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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Butte-Anaconda Historic District (Revised documentation)

Other Name/Site Number:  Butte Historic District NHL
Butte, Anaconda & Pacific Railway Historic District
Headframes and Mine Yards in Butte
Socialist Hall, Butte
Anaconda Commercial Historic District
Anaconda Goosetown Historic District
Anaconda West Side Historic District
Anaconda Mining Company Smoke Stack
Tuttle Manufacturing and Supply Company

]
2. LOCATION

Street & Number: Not For Publication: N/A
Vicinity: N/A
City/Town:  Walkerville, Butte and Anaconda

State: Montana Counties: Silver Bow and Deer Lodge Code: 093, 023 Zip Code: 59701, 59711
|
3. CLASSIFICATION
Ownership of Property: Category of Property:
Public: X Building(s):
Private/Local: _X _ District: X
State: X Site: L
Public-Federal: X Structure:
Object: -
Number of Resources within Property Desi
. o esignated a
Contributing Noncontributing NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK on
5952 1872 building(s) o
2 _1  sites Ju_l 045 LY
36 _ 21 structures
1 _0  objects by the Secretary of the Interior
5991 1894 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: N/A (Contributing resources
were not formally tallied in earlier Butte NHL listings)
Name of Related Multiple Property Listing:
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify
that this  nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the
National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

e
5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

___ Entered in the National Register

____ Determined eligible for the National Register
____ Determined not eligible for the National Register
___ Removed from the National Register

____ Other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: Sub:
INDUSTRY Extractive Facility, Manufacturing Facility, Processing Site, Industrial
Storage
TRANSPORTATION Rail-related, Road-related
SOCIAL Meeting Hall
DOMESTIC Single Dwelling, Multiple Dwelling, Boardinghouse, Hotel
COMMERCE Organizational, Business, Professional, Financial Institution, Warehouse,
Grocery Store, Specialty Store, Restaurant
Current:
INDUSTRY Extractive Facility, Manufacturing Facility, Industrial Storage
TRANSPORTATION Rail-related, Road-related, Pedestrian-related
DOMESTIC Single Dwelling, Multiple Dwelling, Hotel
COMMERCE Business, Professional, Financial Institution, Warehouse, Grocery Store,
Specialty Store, Restaurant
|

7. _DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne, Italianate, Second Empire, Gothic, Shingle Style,
Romanesque
MID-19™ CENTURY: Exotic Revival

LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: French Renaissance, Georgian Revival, Late Gothic
Revival, Colonial Revival, Neo-Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, Spanish
Colonial Revival
LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Sullivanesque, Prairie School,
Bungalow/Craftsman, Commercial
MODERN MOVEMENT:  Art Deco
OTHER: Vernacular: Four-square, Shotgun, Gable Front and Wing, Bay-Fronted
Flat, Porch-Fronted Walkup, Two-Story Flat
MATERIALS:
Foundation: Stone, Brick, Concrete
Walls: Wood, Stone, Brick, Concrete, Metal, Terra Cotta, Synthetics
Roof: Wood, Metal, Asphalt
Other: Metal, Slag, Glass
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

INTRODUCTION

The Butte-Anaconda National Historic Landmark encompasses 9,774 acres, within which are 7,910
resources, roughly three-quarters of which (6,015), contribute to the national significance of the district. The
district’s contributing resources include 5,975 buildings, two sites, 37 structures and one object. The
nation’s largest NHL (in terms of resource count), the Butte-Anaconda NHL district includes three
communities — Butte, Anaconda and Walkerville — as well as the Butte, Anaconda & Pacific Railroad (BA
& P). Butte (population 34,000), which is the largest of the three communities, was designated a National
Historic Landmark in 1961." Walkerville (population 700) is adjacent to Butte and, though sometimes
viewed as a neighborhood within Butte, is a distinct community with its own government. Anaconda
(population 9,000) is approximately 26 miles west of Butte, connected to its “sister city” by the Deer Lodge
Valley and the BA & P rail link.

In 1961, Butte’s national prominence as a copper-producing center was recognized with its designation as a
National Historic Landmark under the theme of Westward Expansion (Mining Frontier of the Trans-
Mississippi West). In 1972, a nomination was prepared that defined the period of significance as 1864-
1922; the NHL boundary encompassed 2,720 acres of Butte’s uptown sector and a preliminary list of 31
sites and structures based upon a “visual survey of the ‘old town.””* The 1972 nomination recommended
that an in-depth study be conducted to further refine the boundaries. This nomination accomplishes that
boundary revision, and expands the boundaries of the NHL to include all of the copper district’s nationally
significant mining resources that retain a high degree of integrity, including those within Walkerville, which
was the site of the NHL district’s earliest mining operations (as well as the focus of its first labor strike), and
Anaconda, a company town that was specifically established as the smelting center for Butte, and which is
integral to the history of copper production with the NHL district.

As noted in Section 8, this nomination also expands the district thematically, to include nationally
significant resources associated with the history of American Labor. As amended, the Butte-Anaconda NHL
district is an outstanding representation of national mining and labor history, representing the NHL
Thematic Framework’s Theme V., Developing the American Economy. The district as a whole and all of its
essential components retain an impressively high level of integrity. The sheer number of extant contributing
resources and the unique industrial character of the district are extraordinary, and represent an era and a way
of life tied to the industrial growth of the nation. Specific resources within the landmark district that
embody these themes include:

e First and foremost, the headframes, mill buildings, mines, mine yards and industrial resources that
reflect Butte Hill’s 50-year reign as the world’s most productive copper district.

o The Granite Mountain Mine, site of the disastrous Granite Mountain/Speculator fire that galvanized
labor activists and precipitated formation of the Metal Mine Workers’ Union and events leading to the
lynching of International Workers of the World (IWW) leader Frank Little.

e The historic community of Walkerville, birthplace of Butte mining and the incubator of investment
resources that gave rise to a copper-based mining empire.

! Also within the town of Butte is the individually designated Burton Wheeler House National Historic Landmark (1976).

2 The 1864 beginning date for this period of significance marked the first mining discoveries in the area, which were silver
rather than copper. The 1922 ending date was, presumably, the 50-year cut-off date for historical significance, as the nomination
was prepared in 1972.
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o The city of Butte, an early twentieth-century metropolis, with its bustling uptown and intact worker’s
neighborhoods that grew up around the mine yards.

o The city of Anaconda, a quintessential late nineteenth and early twentieth century company town that
owed its existence to the smelting factories that were located there, which were an integral element of
the NHL district’s mining history.

o The Butte, Anaconda & Pacific Railroad (BA & P), and its affiliated railroad resources, which served as
the industrial transport artery connecting the two communities’ mining and smelting areas.

o The Anaconda Copper Mining Company (ACM) Smelter Smokestack, the smelter community’s most
visible and iconic industrial symbol.

e The more than 20 extant meeting halls where labor groups organized and met, most prominent among
them being: Butte’s Carpenter’s Union Hall, Scandia Hall, Pioneer Hall, International Order of Odd
Fellows and International Order of Good Templars Buildings and the M&M Building; Anaconda’s
Carpenter’s Union Hall, Anaconda Pay Office and Anaconda Band Hall.

e The Hennessey Building in Uptown Butte, headquarters to ACM for decades.

e The William A. Clark Mansion, residence of Butte’s prominent Copper King and physical expression of
the prosperity drawn from the Butte Hill.

e The Metals Bank designed by nationally prominent architect Cass Gilbert, and symbol of the financial
prowess of Butte-Anaconda’s copper empire.

e The Mary McLane House, home of the nationally acclaimed young writer who gave voice to the dreams
and ideals of working-class women in Butte; and the Brinig House, home of Myron Brinig whose novel
Wide, Open Town in 1931 described work and life in the “Mining City.”

e Butte’s Socialist Hall, one of the few left in the country.

OVERVIEW: BUTTE-ANACONDA NHL DISTRICT

Located just west of the Continental Divide, on the northern slope of the Summit Valley in southwestern
Montana’s Silver Bow County, the city of Butte is concentrated on a furrowed outcropping that once was
appropriately nicknamed the “Richest Hill on Earth.® The upper half of the Butte Hill (known as “Uptown’
Butte) is steep and broken with ridges and gullies while the lower half of the hill (locally referred to as “The
Flats”) is relatively even terrain. Uptown Butte has a commanding view of the Summit Valley below, the
Highland Range a dozen miles to the south, the Continental Divide to the east, and the Pintlar Range to the
west. The town of Walkerville lies adjacent to the city of Butte to the north, atop the “Richest Hill on
Earth.” Beyond Walkerville, the slope of the land climbs to the Divide, while a few miles east, a steep ridge
rises up 3,000’ above the community and the Highlands peak above 10,000’ in elevation. The west side of
the valley is bounded by low hills, through which flows Silver Bow Creek toward Anaconda and the Clark

Fork of the Columbia.

b

Both Butte and Walkerville owe their life to mining and a labyrinth of precious metals deposited deep
beneath the earth’s surface. These geologic patterns directed mining and milling operations to be
concentrated mostly along the steeply sloping upper Butte Hill and on the ridge crests. A few significant
mines, including the Travona, which initiated the silver boom of the latter 1870s, were also located on the

3 History does not record who coined the phrase the “Richest Hill on Earth,” but such hyperbole long ago became conventional
wisdom in Butte. For a thorough geological description of the Butte Mining District see Walter H. Weed, Geology and Ore Deposits
of the Butte District, Montana, United States Geological Survey, Professional Paper No. 74 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1912).
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lower slope west of the Butte original townsite.* It was mining, smelting, and railroading that shaped the
built environment of the Butte-Anaconda Historic District throughout the period of significance from 1876-
1934. Supported by complex technology, outside capital, and railroads, the mines on Butte Hill represented
industrial mining on a colossal scale. The vast majority of mining camps in Montana and elsewhere
developed prior to the NHL district’s copper boom, experienced a far shorter duration of productivity, and
hence relied on smaller and far less sophisticated machinery. In those mining districts where mining was
more intensively developed, like the silver-lead district in the Coeur d’Alene region of northern Idaho, or
even the copper fields of Michigan and Arizona, mines were scattered across significantly larger areas. In
contrast, Butte’s ores were concentrated in a comparatively small area on the “Richest Hill on Earth” — a fact
that gave the city’s built environment a unique and thoroughly industrial appearance.

Located in the Warm Springs Creek drainage of the southern Deer Lodge Valley, the community of
Anaconda is connected to Butte by a shared history, a valley that extends 26 miles between them, and the
BA & P Railway. Anaconda was a one-industry town developed exclusively to provide smelting and
refining of the ores from Butte. A working-class community dominated by an industrial legacy, Anaconda
lies approximately ten miles north of the Continental Divide at an altitude of 5,335 feet, and is bounded by
the Anaconda, Pioneer, and Flint Creek Mountain Ranges. Rolling, grassy hillsides form the immediate
northern and southern boundaries of the town. Two large snow-capped peaks dominate the surrounding
mountain ranges: Mount Powell, located directly north of Anaconda in the Flint Creek range, rises 10,171
feet; and Mount Haggin, which stands to the southwest at an elevation of 10,865 feet.

OVERVIEW: WALKERVILLE®

Butte’s mining history began with the productive silver veins at the top of Butte Hill, lying along the arc of
the Rainbow Lode. Located above Butte and Centerville (once a separate mining camp, but now a
neighborhood within the city of Butte), the mining camp of Walkerville took root down slope from the silver
veins and a torn up mining, milling and smelting landscape. Although settled earlier, the town of
Walkerville was not incorporated until 1890, 11 years after Butte’s incorporation. Since then, Walkerville
has remained distinct and separate from Butte, with a separate civic government and independent spirit.°
[overview photos # 1, 2]

The town of Walkerville is primarily rectangular in shape, with city limits that follow a line perpendicular to
the “Big Butte” on the west, and a border along Anaconda Road on the east. Centerville lies to the south
and the southern edge of Walkerville forms the northern border of that former silver mining camp.

WALKERVILLE: RESOURCE PROFILE

Stepping down the steep hillside with the Lexington mine as a backdrop, the densely clustered houses of
Walkerville strongly evoke the lives of immigrant miners and their families who wrote the history of this
neighborhood. Half [156] of the historic dwellings in Walkerville are modest, vernacular houses,
distinguished primarily by a gable roofline, simple frame construction, and a variety of floor plans. The

4 Sanborn-Perris Map Company Maps of Butte, 1884, 1888, 1890, 1891 (New York, NY); U.S. Geological Survey, Butte Special
Map, 1898 ed. (surveyed 1895), 1904 ed. (surveyed 1903). Butte’s many “distinct parts” are discussed in Pat Kearney, Butte Voices:
Mining, Neighborhoods, People (Butte: Skyhigh Publishing, 1998).

3 Brian Shovers, “Walkerville: Butte’s Sister Silver Town,” TMs (photocopy), Butte Walkerville files, MT SHPO, 1985, Helena,
MT. Revised 1986 by author, and in 2002 by Chere Jiusto. More detailed information on each property is available in the
corresponding property inventory forms.

é Beverly J. Brothers, Sketches of Walkerville (Butte: Ashton Printing, 1973), 61.
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second most common neighborhood building form is the workers’ Four-square cottage, comprising
approximately a quarter [83] of the building count.

The masonry storefronts in the heart of Walkerville date back to the town’s silver camp origins, and predate
more than half of Walkerville’s buildings, which date to the 1890s when silver was in decline and copper
was ascending. A flurry of housing construction atop the Hill after 1890 corresponded to the development
of numerous copper mines in the vicinity: the Gray Rock, the Belle of Butte, and 16 other working mines.
Walkerville residents also sought employment in businesses within Butte’s commercial district, and
improved transportation, beginning with a cable car running up B Street in 1888, which helped make a daily
commute feasible. During Butte’s next housing boom, between 1900 and 1916, 50 buildings were erected in
Walkerville, while only 25 appeared after 1920.” Of the 311 buildings standing today in Walkerville, a
strong 75% majority contribute to the significance of the NHL district.

WALKERVILLE: SETTLEMENT HISTORY

Walkerville and the city of Butte were founded when miners struck silver-bearing ore on the hills north of
Missoula Gulch in 1872. Three years later, Rolla Butcher located one of the earliest and richest silver mines
on the hill, the Alice. In rapid succession, three of Montana’s richest silver mines — the Alice, the Lexington
and the Moulton — were located in Walkerville and formed the seeds of the financial empires built by
Marcus Daly, Andrew J. (A. J.) Davis, and William A. (W. A.) Clark.?

In 1876, the Walker brothers of Salt Lake City purchased the Alice Claim from Rolla Butcher for $25,000,
having made their fortune with the Emma Mine in Alta, Utah under the supervision of Marcus Daly. Daly
became manager and part owner of the Alice, and it was from this modest beginning that the Butte’s future
Copper King began to build his legacy. The town was named for the Walker brothers, but the small enclave
of homes above the Alice Mine yard is still known as Butcher Town to this day. Within a year, Daly
constructed a mill on the hill north of Butte City at the Alice Gold & Silver Mine, which in six years was
paying dividends of $550,000. In 1880, Daly sold his interests in the Alice mine and mill, and bought the
Anaconda, but Walkerville's main thoroughfare remained Daly’s namesake.

Most Walkerville property was initially surveyed and platted as mining lodes, filed on by the area’s most
prominent mining entrepreneurs. Andrew J. Davis, a Butte silver magnate, claimed the Atlantic and
Lexington Lodes in 1878, and the Transit Addition in 1888. In 1882, attorney John Forbis filed on the
Eveline Lode for the Clark Montana Realty Co. In 1883 three miners — John Ducie, William Stark and
Thomas Wall — filed on the Venus Lode, which was later patented by the Monidah Trust Co. real estate firm.
Superintendent George Tong and miners Jeremiah Roach and Matlock Davis patented the Goldsmith Lode
in 1883, while James R. Clark, of the Clark & Larabie Bank of Butte, patented the Silver Safe Lode in 1884.

In 1890, Joseph Walker, president of the Alice Gold & Silver Mine, platted the North Walkerville Addition
adjacent to the Alice mine and mill, providing convenient housing sites for the mineworkers. From these
beginnings a town developed. Two primary thoroughfares emerged: Daly Street, a residential street
extending east and west for approximately one-half mile; and Main Street, a north-south connector between
the mines and neighborhoods of Walkerville and the city of Butte proper. Lands lying to the west of

" The dates of building activity derived from a building inventory conducted by David Cassidy during the summer of 1984 and the
MT SHPO in 2000.

® For information about Walkerville’s origins see Michael Malone, The Battle for Butte (Seattle: University of Washington Press,
1981), 11-24. Of the three mines present at the start of Walkerville’s history, the Lexington Mine yard has remained a significant
contributing resource within the NHL district.
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Excelsior Street became the Twilight Addition, while land on the eastern perimeters of Walkerville
developed later, with the Corra Lode being one of the last in 1917.°

WALKERVILLE: SOCIAL HISTORY

The silver industry attracted miners, while the mining camp drew a variety of entrepreneurs and merchants
purveying the basics of everyday life: grains, vegetables, meat, liquor, boots, clothing, building materials
and mining equipment. Investment opportunities attracted merchants with considerable business acumen
from other Western gold and silver camps. For example, John Caplice drove a load of supplies to Bannack
via Denver in 1863, and within 20 years operated five stores in southwestern Montana, including a
provisionary with his partner McCune in Walkerville.'

Men employed in the mining industry dominated Walkerville. Based upon census data for the 1900 to 1910
period in the neighborhood, approximately half worked in the mines, along with 12% in the technical/
managerial class of hoist engineers or shift bosses. Five percent were skilled craftsmen (carpenters,
machinists, masons, butchers or barbers), while 6% were proprietors or merchants. There was a scattering
of teamsters, clerks, blacksmiths, professionals (lawyers, bookkeepers) and farmers. As in neighboring
Centerville, the mines attracted large numbers of Irish and Cornish families. Roughly a third of the men
living in Walkerville between 1900 and 1910 were born in England, followed closely by Irish, Italian and
native-born residents and an additional scattering of Canadians, Austrians, Scotch and Swedes.!!

WALKERVILLE: ARCHITECTURAL PATTERNS

The mining camp of Walkerville was made up of log cabins and false-fronted plank buildings haphazardly
arranged across a mining landscape. These gave way to more substantial stone and brick commercial
buildings as silver mining peaked in the early 1880s. Where Butte represents an early twentieth-century
industrial metropolis, Walkerville steps back to the architectural landscape of a late-nineteenth-century
silver camp. Over time, the camp became a residential enclave for mine workers, and today Walkerville is
characterized by a mixture of wood frame workers’ houses, and several early period masonry storefronts.

The layout of this silver town reflects the physical limitations of the terrain, and patterns of access and
transportation to the workplace. Walkerville’s streets defy the traditional grid system found down the hill in
Butte, following instead the undulations of the land. Winding streets branch off the primary arteries of Main
and Daly wherever the terrain allows, but their terminus points never exceeded a convenient walking
distance to the commercial intersection of North Main and Daly Streets. Workers’ houses are clustered on
the hills and gullies within walking distance to the Alice and Lexington mines. [photo #3, 6]

Residential: Walkerville contains the oldest housing within the Butte-Anaconda National Historic Landmark
district, and some of the best-preserved mineworkers’ cottages. These modest vernacular homes were of
wood-frame construction, built quickly and inexpensively by early residents. Unlike industrial towns
elsewhere in the nation,'? the most characteristic residential form of architecture in Walkerville and

? Information on additions and lodes derived from maps and records in the Butte-Silver Bow Clerk & Recorder’s Office.

10 Progressive Men of the State of Montana (Chicago: A. W. Bowden & Co., 1902), 352-54.

" bid.

12 Eric Amesen et al., American Labor History Theme Study (draft), http://www.cr.nps.gov/nhl/themes/themes.htm (Washington,
DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National Historic Landmarks Program, 2004), 27-28. While Butte-
Anaconda also contained the shotgun houses ubiquitous to working communities noted in the NPS’s American Labor History Theme
Study (draft), it is the four-square cottage that truly symbolized working neighborhoods throughout Montana, and particularly in Butte-
Anaconda.
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throughout the landmark district during the nineteenth century was the Four-square cottage. Bennett Street
offers a concentration of workers’ housing, and excellent examples of four-square cottages — including the
decorative millwork of 25 and 27 Bennett Street, distinctive porch detailing at 53, 55, 57, 59, and 61
Bennett, and unadorned, porchless Four-squares on north-facing, shadier residences. Meanwhile, the few
more stylish Victorian residences in the neighborhood are located on the west end of Daly Street [photo # 7],
and were home to Walkerville’s more prominent merchants and professionals." Typical early streetscapes
within the district include vernacular and Queen Anne workers’ cottages, a few scattered shotgun houses,
and a few twentieth-century Craftsman Bungalows.

Commercial Buildings: Many of Walkerville’s sturdy business buildings still stand along Main and Daly
Streets, and represent commercial building patterns of the nineteenth-century Rocky Mountain mining
frontier. These buildings are one or two stories in height, with heavy ashlar native stone on the first story
and wooden construction above. Examples include the Joseph Broughton Co. [corner of Main and Daly];
the John Capilice & A.W. McCune Co. [1607 N. Main, 1884]; the Bielenberg & Bruhn Meat Market [11 W.
Daly]; and the Schonsberg Brothers store and Saloon [307 W. Daly, photo #4].'*

Public Buildings: Throughout the Butte-Anaconda NHL district, churches harbored ethnic groups drawn to
the Butte-Anaconda industrial frontier. As noted in the 2004 NHL Draft American Labor History theme
study, such institutions reflected the workers’ ties to homeland, ancestral beliefs and communally-held
values. The most visible architectural expressions of Walkerville’s cultural heritage were the churches."
The rather modest Trinity Methodist church [917 N. Main] was organized in 1884, and converted a
storefront into their church in 1906, cutting gothic-arch windows into the store’s sidewalls (This same
storefront also housed the first temporary Walkerville public school in 1895.).

The second oldest Catholic parish in the landmark district, St. Lawrence O’Toole, meanwhile erected an
impressive wooden Gothic Revival church across Main Street from the Lexington Mine [1306 N. Main].
Within a decade, St. Lawrence’s parish numbered 5,000, and included Irish-Catholics from both Walkerville
and nearby Centerville. By 1900 the parish erected a school behind the church to educate the congregation’s
children.

The growth of Walkerville during the 1890s created a need for schools, and in response the community built
the Blaine School in 1890 to serve southern Walkerville and north Centerville, and the Sherman School in
1902 [photo #5] to serve north Walkerville. In addition, Walkerville enjoyed the benefits of a small
hospital, and a library and reading room all endowed by the Alice Gold & Silver Mining Co. under the
direction of William Hall, mine manager and, not coincidentally, first mayor of Walkerville.'®

13 U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of the Census, Manuscript Census of 1900 & 1910.

R L.Polk & Co., Butte City Directories (Butte, MT: R. L. Polk & Co. Publishers, 1885, 1890-91). Addresses shown in square
brackets in the text indicate extant resources.

15 Arnesen et al., American Labor History Theme Study (drafi), 7.

1% Brothers, Sketches of Walkerville, 46. This sort of company paternalism, noted in the American Labor History Theme Study
(draft), 27-28, was familiar to silver districts in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho and Colorado, as well as copper towns like Calumet, Michigan.
Within the Butte-Anaconda NHL District, it was evidenced in Walkerville and later in the company town of Anaconda, but less so in
the city of Butte.
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WALKERVILLE: INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES

Walkerville’s relationship to early silver and copper mining is clearly conveyed by its orientation to the
Lexington, the Alice, and nearby mines that mark that history and dominate the Walkerville skyline yet
today."”

OVERVIEW: BUTTE

Below Walkerville, the city of Butte sprang up, owing its birth to the silver mines and its life to the rich
veins of copper that lay below. Scattered irregularly over the uneven slopes of the upper Butte Hill and
interspersed among the mine yards that are integral to the city’s distinctive historic character, are the houses
of Butte’s Centerville and St. Mary’s neighborhoods. Like the serpentine seams of a crazy quilt, the narrow
streets and alleys of these early working class neighborhoods connect around the remaining headframes,
hoist houses and mine dumps of some of Butte’s most famous and prosperous mines — the Lexington,
Granite, Bell Diamond, Granite, Parrott, Speculator, and Mountain Consolidated. In sharp contrast to these
conjoined residential/industrial developments, much of the lands surrounding these northern neighborhoods
is open, with waste dumps, a few small open mine pits, and undisturbed sagebrush-covered slopes.
Missoula Gulch — the western boundary for these northern neighborhoods and once the locus of intensive
hydraulic placer gold mining — remains largely undeveloped.'®

Located downhill from most of the mines is Butte’s Central Business District [CBD]. Around the city
center at Park and Main Streets, historic brick buildings two to eight stories high shape the skyline in
Uptown Butte. Distinctive residential neighborhoods surround this business district, radiating across the
hillside and intermingling with the mine yards, waste dumps, and other industrial remnants of the nation’s
foremost copper mining center. Uptown Butte is framed by the gaping scar of the Berkeley Pit (an open-pit
mine) to the east, and by the hilltop-perched Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology (known
informally as Montana Tech) to the west. The Mining City’s trademark Gallus headframes climb northward
to Walkerville, while trains still roll along the Northern Pacific (NP) rail corridor, in use on the landmark
district’s southern border since 1883.

The South Central neighborhood, a grouping of modest workers’ cottages and historic boarding houses
borders the Central Business District. Below this neighborhood, railroad terminals, switchyards and sidings,
warehouses and industrial buildings formed the nucleus of South Butte — a once physically distinct
transportation, wholesale, and manufacturing district later absorbed into the expanding community in the
1890s. Here too, closely knit blocks of brick and wood-frame workmen’s homes reached down toward the
Summit Valley floor and “The Flats,” where historically a motley array of mills, breweries, waste dumps,
and slag heaps fronted on Silver Bow Creek and the railroad tracks. The southern edge of the Butte-
Anaconda NHL district is marked by the Northern Pacific Railroad line and undeveloped land along Silver

Bow Creek, just south of the tracks.

Directly west of the Central Business District are three dense residential neighborhoods: the Westside,
Northwest and Lower Westside. The Westside neighborhood is “an attractive neighborhood of rambling
Victorian houses, Queen Anne cottages, and Craftsman Bungalows.” Set off from the more industrialized
portions of Butte City, Butte’s upper and middle classes preferred this neighborhood, as did some of Butte’s

' See description of Butte Mine yards later in Section 7 of this document.
'8 Mary Murphy, Mining Cultures: Men, Women, and Leisure in Butte, 1914-41 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997), 12.
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wealthiest citizens, including Copper King William A. Clark, merchant prince Daniel Hennessy, and ACM
executives Cornelius Kelley, William D. Scallon and John D. Ryan."”® To the north, the tree-lined water
supply reservoir and Montana School of Mineral Science and Technology define the west boundary, while a
cohesive neighborhood of Craftsman style Bungalows and cottages unfolds on the Lower Westside. Their
borders form the boundaries of the Butte portion of the NHL district on the west. They are clearly defined
by Big Butte, which rises over 500 feet above its base, and by the ridge just south of Big Butte that forms a
natural boundary to the Uptown area. East of the Central Business District, the Eastside where
Scandinavian, Slavic and Irish workers settled is now edged by the Berkeley Pit, which once threatened to
move westward to swallow the Central Business District.

The Butte Mine yards interject themselves throughout Uptown Butte, and are the industrial backbone to the
district and its mining and smelting history. The setting north of Uptown Butte is a vast mining landscape,
scarred with mine acids and spoil dumps to the west and north, and the Berkeley Pit and huge waste piles to
the east. This landscape includes four important historic mine yards, and forms the northeast corner of the
Butte-Anaconda NHL district. At the bottom of the Butte Hill, the Smelter District and the rail line edge the
NHL’s southern perimeter. The Smelter neighborhood forms the southeast corner of the Butte-Anaconda
NHL district and contains the slag wall network of the Butte Reduction Works water diversion system and a
working-class enclave where smelter and mine workers resided.

From southern Butte, the Butte Anaconda & Pacific Railroad connects the Butte portion of the NHL district
to the Anaconda portion. (This integral corridor and the smelting city are described in a following section.)

DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY OF BUTTE

Gold initially attracted white settlers to the Summit Valley as early as 1864. Expecting that the camp would
soon play out, mining activities initially took priority over permanent development. Nonetheless, within
three years the population reached 500 and log and rough-cut lumber buildings — many with false fronts —
gave rise to chaotic commercial and residential activity. Scattered businesses and ramshackle cabins led
early observers to describe the gold camp as a “deplorable” place, filled with armed men and enlivened by
“hurdy-gurdy houses and the ‘wide-open’ gambling dens.”®® By the late 1860s, the initial gold boom had
peaked, and when the first census takers arrived in 1870, they found only 241 resolute miners remaining.*!

Butte’s less-than-certain future was revived with the discovery of silver in 1874. Throughout the year that
followed, an estimated 300 new miners arrived in town, crowding the few wretched hotels and boarding
houses that stood forlornly along the furrowed slope of the russet hill. Simon and John Hauswirth’s
elegantly named “Hotel de Mineral,” located at the future corner of Main and Broadway was the center of
activity. Nearby stood future Copper King William A. Clark’s bank, still housed in a log structure, and a
typical gambling house, featuring “tanglefoot” whiskey, faro, and poker. A random scattering of businesses,

cabins and outbuildings made up the rest of the settlement.”

Governmental demand for silver transformed Butte into one of the nation’s most significant hard-rock
mining districts, generating a sense of permanency and all but guaranteeing a booming economy after the
mid 1870s. By 1876, the Original Townsite for Butte City was platted, an area on the highest part of the hill

" Ibid., 12.

20 Charles S. Warren, “Historical Address: The Territory of Montana,” Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana 2
(1896): 61-69.

us. Department of the Interior, Office of the Census, Ninth Census, vol. 1: The Statistics of the Population . . . 1870, 195.

2 Anaconda Standard, 24 August 1919. Today, none of Butte’s earliest log and frame buildings remain uptown.
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with a relatively even slope and as close to the mines as possible. As in many western towns, the plat
established a rectangular street grid in which Park Street (east-west) and Main Street (north-south) became
primary commercial corridors. The original townsite was bordered by Copper, Gold, Jackson and Arizona
Streets. Secondary commercial districts developed in Walkerville, South Butte, and Meaderville (an east
side neighborhood that is no longer extant) to serve people living next to mines, smelters and railyards on
the edges of town.

Butte’s commercial architecture typified western mining camps, with its log cabins and false-fronted wood
frame structures built to house essential early enterprises -- a post office, saloons, and a general store. The
city contrasted with most copper mining communities, however, which often developed company towns of
far greater architectural uniformity and more ordered appearances. Despite the dominance of Butte’s copper
industry and the ultimate establishment of ACM, Butte could hardly be considered a company town. Except
for a hardware store, the company operated no other commercial establishments in the business district.
Meanwhile, the variety of mining firms vying for control of Butte Hill in the late nineteenth century, coupled
with an independent, well-paid workforce and Butte’s industrial topography, limited predictable patterns of
development in Butte’s built environment.

