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“renchtown Historic District
Name of Property

Hunterdon County New Jersey
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
& private O building(s)
& public-local R district
& public-State O site

O structure
3 object

% public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “"N/A" if property is not part of a multiple propenty listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
401 120 buildings
1 sites
1 structures
objects
403 120 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single family dwelling

COMMERCE/department store

DOMESTIC/hotel

RELIGION/religions facility

Qﬂ(‘TAT,/ mocf‘if\g hall
TRANSPORTATION/road related

GOVERNMENT/city hall

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single family dwelling
COMMERCE/department store
COMMERCE/restaurant
RELIGION/religions facility

_C_OWF'R(‘F’/I-\nq‘fnch
TRANSPORTATION/road related

GOVERNMENT/city hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Italianate, Greek Revival, Federal,

Stick-Eastlake, Second Empire,

Commercial style, Colonial Revival,

Bungalow-Craftsman, Gothic Revival

Narrative Description’

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stuccoed stone, concrete

walls _clapboard, stone, brick, stucco

aluminum, vinyl, asbestos

roof _Sslate, tin, asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Frenchtown Historic District
Name of Property

Hunterdo New Jersey
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x"" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

O A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

O B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

K] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yieid,
infprmation important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations  N/A
(Mark “x’" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

(J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(O B removed from its original location.

O C a birthplace or grave.

0 D a cemetery.

O E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
O F a commemorative property.

(O G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Commerce

Community Planning & Developm
_Transportation

Period of Significance
1795 - 1931

Significant Dates
1853

1867

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Multiple

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

O previously listed in the National Register

(3 previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[J designated a National Historic Landmark

(3 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

(O State Historic Preservation Office
(3 Other State agency
3 Federal agency
O Local government
[ University
‘R Other
Name of repository:

Hunterdon County Historical Society
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Name of Property

Hunterdon County, New Jersey
County and State

10._Geographical Data
+100

Acreage of Property

UTM References o
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 L8l laloralereial larals 71200

Zone Easting Northing

o118 lalorsloeia laslsiels 6o

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

Frenchtown Quad

slug laloaalosad laslselsiao

Zone Easting Northing
alus laaslzoo Laalssl3so

See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Ellen Fletcher, Trustee

organization Frenchtown Historical Society date July 31, 1993
street & number _ 001 Harrison Street telephone (908) 996-7088
city or town Frenchtown state __NJ zip code __08825

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the compieted form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number

telephone

city or town

state _________ zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

(Photograph references are in parentheses following references to the resources they
illustrate.)

The Frenchtown Historic District comprises most of the Borough of Frenchtown as it was
incorporated in April, 1867. This Hunterdon County town is on the east bank of the

- Delaware River adjacent to the townships of Alexandria (to the northeast) and Kingwood
(to the southeast). The district consists of 401 contributing buildings and 120 non-
contributing buildings plus one contributing structure and one contributing site in a
concentration approximately one mile long, with all but one property located to the north
of the confluence of the Little Nishisackawick Creek with the Delaware River. The
Delaware River bounds the district on the west, with the steep slope of Everittstown Hill a
boundary to the district (and to development) on the east north of Sixth Street. No '
natural feature bounds the district to the north, although the original borough line at 12th
Street forms part of the district's north boundary.

Kingwood Avenue (the westernmost end of the Flemington-Frenchtown Road, also
known as State Route 12) enters the district from the east, terminating at Race Street,
which curves to become Bridge Street and runs to the Delaware River bridge. Trenton
Avenue (the northern end of State Route 29 from Trenton) enters the district from the
south, passing several early industrial properties along the creek. The steeply sloped
Everittstown Hill Road extends from the district to the northeast, an early connector to
agricultural villages at Everittstown and Pittstown. Harrison Street extends northward
from the district, becoming County Road 619 to Milford above Seventh Street. (The
earlier Milford Road, still so named, hugs the base of the steep hillside at the east edge of
the primary residential district.)

The district encompasses the properties bounded by Little Nishisackawick Creek on the
south (with one extension south of the creek), the Delaware River on the west, the north
lines of the lots on the north side of Twelfth Street to the north, with an irregular
boundary on the east following (in part) Milford Road, the Creek Road and North
Washington Street.

Land use, topography and era of development set the historic district apart from its
surroundings. Beyond the district to the north, early flood-plain farms along County
Route 619 are interspersed by small shopping plazas, country commercial establishments
and earlier roadside development. Mid-twentieth century residential districts on the south
and the east sides of the borough are excluded from the historic district.
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Bridge and Race streets form a commercial core somewhat to the south of the district's
geographic center. Most of the structures along these streets are two- and three-story
19th century commercial blocks, some of wood frame construction and others (primarily
the ones built after the 1878 fire) of brick (photographs #4,6,7,8,9). There are two Greek
Revival hotels, one of brick and one of stuccoed stone, surviving in the commercial core,
one associated with a large portion of an early carriage shed, the other with an altered
service complex including stable-blacksmith shop (3,11). Several houses remain in the
commercial core, three of them Federal-style structures from the 1830s, two Italianate
structures of the 1860s (5,8), and two High Victorian houses of the 1880s. There is a
picturesque row of buildings astride the old mill race, portions of which were a leather
factory in the 1860s (9); and the foundations of the 1750s saw mill stand just beyond.
There are also two gas stations and an automobile repair shop in this portion of the
district.

From Second to Twelfth Street the town's main residential district extends north of the
commercial core, with Harrison Street its spine. The majority of the houses in this
northern segment, particularly those between Fifth and Eighth streets, were built within a
short span of time, between 1866 and 1870, and most of these are simple contractor-
builder structures that are basically Italianate in style (52). There are a number of 19th-
century barns associated with these houses, as well as privies, a few garden sheds, some
workshops (where carpenters, chairmakers and other craftspeople produced their goods)
and a large number of traditionally built chicken coops. There are also quite a few
relatively early garages in this part of the district, dating from circa 1915 through the end
of the period of significance. Toward the northern end of Harrison Street stand some
handsome bungalow-style houses built ca. 1915 - 20, and associated with the rise of a
porcelain factory founded on Eighth Street in 1909 (28,29). Most of the bungalows retain
their original hipped-roof garages. This part of the district also contains a factory built in
the 1880s, still used for light industry (50), and the 1909 porcelain works, now much
enlarged and still in industrial use. Some of the houses south of Fifth Street were built
between 1836 and 1860, and on these streets some simple Late Federal and Greek Revival
structures can be found. All of Frenchtown's churches stand between Second and Fourth
streets.

The residential district south of Bridge Street is more modest than that to the north, with
many double houses from the 1860s on small, divided lots. However, this segment of the
district contains three Prevost-family houses, one Federal, one Greek Revival and one
altered beyond easy recognition (59,64). It also contains a small stone house built around
1845 - 50. In this part of town the first industry was located, and a former grist mill still
stands on the 1750s grist mill site; and a stone factory and a frame factory, both having
had several uses since their 1850s construction, stand along Trenton Avenue at the creeks



NPS Form 10-900-6 OM8 Approver No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

. \3 Frenchtown HD, Frenchtown Borough,
Section number _‘L‘ Page Hunterdon County, NJ

(60,63). This portion of the district includes the northern end of the old River Road, the
former southern entry to the town. Several handsome stone-arched bridges carry River
Road and the railroad bed over Nishisackawick Creek at the south end of the district (65).

To the east of the core, along Kingwood Avenue, a number of handsome Greek Revival
and Italianate houses stand among more modest 19th-century structures and a few non-
contributing later houses (58). On Cedar Street, overlooking the town, stands a pair of
cupola-capped Greek Revival/Italianate-style mansions of the late 1860s with several
later-19th-century houses and a non-contributing house built around 1950 (56,57).

Around 1800, early in the district's period of significance, the town was essentially a mill
plantation, most if not all of the land owned by the Swiss emigre Paul Henri Mallet-
Prevost, for whose language the place would soon become known as Frenchtown. A
gristmill and a saw mill stood along a headrace beside the creek (the sites of both still
clearly visible today). The streets, from today's Bridge and Race streets south to today's
Hawk Street, had been laid out in 1757 and had probably not changed significantly since
then. A store, established in 1758, stood on the main street near the river, on the site of
today's 10 Bridge Street, and a hand-poled ferry to Pennsylvania operated from near that
point. In addition, there were some 6 houses, all of them probably between Bridge Street
and the curve formed by the creek as it ran to join the river. One house stood just west of
the store, on the site of 8 Bridge Street, and two others, built for the Prevost family,
survive today (35 Railroad Avenue and 8 Front Street). Within a few years the oldest
portion of the Frenchtown Inn (7 Bridge Street, 1805, photograph #3) would be built for
Prevost, to provide food, drink and lodging for river traffic.

