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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The College Hill Historic District in Providence was so desig-
nated ty municipal legislation in August, 1960. It is contained with-
in the Collere Hill area or section, of 381 acres, which is bounded on
the north by Olney Street, on the south by George }i. Cohan Roulevard,
on the east by Hope Street and on the west by the Providence and
Moshassuck Rivers. This area came under detailed study in 1958 in
resnect to its historic value, the nossibilities of preservation and
of urhan renewal.

The Historic Distriet is that portion of Collese Hill which con-
tains the largest concentration of historically and architecturally
valuable siructures. Havine the entire length of Benefit Street as its
spine, it spreads east and west from that street in irregular form--
sometimes for one block on eitber side, sometimes more, sometimes less.
Overall, it occunies about one quarter to one third of the total
College Hill area. The Historic District is under the sunervision of
an appointed commission whose purnose is to maintain the integrity of
its whole and to preserve, maintain and improve the architectural and
visual qualities of its narts or contents.

The District stretches along the slope of a steep hillside over-
looking the larselv more modern commercial centre of the city. Because
of this steep slove, buclness interests and btusiness structures have

never hreen attracted to or erected on Collere Hill, This area includes
nearly all of the original XVII Century settlement of Frovidence and

contzins 300 XVIIT and early XIX Century huildings. Of these, nearly
alT--and particularly the most important ones--are within the Historic
District. Some of these tuildings have always served public uses, a
very few commercial ones, but the greater numter were constructed as
private residences an? have remained such or are bheing returned to that
status. Owmershin is diversified, some vroverties teing owned hy the
state, others bty churches or educational imstitutions, and most by
individuals.

Over the years certain parts of the Historic District--mainly at
its northern and sonthern ends--had suffered from blight, thourh for-
tunately this was seldom accompanied by the disappearance & structures.
uuch 1moroveme1t has taken place in tbese nortlons and 1s belnc con-

-,upnt, with some of the warehouses and combined shops and
in the early XIX Century during the hey-day of Providence

o\ 7 T " (See Contimuation Sheet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewvents, Etc.) \/@TW
\_i—.,

The College Hill Historic District fas significance and import-
ance because of its historical contents, because of its architectural
treasures, because of its cohesiveness coming from its long-con-
tinuing status of teing lived in and used. A new importance is added
by the outstanding work of preservation and restoration now teing
carried on here. This last has been, with the sponsorship of the
federal government, a pioneer project of its kind.

College Hill has always teen an historical and picturesque
feature of the city, a tourist attraction. In close proximity, fol-
lowing the "Benefit Street Historic Trail," are Roger Williams Spring
Park; the Old State House (1762); the TFirst Paptist Meeting House in
America (1775); University Hall at Brown University (1770), a
National Historic_Rlace; the house (c. 17L0) of Stevhen Hopkins, a
Signer of the Declargtion of Independence; the John Brown House (1786),
a National Historic Fdaee,, . )~
L nawiasd B

There are very ﬁany other buildings which have not housed
historic events or personalities but which are highly important
architecturally. Some of the more celebrated are the Sullivan Dorr
house (1810) with its mural decoration,and the earlier houses
stretching along Benefit Street near it; the "Cothick" 01d Arsenal
(18L0); the Truman Beckwith house (1825); The Providence Athenaeum
(1838); the First Unitarian Church (1816); the Nightingale house
(1792); Ives house (1806); Carrington house (1810), Woods-Gerry
house (1862), Corliss house (1875-18%2). Numerous additional build-
ings of interest are on all streets in the District. Architects
whose work can te seen include Josevh Brown, John Holden Creene,
William Strickland, Richard Upjohn, Thomas Tefft, Alpheus iiorse,
Alfred Stone. |

ey

Throughout the District is found a greater\concentration of
intact early buildings than almost any other city in the country can
display. They are not isolated, tut remain in the same complementary
relationships to each other as always,”vreserving the intemrity of

o

not only. single streets and neighbourhoods tut of an entire spreading
locale.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. Description.

shipping activity. Current olans call for restoration of seventeen of
the o0ld structures and construction of some new housing, a luxury apart-.
ment building and an office building in this area.

8.  Significance.

Also throughout the District can be seen planned, careful work
of preservation, restoration and urban renewal ‘being carried on in com-
bination. Beginning in 1958, an intensive study was made of all of
College Hill, with an emphasis on the Historic Distriet: all structures
were mapped, listed, studied, evaluated, classified. They were also
placed on priority lists based on historical and/or architectural sig-
nificance, current state of authenticity and maintenance, potential
for restoration etc. These lists are periodically reviewed; and each
time, because of restoration and improvement, a number of buildings may
advance from second to first priority. An important work in the near
future will be the South Main Street--South Water Street project at the
western edge of the’ District, where new buildings are planned in among
those of theexisting old res1dence and loft structures which can feasibly
be retained. The District not only gives an historical, cultural and
aesthetic display, rut also presents an example and lesson in the treat-
ment of current municinal, community, area and land-use problems, All
that is within the District and all that is going on within it are parts
.0of a whole, but as one architectural critic has said, the College Hill
Historic District may soon achieve a situation in which "the whole will
be even greater than the sum of its parts.”
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FIRST PRIORITY LIST 1960
(Within Zoning Area Only)