Self-promotion spewed from a regularly published newspaper like the thick, black steams that emanated
from Butte’s smelter smokestacks, attracting Irish and English immigrants, and inspiring the construction of
no fewer than fifteen substantial brick buildings in Butte’s central business district during the late 1870s.
Property values increased dramatically within the Original Townsite, and over time this business district and
the surrounding residential settlement high on Butte Hill became known as “Uptown Butte.” When fire
destroyed most of Main Street’s original structures in September of 1879, a new ordinance outlawing
wooden construction ushered in a more permanent cityscape of brick and stone buildings. By 1880, the once
ramshackle mining settlement was the most prosperous city in Montana and home to 3,363 residents.”

Butte’s earliest residential neighborhoods clustered around the mines on the steep hill north and east of the
central business district, where ridges, gullies, and mineral claims carved out small, irregular lots and streets
followed contour lines, gulch bottoms, and mine yard boundaries. Simple workers’ cottages inhabited by
Irish and Cornish residents dominated these working class neighborhoods located near to the Anaconda,
Neversweat, St. Lawrence, Parrott and other early mines on the Butte Hill. Walkerville and Centerville were
inhabited by employees of the Alice and Lexington mines at the top of the hill, and boarding houses,
saloons, cabins, and stores spread down the muddy Main Street to the budding Butte townsite. Another
cluster of two dozen dwellings adjoined the Travona mine yard, southwest of town. Other early working
class enclaves once included the notorious “Cabbage Patch” on the city’s southeast flank, the ugly sprawl of
Dublin Gulch with its colorful Irish and later Slavic multitudes, and Meaderville to the east. 24

Butte’s rapidly industrializing economy was bolstered in the spring of 1881 when the mining center became
the seat of Silver Bow County. That same year, the Lexington Mining Company built a 50-stamp silver mill
up in Walkerville, and prospects brightened all the more when the Utah Northern Railway linked the city

2 Butte Miner, 10 September 1879, 1.

2 Michael A. Leeson, History of Montana: 1739-1885 (Chicago: Warner, Beers, and Co., 1885), 923; Harry C. Freeman, 4 Brief
History of Butte, Montana (Chicago: Henry O. Shepard Co., 1900), 16. See also U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of the Census,
Statistics of the United States at the Tenth Census... 1880, 250. See also Michael P. Malone, The Battle for Butte: Mining and Politics
on the Northern Frontier, 1864-1906 (Helena: Montana Historical Press, 1981), 22, 59-60, who referred to the Patch as “one of
America’s most picaresque slums, a congestion of cabins, lean-tos, hovels, saloons, and whorehouses squatting amongst waste dumps
and rubbish.” Frank Quinn, Montana Standard, 7 November 1965.
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with the Union Pacific Railroad at Ogden, Utah in late December. Until that time, all travel to Butte was
overland by wagon or stagecoach, and “this pioneer railroad of Montana had a most important part in
building up the city and its suburbs.”?

The arrival of the Northern Pacific Railroad further solidified Butte’s linkage by rail to what the NHL Labor
Theme study noted was an emerging national marketplace.?® Offering Butte far better access to essential
equipment and supplies while facilitating ore shipment throughout the country, the railroad triggered a
development boom that coincided with discovery of large copper deposits in the Anaconda Mine. Together
railroads and copper mining would radically transform Butte’s physical character and appearance for the
next hundred years.

Silver remained a cornerstone of the Butte mining district’s economy through the 1880s, and in 1887, there
were some 300 stamps throughout the district in operation.”’ During this time, Butte’s ascendancy as a
copper mining center was astoundingly fast. By mid-1884, the camp was pouring forth silver and copper at
arate of $1,250,000 per month. That same year William A. Clark, a leading local businessman with
interests in some of the district’s most important mines, brought electric light to Butte’s commercial district
with his Brush Electric Light and Power Company. Brick structures lined Main Street and a mix of brick
and wood structures filled in Park Street between Arizona and Montana. While wood frame buildings
dotted Granite, Quartz, and Copper Streets to the north, and Galena, Mercury, Silver and Porphyry to the
south, much of the Central Business District remained unoccupied. Significant buildings remain from
Butte’s early urban period of the 1880s, among them the first city hall [116 W. Park], and one of the early
business buildings, the Mount Vernon Hotel [107-111 W. Broadway]. Several prominent social institutions
also remain, including the International Order of Good Templars [42 W. Broadway], the Oddfellows Hall
[58 W. Broadway], and two of Butte’s oldest surviving masonry churches: Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church
[102 S. Washington] and Saint John’s Episcopal Church [15 N. Idaho]. **

By August of 1885, the West Shore, a Pacific Coast promotional magazine proclaimed, “the largest, busiest
and richest mining camp in the world today is Butte, Montana.” Recognition that Butte was edging out
Leadville, Colorado, which had earlier surpassed the Comstock as the premier metal mining center of the
United States, generated a mood of feverish excitement in Butte during the mid 1880s, as the boom further
elevated the mining district’s population. An exuberant Butte Intermountain put it well: “Butte is not only
the Leadville of Montana, but proposes to be its own Denver.” At the close of the notable decade, the city’s
impressive Central Business District -- concentrated at the corners of Park and Main Streets — heralded
Butte’s maturation into a leading commercial center of the Pacific Northwest.”’

As Butte expanded, residential neighborhoods flowed out across the lower, more even slope of the hill. An
explosive population growth of over 200% during the 1880s sent the Mining City’s residential districts
beyond the original townsite, eastward into Meaderville, and the new railroad district a little to the south.
West of the original townsite, the physical barrier of Missoula Gulch initially discouraged westward

% Montana Standard, 14 December 1941. From an 1891 Butte newspaper.

26 Arnesen, American Labor History Theme Study (draft), 58.

%7 Montana, Department of Environmental Quality, “Context for Butte Mining District, Helena,”
http://www.deq.state.mt.us/AbandonedMines/linkdocs/techdocs/183tech.asp.

2 Bird’s Eye View of Butte-City, Montana-1884, lithograph (Madison, WI: J. J. Stoner, 1884).

P «The Camp of Butte,” The West Shore, August 1885, 233. See also Mining and Scientific Press 48 (12 January 1884): 44; Butte
Weekly Intermountain, 3 July 1884; Butte Daily Intermountain, Holiday edition of 1887-88.
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expansion. As mining production flourished in the late 1880s and 1890s, however, developers platted new
“Westside” residential additions and Missoula Gulch was soon bridged, and later filled in.*°

Early housing in Butte’s emerging neighborhoods included Four-square and Queen Anne cottages. Butte’s
Queen Anne cottages generally expanded upon the traditional hipped-roofed Four-square by adding a
projecting, gabled, polygonal bay to one side and a porch beside it. Mass-produced decorative details,
including turned porch posts, friezes, balustrades, and stained and leaded glass transoms added color and
individual distinction to the houses.

By 1890, America’s emergent copper metropolis boasted 10,723 inhabitants, over 80 operating mines, and
4,000 industrial and service workers. Above it all loomed the mighty Anaconda Hill on the east side of
Butte, a “tangled mass of smokestacks, gallows-frames, shabby grey buildings, trestles . . . looking like a
giant shipvvreck.”3 ! Birdseye views of the Mining City depict this beehive of industrial activity. Plumes of
sulfurous smoke continuously rose from scores of smokestacks, defining the economic prosperity and stark
desolation of what observers referred to as the ugliest city in America. “The smelters,” Gertrude Atherton
observed, “ate of the vegetation,” leaving only “patches of green . . . a sad and timid tenderness, like the
smile of a child too long neglected” to appear “between sickly grey boulders of the foothills . . .” ** In
poisoned Butte, the novelist ironically noted, “lawns as large as a tablecloth have been cultivated.” By 1890,
only four trees remained alive in the Mining City. (Not until after 1918, when the world’s tallest smokestack
was fitted to the Anaconda Smelter to lift its acrid smoke high into the windy sky, did trees and shrubs at
last reappear in that city or in Butte.)

The southern neighborhoods of Butte, dominated by the surrounding mine yards, the railroads and the Butte
Gas, Light and Fuel plant were an industrial zone, clanging with the noise of rail traffic and ore hauling, and
reeking of gasification exhaust. Like the image of 1850s Coketown immortalized by Charles Dickens in his
Victorian novel, Hard Times, Butte was “a town of red brick, or of brick that would have been red if the
smoke and ashes had allowed it.”**

Repeal of the Sherman Silver Act sent silver values plummeting, but Butte’s diversified copper mining
prospects enabled the mining district to continue to grow and expand, and consequently, the business district
flourished. Five banks served the city by 1891 and a wide variety of business establishments opened their
doors to accommodate the consumer demands of a more cosmopolitan population. Urban affluence spurred
the construction of dozens of impressive two and three-story Victorian commercial brick buildings within
the central business district. With cast-iron storefronts on the street level and living space on the floors
above, numerous business blocks were built and named for Butte entrepreneurs.>*

If the multi-storied masonry buildings and the bustle of Butte’s central business district reflected a singular
vision of economic prosperity through industrialization, the related evolution of many surrounding

3% Dale Martin and Brian Shovers, “Butte, Montana: An Architectural and Historical Inventory of the National Landmark
District,” TMs (photocopy), 22 and 31, Butte Historical Society, December 1986.

3! Gertrude Atherton, Perch of the Devil (New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co., 1914), 56-57. The Anaconda Hill and its environs
were consumed by the yawning, shovel-mined cavity of the Berkeley Pit during the latter twentieth century, but during the period of
significance this area was the main focus of Butte mining.

32 Ibid. See also Anaconda Standard, 16 November 1890.

33 Charles Dickens, Hard Times (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1960), 28.

3 Fora thorough discussion of Butte’s uptown commercial area see John N. DeHaas, Historic Uptown Butte: An Architectural
and Historic Analysis of the Central Business District of Butte, Montana (Bozeman, MT: John N. DeHaas Jr. Publisher, 1977).
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neighborhoods told a story of incredible diversity. Defined by race, class, profession, and ethnicity, the
aggregate formed of these districts gave Butte the character and appearance of an eastern industrial city ten
times the size. Butte’s palpable opulence and squalor was evident in its neighborhoods where modest
workers’ cottages nestled against the noisy mine yards and hazardous waste dumps.

Butte’s need for mining-related labor in the latter nineteenth century drew a large population of single men
and a corresponding upswing in local decadence. By 1893 the City had licensed 16 gambling halls and 212
“drinking establishments.”’ A red light district flourished between Main and Arizona along Galena and
Mercury Streets. Many gamblers, pimps, and prostitutes lived in the Copper Block on East Galena, and
several parlor houses, such as the Dumas Hotel [45 E. Mercury] appeared in the vicinity. However,
prostitutes transacted most of thelr business in cramped twelve-foot wide “cribs,” that lined the alleys and
streets of the red-light district.*

Growing prosperity also drew many Chinese from the largely abandoned, nearby gold camp of Rocker up
into Butte’s business district, where an active Chinatown thrived in the early 1890s just west of the
tenderloin. Chinese herb shops, noodle parlors, laundries, and other mercantiles crowded streets, and lined a
vibrant network of paved alleys, between Colorado and Main Streets. Although Butte’s early wood frame
Chinatown buildings are no longer standing, three substantial Chinese establishments on West Mercury--the
Mai Wah Noodle Parlor, the Wah Chong Tai Company and the Pekin Noodle Parlor--testify to the important
Chinese legacy in the Butte-Anaconda Historic District.”’

Beginning in the later 1890s, Butte residents expressed their status as the world’s greatest copper producer

by erecting a host of skyline-altering buildings. Most notable was Daniel Hennessy’s magnificent six-story
mercantile at the top of Butte’s Uptown [130 N. Main] where the Anaconda Company moved its corporate

headquarters in 1901.

The decade between 1890 and 1900 saw Butte’s population triple, rising from 10,723 to 30,470.%
Established workers settled into stable lives, and married workers with families created a market for
thousands of Queen Anne cottages and small vernacular homes. Most were owner-occupied, one-story
wood frame houses with decorative front porches; and in a pattern typical in working neighborhoods, many
homeowners also added small rental houses behind their houses near the alleys.39

Butte’s dramatic late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century growth also sparked the construction of dozens
of multi-family residences especially in the west- and south-lying neighborhoods. These assumed several
forms — most commonly one or two-story duplexes and two-story fourplexes. These multi-family dwellings
typically feature a rectangular plan, front porches, flat roofs behind a decorative parapet, and wood frame

33 Malone, Battle for Butte, 74.

3 Crib rooms typical of this era are found at 28-46 E. Mercury. Butte’s fascinating red-light district is described in detail in Mary
Murphy, “Women on the Line: Prostitution in Butte, Montana, 1878-1917” (master’s thesis, University of North Carolina, 1982).

37 The Mai Wah is now one of the interior West’s most significant Chinese culture museums. The economic and cultural
significance of Chinese districts in the American West is described in Rose Hum Lee, The Growth and Decline of Chinese
Communities in the Rocky Mountain Region (New York: Amo Press, 1978).

* For population statistics compare U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of the Census, Eleventh U.S. Census Compendium,
1890 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1893), 601-03 with Twelfth Census Abstract, 1900 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1903), 100.

39 Martin and Shovers, “Butte, Montana: An Architectural and Historical Inventory of the National Landmark District,” 23 and 77-
79. See also Virginia and Lee McAlester, 4 Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984) and Herbert
Gottfried and Jan Jennings, American Vernacular Design, 1870-1940: An Illustrated Glossary (New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold
Co., 1985).
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construction faced with red, brown, yellow, or gray brick. Meanwhile, hotels, boarding houses and upper
rooms of Butte’s commercial buildings remained best suited to temporary and single residents.*

With the continuous influx of new residents, housing shortages remained a chronic problem. “For years,”
the Anaconda Standard reported in 1901, “it has been almost impossible to accommodate all the people with
comfortable houses or apartments. The city is growing very fast, and the builders have all they can do to put
up enough buildings to accommodate them all.”

Diverse immigrant groups flooded into Butte after the turn of the century, and people from Finland, Serbia,
Croatia and Italy formed enclaves that distinguished Butte’s built environment. From these pockets of
ethnicity sprang schools, churches, lodges, stores, saloons, and boarding houses with Old World flavor.
With parishes growing, religious congregations replaced their early wooden buildings with larger masonry
churches and associated buildings after 1900. In most every neighborhood, Gothic arches, large bell towers,
and the occasional Romanesque archway became permanent fixtures.*! East of the business district, marked
by crowded boarding houses, public saunas, and the Finnish Worker’s Hall, Finntown emerged on Granite,
Broadway, and Park Streets. Many Serbian newcomers found housing on Butte’s Eastside as well,
especially in the area north of Mercury between Arizona and Gaylord Streets. Montenegrins and Croatians
settled in Butte’s Boulevard Addition, Parrott Flat, Lower Eastside, East Butte, and McQueen. Italians
arriving in Butte typically joined Cornish immigrants in Meaderville, where they found employment in the
Butte and Boston and Montana Ore Purchasing smelters, and in the nearby mines of the Boston and
Montana Company.*

Standard Oil’s acquisition of the Anaconda Copper Company and subsequent formation of the gigantic
Amalgamated Copper Mining Company in 1899 wrought numerous changes in Butte’s built environment,
beginning with the mine yards. Steel, concrete, and brick replaced iron and wood as the primary building
materials, and during this era the Butte Mining District became the first in the American West to install steel
headframes (called Gallows or Gallus Frames in Butte) at its mines. Looming large above surrounding
neighborhoods, the headframe and the hoist house became universal in Butte after 1900.

As Amalgamated consolidated operations across the Butte Hill, the mine yards began to share power and
repair facilities. Soon there were new compressing plants piping air to all ACM mines for hoisting and
drilling; central heating and pumping lines; a central precipitation plant where copper was extracted from the
groundwater pumped out of the mines; and large repair shops with blacksmiths, boilermakers, timber
framers, and machinists at the ready. Such changes reduced the diversity of buildings in each mine yard,
while introducing larger specialized structures on the upper Butte Hill.®

Butte’s expansion was undermined shortly after the turn of the twentieth century, as long-simmering
conflicts over mining rights boiled over into what has gone down in history as the War of the Copper Kings.
A 1903 shutdown by Amalgamated, for example, affected 80% of the wage earners in the state, and an
article in the Anaconda Standard indicated that never before had there been such an unfavorable

“O Butte’s multi-family housing is discussed in Brian Shovers, “Housing on the Rocky Mountain Urban Frontier: Multi-Family
Building Forms in Butte, Montana, 1890-1916,” TMs (photocopy), Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives, 1985.

! Martin and Shovers, “Butte, Montana: An Architectural and Historical Inventory of the National Landmark District,” 91.

2 For a discussion of Butte’s early twentieth-century ethnic enclaves see Mary Murphy, “Neighborhoods in Decline: An Inventory
of Centerville and Butte’s Eastside,” TMs (photocopy) 5-17, Butte Historical Society, 1984.

 Brian Shovers, “The Emergence of a World-Class Mining District: A Survey of the Evolution of Butte Mining and Its Mine
Yards,” TMs (photocopy), 5-9 and 18-21, Butte Historical Society, 1984.
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construction outlook in the Mining City. Prominent journalist-historian Ray Stannard Baker commenting on
Butte’s boom/bust fluctuations that year, found Butte to be:

the most Western of American Cities . . . It gives one the impression of an overgrown mining-camp
awakening suddenly to the consciousness that it is a city, putting on the airs and properties of the
city, and yet often relapsing into the old, fascinating, and reckless life of a frontier camp . . . A nearer
view gives one an impression of tremendous disorder, of colossal energies in play.**

By 1906, the legal drama had largely been resolved. Consolidation of local mining interests, and an
expanding market led copper production levels to soar during the prosperous decade that followed, and set
off yet another significant building boom on the earth’s richest hill. At the close of 1906, banner headlines
declared it the “Best Year in the City as Mining Metropolis.”* Two-story buildings with cast-iron
storefronts were suddenly joined by more monumental structures, such as Butte’s first skyscraper, the eight-
story Hirbour Block [7 E. Broadway], the six-story Phoenix Block and the eight-story Metals Bank Building
[2 W. Park] by famed New York architect Cass Gilbert. New skyscrapers and modern apartments added an
urban flair to the built environment that distinguished Butte from other western mining towns, and
throughout the business district, architectural opulence and diversity were the order of the day. Glittery
additions to the uptown scene including Sutton’s New Grand Theatre “the largest and finest theatre in the
West,” and the posh Silver Bow Club were notable examples of Butte’s thriving economy.*®

By 1910, official United States census figures counted 39,165 Mining City residents, with estimates for the
greater Butte area of approximately 90,000, more than twice the population of any other city between
Spokane, Salt Lake City and Minneapolis. Butte’s notable economic and political stature was symbolized in
the construction of two monumental civic buildings that year on the upper tier of the business district, the
Beaux-Arts style County Courthouse and jail.*’

During World War I, when copper production and population levels peaked in Butte, thousands of new
arrivals in Butte demanded more goods, services, and housing. Growing prosperity gave rise to many larger
middle and upper class residences, in a variety of Victorian and post-Victorian architectural styles. The vast
majority of these homes are situated in western and southwestern portions of the city, far removed from
intensive mining operations. But the stately homes of the local elite were hardly segregated in their own
isolated enclave. In a pattern that defines Butte’s eclectic neighborhoods, two- to three-story high-style
Queen Anne, Italianate, Shingle, Classical Revival, and Craftsman houses — including several high-style
mansions designed by the state’s best architects — stand interspersed with far more modest Victorian
cottages, pattern-book Bungalows, duplexes, and fourplexes.*®

“ Ray Stannard Baker, “Butte City: Greatest of Copper Camps,” The Century (April 1903): 870-75.

* Butte Miner, 16 December 1906, Part 2, 1.

*us. Department of the Interior, Office of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United States...1910: Vol. 2, Population, 1143,

7 John L. Androit, comp. and ed., Population Abstract of the United States (McLean, VA: Androit Associates, 1980), 180, 489,
619, 750, and 919. See also Kimberly Currie Morrison, “Butte-Anaconda National Historic Labor Landmark Amendment, Montana,”
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (draft) (Helena: Montana State Historic Preservation Office, 1996), 8. Since
Butte and its “suburbs” comprised almost the entirety of Silver Bow County’s population, the county’s growth rate more accurately
reflects the mining center’s demographic profile. The county claimed 23,744 people in 1890, 47,635 in 1900, and 56,848 in 1910. See
the above cited census sources for population figures specific to Silver Bow County.

* Carrie Johnson, Regional Historic Preservation Plan: Anaconda-Butte Heritage Corridor, 1993, 11-7.
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Butte’s western edges bloomed during the 1910s as hundreds of new residences were constructed and the
city’s sparsely populated southwest corner transitioned into a snug neighborhood lined with Craftsman style
Bungalows. During the 1910s, more Bungalows were constructed in Butte than all other styles combined.
One of the first houses to be mass reproduced, the Craftsman Bungalow followed in popularity upon the
heels of the more pragmatic and less stylish Four-square workers cottages that characterized late nineteenth-
century industrial neighborhoods across America. Distinguished by low-pitched, gabled roof and flared
porch posts, Craftsman homes were suited to family living and a more “style-minded” emerging middle
class.” In 1916, the local newspaper carried an article describing the popularity of the “California
Bungalow” and noted its almost universal choice by builders of small residences.

Within the Central Business District, apartment houses, fourplexes, and numerous residential hotels
proliferated. By 1916, all available space in the business district had been built upon, and when the
Milwaukee Road completed a spectacular passenger station on South Montana Street the following year, the
commercial core of the landmark district largely assumed the form still seen today.

Following World War I, less dramatic fluctuations in copper prices gave periodic fits and starts to local
industry and the physical development of the city. Building continued through the 1920s, albeit at a slower
pace. Near the close of 1923, the Butte Miner pointed with pride “to a steadiness of construction that is a
forceful substantiation of the claim as to [Butte’s] stability, prosperity and optimism” and highlighted the
construction of expansive buildings, such as the Shrine Auditorium (historically The Fox Theatre) [316 W.
Park] and the Finlen Hotel [100 E. Broadway]. “Butte still is the world’s great mining city,” the newspaper
editorialized. “It still has the resources to continue an uninterrupted career as a marvelous producer of
minerals — indeed there are most encouraging developments in that regard almost constantly.”> By 1924,
the production of the Anaconda mines was up significantly, and while Butte’s population declined from its
wartime peak to about 43,000 in 1925, the city still boasted “about the largest payroll in the country for a
city of this size.”

Butte’s economy held steady until the onset of the Great Depression, when an unprecedented downturn
triggered the exodus of thousands of Butte residents. Coupled with a lengthy strike against the Anaconda
Company in 1934, the adverse effects on the Mining City were undeniable. Boarding houses, hotels,
grocery 5s2torcs, meat markets, hardware stores and restaurants closed, and residential areas suffered a similar
decline.

In a 1936 article in Fortune magazine, Butte was described as “a horseshoe of incandescence sparkling
among the Rockies, a city set in the wilderness . . . a dust-colored miners’ town, straggling the base of a
pock-marked hill, fronted by a field of black slag, funneled by rusty red streams . . . Above the town, on the
barren hill, burgeon Anaconda’s ore bins, dumps and trestles; the gallows frames of mine hoists pierce the
sky.”’ 3 Although the district was no longer the world’s greatest copper producer, it remained quite

# Lee and Virginia McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1984), 452-463.

30 «Bright Outlook for Coming Year,” Butte Miner, 31 December 1922, 13. See also Writer’s Program, Montana, Copper Camp
1943, 296-97; “Building Importance,” The Butte Miner, 22 December 1923, 4; “Butte and 1924,” Butte Miner, 30 December 1923, 4.

3t Emmons, Butte Irish, 288; “A Short History of Butte,” Butte Chamber of Commerce, 1925, n.p.

2Us. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Butte, Montana: A Project Report (Washington, DC: GPO, April 1981):
16-17.

53 «Anaconda Copper,” Fortune (December 1936): 85.
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significant. “Within a radius of a mile from the courthouse,” Fortune reported there are 125 mines in
operation and they are producing more than one-fourth of the copper mined in the world.”**

BUTTE NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTIONS

CENTERVILLE™

Butte’s Centerville neighborhood was born amidst the nineteenth-century silver and copper diggings on
Butte Hill. Located on the upper hill of the Summit Valley Mining District, between Walkerville and
Butte’s Central Business District, Centerville is an ethnic enclave ringed by eight mines from the heyday of
Butte‘s copper industry.

Of the 298 buildings within Centerville today, a very high percentage, over 80%, contribute to the historic
district. Twenty-eight percent of the buildings in Centerville today were erected during the early period of
copper mining, and over 40% of the structures were constructed between 1890 and 1900. During this period
the demand for skilled miners soared, attracting thousands of experienced Irish and Cornish miners who
sought housing alongside their compatriots in Centerville in close proximity to the mines. Although
boarding houses and multi-family flats were scattered throughout the area, single-family dwellings
predominated.

ORIGINS OF CENTERVILLE

The community of Centerville grew up around the mines, and as ACM consolidated its ownership of lands
adjacent to their mines in Centerville, most of the lots were surveyed and patented as part of mining claims.
Prominent investors began purchasing Centerville properties along with copper prospects in the late 1870s.
As early as 1877, miners filed on the La Plata Lode, anticipating its potential for home construction within
walking distance of the mines. These were soon followed by the Smith & Kessler Addition and the
Limitation Lode on North Main Street. The Anaconda Company, however, generally chose to lease rather
than sell their property, retaining ownership in the event of expanded mineral development.™

CENTERVILLE: SOCIAL HISTORY

The community of Centerville grew out of ethnic and occupational associations forged by the largely
immigrant, working-class population that congregated around the steel headframes on the hill. [photo #8]
The mass migration of thousands of Cornish and Irish miners to the New World during the 1860s led many
of these nationals first to the Keweenaw Peninsula in Michigan and later to Butte.”” Irish and Cornish
immigrants predominated in this area between 1900 and 1910, with 31% of Centerville residents born in
Ireland, 40% from the mining regions of England, and only 18% of Centerville residents declaring

> “Prosperous Butte, Montana’s Industrial Center,” The Anaconda Standard, 13 August 1905, part II, 1.

55 Brian Shovers, “Centerville: A Distinctive Ethnic & Occupational Enclave,” TMs (photocopy) (Helena: MT SHPO, June 1986).
Updated and revised by Chere Jiusto, 2003. The boundaries for this distinctive community are: on the north, Bennett Street and the
fence of the Missoula Mine; on the west, Missoula Gulch to Empire Street; on the south, Boardman Street and the Butte, Anaconda
and Pacific Butte Hill line; and on the east, a line from the Kelley Mine yard to the Mountain Consolidated Mine yard to Bennett
Street.

% Historians speculate that the company engineered city boundaries to shield its mine properties from city taxation. Without title
to the land, miners and their families, and prospective lenders were often unwilling or unable to finance routine maintenance and home
improvements. During the historic era, Centerville remained outside Butte city limits and, as a result, was ineligible for fire protection,
city sewage and streets, further devaluing the properties. Ironically, the barriers discouraging renovation largely resulted in a high level
of integrity, despite lack of maintenance. ‘

%" Arthur Cecil Todd, The Cornish Miner in America (Glendale: Arthur C. Clark Co., 1967), 16-19.
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themselves native born.>® Cornish miners made their way west from Calumet and Houghton, Michigan to
work in the Clark mines of Butte, including the Travona, the Colusa-Parrott, the Original, the Moulton, the
Black Rock and the Mountain View (colorfully known as the “Saffron Bun” for the large number of Cornish
men employed there).” Marcus Daly meanwhile, offered jobs to thousands of Irishmen, drawing many to
settle alongside the Cornish of Centerville within sight of Daly’s Mountain Con Mine and a short walk to
the Buffalo, the Bell Diamond, the Green Mountain and the Little Minah Mines.

CENTERVILLE: ARCHITECTURE

Residential: The Centerville landscape is comprised of tightly clustered wooden houses built into the steep
upper Butte Hill. [photo #10] The housing is almost exclusively historic, with a full range of workers’
cottages, including vernacular gable-roofed cottages, Queen Annes and rows of Four-square houses.
Working-class architecture is best represented by three workers cottages in a row on the 100 block of E.
LaPlata Street, where closeness of the houses and simple wooden construction is highly representative of the
landmark district’s early architectural heritage.

For a working neighborhood in close proximity to the mine yards, there were surprisingly few boarding
houses and multiple dwellings. As married men replaced single men in the mines, boarding houses lost
local clientele, a demographic change that brought the apartment house and duplex into vogue throughout
Butte. Gert Downey’s boardinghouse [127 E. Center, photo #9] is one of the few remaining; it is essentially
a very large, two-story version of the standard wood frame workers cottage. Elsewhere there are a number
of single-family houses with a separate entrance for boarders, an early pragmatic form that accommodated
the thousands of single Butte miners. These houses had little decoration, often just a hip-roofed porch with
very limited embellishment.

The Mountain Consolidated mine foreman’s house stood on Centerville’s east end, overlooking that mine
yard and headframe. The house is gone but the grounds — including painted rocks, a heated playhouse, and
remains of a pool — reflect the privileged status of the mine bosses. Known by local children as “Sherwood
Forest,” imported dirt, concrete slurry and other materials from the Anaconda Co. work sites were used to
create this green oasis in the midst of a hardscrabble setting.

Commercial Buildings: Most signs of a Centerville commercial district have hidden themselves over time,
and many of the lots are now vacant. The heart of Centerville commerce was a collection of separate
trapezoidal buildings squished onto a block of land bordered by Main, Wells, Mina and Mullins Streets. At
center was the Centerville Hotel, by 1916 known as the Mullen or Mullin House. The Mullin House was a
place of local renown, a three-story brick boarding house that accommodated 200 residents. Surrounding
the hotel in 1900 were a variety of shops and saloons, a sausage manufacturer, three handball courts and a
Chinese laundry.*® Just north on Wells Street stood the D. J. Hennessy Mercantile Co. Gradually, these
businesses disappeared as improved transportation connected residents to the more substantial Central
Business District down the hill. Today, the only turn-of-the-twentieth-century commercial building
remaining is a bakery at 953 N. Main Street [ca. 1900, now a residence].

Public Buildings and Churches: Centerville’s fraternal halls and churches reinforced ethnic solidarity within
the Butte-Anaconda NHL district. The Hall of the Order of St. George was erected in the 1890s [corner of

58 Abstract of the 12" Census, 1900 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1902), 106.
5 Wayland Hand, “The Folklore, Customs and Traditions of the Butte Miner,” California Folkiore Quarterly 5 (1946): 174.
% Sanborn Map Co., Maps of City of Butte: 1888 and 1916.
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Main and West Center] providing a venue for dances and official Cornish festivities.' The Sons of St.
George provided benefits and a safety net to Cornish families coping with the injuries, diseases and deaths
caused by dangerous work underground. The Irish counterpart to St. George’s, the Ancient Order of
Hibernians (AOH) built a brick hall just down the block ca. 1890 [951 N. Main]. The importance of this
fraternal group to the Irish community cannot be overstated: between 1885 and 1911 the AOH paid out over
$30,000 in sick and death benefits to a membership comprised mostly of miners.®> Today only the stone
foundation wall of the Son’s of St. George Hall remains.

