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1. Name
historic Harvard - Belmont 7&'5-# rt a;f'
and/or common Harvard - Be]mont District
. - T 7
2. Location 8l Pl fhreaduey, Coglden ond
street & number — not for publication
city, town Seattle —__ vicinity of congressional district
state Washington code 53 county  King code (33
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_A_ district ___ public _X_ occupied ___agriculture —_ museum
___ building{s) ____ private ____ unoccupied _X_ commercial ___ park
—__structure  _X_ both ____work in progress _X_ educational -X_ private residence
J—1 Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment . religious
. object —. in process — . yes: restricted - government __ sclentific
being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial ____transportation
) W —__no —_ military —— other:
4. Owner of Property B
name Multiple private ownerships; City of Seattle (public rights-of-way and open spaces)
street & number
city, town — vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description (.
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. King County Administration Building
street & number Fourth Avenue at James Street
city, town Seattle, ~ state Washington 98104
6. Representatlon in Existing Surveys
I. Seattle Inventory of Historic Resources, 1979
tile 2. Office of Urban Conservation has this property been determined elegible? X__yes ___no
survey Tor Proposed Landmark District
date 1979-1980 __ federal ___state ___county __X locai
depository for survey records Off'ice of Urban Conservation, 400 Yesler Buﬂd‘ing
city, town Seattle state Washington 93104




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
____exceiient ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered X originai site
X good —_ruins _X altered — moved date
— fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

GENERAL STATEMENT

The Harvard-Belmont Historic District encompasses a prime residential area on the west
slope of Capitol Hill, one of Seattle's "streetcar suburbs" which blossomed during

the first decade of the Twentieth Century when the City's population rose dramatically
from 80,761 in 1900 to 237,194 in 1910. While the relatively flat crown of the hill
was platted for subdivision housing by an enterprising developer, James A. Moore, the
west slope, which had been platted in the 1880's and 1890's, evolved into a prestigious
neighborhood of large and gracious homes. Leading bankers, businessmen, and entre-
preneurs purchased properties often consisting of four or six or more of the 50' x 100'
lots and engaged the best local architects or sometimes fashionable eastern firms to
design their handsome residences. These were built mostly along Harvard Avenue and
also Belmont Place, especially near its juncture with Prospect Street.

A variety of architectural styles is represented in the district: Victorian, graceful
neo-classical, neo-Georgian, colonial revival, and a large number of Tudor houses that
indicate the influence of the work of Richard Norman Shaw on the wealthy clients'
concept of what a "grand manor" should be. More modest shingled and clapboard sided
houses from this early period remain within the boundaries of the district, as well as
a few pre-1900 wood-frame dwellings. OCne of the grand houses was built as late as 1922,
but the decade of the 1920's saw the beginning of apartment construction on the western
and southern edges of the district, a development which continued into the 1930's.
These multiple-unit structures did not necessarily disrupt the character of the area,
. however, since their relatively modest scale and picturesque silhouettes {aspecially
the Anhalt apartments on Belmont Avenue) tended to blend with the established street-
scape. Institutional buildings of varied design, also built during the 1920's,mark
the southeastern extremity of the district.

In more recent years there has been some infilling on formerly empty lots with modern
residences, but the discreet character of their street facades or screening by judicious
planting nhave prevented them from having any marked impact on the essentially pre-iorld
War I ambience of the neighborhood. There are several lots which remain undeveloped,
and croups of these take on the aspect of small parks, with greenswards, large trees,
and other mature plantings. Indeed, the landscaping of the district is a highly signi-
ficant factor in establishing its special character, as the well-established gardens
and the streetscape elements of brick and stone enclosure walls, iron fences and gateg,
streets, and western vistas to create an almost pastoral suburban environment only a
short distance from the center of the city.

THE SITE AND PHYSICAL FEATURES

The Harvard-Belmont Historic District is situated on the west slope of Capitol Hill,
above the city's major freeway (Interstate 5) and close to a shopping arterial, yet
removed from both and retaining a gracious residential quality in an urban setting.
The irregular boundaries of the district encompass all or portions of 14 blocks in
four additions to the Plat of Seattle. The boundaries of the historic district
correspond to those established for the Harvard-Belmont Landmark District by the
Landmark Preservation Board of the City of Seattle.



FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number 7 Page 2

The topography of the area is typical of those where the first outlying neighborhoods
of quality residences were established in Seattle during a decade of rapid growth

just after the turn of the century. From the relatively flat eastern boundaries of
Broadway and Harvard Avenues the land slopes gradually and then more precipitously to
the west, providing many of the properties with dramatic sites affording views of

Lake Union and Queen Anne Hill. The northern boundary is marked by a deep wooded ravine
separating the Samuel Hill House and the Wilkin House from the properties around

St. Mark's Cathedral. The northwestern boundary generally follows the edge of a bluff
which drops sharply to the wide flats bordering Lake Union, where the interstate free-
way and maritime establishments occupy the expanded and modified shoreline. The
southwestern boundary abuts Belmont Avenue, a steep diagonal street Tined with apart-
ment buildings which serves to channel traffic from a bridge over the freeway to Roy
Street and the crest of Capitol Hill. The short southern boundary at Roy Street
changes to apartment/institutional/commercial use and marks the transition to the
denser multiple-unit residential area and the commercial strip of Broadway to the
south. Within these boundaries the normally overriding grid system of platting gives
way to some diagonal and curving streets that generally conform to the natural contours
of the land. These provide unusual vistas and enhance the picturesque quality of the
district. ‘

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY BUILDINGS

Of the 82 buildings located within the boundaries of the district, 50 are considered to
have primary value for their architectural and/or historical significance. Another 20
are considered to have secondary value, since they may lack architectural or historical
significance, but, through compatible scale, design, or materials, they contribute to
the district as a whole. In a third category, 12 buildings are considered to be non-
significant for the purposes of establishing an historic district, but neither do they
detract from the integrity of the area. There are no blatant intrusions within the
district boundaries.

In addition to the 82 buildings, there are four numbered open spaces included in the
list of properties, bringing the total to 86. Two of the open spaces are groups of
contiguous vacant lots, each group held by a single owner and constituting a distinct
property. The remaining open spaces are two triangular plots formed by the intersection
of diagonal streets and owned by the City of Seattle.

The 50 primary and 20 secondary buildings in the district include a rich variety of

- vresidential forms in the prevailing eclectic styles of the early years of this century,
as well as a number of modest non-eclectic houses. A substantial number of the primary
buildings - one-fifth - are large residences which reflect the influence of the work

of the English architect Richard Norman Shaw. The concept of a substantial residence

in the style of an English country manor seems to have held a particular fascination for
the financiers, industralists, businessmen and merchants who settled in the district
during the first decade of the century. Of the ten Shavian houses there, eight were
built in the short period from 1907 to 1910. Most have a brick Tower story and a half-
timbered upper story, with steeply pitched multiple gable roofs, heavy solid bargeboards,
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and multi-paned casement windows. Yet each is distinguished by the particular inter-
pretation of the style by individual architects. For example, the C. H. Bacon House
(No. 19) by Graham & Myers has an all-stucco exterior with minimal decorative half-
timbering in the uppermost gable ends, while the C. J. Smith House (No. 4) by Cutter

& Malmgren presents a reserved all-brick main facade to the street highlighted by a
two-story rectilinear window grouping. Perhaps the most carefully designed and success-
fully balanced facade belongs to the 0. D. Fisher House (No. 46) with its interplay of
rectangular, triangular and arched forms, the shape of the bold stone hood over the
entry opening repeated in the brick arch over a three-part window, and the masterful
integration of the window openings into the bold patterning of the half-timbered upper
stories. In 1913 the architects of the 0. D. Fisher House, Beezer Brothers, designed
the adjacent 0. W. Fisher House (No. 48) in another interpretation of the same mode.
This was the last Shavian residence until the B. A. Garber House of 1922 (No. 31) by
Shack, Young & Myers. Garber was a small town Oklahoma storekeeper who struck it rich
in the 0il fields and moved to Seattle. The image of the Shavian manor as the rich
man's castle persisted in this last grandiose example of the style to be built in the
district.

Other distinguished houses in the district display the order and symmetry of a more
classical tradition. The restrained formality of the R. D. Merrill House (No. 29),
both in its pedimented, classically detailed street facade and in its carefully planned
formal garden with Doric-columned pergola, is unusual and contrasts with the more gen-
erally picturesque character of the district. The new-Georgian graciousness of the
Brownel1-Bloedel House (No. 5) is given a peculiarly northwest treatment by its cladding
of dark-stained shingles. Orignially, the Chapin-Eddy House (No. 45) was stylistically
much in the vein of the Brownell-Bloedel House, but was extensively altered in 1920

by large additions and resurfacing and appears now as an imposing and massive block
relieved by fine mouldings and decorative spandrels featuring swags in Tow relief.

The Samuel Hill House (No. 1) displays little subtlety in its classical allusions

and no delicacy of detail, but attains stature by its strong cubic statement of form
and its highly unusual reinforced concrete construction.

Other early houses in the essentially residential portion of the large northern section
of the district range from the Victorian exuberance of the angled bays and spindle work
of the Bower-Semple House of 1890 (No. 55) to the northwest treatment of a Prairie School
design in the J. T. McVay House of 1910 (No. 49). In the mid-1920's, the stuccoed and
tile-roofed Spanish style Hacienda Apartments (No.s 66-67) were built at the westernmost
point of the bluff, followed by the picturesque Tudor Apartment houses of Fred Anhalt
(No.s 77-79) along the upper end of Belmont Avenue. The Roy Street group of institutional
buildings was also completed in the 1920's. Each has its own distinctive character --
the 1ight colored imposing mass of the modified Spanish style Cornish School, the proud
replication of Mt. Vernon presented by the D.A.R. building, and the simple three-story
brick block of the Woman's Century Club -- and they stand in marked contrast to each other
at the intersection of Roy Street and Harvard Avenue. The adjacent Loveless Building

of 1931 (No. 85), with its gabled brick facade, small paned shop windows and charming
interior courtyard, brought an intimate scale and picturesque quality to this more
commercially oriented southeastern corner of the district.
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In each decade since the 1930's (except the 1970's) a few buildings have been added
within the district's boundaries -- houses here and there on vacant lots in the
residential section, and apartment blocks along the southwestern edge. Yet none of
them detracts from the historic character of the neighborhood, and several contribute,
through compatible landscaping, to the consistent overall quality of the district.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—_prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning X landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation —law —__science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____economics ____literature —___scuipture

