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The Todd HOuse is a two story frame clapboard building with a low
pitched gable roof whose ridge is parallel to the street. Its
profile is nearly that of a saltbox although this appearance was
achieved much later than the original construction by the enlargement
of an L in 1900. Other additions made at this time include a bay
window on the south and a porch with geometric openwork at the front.
Probably around this time as well, the original roofing material

was covered or replaced by asphalt shingling. All openings are
symmetrically arranged with the doorway at the center, two sash
windows at the front and four on each side. The chimney, small

and brick, is nearly at the center of thefoofline. It is doubtful
that the cla;?gard is original as it is. in fairly good condition.

Built in 1853 by Reverend John Todd, the house shows native oak
and cottonwood througheout the interior. The L which was elongated
in 1900 was added in A868. A.portion of the previous clay and
straw wall, of which several of the area early houses were built,
can still be seen in the cellar. The first furniture of the house
was made of native black walnut as were the window sashes, door
and several bureaus. Constructed by men who were not professional
builders, the house still shows evidence of methods employed by
such craftsmen--huge hand-hewn oak beams, joists with unshaved
bark, the clay and straw wall (almost as firm now as stone) in

the basement, hand-hewn lath and the small circular windows at

the front just under the eaves. =~ ‘

The Todd House rests on a flat area of green space in a residential
area just across from what used to be an active park-like square

in the center of Tabor. It is a museum house undergoing some
stabilization and restoration. Changes and additions on the interior
are being researched.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant as the principal building directly
assoc1ated with ante-bellum anti-slavery activities in Tabor,
Iowa. Perhaps no other town outside of Kansas had more to do
with the "Free-state struggle"” than did Tabor. Its location
also made it a prominent station on the "Underground Railroad."
The Todd House remains the most visible reminder of these in-
volvements.

According to Morton Rosenber, in Iowa on the Eve of the Civil
War (1972), page 139, "The little town of Tabor became the
headquarters of the northern Kansas forces" during the time
or the Kansas troubles. Leland L. Sage, A History of Towa

(1974), page 138, echoes this view:

Under the leadership of the Congregational minister,
John Todd, the little Fremont County town, a little
bit of Ohio transplanted to frontier Iowa, served as
an arms depot for men going to the battles in Kansas,
and a hideout and medical aid station for those coming
back from the wars.

Being the nearest point to Kansas where all the people were in
sympathy with the free state movement, Tabor became John Browrd™
secret headquarters. Captain Brown was at the Todd House re-~
peatedly during this time, but was generally entertained at

the larger homes in town. After defending Lawrence against

the Missourians in mid-September, 1856, Brown went east by way
of Tabor.
John Brown concealed in the cellar of the Todd House 200 Sharps
rifles along with considerable ammunltlon, clothing and sabres.
The parson also sheltered a brass cannon in his hay mow, and
another on wheels in his wagon shed. With the peaceful passing
of the 1857 fall elections in Kansas, Johm Brown then trans-
ported these arms eastward where they were used in the Harpers
Ferry insurrection of 1859. :

The Todd House also stands as a reminder of Tabor's prominent
role as a way station on the Underground Railroad. With the
abolitionists being distinctly in the minority in those years

before the Civil War, Iowa's underground railway operations

Returning with arms and ammunition from Massachusetts,
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centered in a few towns such as Tabor, Salem, Denmark and
Springdale where abolitionists were in a clear majority. From
this particular Congregationalist stronghold in Fremont County
Reverend John Todd led the effort to establish local committees
and a county anti-slavery society to give assistance to es-
caping slaves. Moving north and east across Iowa from Missouri,
fugitive slaves entering western Iowa were transported out of
Tabor toward the Mississippi River towns on their way to final
safety in Canada.
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