Address Plat/Lot Score Date
6l4 Angell St. 10-255 (70+) Capt. George Benson House 1792

109 Benefit St. 10-151 (79) Sullivan Dorr House 1809

150 Benefit St. 10-80 ) 0ld Colony House | 1763
176 Benefit St. 10-631 )  Armory, Providence Marine

Corps Artillery 1839

251 Benefit St. 12-236 Athenaeum 1838

266 Benefit St,. 12-141,142 Stephen Hopkins House 708 17112

282 Benefit St. 12-~139 John Larcher House 1819

285 Benefit St. 12-376 ( First Unitarian Church 1816

31l Benefit St. 12-305 Ambrose Burnside House 1866
357 Benefit St. 16=-202 Joseph Nightingale- Brown

House and Stable (1855) 1792

383 Benefit St. 16-239 Thomas Hoppin House 1851

389 Benefit St. 16-295 Tully Bowen House 1853

12 Benevolent St, 12-332 Candace Allen House and

Carriage House

DOONND VIO~ OOV O0 DO~ (@sJ@o LN ] OO OO O
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30 Bowen St. 10-381 Dr. Jabez Bowen House 1739
Brown Campus. 12-2449 Hope College 1819
Brown Campus 12-2149 Manning Hall 1833
Brown Campus 12-2)19 University Hall 1770

42 College St. 12-216 Truman Beckwith House 1827

1l John St. 16-241 Samuel Arnold-Green House 1810,1855

4O North Court St. 10-8 Benjamin Cushing,Sr. House 1739 ?

75 North Main St. 12-7 | First Baptlst Church 1775
265 North Main St. 10-116 St., John's Cathedral - 1810

' Chapel, 1855 -

21 Meeting St. 10-79 Shakespeare's Head 1772

2, Meeting St. 10-75 ( "Meeting Street School 1769
52 Power St. 16-530 ( John Brown House 1786

66 Power St. 16-152 \ Thomas P. Ives House 1806

and Carriage House :
"50 South Main St." 12-122 (81 Joseph Brown House 1774
112-11ly South Main St. 12-124,127,130 Benoni Cooke House and Carria
. Houses (76,77) 528
367-371 South Main St,.16-39 (69) Christopher Sheldon's Ware-
. | ' house, Blockmakers' Shop 1781
J03 South Main St. 16-)2 (72) Capt. Joseph Tillinghast ,
House 1767
L4l Waterman St. 12-2,,8 (71) Gov. .James Fenner House 1798,1819
66 Williams St. 16-201 (86) Edward Carrington House

and Carriage Houses 1812




SECOND PRIORITY LIST 1960

ANGELL STREET

No. 2 Plat 10 Lot 524 No.
y 100 " 10 " 260 .
" 106 " 10 " 261 "

ARNOID. STREET "

No. 7 Plat 16 Lot 296 "
____ll 8 n 16 1 3)4-3 n
..__,." 10 11 16 " 3)42 ]
- 12 " 16 " 341 "123-127
— | | 1,_'- L] 16 n 3)_'_0 n
" 15 1] 16 n 298 L1} 133_135
| " 16"168. " 16 | ‘ll 339 |
—u 18 " 16 " 338 " 136-138
-— N 20 " 16 n 337 1
- N 22 n 16 n 336 " lhrs-l 7
n - 23 L 16 n 301 " _
ZJ% ;7u 26-28 " 16 " 33L "
' - {{H 27_29 " 16 n BO!—‘-’ 305 ]
fn - 32 " 16 1" 332 "
1} 33 n 16 1] 309 n
n - 3’-'—-3“}? n" 16 1] 303 "
n 36 ] 16 " 331 ::
BENEFIT STREET . -
No. 9 Plat 9 Lot 498 " 277-279 " 12 b 328
; 11 " 9 " 167 n 281-283 " 12 " 329
" 20 " 3 " 206 " 286 " 12 " 138
"n o 2l " 3 ] 209 ‘ " 296 n 12 " 126
Ee R B T
TS R R A R A
n 35 11 9 l: 172 " 322 1" 12 " 71
" L2-L, w o 3 " §23 o 3 6 " ié " 7%
" ﬁg ooon g " Zgﬁ, " g&h "o 16 n gO
n hlg 1" 10 " 635 n 350_ 1 16 ] 91
n 50 : " 3 n 226 n" 36“_ " 16 1] 100
n 52 n 3 1163 1 367 " 16 " 238
S S Y S B 11 O BT v S S Lt
" 62 " 10 n 132 n 395 n 16 " 3'—‘—”—
n" 66 u" 10 n 130 " LLOO n" 16 f 121
BB B TR I R
n 75 n 10 u 1L|—5 ‘ n ).],06-!.].08 " 16 " 133
n 78 n 10 " 120 n ,-'-07",4-09 n 16 " 576
" 80 " 310 " 119" " 410 o116 " 12
: 81 : 10 " 146 " L o316 " 13l
8L 10 " 118 " L1 no16 " 135
" 87 n 10 n 78 ' n - ulq n 16 n 501
" 88 " 10 n 117

n 93 " 10 n. 150



o - ®

BENEFIT STREET CUSHING STREET

No. | 4,20 Plat 16 Lot 529 No. 2 Plat 10 Lot 231
: hal =26 " 16 " 137 ”

u33 " 16 " Ll.él

BENEVOLENT STREET GEORGE STREET

No. 1 Plat 12 Lot 376 No. 2 Plat 12 Lot 238
n 5 nooq2 " 378 n 18 n‘ 12 n 2&0
1) 21 " 12 n 3,4_2

n 37 n 12 n 336

BOWEN STREET HALSEY STREET

No. 36 Plat 10 Lot 543 No. 17 Plat 9 Lot 18)
n. ).I.O n 10 ] 5“14‘ 1l 23 n 9 )] 183