Although the town as it existed at the beginning of the period of significance was tiny, a
surprising number of its features survive today. The two mill sites, one just beyond the
end of Race Street, the other at 15 Trenton Avenue, embody much of the town's early
focus. The grist mill, although substantially rebuilt since 1800, still looks like a mill, with
its high stone foundation, its hinged double doors and its exterior hoist at the apex of the
gable field (60). The massive stone foundation of the saw mill is an impressive ruin, with
the race that once turned its wheel still in evidence on its lot. That saw mill, which
remained in use through the mid-1920s, played an important role in the development of
the town. Not only was it a major early industry, it probahly also produced the framing
timbers and clapboard sheathing for most of the wooden buildings in the district. The
earliest of the Prevost houses, built for Paul-Henri in 1795, stands in the southern part of
the district (64). Its walls laid up in Flemish-bond brick with a round-arched fanlight over
its front door, this house is unlike any other building in Frenchtown, and is an intriguing
survivor of the time of the town's founding. The lower floors of the Frenchtown Inn, also
in Flemish-bond brick, date from this early era as well, although its Greek Revival portico
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" and entry are from a later remodeling (3). The original portion of the Greek Revival-style
brick house at # 8 Trenton Avenue was built for Prevost's son Andrew (59). These
Prevost buildings -- two houses and a hotel, together with another house (also built for the
Prevosts) that stood on Bridge Street just east of the Frenchtown Inn until the 1960s, are
the only houses known to have been built of brick in Frenchtown before the 20th century.
Nor was brick used as a foundation material in this town. Brick was used sparingly, and
only when its particular properties were called for. It was used for chimneys (stone could
not form the requisite regular-shaped flues), and in one instance it was used for the wall of
a frame house on a side that could not be easily reached for maintenance (8). The reason
for brick's absence here is probably practical. The closest brick-making centers are
Philadelphia, and the Hudson River region north of New York City. Overland
transportation was expensive, and Frenchtown is far north of the point where the
Delaware River is navigable upstream. Even when the Delaware Canal was opened,
nearly all the freight it carried came downstream, not upstream. Thus, slate (which came
down from Northampton County in Pennsylvania) is very common here, but brick (which
did not usually travel via canal) is not. The Prevosts, with their trade connections to both
Philadelphia and New York, and their relative wealth compared to that of other residents,
used brick as a luxury.

Frenchtown grew very slowly until Mallet-Prevost's death in 1833 and the arrival of Hugh
Capner from Flemington in 1836. The growth spurt that followed coincided with the
opening of the Delaware Canal on the Pennsylvania side of the river in1834, and the
construction of a covered bridge across the Delaware (1844) to improve access to the
canal. After 1833 the Prevost heirs began to sell a considerable amount of land into
individual ownership, spurring commercial, residential and industrial development along
Bridge Street and along what is now Trenton Avenue to the south. The gable-end frame
building that is today's Jack's Pizzeria at 48 Bridge Street was built as a store between
1821 and 1839, when it functioned as the town's first post office. The Federal-style stone
house at 41 Bridge Street and the two frame structures adjacent at 43 and 47 - 51 Bridge
Street were built as residences and stores in 1833. By 1850 there were several stores of
considerable size on Bridge and Race streets, some of which survive today. The two
hotels that stand on Bridge and Race streets, today's Frenchtown Inn (then the Railroad
House, named in advance of the 1853 arrival of the Belvidere-Delaware Railroad) and the
National Hotel, were both rebuilt in 1850; and a third, the American Hotel (later
Temperance House, burned down in 1878), joined them. Industrial development
continued south along the creek, with the construction of a stone distillery at the site of
today's Bluefish clothing store, on Trenton Avenue (63), and a frame cotton mill, now
vacant, #50 Trenton Avenue. '
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Hugh Capner's purchase of some 182 acres from Second Street north to Twelfth coincided
with this post-Prevost spurt, and his sale of building lots on the southern portion of his
parcel between Second and Fourth streets contributed to Frenchtown's second major era
of development. Several houses in this section of town were built between the 1830s and
the 1850s. Most of the Capner-era houses are simple structures, basically Greek Revival
in style, with pitched slate roofs, their ridges parallel to the street, and six-over-six
window sash. Some of the earliest ones have late-Federal details, particularly apparent in
the delicate muntining of the transom lights over several entries. On some of the houses
believed to date from the 1820s, the tops of second-floor windows rise nearly to the eaves
line, while a decade or two later a considerably greater interval between window tops and
cornices allowed more headroom inside. Foundations are always rubble stone, stuccoed
over. Walls of frame houses are clapboard, with cornerboards. In the later and higher
style houses (as in the Slater & Hudnut development to come) the cornerboards are
detailed to resemble pilasters. The Capner-plat houses typically did not have front
porches, although most received one as a later update. Some of the Capner-plat houses
are built of stuccoed stone, and they resemble one another, with similar proportions and
identical trim. In 1848 Samuel Hudnut, who would in another eighteen years precipitate a
building boom of much larger proportions, bought some of Capner's development land,
building a mansion for himself (#15 Fourth Street, photograph #35) with two stone double
houses adjacent to the east (#17 & 19 and 21 & 23 Fourth Street, photograph #36).

These houses are the work of mason Jesse Sinclair, who came to Frenchtown in 1846 and
is said to have built all of the stone houses constructed after that date.

Churches were built on Second, Third and Fourth streets in the 1840s and 1850s. All four
churches (two for the Presbyterians, one each for Baptists and Methodists, photograph
#37) were built on the Capner development parcel during Capner's ownership, but it is not
known whether Capner donated or sold the plots to the congregations.

Between 1836 and 1866 Hugh Capner farmed the northern portion of his parcel, from
today's Fifth Street to Twelfth Street. His large farmhouse stood on what is now the east
side of Harrison Street, between Fifth and Sixth streets. (This house burned in the early
1960s and was replaced by the present American Legion building, #510 Harrison Street,
on the same site.) The only building surviving from the Capner period on the farm parcel
is the small house at #503 Harrison Street. Smaller and apparently older than its 1860s
neighbors, this little structure may have been a tenant farmer's house.

By far the most dramatic 19th-century growth in Frenchtown was the Slater & Hudnut
development of 1866 - 1870. These two hardware merchants and boosters purchased the
northern portion of the Capner parcel, from the alley south of Fifth Street to the parcel's
northern limit at Twelfth Street, and laid out streets, alleys and building lots. They also



NPS Form 10-000-¢ OMSB Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

G Frenchtown HD, Frenchtown Borough,
Hunterdon County, NJ

Section number __[___ Page

laid out a factory lot at the foot of Sixth Street, and reserved land (probably near Twelfth
Street) for railroad repair shops that never materialized. Slater & Hudnut sold off some of
the land in individual lots, some of the land in blocks of three to five lots, and some of the
land they developed themselves, building single houses and several rows of structures
intended as workers' housing for the factories and other industry they anticipated.

Many of the Slater & Hudnut-era houses were built in clusters. The first two, very simple

_ I-houses with almost no stylistic detail, were built in 1866 at the southeast corner of Fifth
and Harrison streets (22 Fifth Street and 412 Harrison Street, photograph #42). The next
series of houses, all built between 1867 and 1869, resemble one another, and may
represent the work of a single supervising contractor-builder. (Elisha and Jeremiah
Rittenhouse may have been the contractors, as many of these houses were owned briefly
by the Rittenhouses before passing on to individual owners.) These houses cluster on and
around Harrison, Fifth and Sixth streets, and have two basic plans: five-bay, center-entry
main blocks, or T-shaped main blocks with front entries on one side of their three-bay
projecting sections. (A variation on the T-shape plan is a smaller L-shaped house.) These
houses all have extended, molded and boxed cornices without brackets, with gable-field
returns. Many have multiple gables, and feature a central facade gable. Cornerboards are
often treated as narrow pilasters. Windows almost universally have stepped cornice lintels
and two-over-two sash, although six-over-six sash appear on some houses. All originally
had slate roofs (as did nearly every house and many outbuildings built in Frenchtown
during the heyday of the canal.) Most houses originally had full-width or two- or three-
sided front porches, porch shape dependent on house type. Before Slater & Hudnut,
porches were not common on Frenchtown houses, but after their building boom, many
older houses had front porches added. All but one of these houses has a stuccoed stone
foundation. Many Slater & Hudnut houses survive in virtually original condition: typical
examples are at 14 Fifth Street (five-bay), 501 Harrison Street (T-shape, with later porch,
photograph #17), and 25 Fifth Street (T-shape with original porch, photograph #25).
Quite a few houses have been aluminum- or vinyl-sided, with a resulting loss of detail.
Some of the sided houses retain window surrounds, cornices and porch elements, and
could be restored to nearly original appearance. Others have had all detail removed, and
most of their porch elements replaced with modern materials. These damaged houses
have little stylistic character, but they retain their original scale and shape, and are
considered more appropriate elements of a 19th-century streetscape than a typical modern
replacement would be.

In addition to the handsome Italianate single-family houses in the Slater & Hudnut parcel,
the developers also built several sections of workers' houses. Nine of these stand on
Lower Seventh Street, adjacent to the lot reserved for a factory. These are five-bay,
center-entry houses that appear to have been built for single-family use. Although they are
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relatively plain, the houses have enough Italianate detailing to give them distinctive
character. Originally sheathed with clapboard with cornerboards treated as pilasters, the
houses have slate roofs and molded cornices with gable field returns and front porches
with turned posts and other decorative detail. Three more workers'-type houses were
built on Upper Eighth Street. On Twelfth Street the developers built another group of
four workers' houses, three double houses and one single-family, probably near the site
where the Belvidere-Delaware Railroad machine shops were expected to locate. These
houses also have slate roofs and porches with turned posts. :

The boulevard-like character of Harrison Street from Fifth Street north was Slater &
Hudnut's design, with slate sidewalks and a grassy strip between sidewalk and street that
was planted with trees (19). This handsome character is somewhat diluted now, with the
loss of many street trees and the deterioration of the sidewalk and planting strip.

The Slater & Hudnut boom left the streets between Eighth and Twelfth in the
development parcel relatively barren. Beyond some construction and a great deal of
porch-building in the 1880s and 1890s (32), there was little architectural activity until
1909, when the Frenchtown Porcelain Works was established on Lower Eighth Street.
This company, which manufactured spark plugs and electrical ceramics, was successful,
and with government contracts during World War I, became a major local employer. Five
bungalow-style houses on Harrison, from the alley south of Tenth Street to Eleventh
Street, are contemporary with this early-20th-century period of industrial productivity (27
- 29).