___1600-1699 _X__ architecture _X_ education ___ military X _ social/

——1700-1799 ____ art —___engineering —_ music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ____ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy . theater

X_ 1900~ _—___ communications —— industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
___invention . ____ other (specify)

Specific dates circa 1900-1930 Builder/Architect Multiple

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

GENERAL STATEMENT

The Harvard-Belmont Historic District is significant to the City of Seattle as a well-
preserved, essentially residential neighborhood which retains its individual identity
as an area of fine homes built by the city's leading financiers, industrialists,
merchants, and businessmen in the early years of the Twentieth Century. The largest
number of its residences were constructed between 1905 and 1910, and more than half

of the total buildings within district boundaries date from the first decade of the
century. The lively eclecticism and high quality of these houses gives the district
an architectural integrity and visual continuity, while the commercially venturesome
and socially prominent families who settled there impart a sense of the historical
context during Seattle's most dynamic period of growth.

A second surge of building activity in the 1920's brought distinctive apartment groups
and important institutional buildings to the southern edge of the district, which none-
theless retained its essentially residential character. The area today remains a
prestigious neighborhood of well-maintained homes, carefully tended gardens, tree-
shaded streets, open vistas, and picturesque natural features.

EARLY DEVELOPMENT

Venerable names in Seattle's history are associated with the early development of the
area. The land was owned partly by David Denny, of one of the City's founding families,
partly by Sarah Yesler, wife of Henry who built the first sawmill, and by John Leary,

an early day mayor. The four additions which are included within district boundaries
were platted between 1882 and 1892. The land had, of course, all been logged by then,
and it was a barren wasteland which met the eyes of any prospective purchaser of a lot,
though the site -- on a high bluff overlooking Lake Union -- appealed to some. Several
wood-frame one and one-and-one-half story houses were built during these early years
prior to 1900, and a few of them remain.

Most men of wealth, however, had been building their mansions on First Hill, the first
residential development on the fringe of the commercial center. But now some were

looking further afield. The Ferry-Leary Land Company owned extensive acreage on

Capitol Hill (just north of the district), and both families planned to build houses

"in the country." H. C. Henry, a railroad builder and a powerful force in Seattle's
financial community, already had a house in Phinney's Addition. When it burned, he

had a new and sumptuous manor built in "modified Elizabethen style," and the Daily Bulletin

of February 8, 1901, reported that "no money will be spared in making this residence as
handsome as any on the west coast." Henry's presence on the hill was undoubtedly in-
strumental in attracting others of 1ike means and ability to the area, and his choice

of architectural expression may also have influenced the large number of eclectic Shavian
houses which were constructed there in the next decade.
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Most of the men who purchased property near Henry on the west slope of the hill were
established businessmen, successful entrepreneurs, leaders in the rapidly developing
commerce and industry of the city. Though a few were in their thirties, most had
reached a position of prominence by the gradual acquisition of power and wealth and were
in their middle years -- forties and fifties -- when they had their fine residence built.
And though a few had been born poor farmboys and were thus self-made men, most had
college degrees, belonged to the fashionable clubs, were presidents of their companies
or banks and sat on the board of others. A large number had come west around 1890,

soon after Washington became a state, had developed the opportunities which awaited them,
and were well established when Seattle entered its great period of growth in the first
decade of the century.

The greatest number and the most sumptuous of the mansions were built between 1905 and
1910. The architects of these houses ranged from the fashionable easterner, Charles A.
Platt, to the locally respected Carl F. Gould. Like their clients, many had been educated
in the east and some, like Gould and E. F. Champney, had graduated from the Ecole des
Beaux Arts in Paris. James E. Blackwell, primarily an engineer, built his own house on
Harvard Avenue, though the residences designed by his firm, Blackwell & Baker, have
more grace and character. Splendid examples of the English country house -- somehow
appropriate now that mature landscaping has replaced the original barren plots -- were
designed by the firms of Cutter & Malmgren, Somervell & Cote, and the Beezer Brothers.
Less grand but no less fine are smaller residences by a newly arrived California archi-
tect, Francis H. Perkins, and a young protege of Frank Lloyd Wright, Andrew Willatzen.

