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The Samuel Nichols House is located in a rural area near the town of Nichols. It 
is a typical 19th-century farmhouse in plan, the main block a two-story rectangle 
with a one-story rear wing. Most windows have segmental arches and narrow, flat 
sills. Paired, louvred openings in the gable ends are round-arched. The five- 
bay main elevation has a center entrance, once covered by a small wooden porch. 
Surmounting the gable roof are chimneys at each end and a deck from which the 
metal railing has been lost.

The rear wind has a gabled roof and wall dormers. To each side are attached-frame, 
shed-roofed sections, one of which was originally a bracketted porch with balustrated 
roof, the other perhaps a summer kitchen.

The house is presently undergoing extensive measures for restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nichols house is representative of early Iowa farmhouses, the next step beyond 
the settler's first, expedient log dwelling. While not stylistically impressive, 
its vernacular character is typical of its time and place.

The house was built for Samuel Nichols, who came to Iowa with his family from Ohio 
in the late 1830's. It replaced a log structure which for nearly 30 years served as 
both private home, the Lacy Post Office, and as an occasional stopping place for 
travellers to and from Iowa City and Muscatine. Although Nichols and his wife 
died within a year or so of the completion of the brick farmhouse, they left, in 
their children, a legacy which contributed much to the area's development. The 
town of Nichols was founded in 1871 by Samuel's son, Benjamin F. It was named 
for the elder Nichols, who had, through "liberal" subscription to Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids and Northern Railroad stock and donation of land for the depot, taken the 
initial step toward the town's creation. Benjamin ran a store in the new town from 
1871 to 1873, then reutrned to the farm. His son, Townsend, inherited the farm 
in 1893, and made a substantial living raising cattle, horses and hogs thereon. The 
property is still owned by descendants of Samuel Nichols.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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