The automobile made its appearance in Frenchtown around 1915, used first by doctors to
make their rounds in the country, and adopted fairly quickly by other well-to-do people.
There remain in Frenchtown a considerable number of structures relating to the early use
of cars, including a sales room/ service garage built around 1920, several sets of car barns
that provided housing for three to eight automobiles (one with the remains of a ca. 1925 -
'30 gas pump in front), and dozens of early garages ranging from horse-and-automobile
combinations to wainscot-sided, hipped-roof single and double-capacity garages built over
the period between 1915 and 1925 (17, 41).

The final significant addition to the district is the handsome Pratt through-truss bridge that
opened on the site of the 1844 covered bridge in 1931 (1). It serves as the western portal
to the town and the historic district, framing and emphasizing a view along Bridge and
Race streets that is one of the most inviting and historically revealing vistas in Hunterdon
County.
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Frenchtown remains an intact town, with evidence of each of its major eras of
development still clearly visible on the land. It is a town whose character is created by
streets of small-scale, 19th-century buildings rather than by outstanding examples of any
architectural style. Most of the town's 20th-century development has taken place outside
the district boundaries, with some buildings from the 1940s through the 1960s
concentrated between Tenth and Twelfth streets, and a few more on Bridge and Race
streets in the commercial core. The survival of an early grist mill and many 19th-century
commercial buildings and hotels make clear Frenchtown's 19th-century economic role as
the service center for the surrounding agricultural countryside.

The structures in the Frenchtown district, most well over a century old, are no longer
pristine. Many have been altered and changed more than once in their histories, and some
of the changes have created structures that are more interesting and evocative of the
town's development patterns and changes in taste than the unaltered originals may have
been. Some have been carefully restored by respectful owners. Other buildings have
undergone change that has deprived them of some character and detail, but they still hold
their ground in a traditional way, indicating traditional ideas about setback and siting,
ground plan, height and orientation to the street in ways that newer buildings could never
match. It is the sum of all of its buildings that gives Frenchtown its special character, a
sense of proximity between past and present that is not a common attribute of northeast
urban corridor towns. These buildings taken together, even the ones that have been
altered, constitute the character of Frenchtown, and most are considered contributing.
For the most part, the noncontributing buildings were built after 1931, or have been so
extensively altered and changed as to be unrecognizable as historic structures. Several
extremely deteriorated outbuildings have also been judged noncontributing.
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The code "C" at the end of a site description identifies a Contributing structure, while an
"NC" denotes a Non-Contributing structure. If a structure.is shown in submitted
photographs, their numbers follow the entry in parentheses.

BRIDGE STREET
Even Numbers, south side.

la. Delaware River Bridge, foot of Bridge Street (no block and lot) Built 1931.

The delicate-looking Pratt through-truss bridge serves as the western portal to the town
and the historic district. It connects Frenchtown with the Delaware Canal port of
Uhlerstown, PA, and replaces a covered bridge that was built in the same location in 1844.

G1)

1. 6 Bridge Street (54/1 Bel-Del Railroad Passenger Depot, now Bridge Cafe) ca.
1853, Gothic Revival, rectangular. Story-and-a-half frame structure with board-and-
batten siding, pitched roof covered with wooden shingles, gable end to street. Gable-ends
have flat bargeboards while along eaves lines flat boards cover rafter ends. Windows have
plain, flat surrounds with molded drip lintels, 2-over-2 sash. An early if not original 3-
sided bay window lights the interior at ground-floor level on the building's western face.
There is a stone foundation under the whole structure.

Historical Data: The present structure is the northern remnant of a longer structure that
included a cargo shed and a roof covering the platform beside the railroad tracks. The
Belvidere-Delaware Railroad, chartered in 1836, ran for 68 miles and was part of a route
connecting Trenton and Mauch Chunk (now Jim Thorpe) in Pennsylvania. The first train
passed Frenchtown on February 4, 1853, and the last train ran in 1960. (C; 2)

2. 10 Bridge Street (55/1, Gem Building/ Oliver Worman Block) 1869 with
alterations to rear wing in early 1980s. Italianate. Rectangular main block with irregular
rear wing. 3 1/2-story pitched-roof brick main block with gable-end facade on Bridge
Street. Walls laid up of pressed brick in running bond, roof is a combination of asphalt
and slate shingles. Deep, boxed cornice with egg-and-spool trim is carried on heavy sawn
brackets with turned drop pendants and is turned to enclose a pediment at the gable field.
An oculus window with wood muntins outlining a quatrefoil centers the gable field. Full-
height brick pilasters divide window bays on front and sides. Windows have straight
wood lintels and sills, with 8-over-8 sash on 3rd floor and 12-over-8 on 2nd. Some 1st-
floor windows blocked with original brick. Original front porch has been enclosed as a
store front, but the hipped roof and dentilled cornice survive, and original large window ' :
openings exist behind glazed display windows. A brick wing with a large window (at one ‘ v
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time a wide door) extends near the rear of the east side of the main block. The 2-story
frame rear wing is on a stone foundation (except for the southern bay). This wing was
originally a carriage and storage shed. Siding is board-and-batten, and a second-floor
porch extends around 3 sides. A 3-story belvidere rises near the southern end of this
wing.

Historical Data: '

This building is sited on the oldest commercial location in Frenchtown. In 17553 -
township proprietors contracted with a Philadelphia merchant to build and operate a store.
The store and adjacent dwelling stood until Oliver Worman bought the land in 1869, when
he built this block and the house adjacent to the east. Worman's business failed, and in
1877 the store and house were purchased by Hugh Warford. After Warford's death in
1887 George and Daniel Britton purchased this brick block and opened what became the
largest and best-stocked department store in Hunterdon County. Britton Brothers ’
survived here until 1930 when the Milbury Atlantic Company took over the building. In
1932 Wilmot Milbury opened the Gem Theater in the rear wing, entered through the large
opening in the brick extension on the east side of the main block. The rear wing was
retrimmed and converted to apartments in the early 1980s (C; 4).

3. 12 Bridge Street (55/2; Hunterdon House/Worman-Apgar Residence). 1869.
Italian Villa Style. 2 1/2-story irregular-shaped house with 3-story tower above entrance
bay. Walls are of brick covered with stucco incised to resemble ashlar masonry.
Foundation is rubble stone. Roof'is covered in small pebbles set in tar. Tower has
extended, pedimented cornice and segmental-arched windows in each face. Cornice is
deeply extended and boxed, with returns on the gable field over the eastern wing. An
oculus window with quatrefoil muntining lights the 3rd floor within the pediment, while
low "eyebrow" windows pierce the entablature elsewhere at 3rd-floor level. 2nd-floor

- windows are round-arched, with a pair centering the pedimented wing and a door under
an elaborate canopy above the main entry. This door opens onto a "juliet balcony" with
elaborate sawn wood handrail. Ground floor has a pagoda-roofed canopy over a pair of
full-height windows that open laterally into side pockets. The main entry, original double
doors with glass over heavy wood panels, is set into a round-arched frame and sheltered
by the 2nd-floor balcony. A veranda with square posts and sawn-baluster handrail wraps
two sides of the building's west wing, giving access to the interior through tall, laterally
sliding windows. A back porch has been enclosed (except for one bay) to provide
additional service space at the rear.

Historical Data: - ,
This house was built in 1869 for Oliver Worman, the merchant who also built the next-
door brick commercial block. It resembles houses built in the 1840s by such architects as



NP8 Form 10-900-¢ OMO Approvel No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

. Frenchtown HD, Frenchtown Borough, Hunterdon
Section number _l_ Page o County, NJ ,

Richard Upjohn and A. J. Downing, although no exact prototype has been found, and no
architect for this building is known. After Worman's business failure both his store and
residence were purchased by Hugh Warford, who had formerly done business on the
opposite side of Bridge Street. After Warford's death in 1887 the house passed to the
Apgar family who retained ownership into the 1980s. The Apgars operated a boarding
house here for many years, and for the past decade the house has been a bed-and-breakfast
establishment (C; 5).

Outbuilding:
There is a one-story, board-and-batten-walled, two-seat privy atop a stone vault at the
southwest corner of the lot. It has two unglazed windows and a wood shingle roof (C). ~

3a. 20 Bridge Street (55/3; House & doctor's office/Ishmael Brink Residence)
Original block and wing ca. 1830, rear wing ca. 1860. Greek Revival. The main block-of
this 2 1/2-story, pitched-roof frame house faces Bridge Street with ridge parallel to the
street. An original wing extends south at right angles to the main block. A third wing,
approximately the same size as the main block and placed parallel to it, was added around
1860. All three segments are clapboard-sheathed and stand on rubble stone foundations.
A one-story porch connects the main block and the 1860s wing along the west face of the
right-angle original wing. A final 2-part, 1-story, shed-roofed extension runs the full
length of the east side of the house. There is a slightly extended, classical, molded cornice
with flat entab.ature on the main block; there is a heavier boxed cornice on the rear wing
with one bracket remaining on the east side. Windows are 6-over-6 on the 2nd-floor of -
the main block with 2-over-2 elsewhere. All entry doors are modern, and the entire
ground-floor street front has been reconfigured (including the removal of an early single-
bay entry porch) for a doctor's office entry (C).

4. 16 South Bridge Street aka Warford Alley (55/9; Ishmael Brink, owner, 1873) c.
1870, Italianate. This 2 1/2-story, pitched-roof frame house with ridge parallel to the
facade has a rectangular main block and 1-story shed-roofed rear extension. The
foundation is stuccoed stone. The house stands at the end of an alley leading south from
Bridge Street, giving it an unusual inner-block site. Walls are covered with asbestos
shingle and the roof is asphalt shingle. The cornice is extended and molded, carried on
single scroll-sawn brackets. Windows are 1-over-1 replacements, although original 4-
over-2 sash survive at attic level. The front porch has been enclosed, but its cornice and
scroll-sawn brackets survive (C).

