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Description

Located in the northeastern quadrant of Bridgeport's historic down 
town area, the Bridgeport Downtown North Historic District encompasses a 
total of approximately 20 acres of land, 51 properties, and 49 major 
structures. Better than 7455 (38) of these major structures remain 
substantially intact examples of commercial and municipal architecture 
dating from the 1860s through the 1930s and contribute to the architectural 
and/or historical significance of the district.

The district's southern boundary is visually defined by a virtually 
immediate transition which takes place between the historic architecture 
located within the district and the modern commercial and municipal con 
struction which dominates most of the center of Bridgeport's downtown along 
the Far ifield-Avenue corridor. The western and northern boundaries are 
defined by a mixture of adjacent modern commercial construction and large, 
grade-level parking lots. The district's eastern boundary, which was drawn 
to exclude non-contributing properties along the western side of Water 
Street, reflects the existence of an elevated railroad trackbed which 
extends along the length of the eastern side of Water Street. This raised 
trackbed forms a highly prominent visual and physical barrier between 
structures located in the district and those located to its east.

Building heights in the district generally range between 2 and 13 stories. 
Brick, cut stone, cast stone, and reinforced concrete form the principal 
materials utilized in the construction of district buildings. However, the 
area also includes a handful of wood-frame buildings, as well as several 
buildings incorporating pressed-metal entablature fabric, cast-iron 
storefront fabric, and/or exterior details executed in terra cotta. With 
the exception of a few structures, such as the Fairfield County Courthouse 
at 172-92 Golden Hill Street and the Lorraine Hotel at 78 Chapel Street, 
most district buildings are sited very close to the street and each other, 
often forming virtually unbroken and, at times, imposing streetscapes.

Popular 19th- and early 20th-century architectural styles represented in 
the district range from relatively modest to more elaborate and, in several 
cases, high-style examples of the Italianate, Richardsonian Romanesque, 
late Gothic Revival, Colonial Revival, Neoclassical, and Art Deco modes. In 
terms of architectural integrity, the exteriors of most district buildings 
retain the bulk of their significant, historic, architectural features, and 
are in relatively good condition. For the most part, significant exterior 
alterations to buildings are limited to storefront, signage, and, in some
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cases, window fabric. Only a half-dozen of the buildings in the district 
erected prior to 1937 have experienced unsympathetic, non-historic exterior 
modifications to the point where they no longer can be considered as con 
tributing to the significance of the area.

The district encompasses a number of buildings which stand as individually 
distinctive examples of their type, style and/or period, many of which are 
known to have been designed by prominent architects of their respective 
eras. Examples of such structures include the Richardsonian Romanesque- 
style 1900 Bridgeport Boys' Club at 227-41 Middle Street (photograph 20), 
the Italianate-style 1871/72 Newfield Building at 1180-88 Main Street 
(photograph 23), the monumentally scaled Art Deco-style 1934 U.S. Post 
Office at 140 Middle Street (photograph 24), and the Italianate-style 1872 
Winghoffer Building at 79-81 Gold Street, which was the first building 
erected in Bridgeport to incorporate a full-front elevation wall of cast 
stone (photograph 21). Among the foremost of such structures are the only 
two district buildings to have been listed on the National Register prior 
to 1986 -- the Warren Briggs-designed Richardsonian Romanesque-style 1888 
Fairfield County Courthouse at 172-192 Golden Hill Street; and the Art 
Deco-style Hotel Beach at 140 Fairfield Avenue, built in 1927/28 according 
to a design by Thomas, Martin, and Kirkpatrick (photograph 16).

An inventory of buildings and properties located within the 
Downtown North Historic District is provided on the ensuing 
following format:

Bridgeport 
pages in the

STREET NAME

Street Number (C= contributing)
or 

(NC= noncontributing)

**Construction Date. Historic Name 
(Common Name). A: Architect. B: 
Builder. Number of stories; principal 
construction materials; architectural 
style. Miscellaneous information.

**Information for each category is included only if data is available.
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CHAPEL STREET

78(C) 1914/1915. Lorraine Hotel (Hotel St. George). 6 stories; 
brick and cut stone; Colonial Revival.