During this same period, the crown of Capitol Hill, a few blocks to the east, was

being rapidly developed by James A. Moore. He platted and improved large tracks of

land and hundreds of houses were built in his "streetcar suburb." The Harvard-Belmont
area had its streetcar 1line, too, which ran up Broadway and jogged east one block at
Prospect Street. But most of the wealthy residents had their own means of transportation.
Mrs. C. J. Smith is reported to have had one of the earliest electric cars. H. C. Henry
was one of the first members of the infant Automobile Club of Washington and had a five-
car garage with chauffeur's quarters upstairs erected on his property, though he still
kept a horse for many years and rode it over the trails on Capitol Hill. Most of the
other large houses had separate garages to accommodate both automobiles and drivers.
Some of these were built behind the house, on the lower side of the slope and facing
another street. The R. D. Merrill garage (1909) supports a classical pergola which
forms the central backdrop of the formal garden terraced above. 0. W. Fisher built a
one-car garage with his house in 1913, but his son added a three-bay garrage and
chauffeur's quarters below the Fisher properties in 1924.

THE 1920's

Provisions for sheltering automobiles was accepted practice by the 1920's when several
apartment complexes were developed on the western and southern edges of the district.

In 1925 the Hacienda Apartments provided eight two-car concrete garages for its 18 units.
Fred Anhalt, who built three apartment houses in the district, was the first in the

city to construct underground parking facilities. His buildings were especially
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noteworthy for their innovative plans, individual appointments and high level of crafts-
manship. Rejecting long, dark interior corridors, Anhalt provided several entrance
towers with circular staircases leading to one or a small group of apartments. This
scheme was especially well adapted to his stylistically English and Norman derived
forms. The use of variable hued bricks, shake roofs, slate fireplaces, plank flooring,-
and hand-hewn beams added charm and distinction to his popular apartment complexes,

and allowed them to blend well with the dominant picturesque character of the single-
family residential area to the north.

While the Anhalt and other apartment buildings were somewhat larger in scale than the
surrounding houses, they were still residential in character. In 1921, Nellie Cornish
introduced something new to the area. Seven years earlier she had opened the Cornish
School of Music, giving piano lessons in a small rented room on Capitol Hill. Enroll-
ment grew as her concept of teaching all the arts in an integrated fashion became
accpeted. With the help of prominent members of Seattle's society, she raised enough
funds to construct a school building at Roy Street and Harvard Avenue to house the
1,000 pupils who learned music, art, drama, painting and much more from the gifted
teaching she brought to the city. However, the neighbors were not pleased and deemed
the school "a public nuisance" because of the noise. But the school remained and became
an accepted and much appreciated leader in the cultural life of the city.

There was protest, too, when the Woman's Century Club built its three-story brick
building across Roy Street in 1925, but that also passed. This southern arm of the
historic district is quite different in use, economics, and scale, but is still an
integral part of the vital heritage of the area. In contemplating this border group
of buildings -- the mellowed Anhalt and Loveless apartment buildings, the severely
colonial D.A.R. building, and the Woman's Century Club -- Roger Sale wrote in 1976:

It is one of the finest sequences of buildings on a street in Seattle,
and, as one walks past the others and comes on The Cornish School, one
sees that for all the changes that have taken place since 1920, the
essence of the neighborhood is still there, the site for the school

is still right, Miss Cornish correct in thinking her school would not
destroy the residential quality.

And so the district remains today -- a testimony to the men and women who built the
houses, created the businesses and industries of the region, and shaped the destiny
of the city.
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(Verbal Boundary Description and justification)

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries of the proposed historic district are the result of a three-year
study by the Seattle Office of Urban Conservation, in conjunction with the
Harvard-Belmont community, of the residential area between Highland Avenue on

‘the north, Broadway on the east, Roy Street on the south, and the western bluffs
of Capitol Hill on the west. The chosen boundaries coincide exactly with those
established for the Harvard-Belmont Landmark District by the Landmark Preservation
Board of the City of Seattle.

The proposed northwest and northern boundaries reflect the topography of the
western bluff of Capitol Hill. The proposed eastern boundary takes in those
portions of streets and blocks containing the greatest concentration of Category
I buildings, and excludes groups of lesser historical and architectural interest
along Broadway and east of Broadway. A large area between the main body of the
district and the Roy Street extension has been left out, because its inclusion
would dilute the quality of the district, reducing Category I properties from

70 percent to 29.5 percent, and increasing Category III properties from 10 to

51 percent. The Belmont Avenue and Roy Street extension to the main body of

the district contains a significant number of Category I apartment and institu-
tional buildings, as well as providing a quality streetscope that serves as a
natural route of entry into the district from the Broadway shopping area. The
proposed southern and southeastern boundaries mark the transition to the denser
multiple-unit residential and commercial areas of Capitol Hill.