Churches were also a bastion of ethnic solidarity and provided a critical social net to working people during
hard times. Cornish residents congregated at the Trinity Methodist Church [1889, 917 N. Main, photo #11].
This simple Gothic-influenced church still stands today. Irish Catholics attended mass in nearby
Walkerville. Through the historic era, politics also split along ethnic lines, with the Cornish supporting
more conservative Republican candidates and their Irish neighbors voting a straight Democratic ticket.

Industrial Resources: Industrial systems were a constant in Centerville’s daily life, and remain etched in the
memories and memoirs of older residents. They remember hopping ore trains, the sound of the fan towers,
ore dumping and whistles at the mine, the sound of compressed air and electric lines buzzing overhead.
Living in Centerville was tantamount to living within a large industrial factory.

The Mountain Consolidated lies on Butte’s northeast edge, its history and identity intertwined with workers
in that part of the NHL district housed in Centerville. The southern vistas of Center Street are dominated by
the Mountain Con’s presence. The large headframe clad with corrugated metal, ore chute, three idler towers
and the hoist building are highly visible and lend identity to the community. Reaching to remarkable depths,
the Con is the origin of the Butte saying “A mile high — a mile deep.” Meanwhile, the Missoula Mine has its
access portal just outside of Centerville. It was an access shaft to the Lexington Tunnel, which extends for
almost its entire length underneath Centerville. A compressed air system was routed through Centerville
along the Butte Hill to run equipment at the Steward, the Original, the Anselmo, the Orphan Girl and other

West Camp mines.

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT®

Uptown Butte was Montana’s most urban and cosmopolitan commercial district at the turn of the twentieth
century, and its historic skyline is punctuated by church steeples and an occasional building above four
stories. The heart of Butte is the Central Business District [CBD]; covering more than 40 square blocks, it is
characterized by close-standing masonry buildings of brick and stone, two to eight stories high. The CBD
consists of 289 buildings, 204 [70%] of which contribute to the historic character of the NHL district, and 85
[30%] do not. Roughly 35% of buildings in the business district were constructed during the nineteenth

century and 65% are twentieth century buildings.

8! The Montana Standard, 28 August 1977.
82 Dave Emmons, “Immigrant Workers and Industrial Hazards: The Irish Miners of Butte, 1880-1919,” Journal of American

Ethnic History (Fall 1985): 5.

83 Christine Amos, Dale Martin, Mary Murphy and Brian Shovers, “The Butte Central Business District: The Making of an Urban
Landscape 1876-1930,” TMs (photocopy), Butte Central Business District files, MT SHPO, Helena, MT, 1984. Revised by Brian
Shovers, June 1986; Updated and revised by Chere Jiusto, 2003. The CBD is bounded on the north by Quartz Street, on the south by
Porphyry Street, on the west by Montana and Washington Streets, and on the east by Arizona Street.
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CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT: SETTLEMENT HISTORY

During the 1860s Butte developed into a promising silver camp, its Main Street crowded with wooden,
false-fronted commercial structures. Beginning in 1864, Main Street also provided access between the
placer diggings along Silver Bow Creek and the Original Lode, a quartz claim located on Wyoming Street.
Park Street emerged as the primary thoroughfare, no doubt due to its natural course as a flat bench amidst
hilly terrain.

The struggling placer camp of Butte City, an area of approximately 183 acres, was first surveyed in 1867.
Nine years later, the original townsite, bounded by Copper, Washington, Gold and Arizona Streets, was
platted. Early entrepreneurs in Butte City included those whose respective fortunes would derive not from
the precé?us metals below the Butte Hill but from the valuable commercial sites they controlled on the
surface.

In 1877, Andrew Jackson Davis, a successful merchant and supplier of mining equipment in other territorial
camps, joined Helena’s Samuel Hauser to establish the First National Bank of Butte on North Main Street.
The district grew, but in September 1879 a major fire that swept Main Street destroyed much of what Butte
had been, and cleared the way for a new era of masonry and stone.®> Two years later, the arrival of the Utah
and Northern Railroad further altered the young city. Rail transportation facilitated the shipment of ores out
of Butte, along with an influx of building materials, food and manufactured products from places as far
away as Chicago, Minneapolis, Salt Lake City and beyond.

The advent of quartz mining for Butte’s silver and copper catalyzed rapid local growth. The
industrialization of the mining process, beginning with the emergence of the first copper mines in 1883,
required major infusions of capital and a large specialized work force, precipitating a feverish demand for
goods and services. This attracted dozens of investors who erected substantial two- and three-story brick
and stone commercial buildings. In Butte, commercial building fluctuations between the mid-1880s and
early 1920s can be linked directly to recurring cycles in the world copper market and traced through the
city’s Uptown architecture.

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT: ARCHITECTURAL PATTERNS

Butte’s Uptown “urban canyon” landscape of large commercial blocks and architect-designed masonry
buildings emerged about 1890 with a look and feel evoking a scaled-down Chicago of the period. Indeed
some of Butte’s most distinctive architecture was designed by Chicago based and trained architects and
many Butte buildings follow classical column proportions, albeit a slightly squatter Butte variant with a
shorter column shaft and reduced number of floors. Building facades turned toward the streetscape featured
dressed brick and ornamental motifs, while the secondary elevations were generally plain, and composed of
local soft, orangey-red brick. Streets followed a standard platted grid and mining activities were pushed
beyond the boundaries of the business district. Essential services were provided along a system of
alleyways, vaulted sidewalks, and steam power conduits to most buildings.

Civic and Commercial: During the early 1890s, the cast-iron building front became one of the most
distinctive elements in Uptown Butte. A popular architectural innovation of the 1870s, cast iron facades
made larger display windows structurally possible, while providing elaborate architectural detailing such as

o4 Early landowners included livery owner William Owsley, clothing merchant Henry Jacobs, miner John Noyes, and two lawyers,
Charles Warren and Hiram Knowles
8 The Butte Miner, 10 September 1879.
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floral-patterned window hoods and metal cornices accented with large consoles at either end.% Initially, cast
iron fronts were shipped in from elsewhere and foundry plates are still visible on some buildings.
Tremendous demand for these pre-fabricated buildings fronts prompted the Tuttle Manufacturing Co. in
Anaconda to begin casting the iron facades in 1889. Several years later the Western Iron Works in Butte
followed Tuttle’s lead.®” Butte’s 1890s commercial buildings generally were two- or three-story brick
buildings, with cast iron fagades at the street level. The Mt. Vernon Hotel [107-111 W. Broadway, by 1884]
and the Odd Fellows Hall built in 1884 [58 W. Broadway] were among Butte’s earliest cast-iron storefronts
and a trend away from the more impermanent construction of Butte’s early settlement period. The Hamilton
Block by H. M. Patterson [1892, 45 W. Broadway] is another fine example with its ornamental cast iron
columns, large storefront windows and tall transoms, cast iron balcony at the second floor and crowning
cornice all manufactured by the Montana Iron Works of Butte.

Within the business district there was a shift away from the rooming houses of the 1880s (from 26 in 1885
to seven in 1900). Responding to both the demand for attractive street-level commercial space and the
urgent need for living space for working men, enterprising investors financed commercial construction that
increasingly incorporated upper level lodgings above storefronts at street level. Patterson’s Hamilton Block
and Stephens Block [1890, corner of Park and Montana Streets], along with the Curtis Music Hall [1892, 52
W. Broadway, photo #26] all reflect this pattern.

Butte’s Uptown commercial area acquired a decided late-Victorian flavor by the close of the nineteenth
century. H. M. Patterson was Butte’s most prominent nineteenth-century architect and his work
incorporated elements of many late nineteenth century revival styles.®® Patterson set the pace for
commercial design in Butte, with at least nine substantial Uptown buildings. Along Broadway, the Good
Templars Lodge [42 W. Broadway, 1891], the Mantle Block/Liberty Theater [1892, 14-20 W. Broadway],
the Gothic Revival First Presbyterian Church [1896, 215 W. Broadway], the original Thornton Hotel [1891,
53 E. Broadway] stand out.

Another impressive Victorian building is Butte’s Romanesque-influenced City Hall [24 E. Broadway]. This
weighty three-and-a-half-story building combines a first story of rusticated stone with upper floors of brick,
round arches and a square clock tower. City government operated from this headquarters from 1891 until
1977.

The last four years of the nineteenth century contributed significantly to the cosmopolitan aura of the Central
Business District. With an eye toward the larger world beyond Montana’s borders, Butte shed its “wide
open” mining camp image and metamorphosed into a Rocky Mountain metropolis. The city
self-consciously strove to create architecture to match its newly achieved status, and three late nineteenth-
century buildings in particular embodied this new image — the Hennessy Building, the Thornton Block and
Sutton’s Broadway Theater.

In 1896 Daniel Hennessy, one of Butte’s most prominent entrepreneurs, obtained title from Marcus Daly for
a lot at Broadway and Main, and hired one of Minneapolis’ most distinguished architects, Fredrick Kees, to

% Ibid.

7 Mark F iege, “Overview of the AFFCO Foundry,” TMs (photocopy), 6, Butte files, MT SHPO, Helena, MT, 1985. The foundry
was taken over by the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. in 1896.

%8 Etched in the minds of the city’s older residents are the memories of such buildings as the Butte Public Library, the Broadway
Theatre and the Intermountain Building. The Butte Public Library still stands, however, it was completely rebuilt during the 1960s in
the Modernist style following a major fire in which it lost its top floor.
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design what would become Montana’s largest and most elegant department store [130 N. Main, photo #29].
Kees used steel, terra cotta, brick, decorative glass and iron grillwork to create a magnificent six-story
mercantile in a Romanesque Revival design current with architecture in the most cosmopolitan cities. When
ACM moved to the sixth floor of the Hennessy Building in 1901, the company could fully survey an
economic and political empire from atop the city’s tallest, most contemporary structure.

The Thornton Block followed in 1901 [65 W. Broadway], constructed at the corner of Broadway and
Wyoming for $75,000. With a cast iron and glass entrance canopy, this beautifully detailed one-hundred
room, five-story brick hotel was regarded as Butte’s premier hostelry and one of the most elegant in the
West at the time.

Butte’s commercial turn-of-the-century buildings presaged even greater changes within the NHL for the
following decade. Following years of unrest as the Amalgamated Copper Mining Company subsumed most
of the city’s copper producing mines, Butte's mining interests stabilized, fostering an unprecedented
citywide boom in building and civic improvements that enhanced Butte’s up-to-date, urban character. An
electric street railway ran down Broadway, linking neighborhoods and providing reliable transportation
throughout the city. During the first decade of the new century, local utility companies became firmly
established, financial institutions prospered, businessmen joined selective fraternal clubs, population
increased and labor organizations gained greater strength.

Twentieth-century technologies, especially steel frame and curtain wall construction and the elevator,
allowed buildings to achieve heights far above the limits of masonry-bearing techniques. Less than a decade
after Chicago and New York architects refined methods used in “skyscrapers,” Butte’s Hirbour Block [7 E.
Broadway, 1903, photo #28] and the State Savings Bank [2 W. Park, 1906-7, a.k.a. the Metals Bank]
employed those technologies in Montana’s first, truly tall buildings. These two slender buildings employed
curtain wall technology, with an internal framework that carried the perimeter loads and freed up the fagade
for windows and architectural expression. The latter was designed by New York architect, Cass Gilbert, and
is the Butte’s tallest building, reaching an eight-story height. Gilbert’s palette combined steel, brown brick,
stone, concrete, marble and copper, in a $325,000 classically-influenced building, rich in Beaux-Arts detail.
To the west, also on Park Street, Butte architect Herman Kemna's Phoenix Block [43 W. Park] housed the

Symon’s Department Store, a six-story rival to Hennessy’s.69

With constant demand for living space in Butte, buildings such as the Napton and the Leonard Apartments
enjoyed full occupancy at completion. Local architect William A. O’Brien designed both of these four-story
buildings with a flourish for fine symmetry and attention to detail. The Napton [25 E. Granite] is striking in
its blockish form, dressed with a grand arched opening and symmetrical fenestration and bays. The Leonard
[205 W. Granite], narrower than its contemporary, and appears taller and lighter due to curving bays and a
decorative cornice that draw the eye upward. Link and Haire's Silver Bow Club, an elaborately detailed
fraternal club, stands east of the courthouse. The Silver Bow County Courthouse and Silver Bow County
Jail [155 W. Granite, both Link and Haire, 1910], and the Butte Telephone Co. [124 W. Granite, George
Shanley, architect, 1907], reflect the popularity of Beaux-Arts buildings during this era.

The Carpenters’ Union Hall on W. Granite, designed by N. T. Nelson, architect, [156 W. Granite, 1906,
photo #27] was a center of union solidarity, housing the Local Union of Carpenter’s and Joiners along with
the Iron Workers, Steel Metal Workers, Clerks, Boilermakers and Women’s Protective Unions. The Butte

59 Kemna’s career brought him in 1898 from Helena to Butte, where he initially worked for H. M. Patterson.
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Miners’ Union also found a home here following the dynamiting of their hall in 1914. In the period between
1890 and 1935, close to fifty buildings housed union chapters. In addition to prominent labor properties like
Miners’ Union Hall and Carpenters’ Union Hall, fraternal organizations such as the International Order of
Odd Fellows and the International Order of Good Templars were a longtime base for several groups.
Business blocks such as the M&M [9 N. Main, photo #25] and the M&B building [17 W. Broadway] also
listed numerous labor and trade associations that had offices and regular meetings in their upper floors.
Elsewhere in the city, such institutions as Scandia Hall and Finnish Hall on the East Side also held
prominent ethnic associations. Other meeting sites were simply homes and apartments of union members.”

By 1910, Butte had become an established mercantile trade center throughout the Northwest. Served by five
major railroads, Butte’s exceptional distribution network gave rise to 32 wholesale houses and a growing
number of manufacturing companies. The demands generated by World War I drove copper prices up,
spurring production, population growth and building starts to new heights. Residential hotels built during
this era, such as the Dyckman [10 S. Idaho], the Mueller [501 W. Granite], the Keefe [31 S. Main], the Kayn
[16 W. Galena], the Tait [107 E. Broadway], the Kayn [16 W. Galena], the Wheeler [124 W. Broadway],
and the Doyle [6 W. Mercury] provided lodgings for the wartime surge in mineworkers. Substantial
business blocks, including the Chester [71 E. Park], the Thomas [37-47 W. Park], and Miners’ Savings Bank
[55 W. Park], offering furnished upstairs rooms for rent, were also constructed during this vibrant era.
Following the war years, a glut of copper depressed prices and Butte’s economy stagnated. Building activity
stabilized in the CBD by the mid-1920s, with a few notable exceptions such as the Finlen Hotel [photo #22]
and the Masonic Temple.

The stock market crash of 1929 and an ensuing plunge in copper prices brought severe economic hardship to
the Mining City. Despite periodic surges, the population of Butte gradually diminished. Even when
demand for copper during World War II once again animated the city, commercial interests declined to
invest in new Uptown construction. Since that time, there has been little large-scale construction within the
NHL boundaries, particularly as the automobile drew population growth to “The Flats™ and a strip of
commercial businesses developed along Harrison Avenue.

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT: SOCIAL HISTORY

Along the edges of Butte’s business district, commercial and social enclaves emerged. Most distinctive
were the “red light” district and Butte’s Chinatown. The Chinese settled on the perimeter of Butte in the
mid-1860s finding work in abandoned placer claims, and in industries — food preparation, woodcutting and
laundry — serving the white population. In the early 1880s, Butte’s Chinatown was born when Ing Pong
constructed a log cabin just west of Main Street. The alley west of Main intersecting Galena and Mercury
Streets became the heart of a Chinese enclave that included numerous shops, lodgings, gaming rooms, a joss
house and a Baptist mission.”' Restaurants known as noodle parlors opened, serving only Asians until the
turn of the century when the rest of the population began to patronize them. Two remain today as
outstanding ethnic resources in the NHL district — the Mai Wah [19 W. Mercury] and the Pekin [117 S.
Main, operating since 1911 in the original location]. In 1890, Butte’s Chinese community peaked in
population at 403, and stretched from Main to Colorado Street and from Galena to Mercury Street. Masonry
buildings appeared in Chinatown during the 1890s; the three-story brick Wah Chong Tai Company [15 W.
Mercury St.] was one of the first permanent structures erected. The Chinese population declined by 1900
when the effects of anti-Chinese sentiments and legislation were felt.

"OR. L. Polk & Co., Butte City Directories (Butte, MT: R. L. Polk & Co. Publishers, 1892-1930).
"' U.S. Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the U.S., 1910, vol. 1, 225.



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

BUTTE-ANACONDA HISTORIC DISTRICT Page 27

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

Throughout the mining west, prostitution was a major industry in camps, towns and burgeoning cities during
the mining era, “as much a part of the landscape as gallus frames, smelter stacks and piles of tailings. No
camp was complete without its saloons, gambling halls, variety theater, dance hall, brothels and cribs.””* In
Butte’s heyday, a thriving, almost uninterrupted red light district grew up between Park and Mercury Streets,
extending behind Main to Arizona Street. The “line” of prostitution initially fronted onto Park Street in
shacks and log cabins, close to a saloon district on East Park, the Chinese district to the west and the Main
Street streetcar line. By the late 1880s the trade shifted to the alleys between Park and Mercury Streets,
which were increasingly lined with cribs. By 1900, Mercury Street was transformed from a dirt road with
scattered cabins to a street where large brick parlor houses put a respectable front to the tightly packed crib
rows in the rear. Houses of ill repute and local renown included the Windsor, the Irish World and the
Dumas on West Mercury, along with the Copper Block Saloon on the corner of Wyoming and Galena.”

Progressive impulses at the beginning of the twentieth century contributed to a move to clean up deteriorated
wood frame buildings and undesirable occupants within the city. Citing health and safety concerns, city
fathers razed portions of the Chinese and red light quarter, erasing the demimonde along East Galena and
Mercury Streets. Chinatown remained within its one-block boundaries into the twentieth century but the
Chinese presence was pushed back from Main Street, and China Alley (between Main & Colorado Streets)
became the main thoroughfare of Chinatown.

Pressures to clean up the red-light district shifted open solicitation from both sides of Mercury Street to the
shielded alley between Mercury and Galena Streets, which came to be known as Venus Alley. Venus Alley
was enclosed by the “Green Board Fence,” shielding the Alley’s walking trade and houses of prostitution
from street view, with the exception of a red light out front. Half a dozen brick buildings remain today,
around the corner of Main and Mercury. Examples include the building at 56 East Mercury with windows
to display “sporting girls,” and two parlor houses: the Dumas Brothel [45 E. Mercury] one of the last houses
of prostitution to operate in Butte (now a museum), and the Royal [15 E. Mercury].

The newly cleared lots were not long vacant as twentieth century automotive transportation, automobile
showrooms, service stations and parking garages moved in to replace the razed brothels and Chinese
laundries. By the end of World War II all that remained of Butte’s distinctive Chinatown were the Mai Wah
Noodle Parlor, a neighboring building [19 W. Mercury], the Wah Chong Tai Mercantile and the Pekin
Noodle Parlor.” Destruction of the red light district continued well into the later part of the 1980s with the
Copper Block and its accompanying cribs. Fortunately buildings such as the Royal and the Dumas, along
with interpretation at the Copper Block site, keep the social story of the red light district alive.

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT: INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES

Mining: Mine shafts of startling depth and complexity remain beneath the streets and buildings of Uptown
Butte. Mining and milling activities took place on the outskirts of Butte’s business district in the early
1880s; the Morning Star Hoisting Works [corner of Montana & Mercury Streets], the Lexington Stamp Mill
[corner of Arizona & Galena Streets] and a full-scale operation, the Emma Mine, arose around the business
district. In one odd situation, the “Smokehouse shaft” was developed after rich ore was found at the

72 Mary Murphy, “The Making of a Red Light District,” 1.

" Ibid., 9-17.

7 Isabel Hill, “A Different Perspective of the History of Butte, Montana: Its Commercial Development and Built Environment”
(master’s thesis, George Washington University, 1973). For more on Butte’s Chinese population, see Rose Hum Lee, “The Growth and
Decline of Chinese Communities in the Rocky Mountain Region” (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 1949).
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northwest corner of Broadway and Wyoming during excavation for the Thornton Hotel. The Smokehouse
was dug across the street on the southwest corner but never paid out, and the Nebraska Block was built over
the shaft. Historically known as the Acoma, it was not until the mid-1990s that the open shaft beneath the
building was plugged.

The Emma Mine between Silver and Porphyry Streets, and a number of utilitarian or light industrial
businesses marked the character of Butte’s more industrial south end. By 1890, blacksmith shops, carpentry
shops and laundries lined the southern ends of Montana, Arizona and Main Streets, along with a planing
mill, and a food processing plant.

The Montana Iron Works [215 S. Main, erected by 1888] was Butte’s first major foundry, manufacturing
architectural iron, iron and brass castings, and mining and milling machinery. This two-story masonry
building featured numerous windows to light the interior and large vehicular doors: pragmatic architecture
that characterized this area for decades to come. “The Montana Iron Works turns out first-class work. They
manufacture iron and brass castings, Cornish rolls, Blake crushers, crusher plates, car wheels, architectural
castings, mining cages and cars, hoisting engines, French ranges, and mine timber frames. They employ
about thirty men, with a payroll of about three thousand dollars per month.””

ST. MARY's NEIGHBORHOOD"®

St. Mary’s neighborhood is one of the oldest settlements in the Butte-Anaconda Historic District. Built
upon mining claims in the early 1870s, the neighborhood came to comprise the heart of Butte’s Irish
community, following the boundaries of the St. Mary's Catholic Church parish and encompassing the
enclaves of Dublin Gulch and Cork Town.

Lying between Centerville, the Central Business District and the West Side, St. Mary’s is an almost
exclusively residential neighborhood that shares common settlement patterns and architecture with
neighboring Centerville. St. Mary’s contains 379 buildings and the industrial resources of four mines: the
Anselmo, the Original, the Steward and the Kelley. There are 292 nineteenth-century buildings — four built
between 1871 and 1880, 54 between 1881 and 1890 and 233 between 1891 and 1900.”7 A full 93%
contribute to the landmark district’s significance. Although there once were several saloons and small
groceries along North Main Street, today only one commercial building remains in the neighborhood.

ST. MARY’S: SETTLEMENT HISTORY

Development of the St. Mary's area occurred early in Butte’s history. Dublin Gulch, the area east of
Wyoming Street, north of Copper Street (a.k.a. the Anaconda Road) and south of the Mountain Consolidated
Mine was one of the first settlements in town; early references named the area “Town Gulch.” The
availability of firewood and water, and the close proximity to mining claims, encouraged settlement in this

> Dale Martin, “The South Central Neighborhood” TMs (photocopy), 9-10, Butte South-Central files, MT SHPO, Helena, MT,
1986. By 1914 the Montana Iron Works relocated closer to rail connections in developing South Butte. No longer in operation, the
foundry building remains and houses a commercial business.

7 Mary Murphy, St. Mary’s Neighborhood: A Bedroom to Butte’s Miners,” TMs (photocopy), Butte St. Mary’s files, MT SHPO,
Helena, MT, 1985. Revised by Brian Shovers, June 1986; updated and revised by Chere Jiusto 2003. The east boundary of this
neighborhood follows the fence line of the Berkeley Pit to the outside boundaries of the Kelley Mine yard; the southern boundary is
Quartz Street; the west boundary follows Excelsior Street north to Antimony Street and proceeds along the road that borders and
encompasses the remains of the Anaconda Co. timber treatment plant north of the Anselmo Mine yard; on the north, the boundary
follows Empire to Boardman Street and extends back to the Kelley Mine yard.

77 Information on date of construction derived from Sanborn maps dated 1884, 1888, 1890, 1891, 1900, 1916 and 1954, as well as
available building permits.
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area. Visitors in 1865 “found a small cluster of cabins up in Town Gulch and all around them were tall trees
which extended up onto Anaconda Hill,” making Butte "a very attractive place for a home.””®

St. Mary’s Neighborhood extends westward from Dublin Gulch with houses built into the steep hillside and
crowded around mine yards and other industrial structures [photo #19]. As claims were mined out and real
estate values eclipsed mineral values, the 1880s saw the conversion of many former mining properties into
platted city additions. The Warren and Kingsbury Addition was platted above the Original Mine in the
Woolman Street area in 1878 by Charles Warren, William Clark and other prominent Butte landowners. In
1882, the elder Clark, his son Henry and Warren filed a claim on the Limitation Lode, between the Original
Mine and Copper Street. Several blocks to the east, near the Steward mines, James A. and Sarah F. Murray
and others made claims to the Rialto Lode in 1882. In 1884, contractor David Ross, real estate man John
Cannon, and physician George Sarchet claimed the Nightingale Lode in the area west of Montana Street
along the BA & P tracks. In 1886 Joseph Rosenthal and Timothy Kelly platted the Gagnon Addition just
east of Missoula Gulch, within walking distance of the Gagnon and Anselmo mines. And by 1892 the
Hoskins and Mount Moriah Lodes were patented and located along the BA & P tracks west of Montana
Street. As the nineteenth century drew to a close, extensive building took place in the St. Mary’s area,
providing much needed housing for those working in the nearby mines.”

ST. MARY’S: SOCIAL HISTORY

With the advent of hardrock mining, the Irish poured into Butte-Anaconda and newly created Silver Bow
County: census records number 2,308 in the county in 1890, and 3,196 in the City by 1910.%° By 1913, 19%
of the immigrant miners were Irish, the largest ethnic group employed underground.®’ They worked in
Marcus Daly’s mines and lived in the neighborhoods at the foot of the gallus frames of the Anaconda,
Neversweat, St. Lawrence, and Mountain Con mines — the area known as “Dublin Gulch.” Residents of St.
Mary’s neighborhood mirrored this pattern. Between the late 1880s and early 1900s, 51% of workers in the
neighborhood were miners, another 12% held jobs directly relating to the mines, and others such as
carpenters, blacksmiths, and firemen may well have worked in mining-related positions. There were almost
no professional men residing in the neighborhood.82

A writer for Scribner’s Magazine in 1934 distinguished between the “brick house” Irish in Centerville and
“shanty” Irish in Dublin Gulch. Dublin Gulch lacked brick structures, instead Duggan Avenue, Anaconda
Terrace, Topaz, Emerald, and Lava Streets were flanked with one and two-story frame houses.®” Within the
Gulch there were separate enclaves. Corktown (lying north of the BA & P tracks) was named for the origin
of many of its residents, County Cork, Ireland. Anaconda Road, a well-traveled thoroughfare leading up to a
number of the mines was a neighborhood unto itself,** with workers’ cottages lining the roadway right up to
the Kelley mine gates. Another Irish enclave, a congested area of wood frame houses known as Bear

7 Harold Greiner, “History of Butte,” TMs (photocopy), 9, Butte Public Library.

7 Information on land ownership and dates for the platting of additions and the patenting of mining lodes was derived from plat
maps and books found in the Butte — Silver Bow County Clerk and Recorder’s office. Owner occupation was gathered from Polk City
Directories.

%0 John R. Stenson, “Foreign Born Population in Montana 1870-1900” (master’s thesis, Montana State University, 1956), 21,
1218 U S. Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census Abstract, 1900, 106; U.S. Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census, 1910, 212.

Jerry Calvert, “Class and Community” (Chapter of manuscript published in 1987 by Montana Historical Society entitled The
szraltar Labor and Socialism in Butte, 1895-1920), 113-14.

Occupatlonal and place of origin information derived from the Silver Bow County 1900 Manuscript Census.

These streets are no longer extant, eliminated by Anaconda during the latter twentieth century in anticipation of open pit mining.

¥ Vern O’ Sullivan, interview by Mary Murphy, 14 September 1984, notes in possession of author.
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Wyoming once extended from North Wyoming Street east toward Dublin Gulch. The houses were built so
close together that there was scarcely room for toilets and a 1912 health department study referred to the 700
block as “one general junk pile” and “one of the dirtiest and most unsanitary places inspected.”® North
Wyoming remained an Irish neighborhood throughout the historic period.* (Unfortunately, later twentieth-
century mining displaced the streets and buildings of these gulches in the 1950s.)

Slavic miners also first settled in Dublin Gulch upon arriving in Butte during the early twentieth century. As
men from Serbia and Croatia got off the train, they filtered up Utah and Arizona Streets and into Dublin
Gulch, heading for the mines. The Butte Evening News ran an inflammatory editorial in 1910 criticizing
their clannishness and their willingness to “buy” jobs by paying extortionist rents to mine foremen, who also
happened to own cabins in Dublin Gulch. “The bohunk colony proper lies in that portion known as
‘Corktown’ and ‘Dublin Gulch.” North Wyoming Street from Copper Street north to the BA & P tracks is a
regular bohunk hotbed. Every available house, cabin or shack that can be procured is rented by this element,
and between shifts in the mines they are herded like cattle day and night.”*’

In the 300 block of North Wyoming Street were buildings, now gone, that figured prominently in Butte’s
history. The Finnish Worker’s Hall was a social and political center where plays put on by International
Workers of the World IWW) members shared the stage with traditional Finnish entertainment. Next door,
at 316 N. Wyoming, stood the Steele Building, a boarding house that gained notoriety one night in 1917
when IWW organizer Frank Little was dragged from Room 32 and taken out and hanged from the
Milwaukee Railroad trestle.

ST. MARY’S: ARCHITECTURE

Residential: There are 286 homes in this working-class neighborhood, in a hilly area where streets and
houses are built into the landscape. Many lots, sometimes whole blocks, are bordered with finely crafted
stone walls reportedly built by experienced Cornish stoneworkers to bring road grades into conformance
with local ordinances. Sloping dirt roads paved in cobblestone and brick, along with storm drain patterns
resulted in unique routes and roadbeds that persist into present day. Nanny Goat Hill, with its stepped
sidewalks and terraced streets illustrates this adaptation to the topography.

The Thompson Investment Company (TIC) constructed many of the workers’ cottages in this neighborhood.
City building permits document at least 17% as TIC houses, and it is probable that the company built many
more. On Virginia Street alone, the TIC constructed 21 workers’ cottages remaining today. Originally
Montana Loan & Realty run by Albert Seligman, the TIC became one of the major installment building
companies in Butte. James R. Thompson, president of the company in 1901, listed himself as a “speculator”
in the 1885-1886 Butte City Directory. The company was particularly active in the northern sectors of the
city, but also built houses in South Butte.

At the turn of the twentieth century, North Wyoming Street clearly reflected St. Mary’s working-class
character. The 30 houses on the street are modest but represent a range of Victorian styles, from workers’

5M. I McNallon, Silver Bow County Health Department, “Report on Sanitary Conditions in the mines and Community, Silver
Bow County, December 1908—April 1912,” Small Collections 89, Montana State Historical Society, 22-27. As late as 1962, 72
families still occupied Bear, Wyoming.