89-105CC) 1926. Stratfield Hotel Parking Garage. A: Monks and Johnson, 
B: Pardy Construction Co. 2 stories; brick; early 20th- 
century commercial/industrial.

ELM STREET

84(C) 1925/1926. Conlin Company Warehouse. 1 story; brick; early 
20th-century commercial.

90-94(C) 1923/1924. Radford B. Smith Company. 2 stories; brick and 
cut stone; Colonial Revival.

FAIRFIELD AVENUE

140(0* 1927/1928. Hotel Beach (Hotel Barnum). A: Thomas, Martin &
Kirkpatrick. 13 stories; brick, reinforced concrete, and cast 
stone; Art Deco. Photograph 16.

GOLD STREET

79-8KC) 1872. Bernard Winghoffer Building. A: A Shaats, Esq. 5
stories; brick and cast stone; Italianate. Photograph 21.

GOLDEN HILL STREET

54(C) Ca. 1890. Charles Fox Building. 2 stories; wood frame; late 
19th-century commercial.

145-53(C) Ca. 1920. F.B. Curtis Building. 2 stories; brick; early 20th- 
century commercial.

172-92(C)* 1888. Fairfield County Courthouse (Court of Common Pleas). A: 
Warren Briggs. 3 1/2 stories; brick, granite, terra cotta, 
and brownstone; Richardsonian Romanesque.
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225(C) 1925. Gulden Hill Apartments. A: Joseph W. Monthrop. B: 
William F. Chatlos. 6 stories; brick and cut stone; Colonial 
Revival.

MAIN STREET

1087-95CNC)

1 105(C)

1 111-27(0) 

1 120-26(0) 

1128-36CNC) 

1131-37(0) 

1 138-44(0)

1148-50(0)

1149-53(NC) 

1152-62(NC) 

1155-63(0)

1945/1946. F.W. Woolworth Company. A: Earl S. Glover. B: 
J.R. Worcester & Co. 3 stories; tile and metal screen; Art 
Deco. Photograph 16.

Ca. 1920. E.W. Harral Building (Contempo Women's Apparel). 3 
stories, brick and cut stone; Colonial Revival. Photograph 
17.

1904. Security Building. 8 stories; brick and cut stone; 
early 20th-century commercial. Photograph 17.

1912/1913. Hawley Hardware Company (Nathan's Men's Wear/ 
Discount World). 3 stories; brick; Colonial Revival.

1946. (Louis Gift Shop/Shaw Jewelers). 2 stories; brick and 
concrete; post-World War II commercial.

1900. E.E. Wheeler Building. 4 stories; brick and cut stone; 
Classical Revival. Photograph 17.

1905. A.C. and W.B. Wheeler Building (H.L. Green Company). 4 
stories; brick and concrete; early 20th century commercial.

1919. F.E. Harvey Building (Downtown Pawn Shop). 2 stories; 
brick and cut stone; Classical Revival.

Ca. 1880. L.F. Curtis Building. 2 stories; brick; late 20th 
century commercial. Exterior heavily modified ca. 1965.

1946. 2 stories; brick and concrete; post-World War II 
commercial.

1928. F.B. Curtis Building. 2 stories; brick and marble; 
Colonial Revival. Photograph 18.
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1179-95(0)

1180-88CC)

1924. Wheeler Medical Building (Connecticut Bank and Trust 
Company). 8 stories; brick and stone; early 20th-century 
commercial. Photograph 18.

1871/1872 southern third), 1907/1908 (northern two-thirds) 
Hubbell Block/Newfield Building (Newfield Building). 5 
stories; brick and cut stone; Italianate. Photograph 23.

1 192-94(NC) 

1 196-98(C)

1200-10CNC) 

1207-17CNC)

1218-20CNC) 

1214-16(NC)

1219-47(C)

1224-28(NC) 

1238-48(NC)

1250-52(0 

1258-60(NC)

Ca. 1880. Kane Building. 4 stories; brick and aluminum; 
Italianate. Re-fronted ca. 1920. Exterior extensively altered 
ca. 1965.

1923/1924. Dillion Building. A: F.A. Cooper. B: William 
Muirhead and Son. 3 stories; brick and cut stone; Colonial 
Revival.