#10 - Verbal Boundary Description

Harvard-Belmont Historic District R/W 8040
King County, Washington

Beginning at the northeast corner of Lot 10, Block 33,
Supplemental Plat of A. Pontius Addition, as recorded in Volume 8,
of King County Plats, Page 39; which is the point of beginning;
thence south along the east line of said Lot .10 and Lot 9 to the
southeast corner of Lot 9, said Block 33; thence west along the
south line of Lot 9 to the east mérgin of Harvard Avenue East;
thence north along said’east margin to the south margin of East
Roy Street; thence west along the south margin and margin extended
of East Roy Street to the intersection of the southwest margin of
Belmont Avenue East extended; thence northwesterly along said
southwest margin and margin extended of Belmbnt Avenue East to
the northwest margin of Bellevue Place East extended; thence
northeast along the northwest margin and margin extended of
Bellevue Place East to the west margin of Summit Avenue East;
thence north along the west margin of Summit Avenue East to the
most easterly corner of Lot 3, Block 17, East Park Addition,
as recorded in Volume 8, of King County Plats, page 83; thence
Northwest along the northeasterly line of said Lot 3, a distance
of 55.93 feet; thence southwest parallel with the southeast line
of said Lot 3 a distance of 80.83 feet; thence northwesterly at
right angles a distance of 49.66 feet; thence southwesterly at
right angles a distance of 10.14 feet; thence northwesterly at

right angles to the southeast line of Lot 5, of said Block 17;



R/W 8040

thence southwest along the southeast line of said Lot 5 to
the northeast margin of Belmont Avenue East; thence northwest
along said northeast margin of Belmont Avenue East to the
intersection of the southeasterly margin of Lakeview Boulevard
East; thence northeast along the southeast margin of Lakeview
Boulevard East to the most westerly corner of Lot 9, of said
Block 17; thence southeast along the southwest line of said
Lot 9; to the southernmost corner of said Lot 9; thence
northeasterly along the southeasterly line of Lots 9, 10, 11,
and 12, to the easterly corner of said Lot 12; thence north- -
westerly along the northeast line of said Lot 12 to the south-
easterly margin of East Prospect Street; thence northeast to
the intersection of the north margiﬁ of East Prospect Street
and the northwest margin of Summit Avenue East; thence north-
easterly and southeasterly along said margin of Summit Avenue
East to the west margin of Boylston Avenue East; thence east
to the east margin of Boylston Avenue East; thence north élong
said east margin to the northwest corner of Lot 12, as platted,
Block J, Phinney's Addition as recorded in Volume 1, of King
County Plats, Page 175; thence east along the north line and
line extended of said Lot 12 to the northeast corner of Lot 13,
as platted, Block I, said Phinney's Addition; thence south along
the east lot line and line extended to the northeast corner of

Block B, said addition;
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thence west along the south margin of East Highland Drive
to the east margin of Harvard Avenue East; thence south along
said east margin to the northwest corner of Lot 8, Block B, of
said Phinney's Addition; thence east along the north line of
said Lot 8 to the northeast corner of said Lot 8; thence south
along the east line of Lots 8, 9, and 10, to the southeast
corner of said Lot 10; tﬁence east along the south line of
Lot 15, said Block B, a distance of 35 feet; thence at right
angles south 35 feet; thence east, parallel to said south line
of Lot 15, to the west margin of Broadway East; thence south
along said west margin to the north margin of East Prospect
Street; thence east along said north margin and margin extended
to the southeast corner of Lot 12, Block C, said Phinney's
Addition; thence south to the northeast corner of Lot 12, Block 5,
Sarah B. Yesler's lst Addition as recorded in Volume 2, of
King County Plats, Page 31; thence south along the east lines of
Lot 12, 11 and 10, said Block 5 to the southeast corner of said
Lot 10; thence west along the south line of said Lot 10 to the
east line of Broadway East; thence continuning west to the
southeast corner of Lot 15, Block 4, of said Yesler's Addition;
thence continue west along the south line of said Lot 15 to the
southwest corner thereof; thence south along the east lines of

Lot 1 through 9 inclusive of Block 4 to the north margin of



R/W 8040

of said Lot 2; thence east along said south line and south line

extended to the east margin of Belmont Place East; thence south
along said east margin to a point 20 feet north of the southwest
corner of Lot 5, Block 1, said East Park Addition; thence east
parallel to the south line of said Lot 5 to th; east margin of
Boylston Avenue East and the northwest corner of Lot 7, Block 2,
of before-mentioned Yesler's lst Addition;

thence south along the west margin of said Block 2 to the
southwest corner of Lot 3,-said Block 2; thence easterly along
the south lines of Lots 3 and 22, said Block 2, to the west
margin of Harvard Avenue East; thence continuing easﬁerly to the
southwest corner of Lot 3, Block 3, said Yesler's 1st Addition:
thence easterly along the south line said Lot 3, to the southwest
corner Lot 22, said Block 3; thence north along the west line
of said Lot 22 to the northwest corner of Lot 22; thence easterly
along the north line Lot 22 to the west margin of Broadway East;
thence south along said margin to the north margin of East Roy
Street as established by Ordinance 10065; thence south to the

point of beginning.