Outbuilding: A modern wooden shed stands in the rear yard (NC).
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5. 22 Bridge Street (55/4; Frenchtown Liquors/Gregorchuk's Notions) Built between
1912 and 1925. Early-20th-century commercial. This 2 1/2-story, 2-bay frame store has a
pitched, asphalt-shingled roof; its gable concealed behind a stepped parapet over the
facade. A small, 2-over-2 window beneath the parapet vents the attic. The vinyl-sided
structure sits atop a stuccoed foundation, which is probably concrete block. The extended
storefront, which may have originally been a porch, has modern glass-and-chrome

windows sheltered by a wood-shingled parapet (C).

Outbuilding:
There is a one-story, pitched-roof structure with stuccoed cement-block walls and
louvered-glass windows on the back of the lot (NC).

5a. 24-26 Bridge Street (55/5; Frenchtown Dry Cleaners and Country Crafts/Worman-
Brink Store, A & P) ca. 1860, remodeled in 1878. Italianate. This 2-story, 3-bay frame
double store has a 2-story extension behind its eastern side and a very long 1-story
extension behind its western side. The forward 25 feet of the building rests on a concrete
foundation with a rubble stone foundation to the rear. . A heavy, molded and bracketed
cornice crowns the parapet above the facade, which is sheathed in horizontal matchboards.
The building has clapboard on the east side and novelty siding on the west. (In 1869 the
H. H. Pittinger house was built with its west wall approximately 10" from the east wall of
this structure. It would have been next to impossible to repair or re-sheathe this wall from
the outside since that time.) Facade 2nd-floor windows have molded cornice lintels and 2-
over-2 sash. A single heavy bracketed corhice surmounts both store fronts, each of which
has a large glass display window over a molded wood panel. Entry doors are paired at the
center.

Historical Data: This store was built around 1860 for merchant Oliver Worman (see #4 &
5 above). Around 1869 Ishmael Brink, a hardware merchant who owned much land and
many buildings in and around Frenchtown, took it over for his business. He lived in the
house described as # 8 above. The store was damaged in the 1878 fire, but repaired
afterwards. An undated early photograph shows the building with a pitched roof, gable
end to the street, and a broad porch with two piers carrying its roof. The changes made
between the time of the photograph and the present may have been 1878 fire-damage
repairs (C).

6. 28 Bridge Street (55/6; Kurfiss Real Estate/H. H. Pittinger House) 1869, Italianate.
This 2 1/2-story frame house with asbestos shingle siding (except for the inaccessible west
face which is built of brick) has an L-shaped main block with cross-gable asphalt-shingle
roof, small, original one-story kitchen-stove extension at the rear and two later "jogs"
added to the rear for bathrooms. The main cornice is extended, molded, boxed and
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carried on paired, scroll-sawn brackets. Windows are 2-over-2, with some original
movable-louver shutters still in place. Original one-story porches at front and rear have
square posts with scroll-sawn corner brackets and scroll-sawn balusters (fleur-de-lis
pattern) in the handrails. The front entry has its original tall double door in which each
leaf has a glazed top panel forming half of a round arch above solid panels below. A pair
of old (but probably not original) storm-screen doors are in place in front of the entry
doors. Basement windows have cast-iron anthemion grilles in the Greek Revival style.

Historical Data: Around 1850 this site (together with that of the building adjacent to the
east) held the house and blacksmith shop of Thomas Pittinger. In 1869 Thomas' son H. H.
(called "Okey") Pittinger moved the old house to the back of the shop lot (next door) and ~ *
built the brick store in front of it, and built this Italianate-style house for himself (C; 8).

7. 32 Bridge Street (55/6.01, Anthony Danzo Law Office/Okey Pittinger Store) 1869,
Italianate. This 2 1/2-story, 2-bay, brick, pitched-roof commercial building has the gable
field of its rectangular main block to the street. A 1-story rear extension, also pitch-
roofed with ridge at right angles to the street, is probably original. The main cornice is
extended, molded, boxed and carried on single, scroll-sawn brackets. The gable-field
window has 2-over-1 sash, while the other facade windows are 2-over-4. Original
movable-louver shutters survive at 2nd and 3rd-floor windows. The simple storefront
features two wide windows flanking a center entry with original transom over a more
recent glass-panel door. The doorway is reached by two steps leading up from the
sidewalk. (It is probable that an original front porch has been removed.) Old street signs:
on the southeast corner identify South Harrison and Bridge streets.

Historical Data: H. H. (Okey) Pittinger built this as his store, where for many years after
1869 he "sold most everything from a needle to a locomotive" (C).

8. 36 Bridge Street (56/1; Ye Olde Carpet Shop and Laundromat/Eddy Block)
Originally built 1840, altered 1897, substantially destroyed and rebuilt 1940. Mid-20th-
century utilitarian. This 2-story, 2-store front frame commercial block is disfigured by the
1940 application of a permastone facade with large plate-glass windows on both stories.
Clapboard walls and tall storefront shutters with original hardware can be seen from the
alley at the back of the building. These elements probably date from the original
construction in 1840.

Historical Data:

This commercial block was built 3 stories tall with 4 internal divisions in 1840. Some time
after that it became the hardware store of Gabriel Slater and Samuel B. Hudnut, the
speculators responsible for the development of Frenchtown above 4th Street. In 1884
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George W. Eddy took over the building, and it became one of Hunterdon County's leading
hardware stores. This store was such a draw for farmers that it made a considerable
contribution to Frenchtown's prosperity as an agricultural market and service center.

After a fire in 1940 the 3rd story (a masonic hall) was removed and the damaged facade
replaced with the present permastone front (NC).

9. 44 Bridge Street (56/2; Mondo Mick's Restaurant/Eddy Block Annex) 1897,
utilitarian commercial. This 2-story frame commercial building shares a party wall with #
15 above, but has always been considered a separate structure. It has a stone foundation
and a shallow pitched roof concealed by a tall parapet. The aluminum-sided facade has
windows with 2-over-2 sash, and the storefront is a modern design of glass and '
permastone. The southern 60' of the store is original, while the next 50-foot segment was
built in the 20th century to connect an older rear ice house to the front portion of the
structure. : '

Historical Data: This store was built in 1897 to replace an older structure torn down for
hardware dealer George W. Eddy. Its architect was H. E. Finch of Trenton. Eddy used
this store to sell general merchandise in association with his hardware emporium next
door. The town post office was in the earlier store on this site in the 1870s and early
1880s. In 1912 this building housed Frenchtown's first telephone exchange (C).

10. 48 Bridge Street (56/3; Jack's Pizzeria/Lewis M. Prevost's "Big Gun") 1821 -
1839, altered late 1870s. Italianate. This long rectangular frame store, 2 1/2 stories tall
and 2 bays wide, has a pitched roof with its gable end to the street. The foundation is
stuccoed stone. The gable-end cornice is extended, boxed and returned at the gable field.
The building is aluminum-sided and asphalt-roofed. Second-floor front windows on
Bridge Street are round-arched with molded hoods. The void created in each window
between the top of later 1-over-1 sash and the arched opening has been filled in with wood
slats fanned into a sunburst pattern. The storefront is a modern glass and metal
arrangement. Windows along the east (Trenton Avenue) side are irregularly spaced, and
there is a glass-topped, paneled door dating from approximately 1870 in the east facade.
There is a modern oriel window in the east facade near the southern end of the building.
A modern pressure-treated-wood stair gives access to a 2nd-floor apartment on the east
facade. One mid-19th-century cast iron window grille survwes on a basement window on
the west face of the building.

Historical Data:

At some time between 1821 and 1839 (when it was the town's first post office), this store
was built for merchants Allen & Everts. Around 1840 it passed into the hands of Lewis
M. Prevost, son of the town's founder, who advertised "a great variety of fabrics for
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women's clothes" in the Hunterdon Gazette in May of 1846. Prevost's store somehow got
the name "Big Gun," which persisted through the tenure of its next owner, Andrew
Roberson. Roberson failed in 1876 and the store passed to the wealthy spoke-and-wheel
manufacturer Philip G. Reading, whose sons opened it as a general store in the spring of
1877. In the early 20th century the Big Gun housed a plumber and tinsmith, and during
the 1940s it was the Candy Kitchen restaurant. Although this store has been aluminum-
sheathed and has had its storefront altered, its general form and its site make it one of
Frenchtown's oldest landmarks (C).

11. 52 Bridge Street (52/5; Freeman's Bicycle Shop/French Theater) Ca. 1915, Early-
20th-century commercial. The main portion of this molded-concrete-block building is 2
stories tall and 3 bays wide. An original ell on the east side (which housed a separate
business) was first built to 2-story height (although not so tall as the main block), and later
raised to 3 stories and to the same height as the original section. The main section has a
stepped parapet concealing its roofline. 1-over-1 windows have cast stone lintels and sills.
Above the main-section storefront a small marquee extends where the original (larger)
theater marquee was. The hooks for the original turnbuckles survive embedded in the
masonry above the 2nd story. The 3-story east ell has a 2-story oriel window below a flat
parapet concealing the roofline. The lower 2 stories of this ell are of molded block, with
the 3rd story sheathed in asbestos panels. There is a more recent extension to the rear of
the building which contains a rear stairway, and there is a long, narrow extension running
the entire length of the original east ell.

Historical Data: Fred H. Sipes operated Frenchtown's 2nd theater in the large hall on the
2nd floor of this building from 1915 through 1932. Much of the 1st floor was a ticket
booth and lobby. The east ell contained another business. When the French Theater was
superseded by the Gem in 1932, Sipes operated a Motor Vehicle Agency and the town
post office here. He and his family lived in an apartment on the upper floors of the east ell

(€).

Odd Numbers, North Side.