1950. 2 stories; brick and stone; post-World War II 
commercial.

1964. United Investors Building. 1 story; brick; late 20th 
century commercial. Photograph 18.

Vacant lot.

1899. Columbia Tea Company. 2 stories; masonry; post-World 
War II commercial. Extant front dates from 1950.

1907/1908. Stratfield Hotel. 8 stories, brick and reinforced 
concrete; early 20th-century commercial. Remodelled with 
additions in 1964. Photographs 18 and 21.

Vacant lot.

1955. Reliable Realty Building. 1 story; concrete block; 
post-World Ear II commercial.

Ca. 1865. Sutter Building (Ethical Surgical Supply). 4 
stories; brick and cut stone; Italianate.

Ca. 1900. Ballard Bakery (Ethical Pharmacy). 2 stories; 
brick; Italianate; Front extensively altered ca. 1965.
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MIDDLE STREET

109-11(C)

115-17CC)

Ca. 1895. Kearns Building (Middle Street Variety). 3 stories; 
brick and cut stone; late 19th-century commercial. Photograph 
25.

Ca. 1920. Doolittle Tile Company. 3 stories; brick; early 
20th-century commercial. Photograph 25.

119-25CO Ca. 1915. C.H. Dillon Building (Gerstl f s Restaurant). 4 
stories; brick and cut stone; late Gothic Revival. 
Photograph 25.

127-47(C)

120(0) 

149-51(C) 

166-74(0) 

181-207(0)

190(0) 

209-1 1 (NO 

227-47(0)

1915. W.B. and A.C. Wheeler Building (H.L. Green Company). A: 
Theodore C. Visscher. B: Hoggson Brothers. 2 stories; brick 
and cut stone; Colonial Revival. Photograph 25.

1934. United States Post Office. A: Charles Wellington 
Walker. 2 stories; limestone; Art Deco. Photograph 24.

Ca. 1925. C.A. Misch Building. 2 stories; brick; Colonial 
Revival.

Ca. 1860. Charles Fox Building (Dolan's Corner Grill). 2 
stories; frame and stuccoes masonry; Italianate.

1892/1893. Peck and Lines Stables/Stratfield Garage (Jayson 
Building). 4 stories; brick and cut stone; late 19th-century 
commercial. Photograph 23.

Ca. 1875. Partridge-Donovan Building. 3 stories; brick and 
cut stone; early 20th-century commercial. Re-fronted ca. 
1910.

1961. (Summit Women's Center). A: Fred Gilbert. B: Defonce 
Construction Co. 3-stories; brick; post-World Warr II 
commercial.

1900. Bridgeport Boy's Club. A: Warren Briggs. 3 1/2 stories; 
brick and brownstone; Richardsonian Romanesque. 
Photograph 20.
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240(C) 1928. Carp Realty Building. A: H. Koerner. B: E & F
Construction Co. 2 stories; brick and concrete block; early 
20th-century commercial.

254-62CC) 1885/1886. A.I. Winton Building (Toastone Cigar Factory). 3 
stories; brick and cut stone; Italianate/Queen Anne. 
Photograph 22.

269(C) Ca. 1930. (United Way Parking). 1 story; wood frame; Spanish 
Colonial Revival.

27M(C) 1876. No. 5 Engine House. 3 stories; brick and cut stone; 
Colonial Revival. Front and third story added in 1917. 
Photograph 22.

281-89CC) 1886. Julius Pfau Building (The Brass Guitar). 3 stories; 
brick and cut stone; Italianate. Photograph 19.