814 E. Highland Drive (1908-1909)
Samuel Hill House
Architect: Hdrnb]ower & Marshall

Lots 11, 12, 13, 14; Block I; Phinney's Addition; and portion of vacated
Harvard Avenue E.

Current Owner: Mrs. Theodore Plestcheeff
814 E. Highland Drive
Seattle, Washington 98102

Status: Primary Structure
Listed on National Register of Historic Places

A large residence, square in plan (50' x 50'), originally consisting of
a two-level basement, two living floors, and a roof garden. Noteworthy
for its reinforced concrete construction. Cement veneer scribed to
simulate fine masonry jointing. Restrained use of classical details,
such as unfluted corner pilasters and undecorated entablature, do much
to relieve the blocky form and plain surfaces. Regular fenestration

on all elevations, except for the central bay of south facade facing

E. Highland Drive which is modestly highlighted by a bay window on both
stories, separated by a plain spandrel and recessed within a typical
enframement. Poured-in-place balustrade of austere design encircles the
main block and an entrance porch at the southwest corner. Built-up roof
is supported by 24" plate girders and is composed of several layers of
various materials under a loam and sod surface. Comprehensive internal
remodeling of 1937 made separate living quarters of upper and lower
stories and added a penthouse on the roof.

Samuel Hi1l was 44 years old and already well established in his father-
in-law James J. Hill's railroad empire when he came to Seattle in 1901.
The completion of J. J. Hill's Great Northern Railroad line from Lake
Superior to Puget Sound in 1893 brought prospects of increased commercial
opportunities and Sam Hill, already president of Seattle Gas & Electric
Company, shifted his interests from Minneapolis to the northern Pacific
Coast. By means of shrewd real estate investments and assorted profitable
enterprises, he secured his personal fortune and then proceeded to work
for the establishment of a viable system of market roads and highways for
motor traffic. He pursued these efforts for the rest of his 1ife, and is
best remembered for his association with the "good roads" movement. Hill
also made innumerable trips abroad, beginning in his Great Northern Rail-
road days and continuing through the First World War, when he traveled for
war relief programs. He became acquainted with nobility as readily as he
mixed in business and engineering circles. Among his most celebrated
friendships were those with Crown Prince Albert, later King of Belgium,
and Queen Marie of Romania. By his own account, it was for the sake of
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entertaining the Belgian heir apparent that Hill constructed his home in
Seattle. Designs in the neo-Classical style were provided by the noted
Washington, D.C. firm of Hornblower & Marshall. It was undoubtedly Hill
himself who insisted on the use of reinforced concrete, unusual for resi-
dential construction and unique for this purpose in the Northwest at that
time.

The extensive remodeling of the interior and the addition of a penthouse to

the roof in the 1930's were carried out under the direction of a respected
local architect, J. Lister Holmes.
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1201 Harvard Avenue E. (1902)
Wilkin House

Lots 13, 14, 15; Block J; Phinney's Addition; and portions of vacated
E. Highland Drive and vacated Harvard Avenue E.

Current owner: Herbert B. Hall
1201 Harvard Avenue E.
Seattle WA 98102

Status: Primary Structure

A two-story, wood-frame house of six rooms, with separate one-car garage
of later vintage. Irregular rectangular plan measuring approximately 25'
x 36'. Irregular hipped roof now covered with composition shingles.
Short two-story wing at northeast corner has gabled roof and boxed cornice
with returns. Boxed eaves with brackets and decorative frieze on both
main block and porch. Exterior is sheathed in 4" Tapped cedar siding
between cornerboards. Windows mostly of double-hung single-light sash;
some leaded and beveled glass remains. Large oval window with decorative
frame adorns upper story of south facade. Original wrap-around veranda
on south, east, and north elevations was partially enclosed in 1930's,
leaving entry porch on south. Large view deck added on west side in
1960's.

John M. Wilkin and Samuel W. Wilkin were the original owners of the house.
They were listed as carpenters in the 1901 City Directory and may have
built the house themselves. During the first decade of the century they
worked for Tumber companies and building contractors, and Samuel became

a partner in one of the latter firms. They also briefly established a

real estate office, Wilkin & Wilkin. After 1911 only Samuel, now an
independent building contractor, resided in the house with his wife.
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1157 Harvard Avenue E. (1938)
Architect: William J. Bain

N 30' of Lots 1 & 24; Block A; Phinney's Addition; and portion of
vacated E. Highland Drive adjoining

Current Owner: Walter F. Clark
1157 Harvard Avenue E.
Seattle, Wa 98102

Status: Secondary structure

A one and one-half story, wood frame house of eleven rooms. Slightly
irregular L-shaped plan measuring approximately 52' x 48', including a
garage in the lower story of the east wing. Concrete foundation enclos-
ing partial basement. Exterior is faced partially with stone and partial-
ly with 10" split cedar siding. Gable roof covers main body of house,
with the gable roof of east wing abutting it at a Tower level. East
facade has small recessed porch, window bay under eaves, gabled dormer,
and large rectangular window with diamond patterned glass above garage
door. House is nicely sited below Tow stone retaining wall, with front
yard informally landscaped with trees and large shrubs. Rear of house
has an unobstructed view to the west.