% O’Sullivan interview. Mr. O’Sullivan recalled only one non-Irish family ever living there.

87 Writer’s Program, Montana, Copper Camp (New York: Hastings House 1943), 135.

8 Mary Murphy, “Report on a Survey of Historical Architecture on Butte’s West Side,” TMs (photocopy), Appendix B, 8, Butte
Historical Society, 1981.
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cottages to a variety of porch-and-gable-fronted houses, to Queen Anne houses. Most common in this
neighborhood are the simple Four-square, hip-roofed worker’s cottages (20%). The next largest group is
vernacular Victorian dwellings (13%); followed by bay-fronted and rectangular flats (11%) and Queen Anne
cottages (10%). The remalnmg buildings consist of porch-and-gable-fronted houses and a few shotguns,
duplexes and Bungalows.”” There are only five of what could be termed high style Victorian residences
present here, two built in a prominent location on Main Street; one served as a parish rectory.

Rental lodgings were common in St. Mary’s. Notable among these are the Buckley boarding house [526 N.
Wyoming], a two-story brick building on the corner of Copper and North Wyoming, and the Scott Boarding
House [15 W. Copper].

Religious Buildings: North Wyoming Street was the heart of St. Mary’s Catholic parish founded in 1902. A
wood frame church was built in 1903 [713 N. Wyoming, photo 13] and the following September, the Sisters
of Charity of Leavenworth opened a school in the church basement. A three-story brick school was
completed in 1906, and by 1916 there were 726 pupils. The church was destroyed by fire in August 1931,
and Pastor J.M. Nolan “worked zealously” for a new one. By the year’s end, the cornerstone for a new
church was laid on a lot on North Main Street donated by the Anaconda Company. A parish library in the
bas%ronent and social activities for children, men and women made St. Mary's a center of neighborhood

life.

Commercial Buildings: The one commercial building in St. Mary’s neighborhood is the State Savings Bank.
Constructed in the 1890s, this Victorian building features a corner entry and projecting bays on the second
story. In later years it housed Duke & Dorgan’s Mortuary and Harry’s Butcher Shop [corner Copper &
Main, photo #20].

Civic Buildings: The Federal Building [400 N. Main] is a three-and-one-half-story Beaux-Arts building with
arooftop balustrade and courtyard, and corner quoining. Completed in 1904, the building held the US
courtroom, post office and offices, and was an important governmental presence atop the business district.

ST. MARY’S: INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES

The Original, the Steward, the Anselmo and the Parrott Mines are central to the history and geography of
this neighborhood, and are striking elements in Butte’s extractive labor landscape; these are discussed more
in the mine yards section below. Other industrial businesses that once played a vital role in this
neighborhood include the BA & P section houses and the Butte Brewery on North Wyoming St.

SouTH BUTTE”
As the Butte Hill begins to flatten out at the northern edge of South Butte, it breaks into two descending

plateaus, flat benches wide enough to accommodate railroads, train yards, warehouses and housing.

% Information on building type derived from an inventory conducted in 1984 by Mary Murphy, Brian Shovers and Donna
Hartman for the Butte Historical Society.

% Western Montana Catholic Directory, 1984 Centennial Edition (Helena, MT: Bishop of the Roman Catholic
Dlocese of Helena, 1984), 64. Today the church serves as the headquarters for the Our Lady of the Rockies organization.

*! The South Butte context is drawn from two unpublished sources: Dale Martin, “South Butte,” TMs (photocopy) South Butte
files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1986; Mike Koop, “South Butte: An Account of a Latter Nineteenth Century Neighborhood,” TMs
(photocopy), South Butte files, MT SHPO, Helena 1984; updated and revised by Chere Jiusto, 2003. South Butte boundaries
correspondingly follow Platinum Street and the Great Northern Railroad tracks on the north; Front Street on the south; and Garden
Street on the east. The west border follows Main Street from Platinum Street to Freemont Street, proceeds west along Fremont to
Montana Street, and follows Montana Street south to Front Street.
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Railroad planners took advantage of this natural engineering, and located a rail terminus below the central
business district. Industry drew development and soon the rails framed a neighborhood that filled the land
between the two main rail lines running north of Third Street and south of Front Street.

Of 860 buildings in South Butte, the majority, 643 or 75%, contribute to the significance of the landmark
district. The houses of South Butte represent a variety of architectural styles, construction materials and
decades, and almost half of the 860 dwellings date before 1900. Of the twentieth-century residences, three-
quarters were erected by 1920; just 10% after 1940. Many of the twentieth-century dwellings in South Butte
are second-generation buildings, replacing simpler wooden houses.

SOUTH BUTTE: SETTLEMENT HISTORY

As the center of Butte and nearby neighborhoods grew, South Butte developed as the nucleus of an
important and rapidly expanding transportation network. Urban growth of the neighborhood followed the
1881 arrival of the Utah and Northern Railroad (Montana Union after 1886), and construction of a passenger
depot, freight station, locomotive facilities, and a switchyard over a half mile south and 200’ in elevation
below the Butte townsite.”” In contrast to the grid pattern of the original townsite and later additions up the
Hill, South Butte announced its industrial priorities and aligned itself around the rail lines. Miners John
Noyes and David N. Upton platted three additions on placer claims adjacent to South Butte, establishing
streets parallel and perpendicular to the tracks. The first neighborhood addition, Noyes and Upton’s
Railroad Addition, was platted in November 1881.

The Curtis & Majors [1890], Farrell [1891] and Cobban [1898] additions lie to the east, and comprise a
second distinct area containing several private commercial and industrial businesses as well as a fine
collection of Victorian houses. The Farrell Addition was named for Franklin Farrell, president of the Parrott
Co. and a partner in the Western Iron Works. Farrell’s Parrott Silver & Copper Co. smelter stood just
southwest of South Butte. The Cobban Addition was platted by R. M. Cobban who owned a real estate and
loan company specializing in “The best class of City, Farming and Mining Properties.”

The industrial character of the landmark district’s south end was laid down by 1888, with a distinctive zone
of industry between Front, Main, Platinum, and Oregon Streets. The Northern Pacific [1883, photo #37] and
Great Northern Railways [1910, photo #39] formed the north and south perimeters to South Butte,” and the
Belmont Mine and Parrott smelter bounded the neighborhood on the east. Between the switchyard and
Front Street just to the north, wholesale firms built woodframe warehouses, designed to receive freight on
the south side, and sell goods such as lumber, hay and feed, and beer on the north side.

The Butte Electric Railway also spurred development of the area. Until the late 1890s, the Montana
Union/Northern Pacific mainline was the southern boundary of the city, and the area to the south was
undeveloped. Although extensive platting of residential additions began before 1900, building depended on
the proximity of streetcar lines. Transportation networks came on line between 1885 and 1890, and soon
streetcars ran “to about every part of the city; to Walkerville, to South Butte and the several railroad depots;
to Meaderville, to the Westside and to the Boulevard, every fifteen or twenty minutes.”®* Utah Avenue
especially, with the South Butte-Uptown connector line, attracted businesses and homebuilders and by 1895,

2us. Geological Survey, Butte Special map, 1898; Bird's-Eye View of Butte-City, Montana...1884 (Lithograph, published by J.
J. Stoner, Madison, WI)

% Guy X. Piatt, The Story of Butte — Old Timers’ Handbook Illustrated (Butte: Standard Manufacturing and Printing, 1897), 70-
71.

** Ibid., 71, 76.
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buildings lined its entire length. Within five years, the open spaces between South Butte and the central
business district had disappeared.

The land between Main and Montana Streets remained mostly unoccupied until after 1915 when much of it
was platted.”’ As the growing city absorbed South Butte in the early twentieth century, the area between
Platinum and Third Streets became increasingly industrialized. Utah Street separated the warehouse district
to the east from the residential neighborhoods to the west.

In 1916, plans for a new Milwaukee Railroad Depot on South Montana [photo #69] opened that street
corridor to commercial development, prompting construction of two three-story hotels, the Mueller and
Phelan, to be erected on the east side of Montana Street. Warehouse and distributing firms followed and, by
the 1930s, several companies had constructed buildings on the west side of Montana Street, serviced by
railway spur tracks.’®

SOUTH BUTTE: SOCIAL HISTORY

Unlike Walkerville, Centerville and Meaderville, South Butte was not an ethnic neighborhood. Most of the
people of South Butte were born in the United States, although immigrants from Canada and Northern
Europe formed a large minority, with a few from southern and eastern Europe.”’

South Butte’s proximity to the railways created employment for many residents on the railroads and the
street railway, in warehouses, iron works, and meat and dairy processing plants, as well as in the mines and
smelters. The population was working class, with trades people, small business owners and a scattering of
professionals and upper-class residents. The neighborhood housed slightly more renters than homeowners,
and many took in boarders or lodgers. Generally, those owning their houses held more significant jobs as
assayers, foundry foremen, railroad conductors, and the like.?®

SOUTH BUTTE: ARCHITECTURAL PATTERNS

Residential: Late nineteenth- and early twentieth century single-family worker’s residences characterize the
neighborhood of South Butte where more than half of the houses were built before 1900. Of these, most
were built either between 1885-1890, or after 1900. Vernacular forms include hipped-roof square cottages
[about 11%] and narrow shotgun houses, often placed with two side-by-side on one lot [4%)]. Queen Anne
cottages [20%] with hip or gable roofs, bay windows and mass-produced wooden ornamentation are also
present, framed with wood or brick veneered. By 1910, the Craftsman style had taken hold, although it is
less common in South Butte [15%] than elsewhere in the landmark district. Most are in the James H. Rowe
Addition, developed in the 1910s and 1920s.

Homes of more well-to-do residents stood out on Butte’s south end, because of their size and appearance.
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, one of Montana’s most prominent national statesmen, lived at 1232 E. 2nd
Street [photo #3 71.%° John H. McQueeny, owner of a transfer company, had a many-gabled one-and-one-
half-story brick house at 943 S. Wyoming.mo Charles C. Goddard, a contractor, built flats for his family
[1909, 721-727 Maryland] that featured patterned polychrome brick veneer, a tiled pent roof, and a

% Sanborn Maps, 1884-1916; Butte-Silverbow County Clerk & Recorder’s Office.

% Sanborn 1900, 1916; Butte Miner, 27 August 1916, 12; Polk Directories.

7 U.S. Bureau of the Census, “Census Manuscripts,” 1909, 1910, Census 1890, 1900.

% U.S., “Census Manuscripts,” 1909, 1910; Ray Calkins, Looking Back from the Hill (Butte: Butte Historical Society, 1982), 80.
% The Burton Wheeler House is a National Historic Landmark, designated in 1976.

100 Inventory Forms.
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pyramidal pavilion roof adjoining the porch. The Scholomiti Building served as both a home and the Greek
Consulate offices during the early 1900s [1114 S. Utah, photo #35]

Multi-Family: In the 1890s one-story duplexes appeared in Butte’s working neighborhoods; forms and styles
included Queen Anne, bay-fronted with brick veneer and corbelled parapet, gable-and-porch-fronted, and
Craftsman. Two-story flats and porch-fronted walk-ups appeared between 1900-1920, with brick veneer and
often with high-temperature brick on the primary fagade. Numbering 11% of the neighborhood residences,
they dominate the 700 blocks of Maryland, S. Wyoming and elsewhere. Hotels such as the National Hotel
[1910, 703 Utah] were popular with railroaders and miners for several decades, as were boarding houses
such as the one at 735 Utah.'"!

As in many other western mining and boomtowns, plans for such structures originated in the East, and were
readily available through architectural pattern books.

SOuTH BUTTE: INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES

Transportation-related Architecture: Butte was a railroad division point, with crew terminals, locomotive
roundhouses and administrative offices. There were 16 scheduled trains per day, from the Chicago-Seattle
“North Coast Limited,” to the Missoula-Butte locals. Centered in South Butte, the Northern Pacific
Railroad’s offices shared space with the Union Pacific Railroad in a two-story brick passenger station on
East Front Street. Built in Renaissance Revival style [1906, 800 E. Front, photo #34], the brown brick
building with its long, hipped-roof profile sprawls at the foot of the Uptown area. The Depot is flanked to
the west by a one-story building that contained baggage, mail and express rooms, and to the east side by
more express rooms and a dining hall. Across Front Street, hotels and services located in proximity to the
railroad lines.

In 1916, the Great Northern Railroad built a depot on the corner of Arizona and Third Streets, a single-story
Sullivanesque building with a grand round-arched entrance [photo #39]. Adjacent to the Great Northern
Depot, a warehouse zone stretched south along Arizona, connecting with the railroad/foundry/warehouse
zone centered on Front Street. Just to the north, original garages for the city's early trolley cars were built at
1300 E. Front Street, at the junction of the streetcar lines east of the Union Depot. Butte Electric Railway
expanded the complex with the addition of maintenance shops and car barns between First, Front and
Atlantic Streets, which became the transport company’s base of operations.

Manufacturing and Warehouse Zone: The industrial buildings and warehouses of South Butte developed in
two phases. In the 1880s and 1890s, most buildings were of wood-frame construction; some had iron
siding. After 1900, brick or reinforced concrete buildings prevailed. Flat roofs with parapets; ornamental
masonry such as corbelling, pilasters and string courses; large signs painted on the upper walls; and freight
doors at railroad and street level were common features on these utilitarian brick buildings. Many were
three stories tall; Newbro’s1926 five-story warehouse was the exception.'® The Parrott Smelter, just south
of the neighborhood, was the largest of several large industrial operations in the area. The Butte Gas, Light
& Fuel Company had a plant at the northwest corner of Maryland and Second where it produced gas and

"' 1vid; Montana Standard, 15 September 1985, 18.

12 Author’s field observations, summer 1984; and related historical research, especially Sanborn maps and building permits.
Active builders in this district included Samuel W. Billings (whose company erected several of the walk-ups), H. C. Godin, Smith
Slater, Charles C. Goddard, William McAllister, and the partnership of George Nelson and Hans Pederson. See the inventory project’s
biographical file of builders and architects.
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coke from coal. Two large telescoping gasholder tanks loomed over the neighboring houses; one of which
reached eighty feet tall when full (neither remains today).

The iron industry was essential to Butte’s mining, smelting and transportation industries and was prominent
in South Butte. The Western Iron Works, incorporated in 1890, [1400, 1415 Second Street] specialized in
heavy mining and milling machinery, and structural iron. Some of the first iron works structures still stand;
it is now Butte’s only late nineteenth century foundry still in operation. Two early officers, J.E. Gaylord and
Franklin Farrell, were also executives of the Parrott Silver and Copper Smelter just across the tracks.

Food processors and other smaller manufacturers also located in South Butte. One of the largest, the
Henningsen Company [750 S. Wyoming Street], produced dairy goods such as ice cream and butter and
distributed them over several states. In 1919, the firm built the only poultry feeding and dressing plant in
Montana [319 Third Street]. Wholesalers in South Butte included Newbro Drug, distributing medicine to
Montana, Idaho and Wyoming from a three-story concrete building [802 S. Arizona] during the 1910s. In
1926, the business moved into a new five-story concrete structure a block to the north.'®

Commercial: Front Street functioned as “the main street of South Butte,” its north side lined with stores,
saloons, restaurants, and other small enterprises. Businesses in the 600 and 700 blocks of Utah, and corner
stores, such as 920 Delaware and 301 E. Second, also operated in the neighborhood. Altogether, about 100
buildinlgos4 remain that originally served as stores or offices; many offered rental rooms on second and third
stories.

Public Buildings: Churches and schools that served the surrounding neighborhood comprised part of South
Butte’s residential mosaic. Three churches in South Butte are located within one block of each other: Grace
Methodist at 2nd and Arizona Streets [1889], Central Presbyterian at Utah and First Streets, and St. Joseph’s
Catholic at Utah and 2nd Streets [photo #36]. After their first church burned in February 1911, St. Joseph’s
built a Neo-Classical church, designed by architect A. O. Von Herbulis of Washington D.C. St. Joseph’s
features a commanding Greek temple front with massive ionic pillars, dentils and pilasters, stained glass and
across. A rectory to match was built behind the church.'” Historically, there were two schools in South
Butte: St. Joseph’s Catholic School [Delaware and First] and Monroe Public Secondary School [Arizona
Street]. They are no longer extant.

SOUTH CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD'* ~

The South Central neighborhood is on the downward slope of the Butte Hill, nestled between three of the
city’s primary mines — the Travona, the Emma and the Ophir. Here the hill begins to flatten out, with room
for more subdivision and buildings, as well as rail access, rail yards and related businesses along the
southern boundary. The neighborhood lies between the Central Business District, the railroad/warehouse

district of South Butte, the ethnic Eastside, and the lower West Side.

13 polk directories and Sanborn maps; Butte Miner, 9 September 1923, page 13 of mining section in “New Era Edition.” On
warehouses, see Pedro Guedes, ed., Encyclopedia of Architectural Technology (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1979), 100-101.

104 Calkins, “Archie” in Looking Back from the Hill, 78; Sanborn maps, inventory forms.

105 Inventory Forms; Sanborn maps; Herbulis also designed St. Helena’s Cathedral in Helena, Montana.

1% Dale Martin, “The South Central Neighborhood” TMs (photocopy), South-Central files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1986; updated
and revised by Chere Jiusto, 2003. The neighborhood borders begin at the junction of Arizona and Platinum Streets and run north on
Arizona to Porphyry, west on Porphyry to Jackson, south on Jackson to Aluminum, west on Aluminum to Travona, south on Travona
to Iron, east on Iron to Montana, south on Montana to the BA & P Railway main line, east along the tracks to Main, north on Main to
Platinum and east on Platinum to the starting point. Buffalo Gulch divides the neighborhood, generally following Dakota Street on a
north-south axis.
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Much of the South Central neighborhood was built between 1884 and 1904. During these years, the
neighborhood was considered part of South Butte, commonly understood as “all that part of Butte lying
south of the tracks of the Great Northern Railway.”"®” As social historian Lewis Mumford noted, “the
spread of mining was accompanied by a loss of form throughout society: a degradation of the landscape and
a no less brutal display of the communal environment.”'®® He further observed that, “Workers’ houses,
often those of the middle class, too, would be built smack up against a steel works, a dye plant, a gas plant,
or a railroad cutting . . . In lieu of any kind of over-all municipal regulation or planning, the railroad itself
was called upon to define the character and project the limits of the town.” Records of the Butte Gas, Light
and Fuel Company indicate that houses in the South Central neighborhood were indeed built “smack up”
against the gas plant, and as drawings and maps make amply clear, the railroad also provided essential
definition to the south end of the landmark district.'®”

Approximately 448 main buildings comprise Butte’s South Central neighborhood, where 377 or a very high
84% contribute to the significance of the NHL. Within this area of late nineteenth and early twentieth
century dwellings, single-family houses, interspersed by two-story flats, walk-ups, an occasional apartment
house, and a few commercial buildings make up the neighborhood [photo #32].

SOUTH CENTRAL: SETTLEMENT

Development of the South Central neighborhood began in the 1870s and continued through the first two
decades of the twentieth century. Discovery of rich silver deposits at the Travona mine, at the southwest end
of this neighborhood, turned Butte from a small placer camp to a hardrock boomtown in the mid-1870s.
Five years after the Original Townsite was platted in 1876, the Noyes and Upton Addition was laid out,
forming the heart of the South Central neighborhood. This neighborhood was further expanded by additions
platted between 1886 and 1890, named for the mining claims that preceded the neighborhood — Hopkins,
Noyes and Upton’s Railroad No. 2, Nellie, Ophir, Welcome Stranger, Travona, and the Iodine Lode.''?

In 1890, the Butte Land and Investment Company proclaimed, “There is only one way Butte can grow -
South.”"! The city grew organically, lacking any master plan, with development following industrial
growth and population demands. As Butte’s boundaries progressed southward to serve adjacent mines and
industrial sites, building construction within the South Central neighborhood sprouted along the southern
edge of the Original Townsite, near Main Street. By 1888, there were several blocks with houses, and a
lumber mill and yard on each side of Main. Infill of lots continued into the early twentieth century,
particularly through southern stretches of the neighborhood, where settlement was not completed until the
1920s.!"? Commercial corridors grew along the avenues with streetcar lines, Montana, Main and Arizona;
there, stores, saloons, and other small businesses were situated among the houses.

SouTH CENTRAL: SOCIAL HISTORY
The variety of architecture in Butte’s South Central neighborhood mirrors the diversity of people and
cultures that lived here early on. The 1900 census profiled early South Central residents as neither being as

"7 Butte City Directory, 1890.

198 1 ewis Mumford, The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations and Its Prospects (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1961),

450.
109

110
1
112

Butte Gas, Light and Fuel Co., company records, available at the Montana Tech Library, Butte.
Butte-Silver Bow County Clerk and Recorder’s Office.

Butte City Directory, 1890.

Sanborn maps, 1888, 1890, 1891, 1900, 1916; compiled from inventory forms.
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affluent as the residents of Butte’s west side nor as poor as those living in Butte’s “Cabbage Patch,” to the
northeast. The middle-class inhabitants of the neighborhood worked locally on the railroad, in the
warehouses, plying a trade or operating a business. While many residents worked in the mines and smelters,
more had jobs in the building trades, manufacturing, retailing and wholesaling and administration. Many
residents owned businesses or had professional positions, such as lawyers and architects.'*

The ethnic composition of the area was equally diverse. In 1900, almost half of all households [150 of 330]
were headed by foreign-born individuals, and the 1900 and 1910 census profiled a mix of Canadian, and
Northern European immigrants from Ireland, Britain, Germany and Scandinavia with a scattering from
Russia, the Austrian Empire, and Switzerland. Rental properties were numerous with 196 [60%] renting
their homes, and many residents taking in lodgers or boarders.'"*

SOUTH CENTRAL: ARCHITECTURAL PATTERNS

Residential: Over half [250 or 55%] of the homes in the South Central neighborhood were built before 1901,
of these, 28 were completed prior to 1890, and 221 date to the 1890s. Ninety-five of the total were
constructed between 1901 and 1910, 75 between 1911 and 1920, just seven buildings between 1920 and
1930 (most built early in this period), and 22 buildings after 1935.!"°

The houses of the South Central neighborhood are forceful reminders of Butte-Anaconda’s past and solid,
working-class heritage. Single-family worker’s homes comprise a 75% majority of the 448 neighborhood
residences. Among the simplest are narrow shotgun houses (3%), and Four-square workers’ cottages (17%)
with hipped roofs and little more frivolity than a front porch. Queen Anne cottages are also prevalent
(18%), with bay windows, gable and hipped roofs, and mass-produced decorative trim. Porch-and-gable-
fronted vernacular houses constitute another 15% of early neighborhood housing. Workers’ cottages are
concentrated along Platinum and Gold Streets near the northern border of the South Central neighborhood
where most development fell within Butte’s first building boom during the 1890s. Craftsman-style
residences comprise 4% of the total and are concentrated in the western portion of the neighborhood.

Most historic South Central houses are solid wood-frame buildings, finished with lapped wooden siding and
shingles. Masonry techniques include a few buildings of brick construction and a scattering of sandstone
buildings. The brick ranges from combed, glazed to irregularly shaped “clinker” brick. Framing the picture,
many of the houses still have wrought-iron fences in the front yard.

Some of the earliest multi-dwellings in the neighborhood are single-family homes designed with a separate
boarding room with its own entrance. During the 1890s, two-story flats and porch-fronted walk-ups
proliferated, and in scale and quality of construction they dominate the architectural scenery. Most were
veneered with brick on the interior, and often included such up-to-date conveniences as interior plumbing,
bathrooms and gas heaters. The walkups in the 500 and 600 blocks of Idaho are excellent examples [photo
#31]. The South Central neighborhood also contains four apartment buildings. Of these, the Tripp and
Dragstedt1 l[;xpartments is the largest [436 S. Main, 1916]; four stories high with much ornamental brick
masonry.

13 Compiled from survey of U.S. census manuscripts, 1900 and 1910.

" Ibid.
s Compiled from inventory forms.
116 ..

Ibid.
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Builders of both residential and commercial structures lived in this neighborhood, including builder Charles
W. Elderkin [625 S. Idaho] who erected a number of walk-ups along South Idaho; builder Simon P.
Guimont [318 W. Gold] who worked from his home in the early 1910s; and architects Robert Nickel [512
Colorado] and George DeSnell [76 W. Aluminum] who both lived and worked in the neighborhood during
the 1890s. The work of builders Albert Broadland and Charles C. Goddard, and architects Hugh Johnston,
John Kroffganz & Louis Frank, survives today.'"’

Industrial Resources: Throughout Butte’s entire south end, railroads had a significant impact on
development. By 1900, BA & P and Great Northern Railway lines ran along the South Central’s southern
boundary, with their respective depots close by. Streetcars soon followed, and in 1886 a steam-powered
streetcar system was completed, connecting the Montana Union Depot with Park Street in uptown Butte.
Designed to haul both ore and people, the line in time became electrified. The South Central neighborhood
was also shaped by its proximity to the city’s mine yards — the Travona, and the Ophir mine to the south that
operated in conjunction with the Emma through the 1920s (only the Travona remains intact).

Skilled immigrant tradesmen from Scandinavia and other northern regions were drawn to the South Central
neighborhood and Butte’s primary wood-manufacturing facility, the Western Lumber Company (now the
site of Butte High School). Western Lumber provided dimensional lumber, and manufactured window
sashes and frames, doors and millwork. Mass production provided standardized lower-cost materials,
lending cohesion to the era’s many walkup flats, boardinghouses and commercial buildings.

By the late 1910s, the area had built up fully and need for wood products declined. Meanwhile,
consolidation of Amalgamated’s mining operations, along with technological advancements and centralized
distribution diminished the South Central’s role as a commercial service area. And finally, the events that
surrounded the Granite Mountain tragedy, the lynching of Frank Little, continuing labor violence, federal
troops occupying Butte, and the deportation of Scandinavian nationals with Socialist views had an adverse
impact on the social structure of Central Butte. By the end of the 1910s, the area had become a
neighborhood more fractured than the ethnic enclaves higher up on the Hill.

An influential business in this area was a sheep shearers’ manufacturing plant [14 W. Platinum, now a
commercial building]. Built ca. 1914 as an auto garage, a decade later the Sheep Shearers’ Merchandise and
Commission Company moved into the building. This machine shop manufactured every part for shearing
machines except for the roughcast handle. In fact, Butte was the only manufacturer of the shearers’
handpiece in North America. During the late 1930s, the building also came to house the Sheep Shearers’
Union of North America, No.1 (originally called the National Sheepshearers’ Union). Established in 1903,
Butte became union headquarters for the many shearers who finished their annual working migration (from
California and the Southwest in late winter, to the northern Rockies and plains in early summer) in

Montana.''

Commercial Buildings: Smaller commercial enterprises were scattered throughout the neighborhood, as an
extension of the Central Business District along Platinum and Main Streets and generally share the format of
commercial space at street level with lodgings on upper floors. Typical businesses included corner
groceries, a cigar and confectionery shop, a carpentry workshop and various livery stables/delivery
operations. As the warehouse district in South Butte grew, industries shifted further to the south and east.

"7 See biographical file of Montana builders and architects, on file at MT SHPO.
e Ibid.; Society of Industrial Archeology, October 1989 fall tour.



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

BUTTE-ANACONDA HISTORIC DISTRICT Page 39

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

Today, while many buildings along Montana and Main Streets serve lighter commercial functions, they still
have the structural inner systems of their industrial origins.

Public Buildings: The South Central neighborhood contains two significant historic churches. The Shaffer
Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church [604 S. Idaho, 1901] is one of five African-American churches
built near the turn of the twentieth century in Montana. The small, wood-frame, front gable building with
corner tower and Gothic windows welcomed the church’s 20 members and played an integral role as the
center of social and religious life for Butte’s African-American community. The Seventh Day Adventist
church [701 S. Dakota, 1897] is a Gothic-influenced building, and features a diagonally placed steeple tower
that serves as the corner entry.

Another important Butte institution was Scandia Hall [537 S. Main, 1889]. Built for the Scandinavian
Brotherhood, it is the only fraternal hall on Butte’s south side, and reflects the strong Scandinavian presence
in the city. While the first floor features the standard iron and glass storefront and commercial interior, the
upper two stories house a large ceremonial hall that held meetings, gatherings and dances. Several unions
were headquartered at the hall, including the Railway Carmen and Trainmen, Shoemakers, Tailors and Iron
Moulders unions. Other Scandinavian facilities in the vicinity included the Swedish Lutheran and Swedish
Mission Churches just north of Porphyry Street, and Gold Hill Lutheran (Norwegian) on Placer Street. The
East Side’s Finnish Hall (no longer extant) was another well-known meeting and lecture hall, where IWW
organizers and labor chapters held regular meetings.

Historic Webster and Garfield Schools in the South Central neighborhood were demolished, the Art Deco
Butte High School [401 S. Wyoming] was completed in 1938, after the 1934 cutoff on the NHL period of
significance.

EAST SIDE NEIGHBORHOOD'"’

The East Side neighborhood is bordered on the east by the Berkeley Pit, on the south by the upper yards of
the Northern Pacific Railroad, on the west by the east side of Arizona Street, and on the north by the
terminus of Quartz Street. The area achieves its distinctive identity through a mix of commercial buildings
and housing, and its ties to three ethnic communities. Finntown is located along the upper streets, including
East Broadway and East Park, while Serbians and Lebanese (and a variety of other Southern European
immigrants) resided on the lower East Side.

The East Side is the only neighborhood in the NHL district to have suffered serious loss of integrity. To
clear the way for open-pit mining in the 1950s, the Anaconda Minerals Company purchased East Side
buildings and demolished them. The effect is clearly seen on Mercury, where houses once extended to the
1200 block; the last house is now in the 500 block.'®

Today, 86 buildings stand on Butte’s East Side, 71 [83%] of them are contributing buildings. These include
23 single-family dwellings, and a scattering of workers’ cottages, Bungalows, flats and duplexes. Twelve of
the contributing properties are commercial buildings (most are located on E. Park Street).'?!

19 Mary Murphy, “The Decline of a Neighborhood: Butte’s East Side,” TMs (photocopy), Butte East Side files, MT SHPO,
Helena, 1984; revised by Brian Shovers, June 1986; updated and revised by Chere Jiusto, 2003.
10 Charlie Krause, County Assessor, interview by Mary Murphy, 19 July 1984 and 18 September 1984. Notes in possession of

Information on building types gathered from 1984 field study conducted by Mary Murphy for the Butte Historical Society.
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EAST SIDE: NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

The settlement of Butte’s East Side can be traced to development of the St. Lawrence, Anaconda and
Mountain View Mines, followed by the Lizzie Lode in 1882, the Baltic in 1885 and the later Ramsdell Lode.
Beginning with the 1880 Leggat and Foster Addition, platted additions were situated near the mines. In
1885, the Thornton Addition was surveyed and rapidly filled with boardinghouses to accommodate miners
working at the nearby Neversweat and Parrott mines. Late to develop was the area south of Mercury and
east of Arizona Streets, known as the Hopkins and the King’s Additions.'??