BROWN STREET JAMES STREET,

No. 10 Plat 16 Lot 151  No. 18 Plat 16 Lot 13
"o21-23 " 16 " 111,527
CADY STREET |
No. 11 Plat 10 Lot 93
n | lh- n 1 0 " 5)4-7

CHARLESFIELD STREET JENCKES STREET

No. 1 Plat 12 Lgt 371 No,

8 Plat 9 Lot 175
, 5-7 N - 371 " 10 " 9 " 176
n" 35 " 12 " )-|—13 .
" 37 0" 12 " oL JOHN STREET
" 38 1] 16 L] 15“_ )
No. 7 Plat 291
CHURCH STREET " 9 " 293
| " 11-13
No. 9 Plat 10 Lot 634 " 16
" 11 " 10 " 112 " 20-22
" 21
CONGDON STREET - " 23
No. 2y Plat 10 Lot 377 " 25-27
" 26 " 10 " 600 " 26
n 30 n 10 1] 605 n . 28
n 3 ’ L] 10 n 211 n 30
n 3 L] 10 n 212 n 31
1] L'-B n 10 1] 21”_ " 32
" 73 1 10 " 222 " 3“._36
n 87 " lO 11 186 1} 38
" . 88 10 " 61y .
" 90 n 10 n 153
" 93 " 10 " 8L
n . 9& " J0 " 15&
" 97 " 10 " 182
" 99.101 " 10 " 181
n 10)_'_ n 10 ' L} 156
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NORTH COURT STREET ~ SOUTH MAIN STREET
No. 38 Plat 10 Lot 8L No. 231 Plat 16 Lot 27
n 2 u A lO " 83 1 2“_5 1 16 " 29 )
Cooweds oo el L 8RR w5 ases
| o), E
NORTH MAIN STREET " 257-259 o116 "62)
" 25l -258 "o16 " 117
No. 115-117 Plat 10 Lot 69 " 262 "o16 " 79,80
" 119-121 " 10 " 70 " 263 16 " 505)
" 123-129 o310 " 71 " 267 o316 " 50b6) 263-277
i 221-223 " 10 " 105 " 277 " 16 " 160)
" 233-237 n 10 " 107 ' " 283-297 "o16 n 31
" 2h3-2s " 10 " 114 " 3167320 " oi16 " 85
: 251-253 : 10 n 115 : | 328 : 16 : 86
475 . 9 165 | . 379-igi . 12 . 1%2
PLANET STREET . |
SOUTH WATER STREET
No. 21 Plat 12 " 132
" 28 " 16 " 71 No. 292-296 Plat 16 Lot 36
" 326-328 M 16 " 17
POWER STREET
: STAR STREET
No. 80 Plat 16 Lot U469 -
n 81 " o316 " 571 No. 10 Plat 3 Lot 301
1" 85 " 16 " 199 n 114_ " 3 n 229
n 89 16 "o 198
-1 93 " 16 " 197 = THAYER STREET
]] 99 n 16 " 196
: NO." 1 Plat 16 Lot 357
PROSPECT STREET | | : 2 : 16 u 353
- | 6 16 35
No. %g Plat 12 Lot %i% ; T 35%
" > " o 2 1l 30
R S el R B
SHELDON STREET ' ) g% y 12 ) ggg
- No. 12 Plat 16 Lot 411 .
" 20 " 16 " 413 THOMAS STREET
n"n. 21 " 16 1] L‘.Sg )
" 23 noi16 " L4158 No. 5 Plat 10 Lot 535
; 2h o6 Lol T 100 L
1] 29-&% n ]]-_2 " )i.tsl:??’ 508 ]] lg n 18 1" gg
n o ' hl no16 " uss n 11 "n 10 " 53
L] L'.b . n 16 n ,-‘-18 :
- L7 "o16 " L5k TRANSIT STREET
LL] uB-SO n 16 1] LL19
x 56 x 16 : ‘Hel ' NS. 143 Plﬁt 16 Lgt 581
1] 627 " %2 " ﬁg% " M_ﬁ?f 1 %_2 " %gi
n 53 " 16 1l 129

SOUTH COURT STREET " 68 L N Pué
No. 2. Plat 10 Lot L30 y 73 w16 " [08



TRANSIT STREET
No. 7%-76 Plat 16 Lot 347
" 78- "

. 80 16 " 38
n 81 n" 16 n L‘.Oé
" 82“8LL " 16 n 3,4—9
" 86-88 o116 " Sy
: 87 : 16 : 212, L05
" ' 2L I 16 n “'O!—"\' '
95 16 l].O)
1] 98 n 16 oon 351
y 100 " 16 " Lol
n 102 " 16 " 352
n 109 n 16 " h.OO
" 115 " 16 . n 398
i : 116 " 16 " 358
"o 120 "1 " 359
n 123 n 16 n 397
n 131 n 16 n" 395
AT R+
13 1 : 39
n 136 n 16 n 36%
n lLLZ " 16 n 363