Built during the Depression, the house nonetheless exhibits qualities
which made William J. Bain a respected architect during his manyyears
of practice in Seattle. Careful siting, use of Northwest materials, and
attention to detail enable this unpretentious residence to stand above
most period houses of the same ea. Bain began his practice in Seattle
in the 1920's and was one of the founders of the eminently successful
firm of Naramore, Bain, Brady & Johanson, now one of the largest in the
city.
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1147 Harvard Avenue E. (1907)
Charles J. Smith House
Architect: Cutter & Malmgren (Carl Nuese)

lots 1 & 24 (1éss N 30' thereof); all of Lots 2, 3, 22 & 23; and
N 30' of Lots 4 & 21; Block A; Phinney's Addition

Current owner: Episcopal Diocese of Olympia: 1551 10th Avenue, E.
Seattle, WA 98102
Status; Primary structure

A large, two and one-half story mansion of 17 rooms with attached three-
car garage. Concrete foundation; brick veneer exterior with cut stone
door and window surrounds, lintels, label mouldings, quoins, and copings.
Gable roof with gabled wall dormers. A short intersecting wing forms a
large gable-end facade toward the street, enframing a two-story window
composition of multi-paned leaded sash between stone mullions with decorat-
ive spandrels. One centrally placed multiple-flue brick chimney; another
on south elevation. Brick and stone wall with hedges at property line on
Harvard Avenue. Extensive mature landscaping.

Both of Charles J. Smith's grandfathers were English, and perhaps this ac-
counts in part for his inclination to build a residence in the Shavian

style of a large English manor house when he had attained a position of
wealth and eminence. Smith was 53 years old when he commissioned the

house on Harvard Avenue and he had accomplished a great deal since his birth
in Kentucky in 1854, Growing up in Kansas City, he graduated from a small
college in I1linois, and began his business career as a clerk in the mech-
anical department of a midwestern railroad line. Progressive advancements
led to positions of greater responsibility with other railroads, until he
eventually became manager of both the Oregon Railroad & Navigation Company
and the Oregon Improvement Company in Portland. Moving to Seattle, he
quickly established himself as one of the leaders in the business community,
becoming president of the Dexter Horton Trust and Savings Bank (a forerunner
of Seattle-First National Bank) and an officer of several other diverse com-
panies. He served for about twenty years as vice president and trustee of
the Chamber of Commerce and was active in planning for the Alaska-Yukon-
Pacific Exposition.

As architects for his manorial residence, Smith chose the Spokane firm of
Kirtland K. Cutter and Karl G. Malmgren, noted for their high-style houses
built for wealthy clients and designers of the prestigious Rainier Club in
Seattle (of which Smith was a member). Carl Nuese was in charge of the
Seattle office of the firm during the construction of the Smith house, but
little is known of him and he died a few years later.

In 1936, the house was purchased by Richard E. Lang, president of National
Grocery Company, a business started by his father, Julius C. Lang, when he
came to Washington from California in 1902. Having visited Haddon Hall

on a trip to England, Lang decided to transform the library and dining room
of the house into accurate reproductions of similar rooms in the great
English manor house. In 1953 Lang presented the house to the Episcopal
Diocese of Olympia for use as the official residence of the bishop, which
it remains to this day.
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1137 Harvard Avenue E. (1910)
Francis H. Brownell - Julius H. Bloedel House
Architect: Carl F. Gould

Lots 5, 6, 19, 20 and S 20' of Lots 4 and 21; Block A; Phinney's
Addition.

Current owner: Lloyd McCracken
1137 Harvard Avenue E.
Seattle, WA 98102

Status: Primary structure

A large, two and one-half story frame residence of 18 rooms with a

separate three-car garage. Shingled hipped roof with large dormer on

west elevation. Exterior sheathed in royal shingles. Well balanced
fenestration of street facade composed of double-hung windows of 6-over-9
lights on first story and 6-over-6 lights on second story. Tall French
doors under an elliptical fan light lead to balustraded balcony above hand-
some porte cochere supported by graceful boxed posts featuring decorative
and latticework spacers. The impressive street facade measures 86' with an
additional one-story enclosed porch at the north. A simple iron fence above
a Tow brick wall marks the property line along Harvard Avenue. Partial re-
modeling of the interior in the early 1960's included the addition of a
fabricated steel beam.

Francis H. Brownell, a native of Rhode Island, received degrees from Brown
University and Columbia Law School and was admitted to the New York bar

in 1890. He came to Washington the same year to represent the Guggenheim
interests, and in 1891 he opened an office in Everett, specializing in com-
mercial and corporation law. Moving to Seattle in 1910, he continued to
practice law, served as an officer of the Everett Timber & Investment Co.,
and, as a director of the National Bank of Commerce, began his long and
close involvement in the development of the city's banking community.