Retail businesses soon extended from the business district into the new additions, especially along East
Broadway, East Park, and East Galena. During the 1913 to 1918 building boom, while the East Side did not
grow as rapidly as other parts of Butte,'>> many area businesses did replace earlier wood-frame buildings
with more imposing brick buildings.

Prior to 1918, Galena did not run through the 300 and 400 blocks. Along East Mercury there were a couple
of wood-frame buildings, two brick-veneered multi-family residences and a Catholic Sisters’ Home. Behind
them, north to Park Street, stood a solid array of one- and two-story wood-frame dwellings, built with no
orientation toward a thoroughfare. Between 1916 and 1918, at least 20 houses were moved to make way to
run Galena Street between Ohio Avenue and Oklahoma Street.

EAST SIDE: SOCIAL HISTORY

The East Side housed a mix of miners, teamsters, carpenters, clerks, blacksmiths, harness makers and
laborers, divided into three strong ethnic groups.'?* The Finns formed a strong, long-lived enclave on
Butte’s East Side. The East Side’s last Finnish institution, the Helsinki Bar and Sauna [402-404 E.
Broadway, photo #30], still stands, though the business was closed in the mid-1990s. This two-story,
double-bay, boarding house was constructed between 1890 and 1898. As early as 1915, the proprietors
offered “Finnish Steam Bathes.” Finnish saunas and boarding houses were common during the historic era,
and the Isan Sauna on E. Broadway was reportedly Butte’s first, asking 50 cents for a public bath, a dollar
for privacy.'” The Finnish boarding houses gained a reputation for excellent food served around the clock
to meet all shifts, drawing boarders and diners across ethnic boundaries. The boardinghouses employed
dozens of cooks, waitresses, and bucket girls. Among the best known were Mrs. Riipi’s, Mrs. Suominen’s,
Fanny Tuomala’s and the Kingston House. As Aili Goldberg said, remembering her young years in the
neighborhood, “It was one of the best jobs an immigrant woman could have.”'°

Finntown and the East Side were not exclusively Finnish; one of the largest boarding houses was the

Florence, an Irish establishment on East Broadway [ca. 1900, demolished]. The lower East Side also housed
Serbians, Lebanese and a variety of other Southern European immigrants. Lebanese fruit stands and grocery
stores were common on the East Side until the Great Depression. In 1908, the Lebanese community formed

122 Information on additions and lodes within the Eastside was gathered from plat maps and plat books in the Butte-Silver Bow
County Clerk’s & Recorder’s Office.

123 During this period, 46 permits for new buildings were filed on the East Side, in contrast to 75 permits filed for the Travona
mine area and 116 new structures built on the lower west side. Chris Daly, “The Building Boom of 1916-1918 in Butte,” a talk given at
the Butte Historical Society, 13 September 1984.

124 Occupational information about building occupants was derived from the 1900 and 1910 Manuscript Census for Silver Bow
County.

125 Jean McGrath, ed., Butte’s Heritage Cookbook (Butte-Silver Bow Bicentennial Commission, 1976), 31. The Isan is no longer
o

1984.

Ibid., 29-30; Writers’ Program, Montana, Copper Camp, 121-123; Aili Goldberg, interview by Mary Murphy, September
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the Syrian Peace Society with a lodge hall on East Galena Street."”” It was bought by the Anaconda
Company and torn down. Today, the few homes and storefronts that remain on East Broadway, East
Mercury and East Galena Streets are last sentinels of a richly varied enclave in the landmark district.

Just south of the East Side’s Syrian/Lebanese area was the Cabbage Patch. Described as the “commanding
eyesore of the copper camp,” the Patch covered a several-block area at the foot of the Colorado Mine dump
east of Arizona Street. It was primarily the home of the city’s down and out, where alcoholics, drug addicts,
thieves, and prostitutes lived in a scattered array of unpainted frame dwellings.'”® In 1938, the Butte City
Council took steps to eliminate the “eyesore.” The Council cleared the 11-acre site in 1940, replacing it
with the Silver Bow Homes, public housing that opened in May 1941.'%

EAST SIDE: ARCHITECTURE

Residential: The East Side neighborhood was a world of small miners’ cottages, boarding houses and a
multitude of saloons built between the early 1880s and the end of the 1920s. By 1916, Sanborn maps of the
neighborhood depict flats, tenements and housekeeping rooms as well as boardinghouses and single-family
homes. The East Side’s working-class character is reflected in the remaining architecture and substantiated
by period photographs. Classic Queen Anne and workers' cottages, a variety of porch-and-gable fronted
houses, porch-fronted fourplexes and walk-up flats were the predominant housing types.

Commercial: Butte’s Uptown business district extended along East Park Street into the developing East Side
neighborhood. During the 1910s, building concentrated along East Galena and East Park Streets,
transforming avenues of wood-frame stores and warehouses to streetscapes with an imposing array of brick
edifices contiguous with the business district. Although many were lost during the 1970s, a few still remain.
The most imposing building is the Abbe Hotel [209-213 E. Park], a two-and-one-half story combination
retail and boarding house built in 1917 for Walter Wochinsky.

Public Buildings: The three historic schools in the neighborhood, Grant School, the Sacred Heart School,
and Washington School, have since been demolished.

Industrial Structures: The Belmont Mine still visually dominates the East Side with its towering headframe,
engine room, idler towers and steel trussed roof extending over the roadway. It was rehabilitated in 1999 as
a community senior center.

NORTHWEST-BIG BUTTE NEIGHBORHOOD'*’

The Northwest-Big Butte Neighborhood occupies the northwest corner of the NHL district just below the
500-foot-tall Big Butte, the conical extinct volcanic plug from which the city takes its name. The
neighborhood includes 482 buildings. In addition to houses, these include 30 commercial buildings, a
modern school, the Roman Catholic Immaculate Conception Church and its ancillary parish buildings, and

127 Ostberg, Sketches of Old Butte, 95-96; Montana Standard, 28 August 1977, n.p.

128 Writers’ Program, Montana, Copper Camp, 267-271; Ostberg, 144: 1916 Sanborn map.

12 Although it post-dates the period of significance and therefore doesn’t contribute to the Butte-Anaconda NHL district, Silver
Bow Homes represents one of the nation’s earliest attempts at public housing, utilizing modernist theories derived in Europe. When
they opened in 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt were on hand for the ceremonial opening
of the complex.

"% Donna Hartman, Mary Murphy, Dale Martin, “The Northwest-Big Butte Neighborhood,” TMs (photocopy), Butte Northwest-
Big Butte files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1985; revised by Brian Shovers, June 1986; updated and revised by Lon Johnson, 2001 and Chere
Jiusto, 2003. Neighborhood boundaries are marked by the Westside Reservoir on the north; upper Missoula Gulch and the Anselmo
Mine on the east; and by the alley south of Caledonia Street and the BA & P Railroad corridor on the south.
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the Butte Water Company’s West Side Reservoir and Pumping Station. Eighty-nine percent of the buildings
in the neighborhood were constructed between 1890 and 1920, and a strong 85% of neighborhood properties
contribute to the significance of the Butte-Anaconda NHL district.

NORTHWEST: SETTLEMENT HISTORY

With the Butte mines’ voracious appetite for laborers, the demand for housing always exceeded the supply.
New arrivals were often forced to live in shacks and tents, or to pay exorbitant rents for barely habitable
rooms. When competition for all types of housing drove rental rates beyond the means of much of the
working class, real estate companies responded, developing new city additions where inexpensive lots or
modest houses of repetitive design, could be purchased on time payments.

The Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood is largely a product of these local real estate development
companies. Lawlor and Kemper, a firm dealing in mortgages, loans, and real estate, platted an addition in
this neighborhood in 1890. The Butte Land and Investment Co. platted two other additions. Another of
Butte’s major installment building companies, the Thompson Investment Company (and its associated
companies) platted additions in 1892, 1899, 1901; their successor, the Hanson-MacPherson Company,
platted the last two additions to the neighborhood in 1914. In a pattern typical in Butte, city additions within
the Northwest neighborhood were the surface rights of patented mining claims."’

Block layouts in the neighborhood followed the city’s already established pattern of narrow 30-foot-wide by
100-foot-deep lots [photo #62]. The slope of the land in some areas of the neighborhood resulted in houses
on the north side of the street being high above the street level, frequently with five to 10-foot retaining
walls. Conversely, on the south sides of the streets, houses are often below the street level. Excelsior
Avenue, Butte’s westernmost north-south artery defines much of the eastern edge of the neighborhood. By
1897, a trolley car line ran up Excelsior, providing easy access to all sections of the city and to the mines
northeast of Butte where many of the neighborhood residents worked.

Butte neighborhoods did not segregate along rigid socioeconomic lines, and in the Northwest-Big Butte
neighborhood, developers continued this egalitarian mix. The architectural styles primarily reflect the
development companies’ appeal to workers, but like all neighborhoods in the city, there is an eclectic
mixing of style within any given area, and usually within every block. Perhaps the most striking example of
this mix in the neighborhood can be found in the 1100 block of Caledonia [photo #61]. On the north side of
the street is the massive, architect-designed, shingle-style residence of James R. Thompson, who was
treasurer of the Thompson Investment Company in 1897 when he constructed the house. The south side of
the block is lined by several of the Thompson Investment Company’s one-story, wood-frame worker’s
houses constructed at the same time for a construction cost of about $500."*> Thompson was not the only
real estate developer to establish a residence within the neighborhood: Arthur Smith, secretary of Thompson
Investment, built a house at 1025 Caledonia; E. Sterrett Shields, secretary-treasurer of the Butte Land and
Investment Company lived at 1201 N. Alabama; and Philo C. Hanson, president of the Hanson-MacPherson
Company occupied a modest Bungalow at 949 Antimony.

! Note: The mining claims in this area were oriented in a northeast-southwest direction, while the platted blocks follow a true

east-west layout.
132 Butte-Silver Bow Government records, building permits.
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NORTHWEST: ARCHITECTURE

Houses of the Working Class: Approximately 75% of the houses in the Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood
were constructed for the working class. The four most common styles are the workers’ cottage, the porch-
and-gable cottage, the Queen Anne cottage, and the Craftsman Bungalow. Ninety nine (21%) of the houses
in the neighborhood are Four-square cottages, all but five built prior to 1910. Taking advantage of sloping
lots, many houses have daylight basements that housed rental units.

The Butte Land and Investment Company, which was particularly active in this area, advertised “houses
built for easy payments.” A group of five of its Four-square, wood-frame houses between 1010 and 1024
Lewishon Street are representative of those throughout the neighborhood. Although all five now have full-
width front porches, in 1900 only three of them did. Apparently, standard company housing was a stripped
down, porch-less abode, and owners added porches to their homes as their financial situation improved.
Doors and windows vary on the otherwise identical houses. Representative of the working-class residents of
the neighborhood, early owners include three miners, a plasterer, and a carpenter. Another group of
workers’ cottages can be found on both sides of the 900 block of Lewishon. William Walsh, the first owner,
was a miner at the Rarus Mine and vice president of the Butte Miners’ Union.

The second style of working-class house prevalent throughout the Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood is the
Queen Anne cottage [15%], a dressed-up version of the classic Four-square workers cottage. Four Queen
Anne cottages are located in the 900 block of Hornet [927, 929, 932, and 937, constructed between 1900 and
1906]. In 1907, two of the owners were miners and two were carpenters. Other types of single-family,
working-class housing in this neighborhood include a variety of porch-and-gable-fronted cottages. Usually
one-and-a-half stories, these dwellings also reflect Victorian-era influences. Examples are at 914 W.
Woolman and 819 Henry.

After the first decade of the 1900s, the socioeconomic mix in the Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood began
to change. Although miners continued to live throughout the area, there appears to have been increased
separation between mine workers and management. Employees of retail stores, business owners, and
professionals built most of the new housing; mine company executives tended to build in the blocks west of
Excelsior Avenue. During this period, architectural tastes in the landmark district followed national trends,
and the Bungalow became the style of choice for new houses.

Small Craftsmen Bungalows filled in vacant lots throughout the neighborhood, with more stylish Bungalows
located on upper streets with commanding views of the city and distant mountain ranges [photo #64]. Four
Craftsmen Bungalows, at 1135, 1137, 1139, and 1153 Caledonia, share an identical plan but with differing
facades, and are representative of those found in the neighborhood. Chris Christiansen, a local carpenter,
constructed these houses in 1913 at a cost of $1,500 each. Two have hipped roofs with a central dormer and
two have gable fronts. On all four homes, full-length front porches are recessed beneath the main roof the
house. Varying Craftsman-style windows and porch details provide individuality to each house. Several
Bungalows of similar design are located throughout the neighborhood, including Pilo C. Hanson’s (Hanson-
MacPherson Company) home at 949 Antimony, suggesting that Chris Christiansen may have been
contracted by the development company to build these houses.

Multi-family Buildings: The Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood is unusual in Butte for its small number of
multi-family dwellings, comprising only 33 (7%) of the residential buildings. A multi-family format
distinctive to Butte is the porch-fronted walk-up. These two-story, brick-veneer fourplexes are characterized
by exterior stairways leading to the second floor porch. The buildings are symmetrical, and in plan, are
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really just four shotgun houses arranged side-by-side, and one atop the other, an unknown designer’s
response to Butte’s 30-foot lots. Without interior stairways, these fourplexes fit Butte’s narrow lots,
eliminating the need to purchase adjoining land. Examples of this style are found at 963-965 Lewishon and
900-902 Excelsior Avenue.

Other multi-family dwellings in the neighborhood include two-story flats, row houses and bay-fronted flats.
The two-story flat differs from the porch-fronted walk-through only by having the stairway to the upper
living units located within the building proper. The flats at 942-944 Woolman, 615-615', and 617-617%;
Excelsior Avenue provide an example with their two-story polygonal bays, corbelled parapets and full-
length two-story porches. A variant of the two-story flat, the bay-fronted row house, is divided vertically,
instead of horizontally, and the full-length front porches are only one story. A good example of a bay-
fronted row house stands at 935-939 Caledonia. The bay-fronted flat is a duplex variation; in form it is
simply a one-story version of the bay-fronted row house. Such a house, at 425 N. Excelsior [photo #50],
was the home of noted turn-of-the-twentieth-century author Mary MacLane during her girlhood.

Houses of the Professional, Entrepreneurial, and Managerial Classes. There are several large homes built
by upper-class citizens in the Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood, concentrated along North Excelsior and
Caledonia Streets. These houses are two- or two-and-one-half-story residences in Colonial and Georgian
Revivals, Queen Anne, Shingle, Craftsman and Prairie styles.

The most imposing house on Caledonia Street is the Shingle-style residence of James R. Thompson
(Thompson Investment Company) [1101 Caledonia, 1897, photo #61]. Designed by local architect William
White, it combines a cut stone first story with a shingle-clad second story, deep front porch, gambrel roof
and round, two-story tower with a conical roof.

Next door to the Thompson House is the Colonial Revival house of George F. Shelton, a local attorney
[1111 Caledonia, 1901]. It is a free-form adaptation of the style with a second-floor pyramidal-roofed porch
blended into the main gambrel roofline. The full-length front porch that wraps around the southwest corner
has paired, square columns supporting a second-floor balustraded porch.

The Newton W. Simmons home [1251 Caledonia] was designed by Butte architect Floyd A. Hamill in 1918.
This side-gambrel Dutch Colonial house is enriched by a full-width shed dormer and a projecting barrel
vaulted entry with fan and sidelights. Simmons was an abstractor with the Northern Pacific Railroad.
Kenneth B. Frazier, assistant secretary for ACM lived in the house from 1930 to 1954.

The Alfred C. Kremer house [1149 Antimony] and the James C. Phillips house [1145 Antimony] are
excellent examples of the Craftsman style. Both feature unusually broad, low-pitched front facing gables
over a recessed sleeping porch. The Kremer house is more fully developed with a deep first-story porch,
cedar shingle siding, and half-timbering above the second-floor porch. Kremer, a prominent Butte lawyer,
resided here from 1910 until 1975; James Phillips was general auditor of William Clark’s business interests.

Two Prairie School-style houses in the Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood represent this architectural style,
less commonly found in Butte. The Butte Land and Investment Company constructed the Reno Sales
residence [954 Caledonia] in 1908. Sales was chief mining geologist for the Anaconda Company, and
recognized nationally as the “Father of Mining Geology.” This modified American Four-square design has a
pyramidal roof with wide overhangs, nine-over-one sash windows, and an off-center half-pyramidal one-
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story porch. A similar home, with a projecting, two-story front bay, was originally owned by J. W. Thomas,
secretary-treasurer of Morley and Thomas, an insurance company [1034 Caledonia].

Religious Buildings: With the city expanding, the Roman Catholic Church created the parish of the
Immaculate Conception in 1906 at the northwest corner of the Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood. Shortly
thereafter, a large Craftsman rectory [1137 Copper] was also finished. In 1918, J. Wellington Smith, a local
architect, designed a convent for the Sisters of Charity teachers at the school. The two-story brick convent
has two projecting bays on the first floor, a full-length enclosed sun porch and is surmounted by a large
cross atop a pressed metal cornice. Construction at the parish began again the 1930s, on a combination
church-school for the parish. A concrete, Art Deco-style parish hall and gymnasium was completed in 1936,
and in 1938 ground was broken for a new church that was to become a landmark on the Butte skyline.
Prominent Montana architect John G. Link designed the Church of the Immaculate Conception [photo #61];
with its 170-foot high bell tower and poured concrete construction, it combines the Gothic Revival and Art
Deco styles.

Commercial Buildings: A number of small businesses were based in the Big Butte-Northwest neighborhood.
Today, the 30 commercial buildings include historic grocery stores, saloons, a bakery, and a dairy."** Two
good examples are the neighborhood groceries at 906 and 933 Hornet. In both cases, a small room was
added across half the front facade of a worker’s cottage, with a single door and Bungalow-style window
located at the sidewalk. Both stores were operated by women, one of the few enterprises open to women at
the time and a common endeavor for widows to take up.

Industrial Buildings and Structures: The Butte Water Company’s West Side Reservoir and Pumping Station
(1900) define the northern boundary of the Northwest-Big Butte neighborhood. The West Side Reservoir
(since decommissioned) was part of Butte’s complex, highly engineered water distribution system. The
city’s location on the edge of the Continental Divide, its varying elevation of 5,410 to 6,368 feet above sea
level, the paucity of nearby water supplies, an aquifer depleted by underground mines, and the need for
tremendous amounts of water for industrial milling and reduction required innovative measures. The entire
system eventually consisted of two pumping stations, ten reservoirs with a total capacity of 718 million
gallons, and 231 miles of transmission and distribution mains.

The West Side Reservoir and Pumping Station served Butte’s “Middle System” from the north city limits at
almost 6,000 feet down to an elevation of 5,600 feet on the south. The pumps were used to augment the
“High Service System” at an elevation of 6,255 feet. Water for the West Side Reservoir was pumped from
the Big Hole River Pump station'** over the Continental Divide, to a storage reservoir and then fed by
gravity into the 13-million-gallon concrete reservoir. Surrounded by mature evergreens, the reservoir and its
grounds also functioned as a park. Auxiliary buildings and structures at the Reservoir include the Pumping
Station, Weir and Valve House, and Employees House. The Pumping Station and the Valve and Weir
House are two-story brick buildings with decorative stringcourses, a corbelled parapet, a steel truss roof, and
double-hung windows at the first floor level. The Employee’s House is a one-and-one-half story, gable-
front brick residence (now stuccoed).

In the 1950s, the new subdivision of McGlone Heights opened on the west edge of the Northwest
neighborhood, resulting from Butte’s shift to open pit mining. McGlone Heights was developed by the

131900 and 1916 Sanborn Maps.

13 A National Waterworks Landmark designated by the American Waterworks Association.
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ACM on vacant mining property to replace housing for homes that would be lost into the Berkeley Pit once
it opened in 1955.

WEST SIDE NEIGHBORHOOD'**

Butte’s West Side neighborhood was constructed on the side slopes of Missoula Gulch, which cleaves the
heart of this hilly neighborhood. The neighborhood is bounded by Quartz and Copper Streets on the north;
on the east by Montana, Idaho and Washington Streets; on the south by Porphyry Street to Jackson, on
across Diamond Street to the World Museum of Mining and the Orphan Girl Mine Yard; and on the west
from the World Museum of Mining to the foot of Big Butte.

Platted between 1889 and 1891, the most significant building activity occurred on the West Side during the
1890s, resulting in a wide variety of Victorian-era building styles, typified by a diverse range of materials,
frequent asymmetry, architectural elements such as turrets and bays, and rich ornamentation. Park,
Broadway, Granite, and, to a lesser degree, Quartz Streets feature some of the most spectacular mansions
within the landmark district, alongside smaller-scale period architecture.

East of Excelsior Avenue tightly spaced houses were usually set close to sidewalks. In contrast, the
southwest Missoula Gulch neighborhood west of Excelsior Street developed later and is characterized by
early twentieth-century Craftsman-style homes built on ample lots. Although the original lots were platted
at Butte’s standard 30’ x 100’ size, many owners during this era acquired part or all of the adjacent lot(s) to
build on. The resulting spacious green yards and boulevards make this neighborhood characteristically
different from the more densely settled areas in town.

There are 915 buildings on Butte’s West Side, of these 818 (89%) contribute to the significance of the NHL
district. Within Butte neighborhoods, the sharp social and ethnic divisions often found in the nation’s
largest cities were less apparent. On Butte’s West Side this can be seen by the mixture of extravagant
mansions, Four-square, hip-roofed worker’s cottages, and middle-class Victorian homes that reflect the
city’s social and economic range. The dwellings of the West Side represent over one dozen distinct types
and styles with a pronounced Victorian influence. The neighborhood also contains multi-family residences,
commercial buildings, and several churches.'*

The Four-square cottage and its variants comprise 12% of neighborhood residences. Queen Anne cottages
constitute 14%, with hipped roofs, gable ends over a projecting bay, and mass-produced wood
ormamentation; Victorian houses of two-and-a-half stories with their characteristic eclecticism and bold
decorative elements such as bays, turrets, gables, and porches, comprise 18% of existing structures. The
largest mansions in the neighborhood showcase period revivals in Classical, Colonial, Renaissance, and
Spanish styles. Craftsman-style Bungalows built during the 1910s, filled in some of the last major empty
spots of the NHL district and comprise 21% of the total, with about twice as many cottages as the larger
residences.

135 Dale Martin, “The Westside,” TMs (photocopy), Butte West Side files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1986; Jeff Kestle, ”Central
Westside Neighborhood,” TMs (photocopy), Butte West Side files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1984; Christine Amos, “Lower Westside/
Missoula Gulch Neighborhood,” TMs (photocopy), Butte West Side files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1984; Mary Murphy, “Report on a
Survey of Historic Architecture on Butte’s West Side,” TMs (photocopy), Butte West Side files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1981.

1% Individual building inventory and project reports for parts of the Westside neighborhood were done by Mary Murphy in 1981
and Jeff Kestle, and to a lesser extent Chris Amos, in 1984. The reports by Murphy and Kestle include subjects, such as stained glass
windows in houses and women’s clubs, not covered here.
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A large number of houses lack distinctive style: most are one- or two-story, rectangular or L-shaped, with
gable or hip roofs, and of wood-frame construction.”®” Multi-family dwellings make up over 25%, a higher
proportion than in any other neighborhood in Butte. Built as land for individual houses became scarce, these
buildings offered spacious living quarters to Butte’s burgeoning middle class. Duplexes appeared in a
variety of styles, along with distinctive brick fourplexes and apartment houses. The largest, the five-story
Mueller Apartments [501 W. Granite, photo #44], was constructed in 1917.1%8

WEST SIDE: SETTLEMENT HISTORY

Butte’s Original Townsite initially expanded toward the north, south, and east. After 1890, major
development began toward the west as a few farsighted individuals saw promise in establishing new
residential areas for Butte’s working, merchant and upper-class citizens. The Davis and Barnard Addition
and the subsequent Barnard Addition extended the western bounds of Park Street, signaling a westward
trend in Butte’s development away from the Original Townsite. Developers Andrew J. Davis and Anthony
W. Barnard were prominent among Butte’s early entrepreneurs. Davis was heavily invested in mineral
holdings on a par with Butte’s “Copper Kings,” he owned portions of the Parrott Mine, the Butte and Boston
Consolidated Mining Company, and chartered the First National Bank in 1881."*° Anthony W. Barnard held
mineral investments, and became one of Butte’s most extensive owners of real estate. With his wife,
Justina, he platted the Barnard Addition in 1889.

In all, between 1889 and 1891, 18 additions were created in the West Side area, comprising almost the
whole neighborhood. Some of the developers were real estate companies, while others such as mining
attorney John F. Forbis were independent developers. This platting coincided with Butte's 1890 to 1892
building boom, and through the decade the district filled up. By 1900, most of Park Street through the 800
block west of Main Street was densely constructed, and houses stood as far west as the School of Mines hill
[photo #54]. Early twentieth century construction filled in gaps with Craftsman-style dwellings, especially
west of Excelsior and south of Mercury Streets, with an increased proportion of multi-family housing [photo
#46]. By 1920, over 90% of today’s West Side buildings had been erected.'*

WEST SIDE: SOCIAL HISTORY

Mining executives, merchants, small businessmen, financiers and the professional class were well
represented on Butte’s West Side, alongside working people such as miners and laborers. The neighborhood
architecture mirrored this occupational spectrum particularly along Park, Excelsior, and Broadway Streets.
Generally speaking, Copper, Quartz and Granite Streets developed into working and middle-class sectors,
while Excelsior, Park, Galena and Broadway Streets developed a more middle and upper-class character.

Several of Butte’s prominent citizens lived in this part of the district, including the most wealthy: Copper
King William A. Clark; two Anaconda Copper Mining Co. presidents, John D. Ryan and Cornelius Kelley;
D. J. Hennessy, founder of the Hennessy department store (also known as the “Merchant Prince of

137 Compiled from inventory forms.

138 Ibid. See Brian Shovers, “Housing on the Rocky Mountain Urban Frontier: Multi-family Building Forms in Butte, Montana,
1890-1916,” TMs, 1985.

1% The bank was initially capitalized at $100,000 and “total resources” of $287,914.68. Total resources at the end of 1891
measured $2,926,071.15.

10 Sanborn maps — 1884, 1888, 1890, 1891, 1900, 1916: Clerk and Recorder’s office, Butte-Silver Bow courthouse; Chris Daly’s
research on Butte’s building booms; and compiled from inventory forms. The additions platted between 1889 and 1891 were: 1889-
Excelsior, Barnard, Davis & Barnard, Emmett: 1890 - Big Butte, Lawlor & Kemper, Great Western, Henry, Plymouth, Montrose,
Neptune, Saturn, West Excelsior, Lawlor: 1891 - Fairview, Columbia, Stanley, Vanderbilt. The Volunteer Addition in 1894, Stevens in
1896, Dolman in 1908, and Muntzer in 1914 filled the last spaces.
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Montana”); Patrick Largey, a notable banker and businessman; and Henry Muntzer, founder of the Butte
Brewery. Prominent political figures included mayors Levi Hamilton and Henry Jacobs (who resided in the
first solid brick house in town at 201 W. Granite), and notorious chief of police, Jere Murphy, who listed his
occupation as “detective” in the 1900 census. Myron Brinig, author of several novels about Butte, also lived
on the West Side.

Sandwiched between these mansions were modest Victorian worker cottages. Miners concentrated along
Quartz and Granite, in close proximity to the mines just north of the neighborhood. Ethnically, while many
West Butte residents were native-born, there were also large numbers of Canadian, Irish, British, and
German immigrants along with Scandinavians, Italians, Swiss and Russians.'"!

WEST SIDE: ARCHITECTURAL PATTERNS

Residential: On Butte’s West Side, the architectural mosaic includes the highest concentration of mansions
and substantial residences. A substantial proportion of tall Victorian residences and classically inspired
mansions mix here with Craftsman Bungalows, worker’s cottages and massive brick flats.

Park Street, the main east-west avenue of uptown Butte, features a full range of residential styles. In the 800
block of Park Street alone, dwellings range from the Classical-Revival Hennessy and Kelley mansions
[photo #51], mixed with two-story Victorian homes, one-story workers' cottages and multi-family flats. At
the intersection of Park and Excelsior, large two-story houses are embellished with imposing neo-classical,
columned porticos. Patterns of residential building on Galena and Broadway are similar to Park Street —
larger homes, generally dating to the late 1890s, are concentrated close to Excelsior Street and stand
alongside excellent examples of working-class housing.

More substantial homes include W.A. Clark’s spectacular Queen Ann mansion at 219 W. Granite [photo
#40], the residence of A.J. Davis on the corner of Granite and Excelsior Streets [photo #45], the M.J.
Connell House [305 W. Granite, photo #41] and the Victorian Revival-style John Ball Wellcome residence
[917 W. Broadway, 1895, designed by H.M. Patterson]. John Ball Wellcome was an attorney and close
associate of William Clark. The William C. Orton home [1039 W. Broadway, 1910] was a Renaissance
Revival residence that later housed Anaconda Company executives James R. Hobbins and William H.
Hoover. Attorney Louis Sanders, son of Montana pioneer politician Wilbur Fisk Sanders, was the resident
of a Craftsman home at 1104 W, Broadway.

There are several other styles of single-family dwelling in the neighborhood. Large homes in the Italianate,
Queen Anne and Shingle style, such as architect H.M. Patterson’s home at 202 S. Excelsior [photo #53]
share the streets with Victorian houses full of turrets, bays, dormers and porches. There is also a
considerable amount of multi-family housing in the area.'** The most predominant is the bay-fronted walk-
up flat. Built of wood frame with a brick veneer, these flats follow a basic shotgun format, with a Queen
Anne cottage front-projecting bay on one side of the front facade, entrance on the other, and late Victorian
decorative woodwork. A central entrance with two flanking bays is most common; other variations include
rounded bays or a central bay with two flanking entrances. The flats are typically two stories high, but often
have a daylight basement.

! Compiled from a survey of the U.S. Census manuscripts, 1910.
"2 For example, the south sides of the 600-700 blocks of Galena Street contain excellent apartments and walk-up flats, most
constructed between 1906 and 1912.
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North of Broadway Street, the streets of Granite, Quartz and Copper were home to many miners and workers
whose livelihood centered on the mines that spread over the Butte Hill. A newspaper advertisement for the
Empire and Volunteer Additions that included portions of West Copper Street emphasized the adjacency of
these additions to the mines. In this part of the neighborhood, Queen Anne cottages and worker’s cottages
are the most common building forms. Small Queen Anne cottages are pervasive in Butte; often the
distinguishing characteristic is the front-gable decoration that showcased vergeboards, pendants and other
intricate woodwork.

