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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Foley house is an elegant example of a large country residence of the 1870's. 
A distinctive feature is the projecting polygonal bay in the south side. While 
projecting bays occupying the entire width of a rear parlor and projecting from 
the center of a side facade were not uncommon for large suburban residences of 
the period (see for;, example* P;t$te$>i2$ an<fc 36 ::pf feickneljl ':s jDejtafcl , Cofctage and 
Constructive Architecture (New York, 1873)), the bay of the Foley house is of 
unusual depth. Further historical interest is added to the house by the features 
which have accumulated on it over time -- the plate glass window and the front 
entrance vestibule — which in no way detract from the house's integrity.

John Foley (1841-1919) was a native of Ireland who came to Baltimore in 1846 and 
then to Iowa five years later. He operated a farm in rural Chickasaw County 
until 1872. That year, he moved to New Hampton to take up his duties as a newly- 
elected County Treasurer. Subsequently, Foley combined business and politics, 
serving three terms as Treasurer, a term as mayor of New Hampton, one as a State 
Representative and another (1907-8) in the State §€r$atS- From 1882 tOj 1900, 
Foley was active in the lumber business, and in 1889 was elected president of 
the Northwestern; Lumbermen's Association. He aIsp participated in banking, 
being a co-organizer of the New Hampton State Bank in 1899- He was president 
of this bank until his death. Foley also ran for State Treasurer and for Congress, 
in both cases unsuccessfully.
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The Foley house is an Italianate dwelling built c. 1875. It is situated on a large 
lot in a residential area of New Hampton. The foundation is rock-faced limestone, 
now faced with concrete, below a dressed stone water table. The walls are brick, 
laid in all-stretcher bond. The main block of the house is two stories, essentially 
rectangular in plan, with a 2-story polygonal bay projecting on the south side. 
There is a two-story block to the rear (east) with roof slightly lower than that 
of the main block, and a 1-story kitchen addition behind that.

The wooden porch which now wraps all the way around the west (front) and south sides 
of the house, broken only by the polygonal bay, was originally confined to the south 
side. It featured chamfered posts with delicately carved capitals (which contain 
ornament identical to that of the lower extremities of the window hoods) supporting 
a bracketted cornice. The side door, leading into the back parlor through the side 
wall of the projecting bay, was (and sti1T is) she!tered« by a wooden winter vestibule. 
The entrance door (located on the left of the front facade) was accented with a little 
bracketted canopy with a balustrade above. At an unknown date, the porch was exten­ 
ded along the front of the house and a railing of flat jig-sawed balusters and 
ornamental iron cresting along the roof were added. That part of the porch before 
the front door was subsequently enclosed with wooden siding featuring small square 
sunken panels to form a vestibule.

Windows are 2/2 sash, with segmental arches, and wooden keystone hoods over the win­ 
dows of the main block. The center window of the bay, on the first floor, 
was replaced around the turn of the century by an expansive plate-glass window, with 
a leaded-glass gransom, in a side panel led surround-topped with a bracketted cornice. 
The cornice of the house is distinctive: it lacks the ubiquitous brackets, and 
instead features a g'igantfc enriched bedmold. The low hipped roof, covered with^ 
composition shingles, rises to a deck in the center which has lost its original iron 
cresting. Of the original chimneys, only 3, including a pair to the rear of the 
main block, still exist.

The main hall and staircase are located at the northwest corner of the main block, 
with three large rooms (parlor, library, "music room") occupying the rest of this 
portion of the house. The dining room, rear stairs and utility room are found 
in the rear section, with the kitchen at the extreme east end. On the second floor, 
the stairwell opens into an L-shaped hall, around which are arranged three 
bedrooms, with a smaller bedroom and bath at the rear, over the dining area.
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