295(C) 1906. Logan Building (Casbar). 3 stories; brick and cut 
stone; Georgian Revival. Photograph 19.
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Significance 

(Criterion C)

The district is significant because it encompasses one of two large 
groupings of structures which effectvely illustrate the emergence of 
downtown Bridgeport as the commercial, financial, cultural, and social 
heart of one of Connecticut's foremost early 20th-century urban-industrial 
and regiona1-government centers. For example, the area's continuing expan 
sion as an important regional center between the end of the Civil War and 
the early 20th-century is clearly marked by the progression of historic 
architectural styles exhibited by its various buildings. Structures such 
as the Italianate-style Newfield Building (1871/21) at 1180-88 Main Street 
(photographs 21 and 23), the Italian-ate/Queen Anne-style Winton Building 
(1885/86) at 245-62 Middle Street (photograph 22), the Richardsonian 
Romanesque-style Bridgeport Boys Club (1900) at 227-41 Middle Street 
(photograph 20), the Colonial Revival-style F.B. Curtis Building (1928) at 
1155-59 Main Street (photoraph 18), and the Art Deco-style U.S. Post Office 
(193^) at 140 Middle Street combine to provide a coherent, graphic record 
of the pre-World War II evolution of the district. Several individual 
district buildings also reflect key aspects of downtown Bridgeport's 
development prior to the onset of World War II. For example, downtown 
Bridgeport's highly important role as the seat of Fairfield County remains 
clearly marked by the massive granduer of the Richardsonian Romanesque- 
style Fairfield County Courthouse (1888) at 172-92 Golden Hill Street.

The district is also significant because it encompasses a large number of 
substantially intact buildings which the chart the development of a variety 
of popular 19th-and early 20th-century urban architectural styles, 
including the Italianate, Queen Anne, Richardsonian Romanesque, late Gothic 
Revival, Colonial Revival, Georgian Revival, Neoclassical, and Art Deco 
modes (photographs 16-25). A number of these buildings rank as particularly 
good and, in some cases, outstanding individual examples of several of 
these styles. For example, the 1871/72 Newfield Building at 1180-88 Main 
Street is a fine example of a relatively large brick and cut-stone commer 
cial structure executed in the late Italianate-style (photograph 23). Full-
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blown versions of the early and late Richardsonian Romanesque-style are 
represented respectively by the 1888 Fairfield County Courthouse at 172-92 
Golden Hill Street, and by the 1900 Bridgeport Boys Club at 227-41 Middle 
Street (photograph 20). Two outstanding examples of the Art-Deco style are 
the 1927/28 Hotel Barnum at 140 Fairfield Avenue (photograph 16) and the 
1934 U.S. Post Office at 140 Middle Street (photograph 24). While in need 
of extensive rehabilitation, the 1872 Italianatestyle Winghoffer Building 
at 70-81 Gold Street holds a unique place in Bridgeport's building history; 
it was the first structure in the city to incorporate a front elevation 
faced completely in cast stone (photograph 21).

Finally, the district is architecturally significant because a number of 
its buildings stand as important examples of the work of late 19th- and/or 
early 20th-century architects. Foremost among these structures are the 
Warren Briggs-designed 1888 Fairfield County Courthouse at 172-92 Golden 
Hill Street and 1900 Bridgeport Boys Club at 227-41 Middle Street (photo 
graph 20); the Hotel Barnum at 140 Fairfield Avenue, which was designed by 
the firm Thomas, Martin, and Kirkpatrick (photograph 16); and Charles 
Wellington Walker's 1934 U.S. Post Office at 140 Middle Street (photograph 
24) .
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Acreage: approximately 20

Quadrangle Name/Scale: Bridgeport/1:24000

UTM Reference Points:

Point___Zone/East ing/Nor thing

A. 18/651850/4560380
B. 18/651960/4560180
C. 18/651980/4560100
D. 18/651830/4560060
E. 18/651840/4560000
F. 18/651780/4559980
G. 18/651740/4560120
H. 18/651700/45601 10
I. 18/651710/4560050
J. 18/651670/4560040
K. 18/651610/4560270
L. 18/651650/4560290
M. 18/651670/4560260
N. 18/651810/4560290
0. 18/651810/4560370
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Eas t - From the junction of the southern property line of 140 Middle 
Street and the western line of Water Street; proceed north along the 
western line of Water Street to the northern line of Golden Hill Street; 
then west along the northern line of Golden Hill Street to the eastern 
property line of 54 Golden Hill Street; then north along the eastern 
property line of 54 Golden Hill Street to the northern property line of 54 
Golden Hill Street; then west along the northern property lines of 54 
Golden Hill Street and 166-75 Middle Street to the eastern line of Middle 
Street; then north along the eastern line of Middle Street to the southern 
property line of 190 Middle Street; then east along the southern property 
line of 190 Middle Street to the eastern property line of 190 Middle 
Street; then north along the eastern property line of 190 Middle Street to 
the northern porperty line of 190 Middle Street; then west along the 
northern property line of 190 Middle Street to the eastern line of Middle 
Street; then north along the eastern line of Middle Street to to the 
northern line of Gold Street; then east along the northern line of Gold 
Street to the eastern property line of 240 Middle Street; then north along 
the eastern property line of 240 Middle Street to the southern property 
line of 254-62 Middle Street; then east along the southern property line of 
254-62 Middle Street to the western line of Water Street; then north along 
the western line of Water Street, continuing north across Middle Street to 
the southern line of Congress Street.

