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In 1908 Chautauqua Park was purchased for $750.00 and a
permanent pavillion constructed. The framework is of structural
steel on concrete footings, with steel rafters supporting a wooden
roof. The original structure was circular, with a seating capacity
of between 3,500 and 5,000. It cost about $5,200.00.

The present structure is quite deteriorated, with only a shell
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chautauqua, established in New York in 1874, rapidly became a
major cultural influence in the mid-west, and particularly in Iowa.
Thornton (1952:102) notes the establishment of a chautauqua at Clear
Lake, Iowa, in 1876. As many as 500 separate chautauqua assemblies
existed in Iowa during the 1920's (Thornton: 1952:109). It became a
part of the mid-western life-style and did not diminish in importance
until the advent of radio and the automobile.

Most of the chautauqua enclosures were tents, and these were lost
with the passage of time. The Red Oak Chautauqua Pavillion, built in
1908 by the Chautauqua Association, is an exception. It is clear
evidence of a belief that chautauqua would endure as an institution.

The opening address at this pavillion was made by William Jennings
Bryan. Other famous names on the program included Jane Addams, the
world-famous social settlement leader, Governor Robert M. La Follette
of Wisconsin, and Gipsey Smith, world evangelist, preacher, and lecturer.

The Pavillion was utilized for the annual chautauqua programs until
1929. It is the only permanent chautauqua facility known to still
exist in the State, and is one of the most potent reminders of Iowa's
cultural heritage.
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