12. 1 Bridge Street (14/ 51; Bridge Tender's Office ). Ca. 1956. 1-story frame
structure, square, aluminum-sided, with asphalt-shingled pitched roof, gable end to the
street. Triple window faces the street. Replaces an 1840s tollkeeper's house on a portion
of the same site. (NC)
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13. 7 Bridge Street (38/1; Frenchtown Inn/[Railroad House - Warford House -
Lower Hotel) 1832, remodeled 1850, roof raised late 1980s. Greek Revival, rectangular
block with offset wing. Three-and-a-half story center-entry brick main block has pitched
roof with ridge parallel to the street. Main block has stone foundation, first 2 floors are
Flemish bond, 3rd floor is English bond. Asphalt-shingled roof has aluminum-sided gable
fields supported on the 19th-century boxed cornice. (The original shallow-hipped roof
had deeply overhanging, bracketed eaves. The odd hat-like appearance of the present roof
results from an attempt to replicate the bracketed eaves.) A monumental 2-story portico
across the front has square Doric piers carrying a dentilled entablature. A 2nd floor
balcony is incorporated into the porch. There are center entries at 1st and 2nd stories.
Second story entry has 3-part surround with sidelights and transom framing a glass-
topped, paneled door. Ground floor center entry has simple wood surround framing turn-
of-the-century glass-topped double doors. A second ground-floor entry with a modern
door is set within a plain reveal in the 4th bay. Windows have plain stone lintels and sills
and 2-over-2 sash. An interior chimney, rebuilt from the roofline, rises from near the ridge
at the west wall. The main cornice is extended and boxed, carried on single sawn
brackets. The offset wing has stone foundation, aluminum siding, aluminum shutters and
2-over-2 window sash. '

Historical Data: _
In 1805 town founder Paul Henri Mallet-Prevost built a hotel on this site to serve
Delaware River traffic. Snell (1881) suggests that the frame for this building was brought
by Durham boat from Centre Bridge. A document describing Frenchtown in the 1820s,
found in a local building, calls the original structure the "Alexandria Hotel." In 1838, after
the Bel-Del Railroad was incorporated (but 15 years before the tracks reached
Frenchtown), the old hotel was moved from the front of the lot and a new building, called
the Railroad House, was constructed. 19th century accounts indicate that all or part of the
~ old hotel (or tavern, as it was sometimes called) was relocated and used as a leather-
finishing shop when the present structure was built. (It is not known whether the offset
wing to the rear of the Frenchtown Inn incorporates the older hotel.) Around 1850, when
the National Hotel was built on Race Street, this hotel was given a flat-roofed third floor;
and in the late 1980s the flat roof was replaced with the present gable (C; 3).

Outbuilding: I
Carriage house, 1-story gable-roofed frame 2-bay structure with tongue-and-groove
sheathing and slate roof, surviving portion of a larger structure (C).

14. 17 Bridge Street (40/1; Oddfellows Building /Magnolia Lodge #57) 1897,
Romanesque Revival, architect H. E. Finch of Trenton. This 3-story, square, yellow-brick
commercial block has two storefronts at ground floor level. The building is 6 bays wide,
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with a shallow pitched roof concealed in the front by a stepped parapet. There is a 1-story
shed-roofed extension in the rear. A bracketed cornice crowns each of the 3 parapet
segments. A cast-stone inset panel centered between 2nd and 3rd-floor levels holds the
triple-link Oddfellows logo and "Magnolia Lodge #57." The facade above the ground
floor is divided into three sections by red-brick corbelled pilasters that rise to the top of
the parapet. 3rd-floor windows have glass transoms over 2-over-2 sash. 2nd floor has
segmental-headed 2-over-2 windows set into red-brick beltcourses that rise to incorporate
yellow-brick-keystoned lintels over each opening. Another beltcourse connects the 2nd-
floow windows at the midpoint of their lower sash. A continuous ground-floor treatment
incorporates 2 storefronts and an entry to the center stair. Each storefront, beneath a
continuous cornice, has a recessed center entry with original glass-topped double doors
flanked by two-sided display windows with glass over metal-grilled panels. Display -
windows have decorative wood trim bands at transom level. The center entry is capped
with a steep pediment carried on slim columns mounted on tall bases. The tall, round- -
arched doorway is set into a deep, square-panelled reveal. A fanlight surmounts the solid,
square-panelled double doors. Original stone steps approach the east store entry and the
center stair entry. :

Historical data: An undated construction contract for this building in the Hunterdon
County Historical Society Library names the architect as H. E. Finch, while another
contract gives Finch's location as Trenton. The second floor of the Oddfellows building
was originally a great, high-ceilinged, undivided hall which was used for club functions
and public events. This has been altered into an apartment (C; 6).

15. Number not used.

16. 21 Bridge Street (40/2; First Fidelity Bank/Union Bank) 1878, John L. Whittaker,
Trenton, architect; with alterations in 1923 and 1958. Italianate with Colonial Revival
alteration and addition. This 2-story, 3-bay white-painted brick bank has its original
facade on Bridge Street. A Colonial Revival-style wing faces Harrison Street at the north
end of the building, with a 1980s drive-through extending into the parking lot on the
bank's east side. The asphalt-shingled main-block roof is pitched, with gable field facing
the street. Two-story brick piers divide the main facade into 3 bays: Ornamental terra-
cotta panels in each bay divide 1st and 2nd-story windows. 1-over-1 windows have
surmounting transoms on the 1st floor. The original front door surround on Bridge Street
(now a showcase window) has panelled terra cotta pilasters which support foliate brackets -
carrying the heavy, molded lintel. The east front of the main block has been remodeled
with Colonial Revival-style small-paned windows and a modern double door. The 2-story
north extension is brick, with pitched, asphalt-shingled roof and small-paned, pseudo-
shuttered windows. The flat-roofed drive-through has metal and glass stanchions.
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Historical Data:
Founded in 1856 and originally located on upper Second Street, Frenchtown's Union
National Bank was destroyed in the 1878 fire. After the fire bank trustees commissioned
Trenton architect John L. Whittaker to design this Italianate-style brick bank on Bridge
Street. It replaced the 1840s American Hotel (later known as the Temperance House)
that had also been destroyed in the fire. The bank's neighbor to the east was an elaborate
- Victorian house built in 1882 for Senator William H. Martin, later known as the Harry
Harman house. Around 1958 the bank tore down the house to accommodate the
expansion of its building and to create a parking lot (C).

17. Number not used.

18. 25- 37 Bridge Street (41/11 & 12; Hummer Block/Williams Block) main block
1878, frame extension 1885 - 1891; Italianate. A rectangular, 3-story, 8-bay, brick main
block divided into 3 stores plus a stair entry faces Bridge Street. A rectangular, 2-story
asphalt-brick-sheathed frame addition on a stone foundation extends to the north with
entries on Harrison Street. The main block has a low hipped roof. 4 original chimneys
rise from fire walls separating interior divisions. The main-block cornice is heavy,
extended and boxed, and carried on paired brackets at the corners with single brackets in
the intervals. There is a brick modillion course below the cornice. Pressed-brick walls are
in common bond, with quoined corners and pilaster strips articulating the facade into 4
sections. The windows have extended segmental-headed stone lintels and bracketed sills.
New rectangular storm windows partially conceal original 2-over-2 segmental-headed
sash, which survive in most openings. The storefront cornice is continuous across the top
of the Bridge Street ground floor facade. It is wood, molded, with incised acroteria (not
all of which survive) separating the store bays. One original storefront, in the second store
bay, was restored in 1992. It has a recessed double-door entry with glazed store window
over a wood panel. A large red shale step offers access to the store threshold. The other
2 store fronts and the entry stair are nondescript modern alterations, although some
original material may survive in the west store bay. An old painted sign for "furniture" and
"job printing" survives in weathered condition on the Harrison Street side of the main
block. The 2-story frame extension has a heavy, wood, molded cornice carried on single
scroll-sawn brackets.

Historical Data: A frame commercial block primarily occupied by George W. Hummer's
furniture store and undertaking parlor occupied this site before the 1878 fire. This
structure was built for A. L. Williams immediately after the fire, although the old name,
"Hummer's Corner," still survives in common parlance. This building is usually called the
"Hummer Block," although Mr. Hummer never owned it (C; 7).
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19. 41 Bridge Street (41/10, Edward Johnson Funeral Home) c. 1833; Late Federal.
This 2 1/2-story, 3-bay, stucco-covered stone house has an asphalt-shingled pitched roof,
its ridge parallel to the street. There is a 1-story rear extension, incorporating the original
kitchen ell, that extends nearly the full width of the building. There is an interior éhimney
in the rear roof slope on the west side of the house. The cornice is a simple wood
molding. 'Windows have crossed wood lintels and sills with 1-over-1 sash on the upper
floors and 2-over-2 below. The 1-story, full-length front porch has square posts, a
bracketed cornice and scroll-sawn corner brackets. An arch formed by the brackets
between each post is centered by a turned pendil. The turned-baluster handrail is a fairly
modern replacement. The entry has modern doors set in a tall surround which originally
had a transom. Original solid-panelled shutters survive on the ground floor front (C).:

Outbuilding: : .
There is a 1-story, gable-roofed, asbestos-sided 3-car garage with a slate roof and brick
chimney at the rear end of the lot (NC).

20. 43 & 43A Bridge Street (41/9; Healing Journey Bookstore) Ca. 1833, Late Federal.
This 2 1/2-story, 4-bay pitched-roof house, now commercial on the ground floor, has its
ridge parallel to the street. There is a 2-bay frame-built, flat-roofed room at 2nd-floor
level over an open passageway between the street and the rear of the lot. The main block
is rectangular, with a stucco-covered stone facade and a slate roof. Interior chimneys rise
from the ridge at each end of the main block. There is a simple wood cornice, and
windows have 1-over-1 sash on the facade, with 2-over-2 on the side. The off-center
entry has a deep, paneled reveal with a transom and a 19th-century (not original) glass-
topped panelled door. There are 2 aluminum-sided 2-story rear extensions, the first has a
pitched roof, its ridge at right angles to the main block ridge; the second has a shed roof.