H^LtiL Z FrQ ro the junction of the western line of Water Street and the 
southern line of Congress Street: proceed west along the northern line of 
Congress Street to the western property line of 295 Middle Street; then 
south along the western property lines of the lots fronting the western 
side of Middle Street (so as to include the buildings at 295, 281-89, and 
269 Middle Street) to the northern property line of 227-41 Middle Street; 
then west along the northern property lines of 227-41 Middle Street and 
1258-60 Main Street, continuing across Main Street and along the northern 
line of Chapel Street to the eastern property line of 78 Chapel Street; 
the north along the eastern property line of 78 Chapel Street to the 
southern line of Congress Street; then west along the southern line of 
Congress Street to the western property line of 78 Chapel Street.

West - From the junction of the southern line of Congress Street and the 
western property line of 78 Chapel Street; proceed south along the western 
property line of 78 Chapel Street, continuing across Chapel Street and 
south along the western property lines of 89-105 Chapel Street and 172-92 
Golden Hill Street to the northern line of Golden Hill Street; then 
southwest across Golden Hill Street to the western property line of 225
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Golden Hill Street; then south along the westernmost property lines of 225 
Golden Hill Street and 90-94 Elm Street to the northern line of Elm Street; 
then east along the northern line of Elm Street to the eastern property 
line of 84 Elm Street; then north along the eastern property lines of 84 
Elm Street and 225 Golden Hill Street to the southern line of Golden Hill 
Street; then east along the southern line of Golden Hill Street to the 
western property line of 145-53 Golden Hill Street; then south along the 
western property lines of 145-45 Golden Hill Street and 1149-53 Main Street 
to the northern line of Elm Street; then southwest across Elm Street to the 
western property line of 1111-27 Main Street; then south along the western 
property line of 1111-27 Main Street to the northern property line of 140 
Fairfield Avenue; then west along the northern property line of 140 
Fairfield Avenue to the western property line of 140 Fairfield Avenue; then 
south along the western property line of 140 Fairfield Avenue to the 
northern line of Fairfield Avenue:

South - From the junction of the western property line of 140 Fairfield 
Avenue and the northern line of Fairfield Avenue: proceed east along the 
northern line of Fairfield Avenue to the eastern line of Main Street; then 
north along the eastern line of Main Street to the northern property line 
of 1090-1112 Fairfield Avenue; the east along the northern property line of 
1090-1112 Fairfield Avenue, continuing across Middle Street and east along 
the southern property line of 140 Middle Street to the western line of 
Water Street.
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The boundaries of the Bridgeport Downtown North Historic District were 
delineated on the basis of the following four general criteria:

a) The thematic unity of the district as a congregation of sub 
stantially intact structures originally designed for commercial 
and municipal uses which strongly reflects the development of the 
northern half of Bridgeport's central business district over the 
course of the 19th and early 20th centuries.

b) Current physical characteristics of the district which visually 
distinguish the area within Bridgeport's central business district 
as a whole, including the historic architectural integrity of 
individual structures and extant sight lines.

c) The exclusion of properties which do not contribute to the 
historical or architectural integrity of the district, wherever 
such exclusions were reasonable and practical.

d) Conformance with the general National Park Service guideline 
that structures proposed for listing on the National Register as 
contributing to the historic or architectural significance of an 
historic district be a minimum of 50 years old.
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