WATERMAN STREET

No., 6y, Plat 12 Lot 205

WILLIAMS STREET

No. 3 Plat 16 Lot 103
)] 77_79 n 16 .n 236
n 87 ] 16 " . 235
" 8 " 16 " 200
I 91 n 16 n 23!_'—
" 92 . " 16 " 203
n 97 " 16 " 233
" 102 " o316 " 204
" 106 -108 "6 " 205, 180
n ‘ 123 " 16 ' ~l| 227
" 125 " 16 " 210

n . 129 " 16 " 572



Recommended for inclusion in the FIRST PRIORITY LIST:

ADDRESS PLAT/LOT

ARNOLD STREET /
8 Arnold St. 16/343 William Bucklin House) \;WL%§F$§3821
10 Arnold St, 16/3L2 George Bucklin House ) 182l
12 Arnold St. 16/311 Menzies Sweeit House ) 1850
1l Arnold St. 16/1,30 " John Eathforth House )Row = 1798
18 Arnold St. 16/338 - Joseph Baker House ) 1796-1798
20 Arnold St, 16/337 Zachariah Carpenter House) 1798-1813
22 Arnold St. 16/336 William Church House ) 1801-1807
2li Arnold St,. 16/335 John Gibbs House ) 1853
BENEFIT STREET o
43 Benefit St, 9/174 Joseph Jenckes House ) Before 1790
48 Benefit St. 3/22l) Elisha Angell House ) 1799-1810
49 Benefit St, 10/136 David L, Barnes House)
50 Benefit St. 3/226 Samuel Staples House )Row ¢ 1760,1810,1840
52 Benefit St, 3/L63 Samuel Staples House ) 1795-1798
56 Benefit St, 3/227 Jabez Gorham House ) 1792
62 Benefit St. 10/132 . Abel Allen House ) c 1773
78 Benefit St. 10/120 Thomas Burgess House ) 18
- 80 Benefit St%. 10/119 Peleg Brown House ) 1784 -1792
8Ly Benefit St., 10/118 Josiah Crooker House ) 1837
88 Benefit St, 10/117 Ben jamin Reynolds House, 1783~
. : Home of S. Helen Whitman) 1792
oly Benefit St.  ~10/111 William Snow House ) Row 1792
98 Benefit St. 10/110 . James Burr House ) 1786 ?
102 Benefit St, 10/109 John Howland House ) 1781
106 Benefit St. 10/10L Nathaniel Smith House) "~ 1795-1798
1%5 Benefit St. 105200 8) Stephen Harris House 176L
257 Benefit St. 12/237=27 " n '
263-267 Benefit St.12/279-280)  ‘thenasum Row 1845
GEORGE STREET / ,
2 George St, 12/238 Eliza Ward House 181, -1823
PROSPECT STREET :
45 Prospect St. 12/154 George Corliss House 1875
THOMAS STREET : )
5-6 Thomas St. 10/535 William Goddard House) ¢ 1846
7 Thomas St. 10/481 Fleur-de-Lys Building) 1886
9 Thomas St. 10/52 Deacon Edward Taylor House) 1786 Important R
10 Thomas St. . 10/53 Seril Dodge House #1 ) - 1786-89 .
11 Thomas St. 10/53 Seril Dodge House #2 ) 1791
WILLIAMS STREET ' '
77-79 Williams St. 16/236 Edward Carrington 1816)
\ ' addition 1875)
87 Williams St. 16/235 Sanuel Carlile 1800) Row
91 Williams St., 16/23L Cromwell Barney 1800)

97 Williams St. 16/233 West Pope 1801)



. REMOVE from SECOND PRIORITY LIST:

ADDRESS PLAT/LOT

119 Benefit St., e

c.h

rear 10/613 Demolished with.permission
226 Benefit St. 10/99 Outside district
4132 Benefit St. 16/577 Not worthy (score 16)
39 ‘Bowen St. 10/381 On first priority
6-8 De Foe Place 10/247 Demolished; permission
granted by HDC
28.George Street 12/212 Demolishéd; permission
: - granted by HDC
39 John Street 16/226 Burned 1963
- 52-5)4 Meeting Street 10/208 Demolished; permission
' granted by HDC
225-229 North Main St. 10/107 Burned May, 1967
282-28l; South Main St. 16/81 Burned May, 1960
286-288 South Main St. 16/81 Burned May, 1960

296-302 South Main St. 16/82 Burned May, 1960
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AMENDMENTS TO ORIGINAL INVENTORY-NOMINATION
FORM FOR COLLEGE HILL IISTORIC DISTRICT

NAME

Same as on original nomination.
LCCATION : |
College Hill Historic District is shown in white on the acésméggigyiii).

ing large scale district map. The boundaries of the district are
as follows:

Southern boundary begins at back lot lines of Sheldon Street,
then east along back lot lines of the south side of Sheldon Street
to the east side of Brook Street, thence north along the east side
of Brook Street tothe center of Williams Street. Then west along
the center of Williams Street to the cast side of Thayer Street,
thence north on Thayer Street to the north side of Power Street,
Then west along the north side of Power Street to approximately 1/2
the distance between Thayer Street and Brown Street where it turns
north to Charlesfield Street on the north side of that street., It
then turns west a very short distance where it turns north, then
west, then south to include two houses on the north side of Charles-
field Street. It then proceeds west on the north side of Charles-
field Street to approximately 2/3 the distance between Brown Street
and Benefit Street where it turns north across Benevolent Street
along the west side of Magee Street to the back lot lines of Bene-
volent Street, thence west, about 1/3 the distance between Magee
Street and Benefit Street on George Street along the back lot lines of
George Street and Benevolent Street, thence north to the north side
of George Street, then west 1/3 the distance from Prospect Street
and Benefit Street, It turns north here to the back lot lines on the
north side of George Street, thence west to the back lot lines on
the east gide of Benefit Street where it turns north crossing Col-
lege Street to the north side of Waterman Street, It proceeds north
around the corner of Waterman and Benefit Streets east on Angell
Street on the south side to the back lot lines on the east side of
Benefit Street, thence northerly approximately 1/2 the distance be=~
tween Angell Street and Meeting Street, thence east across Congdon
Street along the north back lot lines of Angell Street on Defoe Place,
thence southerly along the west side of Defoe Place to the south side
of Angell Street, Here it turns east along the south side of Angell
Street to the west side of Prospect Street where it turns south
across Waterman and College Streets to approximately 1/3 the distance
between College and George Streets vhere it turns east into the Brown
University Campus thence north to the north side of Waterman Street
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to include University, Manning and Hope College Halls, Here it

turns west to the back lot line on the east side of Prospect Street

at the corner of Waterman Street, then north zlong the east back

lot lines of Prospect Street to the south side of Angell Street,
thence east to the badt lot line of the west side of Brown Street,

Here it turns north to the north side of Olive Street, ‘' thence
westerly to the back lot line of the east side of Prospect Street at
the corner of Olive Street where it turns north to the north side of
Meeting Street, Here it turns west to the corner of Prospect and
Mecting Streets then north on Prospect Street to approximately 3/4

the distance between lMeeting and Cushing Streets where it turns west
to the back lot lines on the west side of Prospect Street. Here it
turns south to the north side of Meeting Strect, thence westerly to the
east side of Congdon Street, then north on Congdon Street to Cushing
Street then ecast to the back lot lines on the east side of Congdon
Street where it turns north, following these back lot lines on the
east gide of Congdon Streect, across Bowen Street and Lloyd Avenue to

a point approximately 1/4 the distance between Lloyd Avenue and Jenckes
Streets vhere it turns west across Congdon Street to the back lot
lines on the west side of Congdon Street, thence south to the northern
boundary of Prospect Terrace Park where it turns west along the back
lot lines on the north side of Bowen Street to the back lot lines on
the east side of Benefit Street, Here it turns north, following the
back lot lines on the east side of Benefit Street, and it crosses
Jenckes and Halsey Streets to the south side of Olney Street where

it turns west and south along the west side of Benefit Street., This
is the northemboundary of the district.

Starting south cn the west side of Benefit Street, approximately
1/4 the distance from the junction of North Main and Benefit Streets
and Star Street, the line goes west to the back lot line on the west
side of Benefit Street, then gsouth along the back lot lines on the
west side of Benefit Street to the corner of Benefit and Star Streets
where it turns west along the back lot lines on the north side of
Star Street to the back lot line on the east side of North Main
Street where it turns south to the south side of Star Street, thence
east to a point approximately 1/2 way between Benefit and North Main
Streets where it turns south to the back lot line on the south side
of Star Street, Here it turns west to the west side of North Main
Street at the north east corner of Smith and North Main Streets,. Now
it runs south onthe west side of North liain Street to the south west
corner of Waterman and North Main Strecets wvhere it turns east on the
south side of Waterman Street to the south west corner of Benefit
and Vaterman Streets, Now the line runs south along the west dide of
Benefit Street across College Street to the south west corner of
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LOCATION (continued)

Benefit and Hopkins Streets wvhere it turns west to the west side of
South Main Street where it turns south zlong the west side of South
Main Street to a point approximately 1/3 the distance between Hopkins
Street and Planet Street where it turns east to the back lot lines
along the west side of Benefit Street. It now turns south along the
back lot lines on the west side of Benefit Street across Planet Street
to -Pover Street, Here it turns west again to South llain Street on

the cast side, north on South Main Street approximately 1/2 the dis-
tance between Power and Planet Streets where it again turns west across
South Main Street to the west side of South ater Street, Here it
turns south on South Water Street to the south side of James Strect
vhere it again turns east on the south side of James Street to the back
lot line of the house on the south west corner of James and South Main
Streets, thence south along this back lot line to the south line of this
corner property thence east across South Main Street following the back
lot lines on the south side of James Street to a point where the back
lot lines on the south side of James Street join the back lot lines

on the west side of Benefit Street. The line then runs south along

the back lot line on Benefit Street across Transit Street to the back
lot lines on the south side of Transit Street, thence east to the back
lot lines on the west side of Benefit Street where it turns south

along these back lot lines on Benefit Street to the Southern Boundary
or beginning approximately 1/2 way between Wickendon and Sheldon Streets

on Benefit Street SRR
CLASSITICATION

Same as on original nomination.