Commercial: Commercial development is limited in this neighborhood to prominent corners on well
trafficked streets — Broadway, Excelsior Avenue and the Park Street corridor, which formed a streetcar link
between the expanding neighborhoods, the Central Business District, and the mines. Early twentieth-
century businesses included bakeries, pharmacies, groceries and an occasional corner bar. Many West Side
commercial buildings had lodgings on the second floor. These patterns are visible particularly in the 400-
600 blocks of Park Street where the Campana Grocery Store [521 W. Park] and the Haller Bakery [605 W.
Park] remain. German-born John Haller established the Haller Bakery in 1896, which was built under the
direction of Butte architect Robert Nickel. The business remained active through the 1930s and at one time
sold more bread than any other bakery in Montana. The Campana Grocery, founded by Rocco Campana,
was designed by Butte architect H.M. Patterson and built in 1894.'* Driscoll’s Pharmacy [327 S. Excelsior]
dates to the 1890s. First constructed as a stable on the edge of the city, Driscoll’s was converted to a grocery
during the early twentieth century. Several corner stores appear just off Park Street, including the building
at the northeast corner of Alabama and Granite that provided the setting for much of Myron Brinig’s novel,
The Sisters."**

Public Buildings and Churches: The Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology campus has
occupied a flat hill spur below Big Butte since 1897, and the campus with its stately buildings and mature
trees can be seen from much of the city [photo #54].'*> The neighborhood contains other non-residential
buildings such as schools, churches, convents, a rectory, a fraternal hall, and an orphanage. The McKinley
School [1903] dominates Park Street west of Excelsior. St. John’s Episcopal Church [15 N. Idaho, photo
#42] dates from 1881, making it one of the two oldest churches in Butte. Elsewhere, the First Presbyterian
Church [215 W. Broadway, photo #43] and the Christian Science Church [229 N. Montana] are also well
preserved buildings. The Paul Clark Home [200 S. Excelsior] was a three-story brick orphanage opened in
1900 as a gift of William Clark to the Associated Charities of Butte.

The YMCA [401-407 W. Park, 1917], stands as a prominent six-story brick building “of the Colonial type,”
and the largest YMCA in Montana. Built with “its largest service, the industrial workers” in mind, it held a
social department, gymnasium, pool, dorm, classrooms and public clubroom. With a conscious goal to help
educate and improve the situation of Butte’s working class, the institution illustrates the kinds of facilities
established to promote learning and skill building discussed in the NHL American Labor History theme
study.'*

143 Among Patterson’s other designs are such eminent Butte buildings as the Intermountain Building, Columbia Gardens pavilion
and the E. L. Mayo Residence.

144 Compiled from inventory forms; Myron Brinig, The Sisters (New York: Farrer & Rinehart, Inc., 1937).

'3 John Westenberg, “Historic and Architectural Analysis of the Butte Landmark Area: Montana Tech Campus” TMs
(photocopy), MT Tech files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1981. The boundaries for the Southwest neighborhood are West Diamond Street
(north), Jackson Street (east), the city limits (west) and Iron Street (south).

16 Arnesen et al., American Labor History Theme Study (draft).
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The Masonic Lodge in Butte (a.k.a. Butte Lodge No. 22, chartered October 3, 1876) is an exuberant and
eclectic Beaux-Arts building, constructed in 1901 [314 W. Park]. The main floor entry and arched windows
feature a variety of column styles from Egyptian Capaniform to Greek Doric columns. Next door, Link and
Haire, with associate W. Wellington Smith, designed a second building in 1922 to replace the Masonic
Lodge. Masonic symbols adorn the glazed terra cotta cornice and accenting urns, while plaster on the facade
and a ceremonial room went unfinished. Rather than move to new quarters, the Masons elected to lease the
building to the Fox Film Company, where they operated The Fox Theater from the 1920s through the 1980s
[now the Mother Lode Theatre]. These two buildings, along with the Butte-Silver Bow Courthouse, are the
finest examples of Beaux Arts architecture in the city.

WEST SIDE: LANDSCAPE FEATURES

Elements of the landscape contribute to west Butte’s sense of time and place: iron horse rings and posts still
in place on some curbs, and alleys that are a world to themselves in dirt, cobblestone, brick or asphalt. The
filling of Missoula Gulch created gentler neighborhood contours and in the first decade of the 1900s, “The
Cinders,” baseball diamond was constructed on the north side of Mercury Street. Once a rough ravine where
children built forts and residents held potato bakes, the park derives its name from the material used to
create it. A devastating early-twentieth-century fire in the business district created a mass of cinders and
ash, which was later hauled to Missoula Gulch and “The Cinders” was created. Filling of the gulch spanned
decades and also provided the resting place for thousands of truckloads of mine tailings.

SOUTHWEST NEIGHBORHOOD'"’

Butte’s Southwest Neighborhood is a large residential neighborhood spanning Missoula Gulch, and
occupying the south-westernmost corner of the Butte-Anaconda Historic District. The oldest settled portion
of Southwest Butte lies east of Missoula Gulch, within the Original Townsite, where residences date to the
late nineteenth and first decade of the twentieth century. However, neighborhood development took off
between 1912 and 1920, during Butte’s 1910s “building boom.” Since the area’s original platting,
Southwest Butte has emerged as a middle-class neighborhood without clear ethnic associations.

Prospected and mined during the late nineteenth century, Missoula Gulch originally ran from the northeast
to the southeast corner of this neighborhood. The first crossing of the chasm was a bridge along Park Street.
In 1900, the city filled in the gulch and leveled it for development. Filling of the gulch continued through
the early twentieth century.

There are approximately 417 buildings in the Southwest neighborhood with 67% contributing to the NHL
district. Of these, 17% were constructed prior to 1900, 7% between 1900 and 1910 and nearly 50% date to
the years between 1910 and 1920. Of the houses in this neighborhood from the 1910s, 80% are Bungalow
residences or cottages, and 5% are period revivals. Twelve percent of the neighborhood's buildings date
after 1940, and are concentrated on the southern and western edges of the neighborhood.

SOUTHWEST NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

In the 1880s, Missoula Gulch lay far west of the densely populated areas surrounding the mines and the
central business district. Early photographs depict this western area as an agricultural/mining buffer with
scattered small farms, occasional residences and crude squatter’s shacks. The gulch separated what was to
become Southwest Butte from residential neighborhoods to the north and east, while the land to the south

"7 Christine Amos, “The Lower Westside: Butte’s Youngest Historic Neighborhood,” TMs (photocopy), Southwest Butte files,

MT SHPO, Helena, 1985; revised by Dale Martin, 1986; and Linda Bell, “An Inventory of the Southwest Missoula Gulch
Neighborhood,” (photocopy), Southwest Butte files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1984; updated and revised by Chere Jiusto, 2003.
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and west remained mostly undeveloped. Construction of residences along South Jackson and Clark Streets
in the late 1890s synchronized with the extension of Platinum Street across Missoula Gulch to the west side.

Southwest Butte passed through the late nineteenth century without sharing in the development and
expansion that characterized most of the Butte-Anaconda Historic District. Although small parts of the
neighborhood were platted by the early 1890s, settlement did not immediately follow. In the Montrose and
Homevale additions, both laid out in 1890, plans on paper were not matched by physical changes on the
ground. By 1895 only about a dozen buildings and several roads, unrelated to the regular city street grid,
existed among the mine prospects and placer workings that dotted the area west of Missoula Gulch and
south of Mercury Street. Several more additions, the Ancient, West End and Travonia Fraction, were platted
in 1906 and 1907, yet housing construction did not occur in this area until the next decade.'*®

Increased demand for copper resulting from World War I sparked spectacular growth of the mining industry
and the city of Butte between 1910 and 1918, precipitating a massive housing shortage. Between 1916 and
1918 alone, over 700 residences were constructed, half of them on the “Flats,” the others on the hill. During
this era, the southwest corner of the city was platted. The School of Mines Addition of 1913 was followed
closely by the Corona [1915], Grand View and MacGinniss Heights [both 1916], Caplis Heights and
Bolever & Brown [both 1917].'%

Single-family residences overwhelmingly led the 1916 to 1918 building boom in the Southwest
neighborhood. Most were one or one-and-one-half-story frame dwellings of the popular Bungalow or
Craftsman style. Embodying progressive era ideals and American Arts and Crafts movement sensibilities,
these homes functioned differently than the homes of the Victorian era. While many of Butte’s early
Westside residences provided formal rooms and quarters for domestic help, the working and middle class
purchasestOf homes after 1910 generally could not afford the luxuries of rarely used parlors or domestic
servants.

SOUTHWEST: SOCIAL HISTORY

The vast majority of original Southwest residents were native-born and middle class, and most of the men
were involved in small businesses or were skilled or semi-skilled workers. Although some men in the
“Bungalow neighborhoods” of the 1910s worked in the mines, many held the more desired aboveground
positions such as blacksmith, timekeeper, or carpenter. Other residents worked as salesmen, shop
proprietors, bakers, clerks, bookkeepers and plumbers. Intermixed with these residents were some of
Butte’s most prominent citizens who owned commercial and investment companies, taught at the School of
Mines, practiced medicine and law, or held ranking positions in ACM, the newly-formed Montana Power
Company, and the BA & P Railroad."”!

SOUTHWEST: ARCHITECTURAL PATTERNS

Residential: Architectural development within the Southwest neighborhood followed the precedents of
Butte’s other western neighborhoods, although the lots tended to be larger (many occupied a lot and a half)
allowing space for a lawn, garden, and trees to surround each house. Few lavish homes distinguish the area,
yet a large percentage of houses present a stylish historical fagade and likely reflect the work of local

18 Clerk and Recorder’s Office, Butte-Silver Bow Courthouse; U.S. Geological Survey, Butte Special Map: 1898 ed. surveyed

1895, 1904 ed. surveyed 1903.
' Clerk and Recorder’s Office; Chris Daly, “Butte’s 1916-1918 Building Boom” (lecture, Butte, MT, September 1984).
150 Compiled from inventory forms.
151 1y
Ibid.
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architects. Architecturally, the buildings facing Jackson and Excelsior Streets range in scale from
unpretentious to imposing. However, while late-Victorian styles are represented in Southwest Butte
(Italianate, Romanesque, Shingle, Queen Anne, Classical Revivals), the dominant style is Craftsman and its
variants [photo #58]. This contrasts with other Butte neighborhoods where worker’s cottages and small
vernacular dwellings typified the environs. As might be expected, Four-square and Queen-Anne worker’s
cottages in the Southwest neighborhood are located in the blocks surrounding the Travona Mine.

The majority of buildings in Southwest Butte are well-spaced single-family residences. Most popular by far
were Bungalow cottages and Craftsman-style residences, 236 in all. Excellent examples of the Craftsman
Bungalow can be seen in the 400 block of South Excelsior [photo #57], while the 1100 block of Steel [photo
#60] and the 1300 block of Gold [photo #59] showcase tidy Craftsman cottages. There are six workers
cottages and six Queen Anne style houses in this neighborhood.

Commercial: Building patterns in Southwest Butte reflect the rising popularity of the automobile by 1920.
Cars enabled residents to extend their traffic and trading patterns beyond neighborhood boundaries and the
local street railway system, which ran along Emmett Avenue. The neighborhood grocery, saloon, meeting
hall, and church are, therefore, less common features in the mobile Southwest neighborhood than elsewhere
in Butte. Of the more than 200 grocery stores listed in the 1923 Butte directory, only two were within
Southwest Butte.'> The few commercial structures serving this neighborhood are concentrated along the
primary corridor of Excelsior, which was Old Highway 10 until the 1960s.

Public Buildings: Butte’s Community Memorial Hospital east of Missoula Gulch postdates the period of
NHL significance. The hospital opened on January 21, 1952; Chester Steele Memorial Park below the
hospital was dedicated in 1965.

SOUTHWEST: INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES

The Travona Mine yard occupies the very southeast corner of Southwest Butte. With its headframe and ore
bins, and the foundations of the hoist house and office, the Travona is an impressive industrial backdrop to
this end of the landmark district. Even in the more desirable west end, Butte neighborhoods still entwined
with mines and industry, and homes for mine workers between Clark and Washington Streets developed
along with the mine.

SMELTER DISTRICT">

Butte’s Smelter District developed at the low point of the Butte Hill where surface and subsurface water
flowing off the Butte Hill, Summit Valley to the south, and portions of the surrounding Continental Divide
come together. The Smelter District lies at the confluence of three of the Butte Hill’s primary drainages:
Silver Bow Creek, Blacktail Creek and Missoula Gulch. Silver Bow Creek flowed around the concentrated
mining on Butte Hill, arising along the western slope of the Continental Divide and its northern hills and
tributaries. These water sources were necessary to industrial processes such as reduction and smelting of
mined ore, and determined the location of industrial facilities. In addition, the flat benches along lower
Butte Hill were the points of access from the west for rail and wagon. The southern boundary of the smelter
district and the Butte-Anaconda Historic District is defined by the rail line of the Northern Pacific Railroad.

152

1923).
153

Butte Miner, 24 March 1918, Real Estate section, 16; Brinck & Malone’s Butte City Directory, 1923 (Butte: Brinck & Malone,

Mark Reavis, “Smelter District Historic Context,” TMs (photocopy), Butte Smelter District files, MT SHPO, Helena, 2002.
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The primary structural system in the Smelter District is the network of slag wall dams that directed the water
for smelting at the Butte Reduction Works [1885, counted as one contributing structure, one contributing
site, photos #70, 71]. Within the district there are a total of 84 buildings with 64 that contribute to the NHL
district. These include commercial buildings on Montana and Centennial Streets, dominated by the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Depot, one of Butte’s most prominent architectural landmarks, and
enclaves of workers’ cottages that line Illinois, Washington and Jackson Streets.

SMELTER DISTRICT: WATER AND SMELTERS

Reduction of crushed ore and smelting are all dependent upon water, “the universal solvent,” to release
valuable metals from a mineral matrix. Industrial development harnessed Butte’s most abundant water
supplies, with the Colorado Smelter and Butte Reduction Works sited at the low outflow points of the
watershed, and other smelters such as the Parrott located further upstream along Silver Bow Creek. From
the start of mining activities in the 1870s, Silver Bow Creek was little more than an industrial sewer carrying
away the wasted sludge of the town and its mining and smelting industries.

These water sources were tapped, contained and redirected for use in the smelting process. The Butte
Reduction Works [aka Colusa Parrot smelter] was established in 1885, to roast ores from the Butte mines.
Copper King William Clark bought the works in 1887, producing copper and silver matte that was shipped
out to New Jersey for refining. An aqueduct system harnessed Silver Bow Creek for the regularly expanding
Butte Reduction Works, along with the adjacent Colorado Smelter. Over time, these waters serving Butte
industries proved inconsistent, an issue compounded as historian Brian Shovers noted, by the toxic smoke
that “blanketed Butte much of the time.”'>* Butte’s city council responded to angry citizens with a
prohibition on open heap roasting and a mandate for taller smoke stacks. The Butte Reduction Works’
resulting 352-foot high concrete stack was the world’s tallest (the ACM stack was soon to exceed this) but
continued urban pollution and need for water ultimately resulted in the consolidation and relocation of
smelting to Anaconda. Amalgamated Copper’s John D. Ryan purchased the Butte Reduction Works in
1910, but it burned the following year. In 1927, the site was redeveloped to process manganese from the
Emma Mine, operating as an essential part of the World War II war effort, after which it shut down.'*

The Butte Reduction Works site represents the earliest efforts at smelting within the NHL. The largest and
most significant remains of this early smelting era are the slag walls that defined and surrounded the Butte
Reduction Works smelter. Made of smelted by-product, the slag walls were formed and poured to collect,
retain and direct water for use in ore reduction and smelting. Layers from multiple slag pours, and charred
impressions left from the ignited timber formwork illustrate the construction process. Walls undulate where
the dense iron and silicate rich slag pushed out the formwork with each pour. And the molten nature of the
“lava like” slag is evidenced by egg-shaped ladle forms that sometimes solidified prior to being poured —
they were knocked out and dropped into the mix."*® The resulting black slag wall of the Butte Reduction
Works encompasses the lower third of the Smelter District and is the major feature defining this
neighborhood.

14 Brian Shovers, “Montana Cultural Resources Inventory for the Butte Reduction Works,” TMs (photocopy), GCM Services,

Butte, 1991), 5.4.

' Ibid. For a thorough discussion of this history, see Donald MacMillan, Smoke Wars: Anaconda Copper, Montana Air Pollution
and the Courts 1890-1920 (Helena: Montana Historical Society Press, 2000).

156 Photographic and mining technology journals verify the use of slag as a building material and its intended use to retain water
rich tailings.
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Following the technology of steel-reinforced concrete, the slag was also reinforced with iron and steel.
Twisted iron bars strengthened the bond, combining the extreme compressive strength of the slag and the
tensile strength of metal. The extensive slag wall structure and the arched aqueduct that ran through the
Butte Reduction Works are engineering feats. Reinforced slag was also combined with concrete, brick and
iron to form the reduction works furnace foundations. Elsewhere, in older areas such as Walkerville and
Centerville, slag blocks were used to construct residential foundations. A little smaller than today’s cement
block, the slag blocks worked well for foundations. Use of slag as a building material occurred in Butte
only within the early smelting period; the enormous piles of black slag in Anaconda are the result of pouring
molten slag through a water stream, fracturing it into black sand.

SMELTER DISTRICT: INDUSTRY AND ARCHITECTURE

The Dexter Mill was a silver mill that formerly stood on the northern end of the smelter district, operating
from 1876 until the late 1890s. The 10-stamp mill was built to serve the Travona silver mines, spurring the
development of housing for silver miners and mill workers on nearby Dexter, Alabama, Illinois and Indiana
Streets.

The Centennial Brewery once stood along the south side of what is now Centennial Avenue. The ruins of
the brewery are defined by cut-granite foundation walls designed for the various brewing operations and
arched brick openings.”” Brick buildings once associated with distribution and bottling stand across
Centennial Avenue south of the brewery. The Centennial Brewery’s history is entwined with the most
significant labor history event in Butte-Anaconda history, the lynching of IWW labor organizer and martyr
Frank Little. Abducted from his uptown boarding house, Little was dragged through the streets, transported
by car, and finally his body was hung on display as a warning to like-minded Socialists, many from
Germanic countries who worked at the Centennial Brewery. Newspaper accounts relate that Little’s body
was fg;md by brewery workers on their way to work, hanging from the Milwaukee trestle along the county
road.

The rail line and the shared rail yard of the BA & P and the Milwaukee Railroad, cut across the area at a
slight diagonal following the natural contours of area topography [photo #67]. Many of the warehouses
flanking the western side of Montana Street are skewed to the alignment of the railroad tracks that served
them; some aligned warehouse side walls with the rail lines and canted their front facades to parallel
Montana Street. With its irregular walls, large-scale doors and the remains of the loading docks,
Rosenberg’s furniture [821 S. Montana] is one of the smelter area’s larger warehouses.

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Freight Depot was built in 1908 with the arrival of that
railroad. The Mission Revival-style Milwaukee Depot [1919], with its prominent clock tower, was built 11
years later and dominates the southern reaches of the NHL district [photo #69]. Designed by railroad
architect A.O. Lagerstrom, the depot was the last historic addition to the warehouse row, employing
twentieth-century technology with its riveted iron framework, and masonry-clad reinforced concrete. Staked
mining claims and their continued use into the twentieth century excluded portions of land from residential
development. Vacant land in the area was allocated to railroad right-of-way for warehouse and mining
claim spurs. The rail yard functioned as an assembly and sorting point for train cars loaded with ore. The

157 The current Centennial Concrete operation used the historic foundation to set up their mixing process, which has similar batch

mixing components as beer.

18 This county road would appear to be the westward extension of Iron Street that ran down to Alabama Street through the Dexter
Addition and under the western “Y” of the Milwaukee as it heads south. Though not evident at surface, it is likely that archeological
remains of the trestle now lie under concrete debris stored at this area.
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northern spur was routed to the Washoe Sampling Works — a mini ore-processing facility employing the
“Washoe Process” that presorted the ores, and increased the efficiency at the Anaconda operations, “mixing
the right ingredients & baking it in the same way.”

Residential: Separated from Butte’s city proper by Silver Bow Creek, railroads, industry (and later I-90),
housing in the Smelter District stands apart. Home building within the Smelter District was limited to land
not occupied by industry, and developed during the late nineteenth century along Washington and Jackson
Streets. Typical worker Four-square and Queen Anne cottages grew up around the Dexter Mill and the
Washoe Sampling works. When the Dexter Addition opened in 1910, homes concentrated north of the
tracks; active mines such as the Star West limited further development to the south.

MONTANA COLLEGE OF MINERAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY159

The Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology is a formal ca. 1900 campus, located on the edge
of Butte’s West Side. It overlooks the City of Butte from its perch on the ridge sloping down from Big
Butte [photo #54]. The historic design of the campus of Montana College of Mineral Science and
Technology is highly intact, and is centered around substantial nineteenth-century brick buildings that date
to the founding of the school. Over time, buildings have been added around this central core, and today
there are five buildings in this educational complex that contribute to the NHL district and 12 that do not.

MONTANA TECH: HISTORY

Montana Tech (as it is commonly known) had its origins in the Enabling Act of 1889, and its provision of
federal land grants to new states, for the purposes of establishing mining schools. Montana’s legislature
located the state’s School of Mines in Butte, and the Mining City enthusiastically supported the institution,
donating land for the campus and coming to the school’s aid financially during its early history. The first
class graduated in 1903, launching its long tradition as one of the country’s leading programs in mining
engineering, with emphasis on mineral sciences and deep mining.

The campus plan centers on Main Hall [1889-1897, photo #55], a three-story Renaissance Revival building
designed by John C. Paulsen, Montana’s first state architect. Main Hall is unquestionably one of the
outstanding collegiate Renaissance-Revival buildings in the state, with its formal brick fagade, front
entrance arcaded with Corinthian columns, and classical elements. One of Paulsen’s last major buildings, it
reflects his masterful command of late Victorian design.

Many of the buildings on Montana Tech’s campus carried on the Renaissance influences established with
the completion of Main Hall. The Engineering Building designed by C.S. Haire [1910] complemented Main
Hall. The brick building has Renaissance-Revival influences and classical detailing. The Mill Building
[1908] continued this unified look, its brick construction having a more functional purpose as the campus
heating plant and assay laboratory. The Metallurgy Building was designed by Montana architects George
Carsley and Floyd Hamill. This three-story brick building features a raised second-floor entrance, brick-
and-granite belt coursing, and rich terra-cotta ornament.

Buildings of the 1920s and 1930s took on the influences of early twentieth-century Modernism. These
include brick residence halls [1935], the President’s House [1936] and the Library-Museum building [1939],
one of only nine Public Works Administration-funded buildings built in Montana during the 1930s. One of

1% Context drawn from John Westenberg, “Historic and Architectural Analysis of the Butte Landmark Area: Montana Tech

Campus,” TMs (photocopy), MT Tech files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1981.
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the best Art Deco buildings in the state, it was designed by W. A. Arnold and features stepped facades,
stylized terra cotta, vertical linear elements and bronze doors.

BUTTE MINE YARDS'®

The Butte Mine Yards encompass the mines on the Butte Hill with extant headframes and other mine-related
structures [photos #8, 12-18]. Some lie within the city proper, while several others are concentrated on the
northeast periphery of the city of Butte in a mining district where the barren landscape was exclusively given
over to copper mining. The boundaries of the Butte-Anaconda NHL are being expanded in this nomination
to encompass not only the mine yards but also the historic portions of the mining landscape that lend
significance and definition to the landmark district.

All of the mine yards encompassed by the NHL boundaries were operative during the 1876-1934 period of
significance and represent the hard rock mining technologies employed in the Butte underground throughout
this period. The mines also reflect the conditions that workers experienced on a daily basis, and the dangers
and realities of the work that compelled them to organize. Organizing was in part a survival strategy, and as
noted in the NHL American Labor History Theme study, a response to horrific conditions in which workers’
lives were sacrificed to expedite mineral extraction. Underground accidents and health-related illness were
routine among Butte mine workers, nowhere so dramatic as the Granite Mountain/Speculator mine fire of
1917, which claimed 168 lives and poured fuel onto the flames of labor unrest in Butte-Anaconda.'®’

MINING RESOURCES

Of the 26 major mines operating in Butte in 1915, there are 14 intact mine yards remaining, along with four
mine sites. In the mine yards scattered around the Butte Hill today, the significant remaining structures are
the massive headframes (two wooden and 12 steel) along with hoist houses, compressor houses, shops,
change houses, and other support structures.

The Butte Mine yards vary in size from a quarter acre at the Travona, to about 5 acres at the Kelley, each
containing a full component of mining structures and buildings. At the turn of the twentieth century, the
Mountain Con, Butte’s deepest mine, offered an example of what a typical mine yard contained: a 129-foot-
tall steel headframe, a hoist house sided with corrugated metal and equipped with a steam engine, ore bins, a
machine shop, a change house, a blacksmith house, an ice house, framing shop, pump house, rope house,
and an assay office. Today the mine yards collectively retain tremendous presence in the landscape and, of
them, the Anselmo offers the most complete range of buildings for reconstructing the mining process.

CoPPER MINING TECHNOLOGY

The three square miles of coppet/silver ores lying beneath the Butte Hill could never have been exploited
without the technology necessary to extract the ore. Breaking apart the ore and hoisting it to the surface
from depths of 3,000 feet was accomplished with mining technology that had evolved over hundreds of
years in Europe and North America. It is the hulking black headframes towering above neighborhoods and
mining sites that are the most visible feature associated with underground mines, and most prominent in
identifying the Butte-Anaconda Historic District as a globally significant historic copper-production center.

190 Context drawn from Brian Shovers, Fred Quivik and Mark Fiege, National Register of Historic Places Nomination,
“Headframes and Mineyards in Butte,” TMs (photocopy), National Register Files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1984.

11 Arnesen et al., American Labor History Theme Study (draft), 5-6, identifies the labor history theme of “Living and Dying” and
discusses events and impacts such as those associated in Butte with the Speculator/Granite Mountain fire.
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The wooden headframe was probably developed for hoisting copper ore in the mines of Cornwall and there
is evidence that a crude headframe was first used at a silver mine in the Guanajuato District of central
Mexico in the late eighteenth century. Early western miners used windlasses for sinking shafts of up to 50
feet, and thereafter used a crude headframe or tripod with a horse whim to raise ore and lower materials.
From 1850 until 1900, wooden headframes were used for hoisting in the deep mines of the Michigan
peninsula. Wooden headframes, in a variety of sizes, could be erected using local materials and labor, and
were no doubt used in the early silver mines in Butte.

The Keweenaw Peninsula in Michigan introduced a new era of hard rock mining technology following the
discovery of copper there in 1845. The Michigan district dominated world copper production until
challenged by Butte 45 years later, and as the peninsula’s productivity increased, new techniques and
machinery were tested that were later applied and adapted in Butte. Much of the technology that appeared in
Butte had gained its maturity in Michigan.

The steel headframe first appeared at the Michigan Quincy Mine in 1900 when a new material was needed
to replace deteriorating wooden timbers. Construction of the steel headframes also dictated a change in
building crews; steel headframes were often designed and built by bridge builders who brought skills and
materials from outside the district.

In Western mining districts, like Colorado and Nevada, where smaller, independent mines predominated, the
wooden headframe was used almost exclusively. Only in larger, more capitalized districts like Butte, does
the steel headframe dominate the skyline. Most of Butte’s early copper mines used wooden headframes and
even as late as 1906 the Butte Miner reported the construction of a new 70-foot wooden two-shaft
headframe, which was erected in three weeks at the East Butte #1 mine. The first steel headframe to appear
in Butte was the 100-foot structure erected at the Diamond Mine [1898] by the Gillette-Herzog Company,
bridge builders of Minneapolis, in 1898 at a cost of $8,940. That same year, the Minneapolis bridge
builders erected steel headframes at the Original and Steward mines. In both cases, the steel headframe was
erected over the wooden headframe, which continued to operate until the new structure was complete. By
the turn of the twentieth century, the four-part steel headframe was a familiar sight on the Butte Hill.

Butte’s landscape was dramatically shaped by the world-class copper industry residing there. Headframes,
steel-sided and brick hoist houses, and smokestacks covered large areas of the Butte Hill, immediately
impressing the visitor with the enormity and sophistication of the industry. “A very striking feature of the
camp is the works and houses of the great Anaconda group of mines,” remarked Professor Arthur Lakes,
visiting the camp in 1900. He continued, “It consists of lofty plant houses and numerous groups of
exceedingly tall black chimneys. Seven in a row of these belong to the Never Sweat Mine alone.” The
variety of these buildings in size and shape reflect their different functions and the complexity of the mining
process. In 1900, all of the machinery necessary to transform the copper sulfide embedded in granite into a
metal to be used for electric wire could be seen working in Butte. Arthur Lakes remarked, “Each plant
represents on its different floors and compartments, everything that could possibly be needed by a mine.
Here is a compartment for carpentering, repairing, timbering; here lathes for ironwork; here a planing room
and there a blacksmith shop, and elsewhere big storehouses of everything needful.”'®

For example, a visitor in 1900 to the mine yard of the Mountain Consolidated mine — one of Butte’s largest
— could view the entire mining process, through operation of mine buildings including: the hoist house

162 Arthur Lakes, “The Mines of Butte,” Mines & Minerals, May 1900.
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(equipped with a four-cylinder steam engine), ore bins, machine shop, change house, blacksmith shop, ice
house (to supply miners with cold water), framing shop pump house, rope house (for repairing steel hoisting
cable), and assay office.

MINING ARCHITECTURE

The 14 remaining headframes — two wooden, 12 steel — vary in size from the 70-foot Orphan Girl to the
178-foot headframe standing over the Kelley #1 shaft. The steel headframes offered greater permanence and
resistance to environmental deterioration, and the advantage of portability: it could be disassembled and
reconstructed at a different mine yard. Over time, headframes were frequently moved. The Colorado
headframe was transferred to the Orphan Girl in the 1920s, for example, and the Black Rock headframe was
moved to the Anselmo in the 1930s.

Butte’s surviving steel headframes are built with two legs near the shaft, nearly vertical, and the other two
legs set diagonally to brace the structure against the pull of the hoist. Unlike the large steel headframes on
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Butte’s headframes are unsheathed. Each headframe has a platform near the
top and usually a pair of sheave wheels over which the cable is slung to pull ore out of the shaft. Some
headframes have an additional auxiliary (or Chippy) sheave used for hauling men and materials during a
shift while the main sheaves were hauling ore. The headframes all had adjacent ore bins to store ore from
the mine until it could be loaded into ore cars and hauled to mills and smelters.

Ten of the mine yards in Butte retain their hoist houses, and those at the Steward and the Original are of
brick while the others are steel-frame-and-sided buildings. The Steward and the Original hoist houses still
contain early steam-powered hoist engines (later converted to compressed air). All other hoist engines on
the Butte hill were driven by electric motors.

MINING LANDSCAPE

Butte’s gallus headframes trace Butte’s crescent-shaped underground metal ore deposits, starting low at the
west with the Travona and the Orphan Girl; trending north and east under the city with the Anselmo, the
Original and the Steward; and reaching to Walkerville with the Lexington and the Alice mines. From the
municipality of Walkerville and the Granite Mountain Memorial, one can view the heavily mined landscape
unfolding to the east, dominated by the headframes, foundations, excavations and waste piles of the Badger
State, Pilot of Butte, Granite Mountain, Bell Diamond and Kelley mines. The historic mining landscape is
bounded on the east by the contemporary active areas of permitted mine operations. The Kelley mine marks
the southern boundary of this mining landscape.

