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The Griswold National Bank building is believed to have been built in 1885. 
It is situated on a corner lot in this rural town's central business district. 
Dimensions are 25' x 43', with the main entrance on the northeast corner. 
The front (Main Street) facade is three bays, the side four bays. The building 
is two stories, on a stone foundation with exterior walls veneered in soft 
red brick.

First floor windows are round-arched, and second floor windows have slightly 
curved tops. The windows (and two of the entrances) have large metal hoods, 
square at their outer perimeter and curved inside in conformity with the 
window heads. The main entrance has a segmentally-arched top, and probably 
had a decorative hood at one time. A distinctive feature of the east side 
are the two chimney panels, corbelled out from the wall just below the impost 
level of the first floor windows. The two chimneys themselves were probably 
cut down to their present height; only one is functional. The metal cornice 
is bracketted, the brackets paired at the corners of the building. On the 
entrance corner the cornice rises to form a triangular pediment, below which, 
in the "tympanum" is the inscription "BANK".

Access to the basement is through a door on the east side. The main floor 
consists of three rooms and a vault. The ceiling here is pressed tin, wainscoting 
marble. No banking features, aside from the vault, remain. The upper floor, 
reached via a door on the north side of the building, was originally established 
as an apartment, but is now vacant. The second floor windows have in the past 
few years been covered with plywood arid shuttered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Griswold National Bank building is a representative example of a small - 
towy, late 19th-century banking facility, especially with its street-corner 
location and cut corner. Its decorative features are rather restrained, but 
the building is lent an air of individuality by the distinctive and almost 
overscaled window hoods. -. ."

The building is still one of the central business district's more prominent 
structures. According to early photographs, "Main Street" in Griswold was 
characterized by one- or two-story business blocks, with storefronts on the 
ground floors and offices or meeting rooms above. A number, particularly 
the single-story buildings, had false fronts to give them a more imposing 
air. Most two-story buildings were rather plain, with small metal cornices, 
or cornices of corbelled brick. The few really "decorative" structures, 
therefore, stood out prominently in the streetscape. They included two 
bank buildings (the subject of this nomination being one) and two two-story 
commercial blocks topped with cast iron "pediments" above the cornice.

The town of Griswold was laid out in 1879, in expectation of the coming of 
a railroad line through the area. Its founders were C.E. Perkins and F.H. 
Whitney, the latter a well-known town speculator in southwest Iowa at this 
time. Whitney established the first bank (the Bank of Griswold) in 1880, 
as well as the first hardware store, first hotel, and first grain elevator. 
In 1883, this bank merged with Theodore H. Brown's recently-established 
First National Bank. The institution operated out of the little brick 
building at Main and Cass until 1930, when it went into receivership
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North 43 feet in Lot 1, Block 12, Griswold, Iowa.
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