OWNER OF PROPERTY AUG 2 ¢ 1677

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Same as on original nomination,
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Same as on original nomination,
REPRESENTATION OF EXISTING SURVEYS
Same as on original nomination.
DESCRIPTION

Same as on original nomination,
SIGNIFICANCE

Same as on original nomination,
IMAJOR BIBLTIOGRAPHICAL RETFERENCES

Same as on original nomination.,
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Latitude and Longitude Coordinates Defining a Rectangle Locating
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Corner Latitude Longitude
NY 41° 491 57,03" N 71° 24+ 55.18" W
NE £1° 50" 6,26 W 71° 24+ 35,440 W
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Date: Torm revised July 31, 1973,
12, STATE LIAISCOH OCFFICER CERTIFICATICH 1ATIONAL REGISTER VIRIFICATION

As the designated Steote Liaison Of-
ficer for the NHationzl [istoric
Preservation Act of 19465 (Fublic
Lawr 89~665), I hereby nominate this
pronerty for inclusion in the Nz~
tional Register and certify that it
has been evaluated zccording to the
criteriz and procedures set forth
by the MNational Park Service., The
recomnended level of significance
is:

I hereby certify that t1 is
property is included in the
National Register,

(/z’u,w/?[‘ / / //4/{ / G M(LM

Chief, Office of Archeology
and Ilistoric Preservation

State listoric
Title Preservation Officer
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The College Hill area has developed as distinct neighborhoods
‘distinguished by affluence, land use, and architectural styles.
This revised nomination is comprised of the 381 acres included in
the College Hill study of 1956-1960 -- essentially the area first
settled by Roger Williams in 1636. The area is adjacent to residential
districts on the north and east, a small waterfront industrial-
recreational area to the south, and the central business district to
the west. The topography of a steep west-facing hillside has served
as a barrier to commercial expansion from the center city. The area
contains such a vast quantity of locally and nationally significant
buildings that it will be necessary to identify not only visual
characteristics and outstanding buildings but also the typical structures
that help make up its character, |

The western section along Main and Benefit Streets represents
the oldest part of the city. Main Street, at the foot of College
Hill, is primarily commercial, with the buildings close to each other
and the street. Benefit Street, halfway up the hill, is a tree-lined
residential area with the strongest concentration of fine domestic
architecture from the level of the artisan to that of the merchant
prince.

The section known as Fox Point lies at the southern end of the
College Hill district, having Wickenden Street as its east-west
commercial artery. The houses on narrow streets that parallel
Wickenden, north as far as Arnold, are small or medium-sized dwellings
that have sheltered several waves of immigrants to Providence.

Further to the north, between Arnold and Williams Streets, wealthier
residents built handsome houses during the first half of the nine-
teenth century. Tree lined streets and small lots characterize this
section. Through the center of College Hill runs an east-west corridor
of institutional buildings from the Rhode Island School of Design,
along Main and Benefit Street, to Brown University at the crest of
the hill. The historic and picturesque campus of Brown University
is the nucleus of this corridor. Outside of Brown's original fenced,
four-block-square yard are modern academic buildings and houses that
have been acquired by the university. North of the main campus,
between Angell and Olney Streets, is a post 1850 residential neighbor-
hood with middle and upper class houses set back on tree-lined streets.
In the Description section of the nomination, these areas will be
discussed in terms of their visual character. The historical
implications will be discussed in the significance section.

See continuation sheet 3



EJ SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  XCOMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _XRELIGION
—1400-1499 X ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC XCONSERVATION XLAwW XsCIENCE
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X 1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE XEDUCATION XMILITARY XSOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
X 1700-1799 XART XENGINEERING XMmusic XTHEATER
X 1800-1899 X COMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _XPHILOSOPHY XTRANSPORTATION
X.1900- —COMMUNICATIONS XINDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
XINVENTION
SPECIFICDATES 1636 - pPres ent BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The College Hill Historic District is significant for many reasons.
As the site of the original settlement of Providence Plantations in
1636, College Hill has witnessed the transformation of the region's
economy from agriculture to commerce to industry. The political,
governmental, scholarly, and artistic life of Providence and of Rhode
Island has often centered in public buildings on College Hill, and leaders
in all areas of city and state affairs have erected many fine houses
in College Hill neighborhoods. Beyond any specific event, person, or
building, however, the College Hill Historic District embodies several
crucial stages of American social development. A progression of
architectural styles and intact historic neighborhoods reveals the
physical growth of Providence from a colonial town to a modern city.
During the nineteenth century the residential demands of emerging social
classes and of periodic influxes of foreign immigrants vastly expanded
the original area of settlement. During the twentieth century, on the
other hand, pressures for expanding institutional development have
threatened the survival of the historic College Hill neighborhoods.
Thus, the district is significant not only for its major role in American
architectural, political, economic, and cultural history, but as an
extraordinary example of the richness and complexity of all of these
factors as they have interacted from the original colonial settlements
until the present day. A new importance is added to the district by
the outstanding work of preservation and restoration now being carried
on. This last has been, with the sponsorship of the federal government,
a pioneer project of its kind.