Much of Butte’s vast mining landscape lies hidden from view, deep within the “Richest Hill on Earth.”
Unlike most western mining camps, where the mine workings were remote to settlement, Butte’s ore
reserves were so large that the community had to build on top of the ore bodies. While the iron headframes
on the surface stand 100 to 170 feet high, they are simple support facilities for the underground works.
Though distinctive, they pale when compared to the scale and magnitude of the engineering required to build
the estimated 3,000 miles of tunnels and shafts that underlie Butte.

Beneath the earth, to a depth of over a mile, there remains a vast and tangled network of underground mine
shafts. The shafts are framed with heavy wooden timbers and although they are now hazardous and closed
off for safety reasons, they nonetheless remain as the source of industrial activity that gave rise to Butte’s
mining history. The Butte Underground is counted as one site contributing in a highly significant way to the
landscape development and prominent history of the Mining City.
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Alice Mine [1875/1878-ca. 1960]: The Alice Mine was the focus of many important events for Butte’s Labor
movement. While the site has been environmentally reclaimed, it is still evidenced by very visible surface
modifications. These include the “knob” (the overburden from open-pit operations), and a deep conical
“Pit.” In addition, the underground mine itself down to the 300-foot level is accessible from the Alice
Tunnel; one of the few remaining safe access points to the Butte underground works. The Alice’s original
1878 support facilities were made of timber and wood framing, and changed with time, technology and
material improvements, particularly after the mill burned and was rebuilt in 1916. The Alice Mine was
altered, first by conversion to open pit extraction during the mid-twentieth century, and later in 2001 when
Superfund remediation cropped off a third of the overburden pile and placed it into the Alice Pit. The sides
of the Pit were re-contoured; mine dumps along Corra Terrace were reclaimed, and landscaped walking
trails now lead to the top of the Knob.

Travona [1875/1880-1942, in background photo #68]: The Travona was originally the Asteroid claim,
opened on the site of a major silver strike by William Farlin in 1875. William Clark and partners acquired it
in 1880 and sold it to ACM in 1929. It remained primarily a silver mine, with the 10-stamp Dexter mill
crushing the ore until 1942 when manganese was extracted for the World War II war effort. The Travona
headframe was moved to this yard from the Pennsylvania in 1940.

Lexington Mine [1878/1881-1957]: The Lexington’s headframe is built of riveted iron latticework, the same
technology employed on the Eiffel Tower. The hoisting (engine room) house is a compact two-floor gable
roof building with an intact interior providing an excellent example of early electrified hoisting technology
and the transition from steam-powered hoisting. The mine yard retains significant integrity in its
configuration of accessory headframe components, with features such as timber-cribbed ore bins and
mechanical service lines long gone from most Butte headframes and yards. The mineshaft has not been
abandoned or capped, and the collar and service components remain relatively intact. The mine yard is
surrounded by a 10-foot high board and barbed-wire fence that fortified this mine and others in the Butte
camp, acting primarily as a protective measure against the many labor strikes that took place in Walkerville
and Butte. These board fences were a dominant feature in historic photographs. Also evident of strike
security is the crow’s nest and searchlight that top the headframe.

Original Mine [1878/1898-ca. 1960, photo #13, 14]: Encompassing two full city blocks between Main,
Montana, Woolman and Copper Streets, the Original Mine was the site of some of the earliest mining in
Butte. Early pioneers found small pits dug by early prospectors with elk horn near the site of the Original
Mine. William Clark patented Lot #39, launching the Original Mine in 1878, and two years later, Granville
Stuart patented claims for Lots 86a and b. The shaft was driven to the 1,000-foot level by 1897 with 20 men
working underground, six top men and three hoist engineers. The existing structures were built in 1898;
they include a brick hoist house, compressor house and a headframe. By 1902, the mine employed 300 men
who were working underground, twenty topmen, and three engineers. By 1906, the compressor house had
four steam air compressors and two Ingersoll-Sergeant air compressors driven by twin induction motors.
ACM obtained these mining properties in 1910.

Orphan Girl [1879/ca.1880-1957]: The Orphan Girl claim was located in 1875 and patented in 1879 by
Marcus Daly and partners. Originally a silver and lead mine, ACM acquired this mine in 1895. The
headframe is from the Colorado mine, moved to this yard between 1925 and 1927. Other buildings on site
also contribute to the yard’s significant landmark values. It is now part of the World Museum of Mining.
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Mountain Consolidated [1880/1886-1974, photo #8]: The “Mountain Con” was patented in 1880 and the
shaft was opened in 1886. Marcus Daly acquired it for ACM in 1895 and became one of Butte Hill’s
biggest mines, drawing 900 tons of coppet/silver ore daily in 1889. Reaching to remarkable depths, the Con
is the origin of the Butte saying “A mile high — a mile deep.” The mine retains its large headframe clad with
corrugated metal, ore chute, three idler towers, and the hoist building, which are highly visible and lend
identity to the community.

Bell Diamond [1882/1898-ca. 1960, photo #12]: Patented in 1882 by William Clark, the ACM acquired this
mine in 1895. The Bell Diamond’s early, riveted steel headframe was the first in Butte, and holds primary
significance within the landmark district. Along with the headframe the mine yard retains its auxiliary hoist
house, and foundations of the main hoist house.

Badger State [1883/ca. 1890-1966]: Patent for the Badger State was acquired by William Young in 1883,
transferred to Boston & Consolidated in 1910 and purchased by ACM in 1910. In 1915 600 men were
employed here mining copper and zinc. Located within Butte’s mining landscape on the northwest edge of
town, the headframe, main hoist house, auxiliary hoist house, and ore bin all date between 1900 and 1920
and contribute significantly to the landmark district.

Steward Mine [1885/ ca. 1890-ca. 1960, photo #18]: Located north of Woolman Street between North Main
and Wyoming Streets, the Steward Mine was part of William Clark’s Original Consolidated Mining
Company from 1885 until it was purchased by the ACM in 1910. In 1897, the state mine inspector reported
that the Steward shaft had been driven to 600 feet and six men were working underground, three on top, and
two hoist engineers. The mine yard consists of a headframe, an auxiliary hoist house and a hoist house
(engine room), and compressed air tanks.

Granite Mountain [1887/1901- ca. 1960]: Patent for the Granite Mountain was obtained in 1887 and sold to
North Butte Mining Company, which opened the mine in 1901. By 1915 it was one of the largest
copper/zinc mines in Butte, employing over 800 men. It was sold to Fanny Farmuth in 1930 and ACM in
1953. Today it retains its headframe, auxiliary hoist house and wooden ore bin.

Anselmo Mine [1887/ca. 1890/1921- ca. 1980, photos #16, 17]: Overlooking the homes of men who once
descended its shaft, the Anselmo gallus frame looms over Caledonia Street along with the majority of
ancillary buildings that served the underground. The original patent, received by John Hauswirth and Adele
Jacobs in 1887 was transferred to Beer, Sondheimer and Company in 1919 and to the Anselmo Mining
Company in 1921. In 1929, ACM acquired the property. A primary copper producer on the hill, the
Anselmo is Butte’s best example of an intact mine yard representing the multitude of skilled labor trades
indispensable in each aspect of mining. These include the steel headframe and electric hoist (moved onsite
during the 1930s from the Gray Rock mine), along with the primary hoist (engine room) and the auxiliary
hoist (the “Chippy” hoist), the “Dry” (locker) room, timber framing shop, engineering and timekeeper’s
building, plumbing and machine shop and ore bin. Smaller buildings including the “hose house” for fire
suppression, the management’s three heated garages, and “honey car” dump (toilet car dump accessing
Butte’s sewer system) all evidence the various operations large and small required to serve the underground.
Remnants of the timber dump and blacksmith shop are also still visible. With buildings representing the full
range of mine yard activities, the Anselmo is a monumental testament to Butte’s mining history and the
daily experience of the thousands of mineworkers that powered the industry.
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Belmont [1900-ca. 1960]: The Belmont mine was launched between 1900 and 1904 by F. Augustus Heinze
and operated by the Red Metal Mining Company. Following the war of the Copper Kings, it was acquired
by ACM in 1907. The yard today retains important original structures: headframe, hoist house and chippy,
and two idler towers. The hoist house was adapted to use as a senior citizens center in the late 1990s.

Parrott [1880s/ca.1888 -1982, photo #18]: The Parrott Mine was an early mine that was purchased by ACM
ca. 1910 for use as an airshaft to their underground mine tunnels. Today the historic Parrott structures
include a World War I-era timber headframe, three brick buildings (hoisthouse, compressor house, office)
and vent housing. In the mid-twentieth century, the Kelley utilized these shops service that operation. Later
buildings include boilermaker, blacksmith and machine shops.

Kelley Mine [ca. 1888/1947-1956, photo #18]: The Kelley represents a ca. 1947 evolution of underground
mining prior to the advent of open pit mining in Butte and the Anaconda Company’s last efforts to develop
underground mining technologies (block caving) to offset the cost of extracting ore of continually
diminishing grade. The Kelley retains a number of structures moved onsite during mid-twentieth-century
mining, including the Leonard’s steel headframe.

Pilot of Butte [by 1900]: The Pilot of Butte is an early mine that sits within the active mining landscape
northeast of the Uptown. Today it is one of just two to retain a headframe of wooden timbers.

In addition, there are three mine properties that lack significant surface features but do mark important
history within the landmark district boundaries: the Missoula, the Ophir, and the Emma mine sites. The
Emma Mine (now a park, surface structures no longer remain) was sited on the district’s southern border
between Silver and Porphyry. The Ophir ended its mining operations in conjunction with the Emma during
the 1920s; although the headframes no longer stand, the shafts, concrete shaft caps, foundation walls and the
level mine staging area still mark several decades of mining on these sites.

The Missoula Mine was developed primarily as a man and material shaft in association with the Lexington
Tunnel. The Lexington Tunnel entrance lies just outside of Centerville’s west boundary and extends for
almost its entire length underneath that neighborhood.

SociaLisT HaLL'®

Butte’s Socialist Hall [1957 Harrison Ave., photo #72] is a discontiguous property of primary significance to
the NHL district. Built in 1916, it is a mile below the Butte-Anaconda Historic District boundaries, in a
suburban part of town where support for the Socialist movement was strong. Since that time, contemporary
infill has isolated the building from the rest of historic Butte. However, its prominent significance in the
history of Butte-Anaconda justifies its inclusion as an outlying resource of the landmark district.

The Socialist Party of America was founded in 1898 when Montana formed a chapter in Butte the following
year. Butte was the perfect place to advance Socialist goals and ideas, with its large working-class
population and unionized workforce. As historian Jerry Calvert observed, the Socialist Party of Montana
hoped to forge a “majority coalition... in which workers would be the leading element” and by so doing,

18 John Phillips, “Socialist Hall,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of
the Interior, National Park Service). The building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on 26 May 1995.
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would “use the collective power of the ballot to overthrow capitalism...and begin to construct a socialist
o 164
society.

The Socialists in Butte constituted Montana’s largest and most effective party chapter. Their success at the
polls in 1903 installed a Socialist mayor and other city officials in Anaconda, the first municipal success by
Socialists in the western states. That year Anaconda also sent a slate of party members to the Montana State
Legislature. A few years later, Butte voters elected a Socialist mayor as well.

The Socialist Hall opened in 1916, a period of labor unrest, as stepped-up production during World War I
put pressure on workers and put their safety at risk. In 1917, with the Speculator Mine disaster and the
ensuing violence that resulted in Frank Little’s lynching and razing of the Butte Miners’ Union Hall, the
political tide turned. Efforts to quash the IWW, ACM’s ouster of workers with socialist sympathies and
Montana’s Sedition Act led to the demise of the Socialist Party in Montana. The cooperative ideals shared
by working-class party members diminished, but the Socialist Hall remains as a symbol of those historical
forces.

Socialist Hall is a two-story brown brick building, a commercial fagade with creamy terra-cotta horizontal
banding and wound window arches. The fagade bears a bas relief carving of two hands shaking to
symbolize solidarity. It retains a very high level of integrity. It is one of the few Socialist Halls remaining
in the country. 165

OVERVIEW: ANACONDA

Following their 1880 purchase of the Anaconda Mine on Butte Hill, Marcus Daly and his principal investors
anticipated Butte’s potential and began to research and develop plans for a large-scale smelting/refinery
plant. With copper flowing from the Butte mines Daly’s syndicate moved quickly to control and contain the
processing and cost of refining Butte’s copper ore. Even so, during the two-year planning and construction
phase, 37,000 tons of Butte’s high-grade ores were shipped east and overseas for processing. Daly and his
investors found what was needed in the nearby Warm Springs drainage; what Butte lacked in natural
amenities, the valley’s resources provided. Water, timber, and proximity to Butte drove selection of the site
of the world’s largest non-ferrous mineral reduction plant in April 1883, and Daly immediately laid the
groundwork for one of the most economically and politically influential industrial communities in the
nation.

Construction of the smelter went hand-in-hand with layout of a community for its workers. Daly and a
handful of advisors surveyed and planned the Original Townsite, initially naming it Copperopolis before
opting for Anaconda at the recommendation of the postmaster. Consequently, Anaconda’s urban geography
is strikingly different than its Mining City counterpart. In sharp contrast to the haphazard appearance of
Butte and most other mining centers, Anaconda is one of the only planned workers’ communities in the
region. As {2 grtune magazine observed in 1936, “(t)he City of Anaconda is related to Butte but resembles it
not at all...”

' Jerry Calvert, The Gibraltar: Socialism and Labor in Butte, Montana, 1895-1920 (Helena, MT: Montana Historical Society
Press, 1988), 22.

165 The Tamiment Institute confirmed this information for historian John Phillips at the time of the National Register Nomination.

166 «Anaconda Copper,” Fortune (December 1936): 85.
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Unlike rollicking Butte, whose frenetic growth forced miners to build homes near the mines in which they
worked, Anaconda’s growth and evolution followed along orderly and progressive lines of development.'’
Anaconda was planned for efficiency and service in a community where one company dictated wages and
employment for almost a century. The Anaconda Townsite Company (later a department of the Anaconda
Company) was in charge of land distribution, and it divided the east end of town into smaller and cheaper
lots nearest the smelters, effectively concentrating the working classes into one large section of the
community, regardless of ethnic background.

The result was a town that followed a T-form urban design, with the railroad anchoring a swath across the
north end and the town projecting to the south from there. The plan created rectangular lots, 300-foot-
square blocks, and level 70-foot-wide streets in a rectilinear grid. Under the direction of William L. Hoge,
the Anaconda Townsite Company managed the distribution of land in the 105-block area beginning in the
spring of 1883.

The NHL boundary encompasses a contiguous portion of the historic city of Anaconda, taking in the
Original Townsite and historic additions that tie into the period of national significance beginning with the
town’s founding in 1883 and extending to the 1934 end date. The social and physical geography of the
company town of Anaconda revolves around three historic districts: the Commercial District, the working
class neighborhood of Goosetown, and the more affluent West Side neighborhood. Surrounding these
highlighted districts are blocks in which neighborhood character and housing stock reflect tremendous
consistency of land-use patterning, construction periods, building styles, scale and materials, and historic
street lighting. Thus, the Anaconda portion of the expanded NHL district retains a strong, cohesive historic
character that conveys the landmark district’s significant history.'¢®

Anaconda’s Commercial District comprises the heart of the city and is oriented around the intersection of
Main Street and the east-west thoroughfare through the Warm Springs drainage. Brick business blocks
dominate a 12-block area where 25-foot-wide lots and east-west alleys created a relatively uniform pattern
of long buildings with narrow storefronts. With a range of late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-
century commercial blocks, an eclectic mix of varied forms and styles reflects the growth and evolution of
the smelting community during the period of significance.'®’ '

Two residential neighborhoods straddle the Commercial District: Goosetown and the West Side. The West
Side neighborhood encompasses the western half of the Original Townsite with late nineteenth and early
twentieth-century residences that range from the town’s most elaborate to far more modest dwellings. This
is the neighborhood that attracted the professional and managerial classes and contains the civic and cultural
amenities — the imposing Deer Lodge County Courthouse, the fabulous Art Deco-style Washoe movie
house, a Hearst Free Library, a large brick school, and two churches.'™

'7 A comparison between the built environments of Butte and Anaconda is found in Kimberly Currie Morrison, “Butte-Anaconda

National Historic Labor Landmark Amendment, Montana,” Draft National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, National
Register files, MT SHPO, Helena, 1996. Unlike most “company towns,” Anaconda enjoyed a diverse corporate and commercial
climate. Marcus Daly did not discourage the development of private enterprise in Anaconda. He did, however, keep private industries
upon which the Anaconda Co. depended in check by underwriting and/or buying large quantities of stock in them.

'8 Anaconda’s North Side is a very limited area north of the BA & P tracks settled after 1897. Due to integrity issues it is not
included within the boundaries for the NHL.

169 Kimberly Currie Morrison, “Historic and Architectural Properties of Anaconda, Montana,” National Register of Historic
Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1996); especially “Anaconda
Commercial District,” Section 7.

" Ibid., especially “Westside District,” Section 7.
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Goosetown, by contrast, is a gritty working-class neighborhood, a large, intact and clearly defined working
enclave that reflects one-industry development of a community during the period of large-scale
industrialization, as discussed in the NHL American Labor theme study. With almost a thousand residences,
a number of brick commercial buildings and four ethnic churches, it inhabits the east side of town.
Goosetown’s narrow lots, secondary dwellings, boardinghouses, neighborhood saloons, corner grocery
stores, and strong ethnic loyalties express cultural identity and economic solidarity common to the blue-
collar neighborhoods of urban communities.'”"

Above the northeastern corner of Goosetown, the Tuttle Manufacturing and Supply Company contains some
50 buildings built between 1889 and 1932. Still operating, this remarkably intact steel foundry represents
one of the finest historic forming and casting operations in the United States. The brick bearing walls and
trussed gable-roofed forms retain excellent integrity and continuity of use over 116 years.

The BA & P Railroad, an integral component of Butte-Anaconda’s industrial system and a critical link
between the communities, edges the northern perimeter to historic Anaconda. The BA & P’s Anaconda
Depot and general office building form the heart of BA & P operations.'"

North of town on a steep grassy hillside at the head of Warm Springs Creek are the silent, ruined remains of
the Anaconda Old Works Historic District. The District is concentrated in two clusters about one mile apart
— the sites of the Upper Works and Lower Works — and is primarily comprised of masonry and concrete
foundation and wall remains, as well as strewn iron litter and tailings piles. Destroyed by the Anaconda
Company shortly after they were closed in 1903, the remains of the Old Works are reminders of early
smelting activities in the town of Anaconda and the growth of Butte-Anaconda as the world’s premiere
copper production center.'”

Across town to the southeast, the ACM smokestack crowns piles of black slag and the remains of the
Washoe Works. Once part of a colossal industrial complex, and now surrounded by gigantic slag heaps and
other industrial remnants, the stack looms over the town of Anaconda.'™

Today, the vegetative landscape remains scarred by air pollution from the smelting works in Anaconda.
Almost 100 years of noxious smelter smoke, dust and residues decimated local foliage and damaged the rich
soil of agricultural properties in the immediate area. Since the Washoe Works was permanently closed in
September 1980, native foliage has slowly begun to reappear on the hillsides surrounding the town.

" Ibid., especially “Goosetown District,” Section 7. Arnesen et al., American Labor History Theme Study (draft), 46-47.

' Mark Fiege, Fred Quivik and Brian Shovers, “Industrial Heritage of Butte and Anaconda: An Analysis of the Historical
Significance of the Surviving Historical Features of the Anaconda Copper Mining Co.,” TMs (photocopy) (Butte, MT: Renewable
Technologies, Inc., 1985). See also Fred Quivik and Mark Fiege, “Butte Anaconda and Pacific Railway Historic District,” National
Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1984), Section
7,p- 2.

13 Fred Quivik, “Anaconda Old Works,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1984), Section 8, p. 4. Additional background information is provided in E. P.
Mathewson, “The Story of the Smelters,” in The City of Anaconda: Its First Twenty-Five Years, 1883-1908 (Anaconda: The Standard
Publishing Co., 1908). See also, Frederic L. Quivik, “The Anaconda Smelters: Great Falls and Montana,” The Speculator: A Journal
of Butte and Southwest Montana History 1, no. 2 (Summer 1984).

174 Anacondans to Preserve the Stack, “Anaconda Smoke Stack,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form
(Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1983), Section 8, p. 4, Section 7, p. 1.
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DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY OF ANACONDA

Until 1883, the Deer Lodge Valley had been an idyllic pastoral setting nestled between two ranges of the
Rocky Mountains in southwestern Montana. One of the first areas settled in Montana, farming and ranching
flourished in the exceptionally fertile 40-mile-long by 12-mile-wide valley as early as the 1850s. Increasing
mining in the vicinity created growing markets for agricultural products and prompted rapid diversification
of garden, cereal, and forage crops, as well as livestock. In 1862, when Conrad Kohrs (associated with
Grant-Kohrs Ranch National Historic Site) arrived in the area, he described it as “one of the most beautiful
stretches of bunch grass country imaginable,” and noted that “the grass was like a huge field of grain.”'”
Kohrs went on to describe the Deer Lodge River as “a beautiful stream, the water clear and sparkling and
alive with the finest trout . . '

By 1872, Ferdinand Hayden’s Geological Survey of Montana reported that the valley produced excellent
crops of wheat, oats, rye, and barley, “and such vegetables as turnips, potatoes, cabbages, and corn, can be
raised here without any serious difficulty on account of the climate.”'”’ That same year, The New Northwest
noted the valley’s exceptionally fine hay crop, which grew to the height of a man and produced as much as
three tons to the acre. The valley’s lush, green grass grew so high, according to one old timer, that cattle
occasionally were lost in it.'”®

It was to this veritable Eden that Copper King Marcus Daly came in the early 1880s, to site a new smelter
for his fabulously rich Anaconda mine in nearby Butte. On Warm Springs Creek, at the southwest corner of
the Deer Lodge Valley, he found sufficient water'”” and by the end of May, he had acquired approximately
3,000 acres of ranchland for his smelter and an adjacent townsite. Under the supervision of San Francisco
engineer William McCaskell, 1,200 contractors, masons, carpenters and laborers were soon dispatched to
build the concentrator and smelter of the Anaconda Upper Works. Initially, tents stretching along the banks
of Warm Springs Creek, sheltered workers near the site of the original Upper Works facility.'®

A large-scale smelting facility was a critical development to making Butte’s copper mines profitable. While
ores extracted from the mines during the 1870s were freighted out for processing and shipped as far away as
Swansea, Wales, cost of production and shipping limited profits from the Butte mines. By 1880, William
Clark and others had erected smelters in Butte, improving the feasibility of local production. None were of
the scale that Daly and partners envisioned, however, and as the Anaconda and other mines proved to be
monolithic producers, there was plenty of ore to keep a large smelting plant in business. By vertically
integrating the ACM structure, the company could further capitalize on its assets and consolidate its

17> Conrad Kohrs quoted in Anonymous, “Conrad Kohrs--Stockman,” Writer’s Program, Montana, 1940, n.p.

176 Conrad Kohrs, “Autobiography of Conrad Kohrs,” TMs (photocopy), p. 33-34, Montana Historical Society Archives, Helena,
Montana, 1913.

g . Hayden, “Preliminary Report of the United States Geological Survey of Montana and Portions of Adjacent Territories;
Being a Fifth Annual Report of Progress” (Washington, DC: GPO, 1872), 248-258.

178 Anonymous, “Local News,” New Northwest 31 (August 1872): 3. See also Donald MacMillan, “History of the Struggle to
Abate Air Pollution from Copper Smelters of the Far West, 1885-1933” (PhD diss., University of Montana, 1973), 12-19.

' Warm Springs Creek, with its accessibility, abundant flows, and once-pristine quality, was one of the primary factors in the
Marcus Daly’s decision to locate the smelter in the Upper Deer Lodge Valley. The spring- and snow-fed creek became a major
attribute to the Anaconda Co.’s first smelting works on the north side of town.

80 Engineering and Mining Journal 70 (17 November 1900): 574-75; C. B. Glasscock, The War of the Copper Kings (New York:
Grosset and Dunlap, 1935), 83-84; Butte Daily Miner 11 June 1882 and 30 March 1883. See also Deer Lodge New Northwest, 2
March 1883; Butte Daily Miner, 7 January and 11 March 1883; and Butte Daily Miner, 22 May 1883. Although a smaller area would
have sufficed for construction of the smelter complex, Daly purchased the adjacent acreage to ensure that future claims of blighted
crops were minimized.
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operations, placing the Anaconda Company on a path to becoming a major corporate power. Ore from the
mines financed construction of the ever-expanding smelter, while refined copper out on the market provided
the capital to purchase more deep mines on the Butte Hill. And given the volume of ore pouring out of
Butte’s mines, there was every incentive to move quickly.

Daly ramrodded the Anaconda project, and filed a plat for the town on June 25, 1883. Unlike Butte, where
industry commingled with neighborhoods and commercial areas, the survey intentionally separated the
community from the industrial activities. Conveying a sense of order, streets of the planned community
were named and “laid out in a classical grid pattern on the south side of the valley — far enough from Warm
Springs Creek for a railroad depot and the accompanying rail yard, but still close enough that workmen
could walk to and from their jobs.”'®!

Lots were quickly parceled off, and the sale of property soon began. As hundreds of freight teams hauled
timber from the hills north of the smelter site, and still others brought in supplies from Butte, a clearly
commercial district was established at the intersection of Front and Main Streets on the north side of the
Original Townsite. Speculators purchased corner lots near Main Street for $700 each and snatched up inside
lots for $500. Residential properties immediately surrounding the commercial downtown sold for $75 to
$300 each.

Although lumber was in short supply due to transportation issues and the large quantities going to
completion of the new reduction facility, “frame buildings for businesses and dwellings sprang up like
mushrooms after a rain.” By the middle of July, nearly 1,500 people inhabited a growing tent village, and
approximately forty frame buildings clustered around Front Street and the north end of Main Street.
Businesses included a hotel, general mercantile, hardware store, several sawmills, three brickyards,
lumberyard, sash factory, blacksmith shops, at least two saloons, a news and fruit shop, and others. Within
months, crude and hastily constructed wood-frame buildings, a few displaying rustic and/or vernacular
Victorian stylistic elements, gave way to utilitarian one- and two-story brick business blocks. '

Through late 1883 and early 1884, large construction crews labored on the $4,000,000 reduction works,
generating an incredible demand for construction materials and sparking several subordinate industries to
serve the Anaconda Company. Business boomed for manufacturers of building materials — sawmills along
nearby creeks, two brick manufacturers, and the Montana Lumber and Produce Company [corner of East
Commercial and Birch Streets]. On July 25, 1884 the Butte Miner expressed amazement at the
transformation taking place on Warm Springs Creek. “Anaconda is truly marvelous in its growth,” the
newspaper reported, “and stands in evidence of the faith, courage, and enterprise of its citizens.”'®

'8! patrick F. Morris, Anaconda, Montana: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier (Bethesda, MD: Swan
Publishing, 1997), 33. The development of Anaconda, Montana provides a late example of the One Industry City model discussed by
the American Labor History Theme Study (draft) (p. 45-46) in relation to large-scale industrialization.

82 Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 34. See also Anaconda Standard, 13 July 1883, 1
and Anaconda Standard, 27 April 1890, 4. See also Anaconda Copper Etchings, 1883-1958 (Anaconda, MT: 1958). Charles
Eggleston, The City of Anaconda: Its First Twenty-Five Years, 1883-1908 (Anaconda, MT: Standard Publishing Co., 1908), 9-10;
Donald MacMillian, Smoke Wars: Anaconda Copper, Montana Air Pollution, and the Courts, 1890-1920 (Helena: Montana Historical
Society Press, 2000), 84-5.

'3 Butte Miner, 25 1 uly 1884. See also “Anaconda and Its Great Smelting Plant,” Anaconda Standard, 6 July 1908, part 2, 2:5
and “Labor’s Part: Bricks by the Millions,” Anaconda Standard, 9 March 1892, 16:2. The Montana Lumber and Produce Co. was
eventually absorbed by the Anaconda Co. in approximately 1896, becoming the lumber department of the company.
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First the concentrator — the largest in America — and then the massive smelter capable of treating 450 to 500
tons of ore a day took shape. The entire effort climaxed in August 1884, when the Union Pacific-Utah and
Northern Railroad’s Anaconda Branch linked the Anaconda Mine in Butte with its reduction works in
Anaconda. The Anaconda Company fired its first smelter furnaces in early September 1884, and by October
the plant was in general operation.'**

The Weekly Missoulian reported that the new town had grown to over 200 buildings, most within walking
distance of the Upper Works. Within eighteen months of the town’s founding, Anaconda’s primary
commercial district on Main Street boasted six two-story brick business houses. The earliest of these brick
blocks was the Estes and Connell Company Store, built during the winter of 1883-1884 at the corner of
Main Street and First (now West Commercial) Avenue. Front Street, which during the late nineteenth
century was home to most of Anaconda’s multi-family dwellings, lodging houses, and hotels, continued to
feature two-story wood-frame buildings.'® By the end of 1884, the town boasted no fewer than 80
residences, a local newspaper, a Methodist church, and at least 60 different businesses, including a bank, a
furniture store, two clothing stores, sixteen boardinghouses or hotels, and twelve saloons.'%

Anaconda’s residential neighborhoods grew along with the business district, and as noted by historian Laurie
Mercier, reflected the “national pattern whereby initial migrants established “ethnic beachheads” and
stimulated further immigration from the home village.” A small community, Anaconda did not develop
large ethnic enclaves like those in Butte, but did feature significant immigrant clusters particularly within
working-class Goosetown. A group of Southern Italian railroad workers built homes on West Commercial
Avenue near the railroad yards. A small Chinatown developed along Birch Street between Front Street and
East Park Avenue. Beginning with the Tri Yeun Company grocery on East Park Avenue and the Sing Lee
Laundry on Birch Street in 1885, the area included a number of log dwellings on Front Street, housing
noodle parlors, laundries, tailor shops, restaurants, produce peddlers, and cobble shops."®” Goosetown’s
Frenchtown could be found along East Fourth Street near Chestnut. Frenchtown was the most extensive
enclave, and supported a French Hall [1888, 500 East Fourth] and the French store, MacCallum & Cloutier’s
on East Park Avenue [demolished].'®®

Anaconda had a stable African-American community for over 50 years. In 1890, there were 160 members,
and several families lived along West Commercial. At the turn of the century, there were 130 black
residents of Anaconda, and a number of them moved into the Northern Addition after it opened in 1897.
The main occupations included operating saloons and restaurants, and working as domestics in the
community. There were two churches historically centering the African-American community: the African
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Mount Zion Baptist. The African Methodist Episcopal Church [305
W. Commercial, photo #100] was created in 1903 when the Carroll schoolhouse was moved into town by

18 Butte Semi-Weekly Miner, 16 July and 20 August 1884,

85 Engineering and Mining Journal 38 (4 October 1884): 236; (18 October 1884): 272; and (25 October 1884): 288. See also the
Weekly Missoulian, Missoula, MT, 10 October 1884. Only one brick building, a store that is still standing today at 207 E. Front,
appeared in the neighborhood by late 1884. All of the other original frame and brick business blocks from this time period with the
exception of this one brick store on Front Street, and all but one of the frame boardinghouses on Front Street, have either been
demolished or destroyed by fire.