~ The first rear extension has a simple 2-story porch facing the passageway. The 2-bay
room over the passage was built before 1873, and is approached via a stair in an
aluminum-clad frame enclosure extended from the east side of the main block (C).

21. 47 - 51 Bridge Street (41/8; Lula's, Running Fox Antiques ) Ca. 1833, Federal; ca.
1880, commercial Italianate. The main block of this structure is a 2 '1/2-story, 5-bay frame
house with clapboard siding, stone foundation and a pitched roof, its ridge parallel to the
street. A chimney rises from the ridge, slightly off-center. Windows have flat wood
surrounds with unusual scalloped apron below the molded lintels. Sash are 2-over 2, with
movable-louver shutters in some locations. Entries in 2nd and 3rd ground-floor bays have
modern doors and scallop-trimmed lintels identical to window surrounds. All sections of
all extensions have stone foundations. The 2-story, 2-bay, flat-roofed store to the east
has a monumental portico with 2 Doric piers supporting a full entablature with a dentilled
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cornice. A second-floor balcony with turned-baluster handrail is incorporated into the
portico. The storefront has foliate corbel brackets framing the display window, which has
Stick-Style wood panels below the glass. The door itself is modern, replacing a double
original. This extension continues to the rear in several sections, all of which were
standing by 1885. There is a series of clapboard-sided rear extensions behind the main
block (C).

Outbuilding:
A 2-story, pitched-roof board-and-batten-sheathed barn stands on a newer poured -
concrete foundation at the rear of the lot. Sliding doors open to the 2nd-story loft, and

modern garage doors give access to the ground floor. This barn was standing on the site
in 1885 (C).

22. 53 & 59 Bridge and 13 - 19 Race Street (41/7; Yellow Brick Commercial Block)*
1946, Utilitarian commercial. This 2-story, 4-storefront yellow brick building replaces a
19th-century row of frame houses. It has a flat roof concealed by a slate-shingled parapet
and metal and glass store windows and doors. The easternmost bay contains a door with

an original transom above: this transom has the 19 Race Street address painted in black
shadowed with gold (NC).
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23. 2 Race Street (52/4.02; Race Street Cafe) Ca. 1915 - 1920. Colonial Revival.
This 2-story, flat-roofed, stucco-fronted frame structure was built as a residence. It
shared its end walls with # 8 Race Street to the north and with the old saw mill which
stood to its south. An interior wall divides the structure down the middle, although it
has a single tenant at present. The simple facade has been retrimmed to accentuate
quaintness: small-paned windows and flower boxes are the only details present. The
rear wall, carried on a stone foundation over the bank of the Nishasickawick Creek, is
clapboard. The south side wall, originally a party wall, is sheathed with plywood’
panels. An old mill race, built to supply water power to the saw mill and the grist mill
still standing on Trenton Avenue, runs under this structure (C; 9). ‘

24. 8 Race Street (52/4.03; Antique Shops/Leather Factory) C. 1855 - 1860,
Italianate. 2 1/2-story L-shaped frame building with cross-gabled asphalt-shingled roof
on forward portion and shed-roofed extension across the full width of the back. The
gable field on Race Street has a molded boxed cornice within which is a highly
ornamental arch-topped window. This windew has elaborately scroll-sawn trim in the
Rococo Revival mode, and its muntins form two round arches supporting a circle.
(This elaborate window is unique in Frenchtown.) Below this window, on the second
floor in the gable-end element, a 4-paneled door opens onto nothing. (Maps indicate
the presence of a ground-floor porch running northeast along this row of buildings, but
it began just beyond this gable-end element, and would have offered no platform onto
which this door could exit.) Windows in the gable-end element have 6-over-6 sash,
while in the ridge-parallel element they have 2-over-2 sash. There are 20th-century
storefront arrangements in both sections of the building.

Historical Data: This structure is present but unidentified on the 1873 Beers Atlas. On
the Sanborn map of 1885 the structure shows its present configuration (except for the
missing porch running from northeast from the turn of its "L" along the rest of the
Race Street row). In 1885 a leather factory occupied the ground floor (probably
making harness and saddlery), with a carpet-weaving establishment on the second floor.
The leather shop stayed in the building until around 1915 (in later years it made
"leather and findings"), but the carpet factory gave way to a store room, and in 1897 a
photographer had a studio in part of the second floor. The 1903 and 1912 Sanborns
indicate a spatial division between the gable-end element and the ridge-parallel element
(which included the entire shed-roofed rear extension). A cobbler worked from the
ground floor of the gable-end, and someone lived above. The leather & findings
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factory occupied both floors of the rest of the building. By 1925, however, the space
formerly occupied by leather and findings was residential, while the gable-end element
was in use as a store (C; 9, 10).

25. 16 Race Street (52/3; Office and Gallery) Ca. 1880, Greek Revival. This 2 1/2-
story frame structure incorporates three interior units, and with the exception of various
rear extensions was apparently built at one time (or in two building programs not many
years apart). The 3-bay section to the north is covered by a slate, pitched roof with
gable end to the street. The 2 bays adjacent to the south have a roof that slopes gently
toward the rear. An interior brick chimney rises from the ridge near the gable end.
The cornice at the gable field is boxed and returned at the eaves line. The flat-roofed
section has a simple fascia below the eaves. Siding on the upper floors is clapbloard,
with cornerboards at the ends and between the 2 sections. Upper-floor windows have
flat surrounds with drip molds, shutter pintels and 6-over-6 sash. The 2 southern units
have a store front installed around 1940. There are various extensions at the back of
the building, each unit having developed separately in the rear. The rear extension at
the center unit is oldest, starting as a 1-story ell before 1885. By 1903 all of the
buildings had 2-story rear extensions whose end walls were carried on the creek bank
retainer. The last additon, a 1-story square filling out the northern rear corner of the
northernmost unit, was added between 1912 and 1925.

Historical Data: The raceway that carried power to the grist and saw mills on Trenton
Avenue runs beneath the floors of these buildings. However, it is not believed that
they ever housed water-power processes. The Sanborn Atlas indicates that the stores
were occupied in 1885 (from north to south) by a butcher, a druggist and a
manufacturer of shoes (with a printer on the second floor. By 1891 there was a coffee
house in the southern unit, which became a restaurant a few years later. In 1903 and
1912 a photographer (probably the one who worked out of # 24 above in 1897) had a
studio at the second floor of the 2 northern units. Later tenants here included a chinese
laundry (1903) and a boys' club (1903, 1912). Around 1920 Isaac Pesachowitz, a
tailor who had emigrated from Russia in 1904, opened a department store in the two
southern units. The gallery storefront dates from Pesachowitz renovations in 1940 (C).

26. 22 Race Street (52/2; Mobil Gas Station/Cooley's) Ca. 1920, utilitarian gas-
station. This 1-story, rectangular, flat-roofed station has plywood-sheet siding atop a
concrete-block foundation. The site has a typical pre-canopy gas-station organization,
with service structure, modern gas pumps and a parking area for cars being serviced.

Historical Data: This was the site, in the 1870s and 1880s, of a marble works that
made monuments for the Frenchtown Cemetery (NC).
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27. 26 Race Street (52/1; K & K Automotive) Ca. 1920, with addition ca. 1930,
utilitarian service building. This 1-story, 2-part building has a northern section built of
molded concrete block (the office) and a southern service-bay section of plain concrete
blocks. Both sections are stucco-covered. The flat roof is concealed behind a low

parapet.

Historical Data: Old-timers call this building "the old bakery," but the present
structure does not incorporate any of the 2-story bakery-dwelling house that stood here
‘from at least 1873 through 1925. However, the northern (office) section may be the
structure shown on the 1925 Sanborn atlas as a concrete block warehouse that then
stood behind the older frame structure. Since around 1930 the present structure has
been a gas station, a laundromat and an automotive service center (NC).

27a. -Race & Kingwood (16/23; Citgo Gas Station) 1992 - 93.
This is a standard highway-style gas station featuring a large canopy, many signs and a
box-like brick convenience store structure with a redwood parapet (NC).

Odd Numbers

28. 21 Race Street (41/7.02; House) Ca. 1870, Italianate. ,
2 1/2-story, 4-bay, L-shaped frame house with pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street
with major facade gables front and back. The foundation is stuccoed stone. ‘Sheathing
is asbestos shingle, with asphalt shingle on the roof. 1-story kitchen wing in rear. A
5-sided, 2-story bay extends from the south side toward the rear of the main block.
Cornice is extended, boxed and carried on paired scroll-sawn brackets. On the bay the
entablature is overlaid with a sawn, acorn-shaped molding strip. Windows have
cornice lintels and 2-over-2 sash. Gable-field windows are segmental-headed. In the

- bay, segmental-headed windows are separated by reeded pilasters. The main entry has
a 3-part surround with transom and sidelights with a modern door. A front porch has
been removed and aluminum storm windows added (C).

29. 23 Race Street (41/7.01; House). Ca. 1870, altered ca. 1890; Queen Anne. 2
1/2-story, 3-bay rectangular frame house with high hipped roof and 2 unmatched
semioctagonal oriels at south corners on second floor level. Foundation is stuccoed
stone. Sheathing is asbestos with asphalt shingles on the roof. A 1-story rear extension
encloses a former porch. A tall brick interior chimney with ornamental cap and trim
rises above the cornice line on the northeast roof slope. Dormers extend just below the
apex of the roof to the cornice line on all 4 sides. Cornices are molded and boxed.
Southwestern oriel has 3 faces, northwestern has 5. Both have cornices with dentil
courses and Stick-Style trim between the windows. Front windows have drip molds
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and flat surrounds with incised Stick-Style trim. Aluminum storm sash have been
installed. A front porch has been removed (C).