Providence had its origin when Roger Williams, freethinker, religious
lcader, and Indian trader, was exiled from Massachusetts Bay Colony for
repeatedly preaching unorthodox opinions which the magistrates considered
seditious. Williams and his followers settled around a spring located
on the west side of what is now North Main Street, and at town meeting
on August 20, 1637 this band of freemen signed a ''civil compact' which
guaranteed religious liberty for the first time in the new world.
ITronically, this tolerance of free-thinking fostered the growth of
widely divergent religious beliefs, and since no single church dominated

See continuation sheet 14
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The boundary of the COLLEGE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT follows the
eastern bank of the Providence River north to Market Square where
the boundary continues north along the west side of South Water Street
and then north along the west side of Canal Street to the southern lot
line of Plat 19, Lot 29; then west along the southern lot lines of
Plat 19, Lots 29 and 4 to the western lot line of Plat 19, Lot 4;
then north along the western lot line of Plat 19, Lot 4 and continuing
north along the western lot line of Plat 4, Lot 224 to the south side
of Smith Street; then east along the south side of Smith Street to
the intersection of Smith Street and Canal Street; then continuing east
along the center of Smith Street to its intersection with North Main;
then north along the center of North Main Street to its intersection
with Olney Street; then east along the center of Olney Street to its
intersection with Camp Street; then north along the center of Camp
Street to the northern lot line of 100 Olney Street (Plat 9, Lot 525);
then east along the northern lot lines of the lots on the north side
of Olney Street to the east lot line of 361 Hope Street (Plat 8,
Lot 426); then south along the eastern lot lines of the lots on the
east side of Hope Street to the center of Lloyd Avenue; then west along
the center of Lloyd Avenue to the center of Hope Street; then south
along the center of Hope Street to the center of Angell Street; then
west along the center of Angell Street to the western lot line of Plat
13, Lot 60; then south along the western lot lines of the lots on the
west side of Hope Street to the southern lot line of 190 Hope Street
(Plat 13, Lot 85); then east along the southern lot line of 190 Hope
Street to the center of Hope Street; then south along the center of
Hope Street to the center of George Street; then west along the center
of George Street to the western lot line of 195 George Street (Plat 13,
Lot 125); then south along the western lot lines of the lots on the
west side of Hope Street to the northern lot line of 144 Power Street
(Plat 16, Lot 537); then west along the northern lot lines of the lots
on the north side of Power Street to the western lot line of 134 Power
Street (Plat 16, Lot 535); then south along the western lot lines of
134 Power Street and 127 Power Street (Plat 16, Lot 188) to the southern
lot 1line of 127 Power Street; then east along the southern lot lines of
the lots on the south side of Power Street to the center of the street
which borders Corporal Frederic L. Dyer Memorial Square on the west;
then north along the center of said street to the center of Power Street;
then east along the center of Power Street to the eastern lot line of
95 Governor Street (Plat 17, Lot 322); then south along the eastern lot
lines of the lots on the east side of Governor Street to the center of

(See continuation sheet 2)
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Wickenden Street; then west along the center of Wickenden Street to
the center of East Street; then south along the line of the center of
East Street to the harbor line of the City of Providence; then west

along the harbor line of the City of Providence to the east bank of
the Providence River.
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The original town was laid out along the eastern shore of the
Providence and Moshassuck rivers. Following an Indian path, the
Town Street (now North and South Main Streets) served as the main
community axis. Fifty-two long, narrow house lots, fronting on the
mile-long Town Street, extended east over the hill to Ferry Road, _
known as Hope Street since 1807. Commercial and residential structures
were mixed along the Town Street, with the lands to the east used
for agriculture and the waterfront used for commerce. Built upon
for the longest period of time, this area is now characterized by a
mix of structures dating from the early eighteenth century to the
present.

In general, theearliest remaining structures on College Hill
are a few dwellings from the 1730's located on the narrow lanes that
climb the hill from Town Street. The Benjamin Cushing house of 1737
at 38 North Court Street is a good example. It is two stories high
with a central chimney and a gable roof which overhangs at one
gable end, a type of construction found on houses of this period.
The central doorway is pedimented and is finished with Doric pilasters
set on high pedestals; a carved shell decorates the frieze above the
pilaster cap. On the interior, the parlor is distinguished by a
paneled and pilastered chimney breast with recessed shell-carved
cupboard over the fireplace. Characteristic of Rhode Island, a
similar decorative mantel treatment also appears in the 1742-43
séction of the Stephen Hopkins house, 15 Hopkins Street. This two-
story gable-roofed dwelling is built on a two-room center-hall plan
with the original one-room gabled house, (possibly 1707), now the
ell, extending to the rear. Moved twice to avoid demolition, the
building has been designated a National Historic Landmark.

A new neighborhood was created in 1756 when Benefit Street was
laid out midway up the hill paralleling the Town Street. It was the
first highway to disrupt the pattern of the original proprietors'
lots. Known at first as the Back Street, this area has the best
remaining concentration of historic residential architecture in
the city. Containing primarily houses from the end of the eighteenth
through the end of the nineteenth centuries, the street boasts several
structures of national significance.