18 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, December 1884; and Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western
Frontier, 36.

187 Crofutt’s Anaconda Business Directory for 1885-1886 (Butte, MT: Crofutt’s, 1886), 259.

188 Kimberly Currie Morrison, “Historic and Architectural Properties in Anaconda MPD,” National Register of Historic Places
Historic District Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1995; revised 2002) 24.
French Hall later became the main Croatian fraternity in Anaconda.
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the congregation and remodeled into a worship space. Mt. Zion Baptist held services in the Mattie Block
[124 E. Commercial].

By 1886, large brick business buildings began to appear along the north end of Main Street, housing a range
of businesses including 21 saloons and two breweries. The town also boasted several large dry good
companies including Butte Furniture Company, Butte Hardware Company, Tetra Coal and Coke Company,
and Foster, Estes and Company, and two weekly publications: the Anaconda Weekly Review and the short-
lived Anaconda Weekly Gazette. That year, Daly determined to build a second smelter to handle the titanic
volumes of copper ore pouring out of the Butte Hill. The Upper Works, even with its state-of-the-art
equipment, simply lacked the capacity to meet demand. So Daly pressed ahead with construction of a new
smelter (the Lower Works) about a mile further down Warm Springs Creek. Investments in the new smelter
prompted a transition from “a temporary boomtown of single men, large boarding houses, gambling halls,
and all-night saloons” to a more settled and conservative community. A working-class neighborhood
emerged, which came to be known as Goosetown for the tradition of raffling off live geese to smeltermen at
holidays in the neighborhood’s bars.

With increasing numbers of women and children in the community, civic and social refinements were
prioritized and during the late 1880s, a number of social institutions took shape. By the end of 1886,
Anaconda boasted three schools (Central, Prescot and Lincoln) along with two churches — St. Paul’s
Catholic Church [220 E. Park] and the Anaconda Presbyterian Church [Main and East Third Street].
Fraternal organizations, such as the Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, and the Freemasons were
established and two large gathering places were completed — Daly Hall and the Evans Opera House.
Immigrant groups founded the Austrian St. Peter’s and Paul’s Society, three Croatian and Serbian
fraternities, and the Irish Ancient Order of Hibernians.'*’

Daly had ambitious plans for his city and as the pervasive influence of Daly and the Anaconda Company
matured, the weft and warp of Anaconda’s company town fabric was strengthened. The Foster, Estes &
Company store had blossomed; by 1892, the firm reorganized to become the Copper City Commercial
Company. Although it remained an independent business, it was by rights a “company store,” with Marcus
Daly a principal stockholder (although unlike many company stores, no company scrip was issued). Daly
and associates also owned the leading bank and the Anaconda Standard newspaper, ran a major department
store, and built the opulent 185-room brick and terra cotta Montana Hotel at 200 Main Street. As the town’s
first landmark building, the Montana Hotel became the social center of Anaconda, as well as an important
symbol of status, permanence, and class.'”

By 1889, when Montana gained statehood, Anaconda was already full-fledged, containing public schools,
police and fire departments, a bank, five churches, two hospitals, two newspapers, three incorporated
companies, eighteen boardinghouses, two brick plants, three liveries, thirty-eight saloons, and a multitude of
substantial brick business blocks along lower Main and Front Streets. Amenities included a large
horseracing track west of town [1888] and City Park [1890, now Washoe Park] with abundant shade trees,
running brooks, and small ponds along the banks of Warm Springs Creek. The Anaconda Standard reported

189 Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 42.

%0 Ibid., 46, 84. See Arnesen et al., American Labor History Theme Study (drafi), 27-29, 44-49 for a discussion of company
towns in association with industrial growth.
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that real estate in the commercial neighborhood had increased as much as eighteen-fold, and the following
year the federal census numbered 3,975 inhabitants.'®!

Montana’s admission to statehood prompted a heated fight for the state capital designation that transformed
Anaconda’s built environment. The battle captivated Montanans for months, with Daly backing the
Anaconda effort, and bitter rival William Clark promoting Helena. Civic improvements were the order of
the day during Marcus Daly’s determined campaign to make Anaconda a first-class, cosmopolitan city
worthy of the electorate’s admiration. On Christmas Eve, 1888, Daly introduced electric lighting in
Anaconda, powered by a plant at the Lower Works. An electrified streetcar line in September 1890, and
electrical power to commercial buildings and some up-scale residences followed. Reservoirs were
constructed to provide water to the smelters and the town, and before the turn of the century, most residents
of Anaconda enjoyed the luxury of running water. By 1892 — just four years after the first hydroelectric
generators were installed at Niagara Falls — Anaconda drew electricity from a small hydroelectric generator
one mile west of town. Approximately 35 miles of wire carried electricity to the town and the smelter,
providing light to approximately 125 arc lights and 3,000 incandescent lights. Wooden sidewalks were
installed in the business district during the summer of 1889, and throughout town two years later.'*>

Within a decade, Anaconda had emerged as a leading industrial center in Montana and one of the most
advanced refinery centers in the world. Daly’s enlarged electrolytic copper refinery — only the second such
plant in the United States — went into production, and the BA & P Railway was incorporated. A crucial link
between the mining operations of Butte and the smelting operations of Anaconda, the electric railroad began
service on December 27, 1893.'

Daly invested in grand public buildings and services not ordinarily found in other gritty, industrial
communities. In addition to providing a water and sewer system, lighting, paved streets, and streetcars,
Daly’s company donated land for churches and built boardinghouses. The company maintained a large
common area in the center of town for band concerts, baseball, and ice skating, and the larger Washoe Park
to the north for recreational pursuits of smelter workers and their families. One journalist wrote that Daly
hoped Anaconda would be “the city of cities, a model for other municipalities” and “a monument to his
memory after he had passed to the Great Beyond.”'*

The tentacles of the corporate octopus reached into every aspect of city life. The company owned 8,149
acres surrounding the town site and 926 lots within the city limits. In 1892, J. Ross Clark and D. J.
Hennessey opened the Copper City Commercial Company, a mercantile with a hundred employees jointly
owned with the Anaconda Company, to meet all the needs of company employees and laborers. After a
reorganization and reincorporation in June 1895, ACM undertook an even more aggressive integration
program, acquiring and consolidating virtually all of the company’s auxiliary industries and expanding its

BIR. L. Polk & Co., Anaconda Directory: 1889 (Butte, MT: R.L. Polk, Inc., 1889), 513-16; Anaconda Standard, 27 April 1890,
4,

%2 Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 103-107. A new Electric Light Department was
formed to control and maintain the public electrical facilities. This department controlled the city electrical system until 1935, when the
Montana Power Co. took over its development and maintenance.

13 Anaconda Standard, 15 December 1892, 3; Mark Fiege, Fredric Quivik, and Brian Shovers, “Industrial Heritage of Butte and
Anaconda: An Analysis of the Historical Significance of the Surviving Physical Features of the Anaconda Copper Mining Co.,” TMs
(photocopy), 31, Butte Historical Society, Butte, September 1985. A thorough discussion of these developments and the critical role
played by Butte and Anaconda can be found in Richter, “The Copper Mining Industry in the United States,” 259-72.

1% Laurie Mercier, Anaconda: Labor, Community, and Culture in Montana’s Smelter City (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
2001), 11.



NPS Form 10-900 USDVI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

BUTTE-ANACONDA HISTORIC DISTRICT Page 70

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

already-extensive portfolio of Butte mining properties. Tuttle Manufacturing & Supply Company and
Foundry [900-1200 blocks of E. Sixth Street], the Standard Fire Brick Company, the Anaconda Townsite
Company, the Anaconda Electric Street Railway Company, and the city water company all became
departments within ACM. Soon ACM “owned and operated the smelters, the railroad, the bank, the
newspaper, the main hotel, the race track, the streetcar line, the power company, the foundry company, the
firebrick company, and a number of coal and timber companies that provided fuel to Anaconda as well as to
Butte.”' In 1892, the city erected a substantial city hall [401 E. Commercial, architects Lane and Reber,
photo #78] and, although Montana’s Smelter City lost the state capital designation to Helena in 1894, the
spirit of civic improvement inspired by the capital fight continued. Anaconda became the seat of Deer
Lodge County in 1895 and construction continued to boom, peaking in 1897 with nearly 300 carpenters,
masons, and laborers employed on area projects totaling over $500,000.

The turn of the twentieth century witnessed Anaconda’s civic coming of age. Two grand structures were
initiated in 1897 — the Hearst Free Library [401 Main] and the Margaret Theatre. Named for Marcus Daly’s
wife Margaret Evans Daly, it drew nationally known performers. In 1903, the new Anaconda City High
School was completed on Main and Fifth, and county commissioners initiated construction of a monumental
Neo-Classical-style courthouse at the head of Main Street that — perhaps intentionally — closely resembled a
state capitol building. Together they anchored three corners of the city center, adding luster and grace to the
Anaconda end of the NHL district, and fostering an optimism among residents not often seen in company
towns.'*® In a letter home by store clerk Spencer Tripp in 1895, he enthused that Anaconda had “the
appearanlcés of an eastern place, with the big library and $40,000 city hall,” and “will be no country

village.”

While Anaconda grew in a more orderly fashion than Butte, it was by no means tame. Continual expansion
and dozens of ongoing construction projects at the smelter continued to attract single men to the community.
As late as 1896, half of Anaconda’s male population was single and most lived in one of the town’s 13
boarding houses or 31 rooming houses. Like so many western industrial towns, Anaconda remained wide
open and hard drinking, with non-stop gambling and a sizable red light district, known as the “line.” Many
of its 55 saloons never locked their doors. With round-the-clock shifts at the Upper and Lower Works,
Anaconda never slept, and the area of Main and Front and Commercial Streets near the train depot
“presented a rollicking, turbulent spectacle both day and night.”1*®

195 Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 109, 127. See also “Brick Co. Incorporated,”
Anaconda Standard 25 May 1890; “Standard Fire Brick Co.,” Anaconda Weekly Review, 23 October 1890, 1; “Ready to Begin
Work,” Anaconda Standard, 5 January 1891, 4:2; “Labor’s Part: Bricks by the Million,” Anaconda Standard, 23 October 1892, 16:2;
“Labor’s Part: Figures on the Business of the Tuttle Manufacturing Co.,” Anaconda Standard, 23 October 1892, 16:1. Fred Quivik &
Mark Fiege, “Tuttle Manufacturing and Supply Co.,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1983) Section 8; Terry LeDesky, “Foundry in Anaconda, Montana,” TMs
(photocopy) of inventory survey project, 25, Montana State University, Bozeman, MT, 1983.

19 gnaconda Standard, 31 December 1920, 12; 10 March 1897, 2; 11 February 1900, 16; and 1 April 1900, 4. See Anaconda
Recorder 18 September 1897, 3. See also Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 158 and 193.

197 Mercier, Anaconda: Labor, Community, and Culture in Montana’s Smelter City, 11.

18 Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 197. Anaconda’s red-light district is discussed in
Anaconda Standard, 17 February 1893 and 24 September 1894. Unlike their Butte counterparts, the social/political/ economic elite of
Anaconda and residents of the town’s red-light district were much more discreet about their associations. Anaconda’s red-light district-
-largely due to Daly’s vision and the progressive influence of the wealthier local residents-was transient in nature, first appearing on
West Commercial Avenue northwest of the posh West Side neighborhood, as well as on Lower Main and Laveta Streets. The
expansion of the BA & P Railroad yards into the north side blocks of West Commercial Avenue in 1897 provided Anaconda’s
residents with an opportunity to move the red-light district north of the tracks.



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

BUTTE-ANACONDA HISTORIC DISTRICT Page 71

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

During the vibrant 1890s, a steady flow of immigrants from Ireland and a rising tide of Southern Europeans
seeking employment at the expanded smelter sent the population skyrocketing. The town experienced a
138% population increase during the 1890s, growing from 3,975 residents in 1890 to 9,453 in 1900, and
creating significant housing shortages.'”® A special city census was taken during the summer of 1895, and a
critical need for more permanent housing stock prompted the Anaconda Townsite Company to plat three
new additions — a 66-block addition east of the Original Townsite in 1895; a 180-acre addition east of Ash
Street that later became known as Goosetown; and in May of 1897, the Northern Addition.”® At the request
of Alderman Thaddeus C. Davidson, the “row” on West Commercial Avenue, as well as other houses of ill-
repute in the city, were removed to blocks 5 through 8 of the Northern Addition. Vacating the area on West
Commercial Avenue for the expansion of the BA & P Railway forced the red-light district into a less
conspicuous area of town, away from the affluent West Side.”! In 1898, the small Birch Hill Allotment,
near the southeast perimeter of town, was also annexed. Residential construction peaked between 1895 and
1905, when 1,376 houses were built, in comparison with the second largest period of residential
construction, 1905 to 1914, when 644 houses were erected in Anaconda.®*

With Anaconda’s growing ethnically diverse population came the construction of several churches,
including St. Peter’s Austrian Roman Catholic Church [401 Alder Street, 1898], the Swedish Mission
Church [501 Alder Street, 1899], the African Methodist Episcopal Church [305 W. Commercial, 1903], the
Zion Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church [524 Cedar Street, 1904], and Our Savior’s Norwegian
Evangelical Lutheran Church [424 Chestnut Street, 1927].2%

Anaconda displayed its optimistic outlook for the coming century with a steady stream of investment in new
residential and commercial construction projects. By 1899, Anaconda’s central business district had 40 two-
and three-story brick buildings. Among others, the city directory listed eight hotels, sixteen restaurants and
cafes, eighteen grocery stores, ten cigar factories, and eighteen building contractors. Many of the new
buildings bore the names of their owners — Durston, Flood, Parrott, Petritz, Beaudry, Barich, Davidson,
Dwyer, Fortier, Shields, Stagg, and Dewey — leaving no doubt that many of the town’s leading citizens felt
great confidence in Anaconda’s future.***

Recreational spots and local green spaces were also improved at this time. The City Commons, an entire
block bounded by Main, Hickory, West Third and West Fourth Streets, was donated to the City of Anaconda
by the Anaconda Townsite Company in 1901 and landscaped as a baseball field in June 1904. “City Park”
developed a zoo and installed a state fish hatchery in 1907. Yards, backyards, and gardens began to mature,
and by 1905 a local newspaper described Anaconda as “clean, well-kept and prosperous and gives promise
of becoming one of the most attractive cities of the state.” 205

19 Morrison, “Historic and Architectural Properties of Anaconda, Montana, 1995, p. 7, 10.

20 Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 157; Morrison, “Historic and Architectural
Properties of Anaconda, Montana, 1995, p. 10; Section 8, “Goosetown Historic District;” also “Enlarged the City,” Anaconda
Standard, 17 September 1895, 3:3.

2 «Another Addition,” Anaconda Recorder, 18 May 1897, 1:3. See also Anaconda Standard, 24 September 1894, 3:5 and 18
May 1897, 1:3.

202 «Houses and Apartments built in Anaconda, Montana,” TMs (photocopy), Anaconda Co. Records, Montana Historical Society
Archives, Manuscript Collection # 169, Box 4:6, Helena, MT, 1960.

203 Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 158-9.

% 4naconda City Directory, 1899; Morris, Anaconda: Copper Smelting Boom Town on the Western Frontier, 142-47 and 194.

205 “Property Owners Kick,” Anaconda Standard, 11 July 1892, 3:2; “Trees for the City,” Anaconda Standard, 28 March 1896,
2:1; “The Copper City Looks Fine,” Anaconda Standard, 13 August 1905, pt. 2, p. 6. As early as 1891 area clean-up projects were
mandated by the city government. Cows which had been trampling yards and running loose through the streets in 1891and 1892 were
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At the turn of the twentieth century, Standard Oil absorbed the Anaconda Company, forming a multinational
corporation renamed Amalgamated. This hastened the plans of Marcus Daly who, before he died in 1900,
envisioned a larger smelting/reduction works on the south side of town. In 1902, construction of the
Washoe Works southeast of town became the largest project of its kind undertaken in Montana, employing
almost 900 men. 250,000 yards of earth were removed for excavation; 20 million feet of lumber and 40
million pounds of structural steel and cast iron were used to build the complex.”®® When the Washoe Works
opened in January 1902, it consisted of six departments with the capacity to process 4,800 tons of ore a day.
It was considered the premiere smelting facility in the country, and with its operations, the Old Works, as the
Upper and Lower Works across the valley were jointly known, closed and were dismantled between 1903
and 1908. Over $100,000 worth of copper was recovered from the ruins of the two plants’ furnaces.?”’

Smoke, heavily laden with sulfur and arsenic, was an issue in both Butte and Anaconda from the late 1880s
onward. Public protests in the early 1890s led to passage of an anti-roasting ordinance in Butte in 1891.2%
In the environs surrounding Anaconda, however, the impacts from smelting emissions were plainly seen and
the Bliss case of 1905 set the tone for federal action. The federal government launched a suit against the
company in 1910, claiming pollution damage to the nearby national forest. It reached a settlement with
Amalgamated, but established an investigative board, the Anaconda Smelter Smoke Commission, to
investigate and recommend pollution control measures.””

The result was the town of Anaconda’s most prominent feature. In early 1918, footings for a 585-foot
smokestack were laid by the Alphons Custodus Chimney Construction Company. When it was completed,
the smokestack was the largest in the world and was fitted with a special Cottrell electric precipitation
processing system, 111 miles of electrified chain hung from chambers to electrify and trap the gases for
precipitation. Pollution problems continued in the valley, however. During the 1920s, company officials
executed a variety of land transfers, purchasing a majority of the area’s farms and ranches that had been
damaged by air pollution.?"

The Deer Lodge Valley Farms Company, a 1903 subsidiary of ACM, developed a novel suburb on
reclaimed marshland a few miles east of town, draining, tilling, burning, and plowing for a new community
euphemistically named Opportunity. The plat included sites for a schoolhouse, a 65-acre park along Mill
Creek, and 300 ten-acre tracts for small farms. Street railway lines were extended to the new village

no longer free to range through the town, and area residents were planting trees along the boulevards to address concerns that the
native forest around Anaconda was disappearing. Special improvement districts, especially on the west side of town in the more
affluent neighborhood, and tree-planting projects were instigated to enhance the appearance of the town by 1897.

206 “Description of the Washoe Reduction Works,” Anaconda Co. Records, Manuscript Collection #169, Box 132-7, Montana
Historical Society Archives, Helena, 1902. See also “New Works are Near Completion; Remarkable Piece of Construction,” 4naconda
Standard, 15 December 1901, Anaconda Section, 1:1-7.

27 Brian Shovers, “Old Works” p. III-A-16, as cited by Carrie Johnson, “Regional Historic Preservation Plan, Historical
Overview and Draft Context,” TMs (photocopy), Anaconda-Deer Lodge County/Silver Bow County Planning Office, Anaconda, MT,
1994.
2% Smoke originated not only from the emissions of Butte’s and Anaconda’s smelters but also from the technique of the open

roasting of sulfide ores, which were burned in the open in Butte for days on end. These ore dumps are still visible on the Butte Hill.
209 MacMillan, Smoke Wars.
1% Ccarroll Van West, A Traveler’s Companion to Montana History (Helena, MT: Montana Historical Society Press, 1986), 171.
See also “New Stack Near Last Course,” Anaconda Standard, 1 December 1918, pt. 2, p. 1:5; Anacondans to Preserve the Stack,
“Anaconda Smoke Stack,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service, 1983), Section 8.
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providing transportation for workers to the smelter and the company even hired expert agriculturist and
gardener Edwin Van Allen in 1914 to consult with area residents cultivating their plots.?!! (The Opportunity
community, which was largely rural in nature and has been impacted by non-historic infill, has not retained
its integrity and is not included within the NHL boundary.)

The onset of World War I brought social and economic changes to Butte-Anaconda. Pre-war tensions in
Eastern Europe hastened the immigration of people to the United States and as copper production increased
due to the possible war emergency, stepped up smelting and construction work drew an influx of Eastern
Europeans to Anaconda. The result was a 15% increase in population between 1910 and 1920, and a serious
housing shortage.

Many of the new arrivals who were unable to find lodgings set up tent colonies on the fringes of town,
especially along Warm Springs Creek west of Anaconda. Ingleside, an area east of Anaconda near
Opportunity, was the largest of these tent communities, with an inflated estimate of “thousands™ of workers
taking up residency.*"

Anaconda began improving the downtown business district during this housing shortage, fixing up deserted
stores and businesses on East Commercial Avenue and cleaning up East Front Street in an effort to make
real estate in the area more attractive. Three more additions to the Original Townsite were annexed during
this time period: the Eastern addition in 1915, and the Alder and First Western additions in 1916. The city
council attached strict development guidelines to the 20-block First Western Addition, requiring that one
dwelling per lot be constructed within a year of purchase, and calling for a setback of at least 25 feet from
the street.'® Almost 1,100 new homes were constructed in the town between 1905 and 1920, peaking in
1916 when approximately 190 dwellings were constructed for a total of $430,500.%"

There were 1,700 consumers of electricity in Anaconda by 1913, and the installation of street lighting
throughout the entire business district was met with enthusiasm. Patterned after lights in Washington, D.C.,
Anaconda’s ornamental lampposts were cast at the Anaconda Foundry and, by 1920, there were over 750
ornamental lighting posts in town. The first electric store sign in Anaconda was installed for the MacCallum
and Cloutier Department Store [419-421 E. Park Avenue] in 1919.2"

In the years after World War I, work at the mines and smelter, and local construction slowed. In April 1921,
the smelter closed and did not open for ten months. The copper market remained stagnant until 1927 when
jobs were again plentiful in the Smelter City and wages rose. However, a few years later, the worldwide
depression plunged copper prices to their lowest level since 1894. The ACM reduced wages and cut the
workforce by a third.?'® During the 1930s, public projects offset some of the impact of the Great

21 «The Lure of Anaconda’s Charming Suburb, Opportunity,” Anaconda Standard, 12 December 1915, pt. 2, p. 7.

212 «“These are Happy Days in Anaconda’s Tented Suburbs,” Anaconda Standard, 18 July 1915, pt.2, 1.

213 «western Addition to City on Market,” Anaconda Standard, 11 September 1916, 5:1.

214 «Anaconda’s Growth in Dwelling Houses,” Anaconda Standard, 1 March 1917, 4:2,

213 «Blectric Light, Street Railway, and Water Works Departments, Anaconda,” Anaconda Standard, 31 December 1920, 12:5-7;
“Electric Sign Added to Many Improvements,” Anaconda Standard, 23 January 1919, 15:3. The eighty-year old lamppost patterns are
still used today to cast replacement posts for Anaconda’s historic lighting system and for other antique lighting systems throughout the
country.

215 Robert Vine, Anaconda Memories, 1883-1983 (Butte: Artcraft Printers, 1983), 34. Anaconda during the Depression years is
discussed in detail, see Mercier 2001, 45-77.
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Depression. In 1933, the Neo-classical Anaconda Post Office building was completed on the corner of Main
and East Third Streets.?!”

ANACONDA NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTIONS>'®

COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

Anaconda’s Commercial Historic District forms the heart of the city and is composed of roughly nine
commercial blocks in the Original Townsite. The business district is bounded on the south by East Park
Avenue, on the west by Main Street, on the north by East Commercial Avenue, and on the east by Chestnut
Street.

Anaconda’s commercial area contains 100 buildings and structures, including the town’s largest
concentration of brick business blocks, a small number of single dwellings, and two government buildings.
Of these 61% are contributing resources to the NHL district and 39% do not contribute to the NHL’s
significance.

The commercial heart of Anaconda is an excellent western example of a late-nineteenth-century downtown,
its Victorian and early twentieth-century brick blocks representing a diversity of architectural styles. Most
of the resources in this district were constructed prior to 1900, ten were built during the 1880s, and 38 were
constructed during the 1890s. In general, most buildings are rectangular in plan, with historic facades
ranging from simple brick cornices and surrounds to elaborate cast-iron and polished-stone fronts. Those
that do not contribute are generally small, unobtrusive buildings that have lost integrity. The downtown
contains representative examples of a variety of architectural styles popular throughout the historic period,
including Queen Anne, Queen Anne-Eastlake, Italianate, French Renaissance, Vernacular/Victorian, Art
Moderne, Colonial Revival, Neo-Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, Commercial Style, and
Bungalow/Craftsman.

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT: SETTLEMENT HISTORY

When the Original Townsite of Anaconda was platted in 1883, initial commercial development centered on
the 0 to 100 Block of Main Street. Most first-generation commercial buildings on this block were frame
stores, restaurants and hotels, replacing the canvas tents that sheltered many businesses as the town took
form. Large brick commercial blocks, both one and two stories in height, were constructed by and for
entrepreneurs and proprietors in town, who sought to capitalize on the growing number of workers drawn to
the smelter. By 1887 and 1888, the 100 and 200 Blocks of Main Street [photos #7, 76], in addition to the
100 and 200 Blocks of East Commercial and East Park Streets began to develop, with buildings of locally-
produced brick and designs of substance.

As a showplace for the Anaconda Company, Anaconda’s urban design was intentionally forward looking, as
evidenced by its sturdy commercial blocks, well-groomed streets and sidewalks, and ornamental street
lighting. Buildings within Anaconda’s commercial district mirrored the health of the copper economy —
brisk during the 1890s, slowing during the first decade of the 1900s, but resurging in the pre-World War I

217 Jim Kolba & Deer Lodge County Assessor’s Office, “Anaconda Post Office,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination
Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1985), Section 8.

218 Neighborhood contexts drawn from Kim Morrison, “Historic and Architectural Properties in Anaconda MPD,” National
Register of Historic Places Historic District Nomination Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park
Service, 1995; revised 2002).
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years. After 1920, most of the lots in the district had been developed and few new building projects were
initiated.

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT: ARCHITECTURE

As in many young western towns, Anaconda’s first-generation buildings were vulnerable to fire and, after an
1887 fire swept away many wooden false-front buildings, masonry buildings replaced them. During the
1890s, as the community solidified and the smelter town drew a population of almost 4,000 by the decade’s
end, the downtown saw larger, more elaborate buildings constructed. Anaconda’s late nineteenth-century
buildings typically were one or two stories high, with simple facades combining Late Victorian, Queen
Anne, Commercial and Italianate elements. Foundations are typically of brick, native sandstone, granite, or
a combination of brick and stone.

During the late nineteenth century, Anaconda was distinguished by its ornamental cast-iron storefronts,
locally produced at the Tuttle Manufacturing and Supply Company. Beautiful decorative cast-iron fronts
appear on the Electric Light Building [101 Main], the Starr Block [106 E. Commercial], and the Davidson
building [301 E. Park]. In addition, the St. Jean Block [210 E. Park, 1892] retains an impressive Queen
Anne-Eastlake cast-iron front on its upper level facade. Many more buildings display original iron detailing,
such as cast-iron pilasters and columns. The Ida (Copinus) Block [23 Main Street] stands out as the only
building in Anaconda with cast-iron segmentally-arched windows, a signature feature of Italianate design.

Anaconda enjoyed a diverse commercial climate from the beginning, allowing a substantial number of
individual, private business owners to establish enterprises in the town. However, Marcus Daly assured his
influence in the commercial life of the town by investment in the town’s larger businesses. As noted in the
NHL American Labor Theme Study, company paternalism took a variety of forms. In Anaconda, Daly and
the ACM dominated but also encouraged business that would enhance community growth and stability.>"
Daly had a stake in several anchor properties in Anaconda that tended to dominate the commercial district,
from the Estes and Connell Company Store (the town’s first substantial building) to the landmark Montana
Hotel [200 Main Street, photo #77], a four-story Renaissance Revival edifice in the heart of downtown.
When Daly’s colleague and business partner Daniel Hennessey absorbed the Estes and Connell Mercantile,
to become the Copper City Commercial Company the building was remodeled and reopened to business in

1892220

At the center of Anaconda’s financial life were two banks founded in the early years. The Bank Block [123
Main Street, 1895, photo #76] was built for the Marcus Daly, Inc. Bank, established in 1883 as the Hoge,
Daly, Inc. banking house. As the first bank in Anaconda, the business thrived and remained Anaconda’s
only banking house for two decades. Italianate detailing enriches the bank with a decorative cornice, arched
pavilion entry, terra-cotta ornament, and circular windows. A Colonial-style rear annex designed by
architect Fred Willson was added in 1914. Two decades later, the First National Bank of Anaconda was
established by the Yegen Brothers of Billings, a mercantile and finance firm controlling much commerce on
the eastern side of Montana. This financial institution moved its offices to 212 E. Park Avenue in 1905 and
created an elaborate Neo-Classical Revival-stone fagade with Ionic columns to an 1890s edifice.

Several important commercial ventures were also launched during the 1890s by entrepreneurs independent
of the Daly syndicate. The Barich Block [416-420 E. Park] was designed and constructed by Daniel Dwyer

219 .
Ibid., 33.
220 The Copper City Commercial Co. closed in 1925; the building was destroyed by fire in 1943.
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and John Cosgrove, local masons who constructed a number of large brick commercial and residential
buildings in town. Begun in 1892 as a one-story building, the second story and an elaborate brick and
granite facade were completed the following year.”! The facade is a rich design of glazed brick and granite
that draws freely from Queen Anne, Italianate and Romanesque styles. It is separated into three bays by
large brick pilasters ending in granite bartizans and crowned by a semicircular parapet. The building is
named for George Barich, saloon/boardinghouse proprietor and leader of the Austrian immigrant
community.

The Parrott Block [205-207 E. Park Avenue, photo #75] is similar in design to the Barich Block.
Constructed in 1896 for George Parrott, a prosperous rancher and Deer Lodge Valley real estate developer,
the building’s Victorian features include stained and leaded glass, detailed brickwork, and a central
Palladian window. From 1915, it was a showroom for the Kelly Commercial Company, a large department
store that occupied the building for many years.

The Davidson Block [301-303 E Park, 1895/1923] is the namesake of Thaddeus Davidson, a local
entrepreneur and politician. Designed and constructed by local architect J.H. Bartlett, the Queen Anne
building features an elaborate brick-and-iron front with a circular corner tower, narrow double-hung
windows, leaded glass, bracketed oriel windows, and brick detailing on the cornice and upper story
windows. The building is large — four bays wide and eight bays long, with two storefronts on the primary
facade, three storefronts on the west elevation, and several upper story apartments. After a fire destroyed the
interior in 1922, the building was rebuilt in its original style and reopened by early 1923.

The Montana Butchering Company Block [101 Main, 1895] was a wholesale/retail meat warehouse and
store, which received meat from the company’s abattoir in nearby Mill Creek. The company occupied the
ground floor of the building and rented the upper floor office spaces to numerous physicians and attorneys
until approximately 1901. Built for pioneer ranchers Co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>