30. 29 Race Street (41/5.01; Store/Apartment and Frenchtown Deli/part of National
Hotel complex) Deli (rear) ca. 1833; store/apt (front) ca. 1860; connector ca. 1920.
This basically L-shaped structure incorporates two buildings historically associated with
the National Hotel next door to the northeast. The 3-story section closest to Race

- Street has a stone foundation and a stone wall on the ground floor of its southwest side.
Its other walls are frame. The original portion of this building runs approximately 60
back from the street. The structure has a pitched, asphalt-covered roof, its gable end
on Race Street. It is aluminum-sided, its cornice covered or removed, and modern
windows installed. The ground-floor storefront arrangement is modern. This 3-story
structure is connected at the rear to a 1-story structure built in 2 parts. The section
connecting the frame building with the stone structure was built as part of a 15-car
garage on the site of an old stable at some point between 1912 and 1925. This
connector has an aluminum-sided front on the court opening off Race Street. One
storefront is entered through the connector. It is aluminum-sided with a modern
window and entry arrangement. The section of this complex closest to the National
Hotel is a 1-story stone structure with a shallow pitched roof. There is aluminum
siding and a modern storefront arrangement en the courtyard side, but the old red shale
rubble walls can be seen at the exposed side and rear.

Historical Data: This structure was originally 3 separate buildings. 1) The stone
building closest to the National Hotel was a hotel stable in 1885, but it may have been
the blacksmith shop of Samuel L. Powers, who in 1833 established a smaller hotel
called "the Buck" where the National now stands. 2) Until around 1910 a second stable
stood immediately to the south of this structure. It was replaced on the same site by the
southwestern half of a 15-car garage built before 1925. The garage also incorporated
the stone stable described in this entry. 3) The 3-story frame building fronting on
Race Street has two sections. The 30'-section closest to the street was a saloon and
billiard parlor for most of the 2nd half of the 19th century. Behind it, under the same
roof, a horse shed stood with its ground floor open to the courtyard and storage on the
upper floors. By 1912 the front section of the building had a small store on the ground
floor with a restaurant occupying the rest of the 1st floor and the 2 upper stories.
Cooking was done on a gasoline stove. The horse shed/storage arrangement still
occupied the rear. Between 1912 and 1925 the 15-car garage was developed and this
building connected to it by the connector built at that time (C).

31. 31 Race Street (41/5; National Hotel) 1850, with rear extensions from the
1890s, portico and ground-floor front restored after damage in 1980s. Greek Revival.
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3 1/2-story, 7-bay, masonry, pitched-roof main block with ridge parallel to street, with
monumental 2-story portico and center entries on 1st and 2nd stories. Multiple wings
on north side and west rear. Brick 3rd floor in running bond, apparently not original,
pre-dates 1885. A brick dentilled cornice is partially concealed under a later extended
eaves line and attached gutters. No chimneys are visible above the roofline. Lower
floors of the main block are stucco-covered rubble masonry. Windows have wood
lintels and sills with 2-over-2 sash on the 3rd floor, 2-over-1 on the second, and
various replacements on the ground floor. The monumental 2-story portico runs the
length of the main block and has square Doric piers supporting a full entablature. A
2nd-floor balcony is incorporated into the piers. The 2nd-floor center entry has a 3-
part surround in a molded frame with 7-light transom and sidelights over molded
panels. The 5-panel door is probably original to the opening. The center entry on the
ground floor was rebuilt in the style of the 2nd-floor entry after being destroyed by a
runaway truck in the early 1980s. A 2-story, narrow 2-bay extension (present as 1
story in 1885 and raised to its present height by 1897) on the north end of the facade
runs the depth of the main block, and is stone in front with frame in the back. The 2-
story clapboard rear dining-room extension on the south side was built between .1885
and 1891. Its 2-story porches with elaborate scroll-sawn trim are original. The kitchen
wing north of this replaced an earlier extension between 1897 and 1903. The 2-story
clapboard "jog" south of the dining room extension houses bathrooms on 2 floors, and -
was built between 1897 and 1903. 2-story porches and stairs on the kitchen wing were
built in the early 1980s.

Historical Data: In 1833, blacksmith Samuel Powers built the second hotel in
Frenchtown on this site "at the sign of the Buck." It was an extension of his house,
adjacent to his smithy. In 1850 Robert L. Williams (recognized for an making a
significant improvement to fan mills for the cleaning of grain, and for the manufacture
of those mills in Frenchtown) bought the site and built the National Hotel (C; 11).

32. 33 Race Street (41/6; G. Stintsman, 1873) Ca. 1850, with commercial extension
ca. 1935-40. Greek Revival. The original (southern) element is a mid-19th-century 2
1/2 story, 4-bay clapboard house with cornerboards and an asphalt-shingled pitched
roof, ridge parallel to the street. The house has a full-height rear section that is slightly
wider than the front block. Windows have cornice lintels and 2-over-2 sash. The 5-
bay clapboard extension to the north more than doubles the size of the original
structure. Its ground floor has wide plate glass windows. The original dwelling house
has had its one-bay front entry porch removed and a store-window arrangement
substituted for its original ground-floor treatment (NC). ’ ”
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HARRISON STREET
EVEN-NUMBERED HOUSES: EAST SIDE

33. 112 Harrison (41/13; Lorenzo & Carrie Hagaman House) 1889, architect D. S.
Hopkins; Stick Style/Queen Anne

This high-style, 2 1/2-story frame house is basically rectangular in plan with a cross-gabled
roof having gable fields on the street facade (west) and the south sides. The structure is
set on a stuccoed stone foundation, its walls are clapboard, articulated into panels by
horizontal and vertical "stick work," and there are decorative shingle and applied wood
trim in both gable fields. A full-width, original 1-story rear extension housed a lawyer's
office. The roofis slate, with a metal cresting and finials at the ridge lines in the form of
an undulating sea serpent. There is an interior brick chimney at the main ridge. Both
gable ends have 2-part gable fields; that at the street front has a fully articulated pediment
at the upper level with applied "sunburst" stick-work flanking a paired window below.
Eaves are slightly extended and molded. At the main facade there is a 2-story, 3-sided
engaged bay with a conical cap set into the gable field at 3rd-floor level. To its right, at
the center of the 2nd floor, is a recessed balcony with spindle screen forming an arched
top and a handrail matching that on the porch. Windows are wide 1-over-1 sash, some
with channelled frames with bull's-eye corners, others with frames set into the panel-work
of the clapboard sheathing. There is a projecting gable end at the southeast corner, with
the 2nd and 3rd stories carried over a 3-sided bay at ground floor level. The porch,
substituted for a smaller original entry porch between 1897 and 1903, wraps around the
northwest corner. Shed-roofed with a pediment at the entry bay, the porch has turned
posts and a handrail with wide-spaced spindles atop a decorative lower rail.

Historical Information:
This house was architect-designed for a successful local lawyer who practiced in the rear
extension. Lorenzo Hagaman was Frenchtown's mayor in 1892 - 93 (C; 12, 14).

34. 114 Harrison (41/1; Telephone Company Building) Built 1961, modern style.
This 1-story, square-plan brick building has'a flat roof and a 1-bay, full-height metal-clad
entry bay with no other fenestration or detail (NC).

35. 208 Harrison (37/3; Double House; T. C. Taylor, 1873) Ca. 1840 - 50, plain I-
house, restored in Georgian Revival style 1991 - 92.

This 2 1/2-story pitched-roof double house comprises 2 dwelling units, each 2 bays wide,
with the doors centered on the main block facade. The structure is rectangular in plan
with a 2-story, full-width, flat-roofed rear ell with a 2-story extension beyond the ell on
the north unit. The main block and ell have a stuccoed stone foundation, walls are
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clapboard with cornerboards and the roof is asphalt shingle. There are 3 interior brick
chimneys, 1 at the ridge at each main-block gable end, and another at the rear of the 2-
story ell. The cornice is slightly extended, and there are (aluminum-covered) gable-field
returns. Windows have 6-over-6 replacement sash (some older 2-over-2 survive), and
there are new solid-panelled shutters on the facade. The porch is a 1992 replacement of a
Victorian front porch. It is 2 bays wide, with a shingled shed roof, narrow square posts,
horizontal rails and built-in side benches. There are new 8-panelled doors at each front

~entry (C).

36. Alley between Second and Third streets (37/5; Barn) Mid-19th century.

This 2-story frame barn apparently originally belonged to the house at #208 Harrison
Street. It is a 2-story, pitched-roof structure with its ridge parallel to the alley. There is a
rubble stone foundation, vertical barn siding and a standing-seam metal roof (C).

37. 212 Harrison (37/2; House) Ca. 1890, Stick Style.

This 2 1/2-story frame house ha a cross-gabled roof with gable fields to the street (west)
and the south. There is a square 3-story tower tucked into the southwest corner. .The
structure is set on a stuccoed stone foundation, and walls are clapboard with stick-work
panels to the top of the 2nd story, and shingle with stick-work panels in the gable fields
and the top of the tower. The tall, pyramidal tower cap has a decorative slate roof carried
on small single brackets, oculus windows on all 4 faces, and is crowned by a delicate
wrought-iron fleur-de-lis. Narrow 1-over-1 windows form part of the stick-work
panelling, and have movable-louver shutters. The present porch replaced a smaller
original between 1897 and 1903. It has a shed roof, turned posts, openwork verge and a
pierced handrail that may be a modern replacement. There are solid, fleur-de-lis-pierced
screens below the wood deck. The entry has a double door, with old screen doors in
place (C; 13).

38. 214 Harrison Street (37/1; T. C. Taylor, 1873; House) Ca. 1840 - 50, Greek
Revival.

