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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This site, consisting of a concrete pumphouse and a concrete forebay, 
along with appurtenant structures such as a cistern, concrete support blocks 
for conduits, etc., is located on the north side of the Colorado River 
valley about 10 miles west of the town of Rifle, Colorado. The land 
is low lying shale hills covered with sage brush and greasewodd. To the 
north of the site lie the Roan Cliffs.

The pumphouse is located at the edge of a small, unnamed perennial 
drainage leading from Sharrard Park, which is -located north and east 
of the ; site. About 270 feet^nort^.of the pumphouse, on a shale hill, 
the fprebay is foundl The forebay is made of reinforced concrete vH;th 
iron trashracks and two metal pen stocks. To the north of the forebay, 
a concrete conduit support is located on the northeast side of the 
unnamed drainage. Between the forebay and the pumphouse another 
concrete conduit support is located. A pentagonal cistern is located 
just north and east of the pumphouse.

The physical appearance of the site is the same as it was in 1912 when 
the pumphouse and forebay were constructed. The immediate site has not 
been modified other than salvage that took place right after the pumping 
system was abandoned. To the south, U.S. Highway 6 and 24 is located. 
This road was in place in 1912. To the east (out of view) is the access 
road to the Anvil Points Experimental Oil Shale Mine. The mine is also 
not visible from the site.

Gross Specifications; (Over-all): *

Pumphouse: 43 feet 6 inches (long) by 29 feet 8 inches (wide) 

Forebay: 30 feet 0 inches (long) by 28 feet 0 inches (wide)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Havemeyer-Wi 11 cox canal system, of which this site was a major part, 
was begun as early as/ 190'2 when the Hallett Ditch' was startedj The 
main backer of this was William Will cox. These early efforts were 
designed to bring water from the Colorado River to the arid sides of the 
Colorado River Valley. The primary thrust of irrigation efforts was 
to raise sugar beets for the processing plant at Grand Junction, Colorado, 
William Will cox married into the Havemeyer family of New York City in 
1904 and at that point the Havemeyer's began to pour money into Will cox's 
schemes. The Havemeyer Family was involved in the sugar industry and 
controlled the American Sugar Company and the Great Western Sugar Company 
of Colorado.

Hence, when Willcox proposed an extensive canal systeJm to irrigate some 
6,500 acres in western Colorado the Havemeyers contributed. In 1911 
the Havemeyer firm (incorporated in Colorado in 1909) began construction 
on the Havemeyer-Willcox Ditch, which was, in part, a reconstruction of 
the old Hallett Ditch. On May 4, 1912, the ditch was opened by Colorado 
Governor John Shafroth and the system began to irrigate Sharrard Park. 
However, later in the month, flooding along the Colorado River wiped 
out the canal's headgates, and unable to refinance the project, the 
Havemeyer firm abandoned the canal including the Sharrard Park system. 
This was one of the most ambitious and expensive water diversion projects 
in Colorado (if not the West) and served to focus interest on western 
Colorado as a sugar beet area; provided water was available.

The significance of the Havemeyer-Wi11 cox Canal lies in the fact that it 
not only retains its original site integrity, but also that it represents 
a major engineering achievement in that it was one of the most extensive 
attempts at irrigation in Colorado.

The Havemeyer-Willcox Canal is of local and state significance because:
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1. It is associated with the events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history in that the 
canal and pumping system provided the first (and last) large 
scale attempt to irrigate the Grand (Colorado) River Valley in 
the area of Rifle, Colorado for the purpose of raising sugar 
beets. The system was not only the most ambitious attempted 
in the area, but was also unique from an engineering stand­ 
point because it used a hydro-turbine pumping system.

2. The canal is associated with persons of significance such 
as William Will cox, William F. Havemeyer, Raymond Havemeyer, 
and Arthur Havemeyer, among others.

3. The canal system represents the distinctive characteristics 
of a period and/or method of construction in that it was 
unique to the area. The use of concrete lined canals, a 
hydroturbine pumping system, steel pilings at the headgates, 
and metal conduits were all innovative and newly attempted 
uses of construction techniques in the region.

4. This is not likely to yield scientific information important to 
history or pre-history because it was in use less than one 
month.

A Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) was performed on this 
site in April, 1979.

This site will be destroyed by the construction of Interstate 
Highway 70.


