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South Carolina 29600
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CATEGORY 
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District 30 Building

Site D Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

D Public 

H Private 
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Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

STATUS

 pi Occupied 

II Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
(3 Restricted 

Q Unrestricted 

D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Agricultural

| | Commercial

2? Educational

[ | Entertainment

| | Government

| | Industrial

O Military

II Museum

Q Private Residence

(Xl Religious

i~~l Scientific

I I Transportation 

D Other (Specify)

I I Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Christ Church (Episcopal)
STREET AND NUMBER:

10 North Church Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Greenville

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Greenville County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

East North Street at North Church Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Greenville South Carolina

TITLE OF SURVEY:

South Carolina Survey of Historic Places
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 D Federal I | County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Carolina Department of Archives and History
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia South Carolina



CONDITION
Excellent tZl Good Foir

(Check One)

Deteriorated O Ruins C3 Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q Altered (] Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved g] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present building, for which the cornerstone was laid on 
May 29, 1852, replaced the original small church which was erected 
in 1825 on approximately the same site. The Reverend John UeWitt 
McCullough, )). i). is the credited architect. Consecration of the building 
took place September 29, 1854.

In January 1856, the new Christ Church was described in the 
Southern Episcopalian as "First Point Gothic, length 112 feet, five 
lancet windows, western end a pentaphlet and a circle with emblem of the 
Ijoly Trinity, triplet window in chancel, glass by is'ills of New York, 
vestry in north transept, the tower is connected with the south porch, 
spire rising to 130 feet..."

Innovations have included addition of a gallery in the west end, 
1875; addition of south transept and enlargement of chancel, 1830. 
in 1968, the fabric of the church x-jas restored and the following additions 
made: extension of east sanctuary wall, addition of north transept, 
enlargement of balcony, construction of Galilee porch at north west 
corner, excavation for undercroft beneath entire church, fireproof flooring 
and remodeled entrances. Increased seating capacity from 350 to 650 
achieved completion of the original cruciform design after 114 years 
without altering the over-all plan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Historically, Christ Church is Greenville's oldest organized 
religious body (1820) as well as the city's oldest church building 
(1852-54). It has traditionally been recognized as an outstanding 
example of Gothic architecture. Each addition has been in keeping 
with its style and original plan for a cruciform building. A 
magnificent stained glass window by Mayer of Germany is a 
memorial to EUisori Capers, rector ofi Christ Church (1866-88); 
bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina (1893-1908); and Confederate 
brigadier general.

In the churchyard (the burying ground) surrounding the building 
are buried former governor of South Carolina, Benjamin Franklin Perry; 
several Greenville mayors; many Confederate war dead and the first 
Greenville man lost in World War I. Also interred here are the 
parents and son of the first Bishop of the Diocese of Upper 
South Carolina; Vardry iMcBee, "Father of Greenville 11 ; and many 
other church and civic leaders. A South Carolina historical 
marker was erected here in 1967.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Ngnoy U, Rnhf, Historical Resources Coordinator
ORGANIZATION ' DATE

Smith Carolina Dppartinemt of Arr.hives and History
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street
CITY OR TOWN:
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nominationis: 

National /Q State Q /U,ocal uf

Name L-r"N£v/W* ' ^^^T

Title nfrp-rtrvr nf Snur-K r.q-rr»liria
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