This 2 1/4-story L-shaped house fronts on both Harrison and Third streets. The main
front, on Third Street, is 4 bays wide. Its cross-gabled roof turns the corner of the L. with
a hip. The structure is set on a stuccoed stone foundation, and is aluminum-sided. There
is an interior chimney at the west end of the main block. Cornices are extended and
aluminum-boxed. Windows have aluminum-sheathed enframements, 6-over-1 sash and
modern shutters. There is a 1-bay, flat-roofed, Colonial Revival entry porch on Third
Street (built between 1897 and 1901), with a small-bracketed cornice, heavy, full-height
Doric columns and a full entablature. A similar porch on Harrison Street has half-height
Doric columns atop a shingled handrail. This porch, too, dates from the turn of the
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century. Both entries have 1930s doors with small-paned glass tops over wood panels

(€).

39. 302 Harrison (33/3; W. Slater, 1873; House) Ca. 1840, Greek Revival. This 2 1/2-
story, 3-bay pitched-roof frame house has the ridge of its main block parallel to Third
Street. There are two extensions behind the house, along Harrison. The first is a 2-story
shed-roofed section, the second is a 1-story shed-roofed section. All 3 house sections

. stand on stone foundations, but the eastern side of the 2-story extension stands on cement
(because this section was open on the ground floor until after 1925). The walls of all
sections are clapboard with cornerboards. There is a brick interior chimney near the ,
junction of the main block and the 2nd section. Cornices are extended, molded, boxed and
returned at the gable field. The fascia has a taenia molding. Windows have plain
surrounds with drips and 20th-century sash in which the upper sash is divided into 4
vertical panes and the lower is a single pane. Basement windows have wood grilles. The
1-story hipped-roof front porch (on Third Street) is a 20th-century replacement of an
earlier porch that may have been similar to the porch on Harrison Street. The present
porch has square piers atop a solid clapboard handrail: The deck is set on yellow brick
piers. The front door has a plain surround with a 4-light transom. The door itself is
contemporary with the perch, having small-paned upper panel over wood panels. The
door has its original hardware and a porcelain-knobbed bell handle. The side porch on
Harrison is a 1-story, 1-bay, hipped-roof porch with delicate pierced piers composed of
scroll-sawn elements. It was first mapped in 1903. There is a late-19th-century glass-
topped, wood-paneled door on Harrison Street (C).

Outbuilding:

A 1-story, pitched-roof, clapboard-sided garage stands behind the house, its gable field

and door facing Harrison Street. There is a lunette window in the gable field. This garage
- replaces an older structure on the same site which was originally a grocery storage shed,

and later - ca. 1920s and 1930s - the town library (NC).

40. 306 Harrison (33/2; House; unlabeled but present, 1873) Ca. 1860 - 65, Italianate.

This 2 1/2-story, 5-bay, center-entry house has a pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street.

There is a 1-story, inset rear ell at the center of the back, with a small side porch on its

south side. The entire structure is set on a stuccoed stonefoundation, walls are

aluminum-clad and the roof is slate. There is a 2-story, 3-sided bay on the south end of

the main block. There is an interior brick chimney from the ridge at each gable end of the

main block. The cornice is extended and aluminum-boxed. Windows have 2-over-2 sash.

There is a full-width, hipped-roof front porch with square chamfered posts with capitals

18" below the soffit, elaborate scroll-sawn corner brackets above the caps, and a _ _
pedimented center gable at the entry bay decorated with an openwork sunburst screen and
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turned drops at the corners._ There is a turned-baluster handrail and stair rail. This porch
appears on the 1885 Sanborn atlas, and may be original (except for the center gable and
handrail). The front entry has a tall surround with 2-light transom and a 1930s door with
glazing set in a wood frame. The side porch has turned posts and no trim (C).

41. 308 Harrison (33/1; House; Un-named, 1873) Ca. 1850 - 70, porch ca. 1900, Queen
Anne. : '
This 2 1/2-story pitched-roof house has its gable field on Harrison Street. The gable end
is 2 bays wide, with the entry in the southern bay. The structure has an asphalt roof, -
asbestos siding, and is set on a stuccoed stone foundation. There are 2 interior chimneys, .
one at the ridge at each gable end. (This chimney placement suggests that the main front
of this house may have originally been on one of the long sides. Its former connection
with the structure on the north side of the alley suggests that this house may once have
faced north.) The cornice is extended, molded and boxed, with gable-field returns.
Windows have plain drip molds and 1-over-1 replacement sash. Shutters are modern.
There is a 1-story, full-width, hipped roof porch with a gable over the entry bay. There
are turned posts with elaborate corner brackets that resemble ship's wheels. There is a
solid handrail and a wood deck. The front entry has a simple enframement and a modern
4-panel door (C).

Outbuilding:

There is a large 2-story barn (formerly a factory) at the back of the lot. It has a pitched-
roof, its gable field on the alley, and its 2nd floor is cantilevered over the alley at its north
end. There is an interior brick chimney at the rear of the barn. The structure has a slate
roof, vertical barn siding, a modern garage door and a batten door on the 2nd floor with
stamped hinges.

‘Historical Information:

The 1891 Sanborn atlas identifies this barn as the William Gordon & Son Chair Factory
(an enterprise that had been located in the basement of the double house across the alley
to the north in 1885). The factory had a steam engine, accounting for the brick chimney.
In 1897 the factory was noted as belonging to L. Gordon, then from 1903 on the structure
is indicated simply as a barn (C).

42. 310-312 Harrison (31/2; Double House; D. R., 1873) Ca. 1840 - 50, Greek Revival
with ca.- 1900 Colonial Revival trim.

This 2 1/4-story double house has an unusual roof type in which 2 pitched-roof segments
intersect at the southwest corner of the house to form a hipped profile, giving the house a
square, hipped-roof appearance. The house is 5 bays wide on Harrison, with entries in
bays # 3 & 4. The main block is rectangular, and there is a 2-story rear extension behind
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each unit of the double house (the one behind #310 is longer than the other, and was in
place by 1873). Exterior walls are clapboard with very wide cornerboards, and the
structure is set on a stuccoed stone foundation. The basement of #310, which housed a
chair factory in 1885, is quite high. There are 3 interior chimneys. The cornice is slightly
extended, boxed, and supported on small, closely spaced curved brackets set on a frieze
that skims the tops of the 2nd-floor windows. Windows have stepped lintels (without
cornices) and 6-over-6 sash on the 2nd floor and 2-over-2 below. Although there are no

~ porches, a full-width pentroof shelters.the Harrison Street entries, and 2 pedimental hoods
on brackets shelter side entries on the alley. The front entries have shortened openings
that hold doors with glass panes over octagonal molded panels and porcelain knobs. Side
doors have 4 glass panes over wood panels (C).

43. 412 Harrison Street (27/1; Fargo House; Ann Hickson, 1873) Ca. 1866, late
Federal type; altered 1912, Queen Anne. This 2 1/2-story clapboard house was originally
almost identical to No. 22 Fifth Street adjacent to the east. The main block, an irregular
rectangle, has a pitched roof, its ridge parallel to Fifth Street, with a facade gable at each
end of the Fifth Street facade. There is a 2 1/2-story pitched-roof south ell replacing an
earlier 1-story extension in the same direction. In addition there is a square, 3-story
hipped-roof tower in the corner formed by the main block and the south ell. The structure
stands on a stuccoed stone foundation, and all.roofs are covered in slate with silver-
painted metal ball finials at gable and tower peaks. Walls are clapboard with shingle trim
in gable fields and at the tower's 3rd story. Cornices are extended, molded, boxed and
returned at the gable fields. Windows have cornice lintels and 1-over-1 sash. Several are
paired; and a decorative window at 2nd-floor level has a diamond-paned upper sash over a
single-paned lower. Fifth-street gable-field windows have pointed-arch surrounds with
segmental single sash. The Harrison Street gable field is centered by a Colonial Revival
round-arched window with a keystone and segmented panes in the upper sash. The 1-

- story, 2-sided, hipped-roof front porch wraps the Fifth and Harrison street fronts. Its
extended, molded cornice is carried on 3/4-height Composite columns seated on a
shingled rail with scalloped-shingle trim. The column supports are shingled to the ground,
and there are lattice screens between them. Most of the north side of this porch has
always been glassed in small panes. The front door, on Harrison Street, has double doors
each with a full-height beveled glass panel framed in oak. The interior retains almost all
of its 1912 appearance, featuring walnut-stained wood trim with classical detail. The stair
hall in the tower is a classic of early 20th-century domestic style.

Historical Information: According to the late owner, Frenchtown historian Clarence
Fargo, this was the 2nd house built in the Slater & Hudnut development, following its
neighbor to the east (No. 22 Fifth Street). Mr. Fargo hired local builder Harvey Tettemer
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in 1912 to give his house a complete remodeling. It was in this house that he wrote the

1933 classic, The History of Frenchtown(C; 15, 16).

Outbuilding:

Thel-story, pitched-roof garage, its gable end facing Harrison Street, was built around

1912. It has a slate roof, clapboard walls with a shingled gable field, fixed 9-light

windows and 4-panel door on the north (house) side, and X-braced sliding doors on the
- west (street) side (C, 15).

44, 502 Harrison (25/2; House; P. Lair, 1873) Ca. 1868, originally Italianate in style;
Colonial Revival retrimming between 1912 and 1925.

This 2 1/2-story, S-bay, center-entry, pitched-roof frame house has a facade gable
centering its rectangular main block which has its ridge parallel to Harrison Street. There
is a 2 1/4-story pitched-roof rear extension with an offset to the south of the main block.
The house is sheathed in clapboard with cornerboards treated as pilasters, the main-block
roof is slate, and the main block stands on a stuccoed stone foundation. There is an
interior brick chimney rising from the ridge at the south gable end of the main block.
There is an exterior brick chimney on the south wall of the rear ell. The cornice is
extended, mo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>