(See continuation sheet 4)
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The mid-eighteenth century focus of the city was the old
Providence County Court House, a building which served as one of
Rhode Island's two State Houses from 1788 to 1900. Erected in 1760-62
on a parade between Town and Benefit streets, it is a five-bay, two-
story brick structure set on a stone basement, with quoining and
rusticated window surrounds of brown sandstone. The west (main)
facade was altered in 1850-51 by the addition of an Italianate stair
tower and clock cupola, designed by Thomas A. Tefft, and in 1867
James C. Bucklin extended the building to Benefit Street on the east.
A second major colonial landmark is the ''College Edifice'" of Rhode
Island College (now Brown University). Sited on the crest of College
Hill, the building was designed in 1770 by Robert Smith, a Philadelphia
architect and designer of the very similar but earlier Nassau Hall
at Princeton. The structure is a four-story brick building;
rectangular, with a central pedimented projection on each of its long
sides. It has a balustraded hipped roof and a central bell tower.
The interior was redesigned by Perry, Shaw and Hepburn in the 1940's.
The building is now a National Historic Landmark.

Providence's first architect of note was the gentleman-amateur,
Joseph Brown (1733-1785), a member of the nationally prominent Brown
family, a merchant, philosopher, and amateur astronomer. Brown
designed his own house (1774) on South Main Street; the Providence
Market House (1773), seat of city government until the third quarter
of the nineteenth century; and the first Baptist Meeting House
(1774-75). He relied heavily on English design books, owning James
Gibbs' Book of Architecture and Abraham Swan's Designs (1745).

From the former he selected a rejected design for the spire of St.
Martin's-in-the-Fields, London, as a model for the tower of the First
Baptist Meeting House. Conservative in flavor, his buildings repre-
sent the apex of Colonial architecture in Providence.

College Hill residential expansion during the Federal and Early
Republican periods continued along Main and Benefit streets, but was
most concentrated in the newly-developing neighborhood east of Benefit
Street at the southern end of the College Hill district. This
development corresponds to the commercial activity centered along the
wharves of India Point and South Main Street; the area of intensive
Federal-era construction stretches north from Wickenden Street, an

See continuation sheet §
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old thoroughfare, to John Street. Impressive mansions on extensive
lots were erected on Power and Williams Streets near Benefit.

The period immediately following the Revolution, which marked
the emergence of Providence as the principal city of the state,
produced some of the city's most notable buildings. 1In 1786, Joseph
Brown designed for his brother, John, a three-story brick residence
with central pedimented pavillion and a balustraded one-story Doric
portico.® The interior followed a four-room plan with central stair
hall, and featured carved woodwork and elaborate double-level pilastered
mantels. This mansion established a standard of size and elegance
that was emulated by four nearby houses, three of which still stand:
the Joseph Nightingale house (359 Benefit Street) of 1792; the Thomas
Poynton Ives house (66 Power Street) of 1807; and the Edward Carrington
house (66 Williams Street), built in 1811 and enlarged the following
year. The house Caleb Ormsbee built for Joseph Nightingale repeated
in wood the general scheme of the John Brown house, but the exterior
is somewhat heavier, with large quoins and rusticated window caps.
The Ives house is built of smooth brick walls with a semi-circular
entrance portico and a fanlight ornamenting the central second-story
window. It is strikingly similar to contemporary houses in Salem,
Massachusetts. Showing generally lighter proportions characteristic
of the early 19th century this mansion maintains the palatial scale
of the adjacent John Brown house. In 1811, John Corliss, Jr., built
a two-story brick house at 66 Williams Street which was purchased
the following year by Edward Carrington who added a third story and
a double-level Corinthian entrance porch. This house completes the
quartet of turn-of-the-nineteenth century merchant mansions for
which College Hill is well known.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the practice of
architecture turned from the domain of the amateur to that of men
who made their living designing and erecting buildings. John Holden
Greene, active from 1809 to c. 1835, was trained essentially as a
carpenter-builder, relying heavily upon design and pattern books.
Greene's earliest known commission is the house he designed for
Sullivan Dorr at the corner of Benefit and Bowen streets in 1809.
Using colonial elements -- Palladian window, gothic detailed door
and portico, handled in a Federal manner -- he broke from the
colonial block, to compose a house with a raised, three-bay, three-
story central section flanked by single-bay, two-story wings.

%
At 5Z Power Street See continuation sheet 6
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Here and in several later houses, Greene solved the problem of College
Hill's steep topography and narrow house lots by facing the house

onto a side street and placing the service wing at right angles to
form a forecourt. The houses that Greene built during the second

and third decades of the century exerted a strong influence on
domestic design in Providence. Characterized by a reduced scale,
monitor roof and carved window caps, these houses were constructed

in both wood and brick. Three prominent examples in brick are the
houses for Candace Allen (12 Benevolent Street) of 1819, Truman
Beckwith (42 College Street) of 1826, and Benoni Cooke (112 South
Main Street) of 1828. In public buildings, Greene left his stamp on
College Hill with the Cathedral of St. John (1810, North Main Street),
a structure of Colonial form with gothic details, modeled on Charles
Bullfinch's Federal Street Church in Boston; and the First Congrega-
tional Church (1816, corner of Benefit and Benevolent Streets), again
inspired by a Bullfinch building, New South Church in Boston.

Construction in Providence during the second quarter of the
nineteenth century began to pull the College Hill district to the
east. Greek Revival houses were erected at the north end of Benefit
Street, along Halsey and Pratt streets climbing the hill, and on
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