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EXTERIOR:

McLeod plantation house, built ca.1858 , is a raised two-story clapboard 
structure with giant-order pedimented tetrastyle Roman Doric portico and 
pilasters at the returns. The present front of the structure, however, was 
originally the rear, but -- with the exception of a one-room, one-story 
addition to the east rear -- the remainder is original. The current portico, 
constructed in 1926, is supported by a concrete base and is reached by a 
flight of concrete steps. An intercolumnar balustrade encloses it.

The front facade is five-bayed, and a central side-lighted entrance is 
flanked by two 6/6 windows to either side. Window treatment for the second 
story is identical, but above the entrance is a Palladian door, with small 
balcony, which lights the stair landing. Both sides of the house have four 
evenly-spaced windows at each floor and no entrances.

The present rear facade is also five-bayed and has a central si delighted 
and transomed door flanked to either side by two windows; there are five 
windows on the second floor. The rear one-story shed roofed porch is 
supported by six fluted Roman Doric columns, again with a pilaster at the 
returns, and runs the length of the facade. Intercolumnar balustrade treat 
ment is similar to that of the front. All windows, with the exception of 
the Palladian door under the front portico, are 6/6 with louvred shutters. 
Two interior chimneys rise from the front slope of the gable roof, which 
runs parallel to the porticos. The reversal of front and rear facades in 
the 1920s had the effect of changing what had been a fairly simple Georgian 
country house into a more pretentious plantation seat. The original front 
porch facade, however, retains all of its original charm and symmetry.

INTERIOR:
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The interior plan of the house is central hall; the hall divides the four 
downstairs rooms into pairs and connects the front and rear entrances. There 
is a staircase on the west side of the hall, which ascends to the north, and 
turns at a ninety-degree angle at the landing (at the Palladian door under 
the portico) before turning south and ascending to the second floor. The 
interior is original; the words "adjutant's room 2d" are written in pencil 
on the south wall of the upstairs hall.

A drive leads east toward the plantation house from Folly Beach Highway. 
Lined with wooden slave cabins to the north side, it is also shaded by large 
moss-covered live oaks. This oak-lined avenue provides relief from the 
surrounding heavily-developed area. As the drive approaches the house, it 
turns northward toward the Wando River and eventually terminates at Country 
Club Road; it originally continued to the river.

The grounds, at the edge of a semi tropical forest to the east, contain large 
oaks, semi-tropical scrub trees, and palmettos. A low fence to the east of 
the house is vine-covered, and the south facade is fronted with low hedges 
and shrubs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1858 by William McLeod, McLeod Plantation has remained in 
the family since it was built and is still a functioning agricultural 
enterprise. The oak-lined drive to the house recalls the antebellum 
period, the vestiges of which are fast disappearing on James Island, owing 
to commercial and suburban development. The plantation still retains many 
aspects of nineteenth-century rural life including slave cabins, gardens, 
interesting landscaping, fields, and evidences of Union occupation during 
the War Between the States; there is also an Indian Village site on the 
grounds.

AGRICULTURE - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE:

McLeod Plantation still displays many features associated with antebellum 
cotton plantations; unlike most of those remaining, however, this one is 
still a working plantation. There are five clapboard slave quarters 
lining the drive to the house, which originally ran to a landing on Stono 
Creek where supplies were unloaded and produce was shipped to market. To 
day, however, the drive is cut off by Country Club Road, and the creek is 
part of the Intracoastal Waterway. Originally fronting to the south with 
a one-story shed-roofed porch (now the rear), a two-story Roman Doric 
portico was added in 1926 to what had been the rear of the house. In front 
of the original entrance is a garden of indigenous flowering shrubs, which 
are original to the house. The newer entrance is surrounded with shrubs 
and small trees, including palmettos.

BLACK HISTORY - ARCHITECTURE:

Five clapboard slave cabins with corbeled brick gable-end chimneys remain 
on the plantation drive in excellent condition. An additional cabin, con 
taining two rooms with separate entrances, is rectangular in shape with a 
central chimney serving both rooms; one room was used as a kitchen, the 
other as a bedroom. The cabins are currently occupied by descendants of 
the former slaves.

MILITARY:

The house was apparently one of several Confederate unit headquarters 
during the War Between the States, which statement may be verified by the 
handwritten sign on an upstairs wall which reads "adjutant's room 2d."
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McLeod Plantation
# 8 Significance (continued)

A hand points to the southwest room of the second floor, 
believed to have been in use as a hospital.

ARCHEOLOGY:

The building is also

There is a small Indian site of possible archeological importance on the 
plantation property near the intersection of the drive and Country Club Road.
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