When he returned to New York in 1917, where he became chairman of American
Smelting and Refining Company, he retained his ties to Seattle's financial
community and served as Chairman of Seattle National Bank. Brownell was
sensitive to the city's need for independence from eastern capital, and

he was a key figure in the crucial merger of several major banking houses
in 1929 which formed the Seattle-First National Bank and established enough
stability to weather the Depression.

When Brownell moved to Seattle and purchased property on the prestigious
west slope of Capital Hill between the houses of Charles J. Smith and Horace
C. Henry, it is no surprise that he chose the architect Carl F. Gould to
design his new residence. Gould came from an old New York family, and re-
ceived his degree from Harvard University in 1898, and then spent five
years at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris. Returning to New York, he
worked for McKim, Mead and White, and later for George B. Post. In 1908
Gould came to Seattle, where he practiced independently until 1914, when he
formed a partnership with Charles H. Bebb (see No. 22). In that same year
he established the Department of Architecture at the UNiversity of Washing-
ton and devised the over-all plan for the campus as well as designing
several of its buildings. The firm of Bebb & Gould was noted for its many
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important governmental, institutional, commercial and residential
buildings, while Carl F. Gould himself was active in the architectural
community as well as the business and social life of the city.

When Brownell returned to New York in 1917 his residence was purchased
by Julius H. Bloedel, who resided there for the next 40 years and whose
name is thus firmly associated with the house. Bloedel was born in
Wisconsin of German immigrant parents and came west in 1889 to settle
in Bellingham, Washington. He quickly became involved in logging and
mining operations, and in 1895 he became president of the Fairhaven
National Bank. In 1898 he organized a logging company that grew into
the giant Bloedel-Donovan Lumber Mills, which pioneered the logging of
the Olympic Peninsula after the first World War. Moving to Seattle in
1911, Bloedel served as president of several lumber enterprises, vice
president of National City Bank, and during the war acted as chairman of
the government's Fir Production Board. He was also a director of the
national Chamber of Commerce and remained active in his business until
his 85th birthday in 1949. He resided in the house on Harvard Avenue
until his death in 1957.
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1125 Harvard Avenue E. (1955)

Stimson Bullit House

Architect: Bassetti & Morse

Lots 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18; Block A; Phinney's Addition

Current Owner: Stimson Bullitt
1125 Harvard Avenue E.
Seattle, WA 98102

Status: Tertiary structure

The Bullit house is located on the site of the old H. C. Henry
mansion. It is a one story wood-frame residence composed of two
distinct units: a flat-roofed bedroom wing and a dramatic dayroom
wing covered by a steeply pitched gable roof of corrugated cement-
asbestos with skylights along the ridge. Concrete foundation; par-
tial basement. Exterior walls sheathed with vertical cedar siding.
Large exterior chimney wall of stone on north elevation; living
room fireplace of Swedish granite. House is screened from street
by high Taurel hedge and tall evergreens. High fence of vertical
cedar boards and abundant shrubs line driveway. Mature street
trees along Harvard Avenue also contribute to over-all
landscaping.
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Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15; Block A; Phinney's Addition

Current owner: Stimson Bullitt
1125 Harvard Avenue
Seattle, Wa 98102

Status: Vacant property; primary significance

A Tlarge, undeveloped property, 150' x 200', constituting a private
park to the south of the Bullitt house. Enclosed by a 10' hedge on
east side, with a modern gate at old curb cut on Harvard Avenue; tall
ivy-covered fence on south along Prospect Street. A large central
area of lawn is surrounded by mature conifers and deciduous trees.
The grounds were once part of the H. C. Henry property, and the Henry
stables were once located at the southern edge, off Prospect Street.
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1122 Harvard Avenue E. (1898, 1911)
David H. Jarvis House

Architect: see below

Lot 8, Block B, Phinney's Addition

Current Owner: Stimson Bullitt
1125 Harvard Avenue E.
Seattle, Wa 98102

Status: Secondary structure

A two and one-half story, wood-frame residence, measuring 32' x 43',

with an additional 9' wide one-story porch composed of two enclosed
sunrooms on either side of a recessed entry. Three-story octagonal

tower at northwest corner. Composition shingles cover hipped roof and
pyramidal roof of tower. Exterior walls sheathed in wood shingles. Brick
foundation. Windows are mostly double-hung single-light sash (some are
being altered in present remodeling).

The origins of the house are obscure. It was apparently built in 1898 on

a site about five 1lots to the north of its present location. In 1905 a
permit was requested by Charles A. Peabody and filed by the architectural
firm of Bebb & Mendel (see No. 22) to move the house to its present site.

It is not known if any alterations were made by Bebb & Mendel at this time.
In 1911 the owner, David H. Jarvis, who had lived in the house since about
1907, hired the firm of Blackwell & Baker (see No. 10) to construct a two-
story addition and to alter the older prtion of the house. Five years later
a permit was filed to extend the porch and enclose it with glass. The

house is presently being remodeled.

David H. Jarvis lived in the house for only a few short years, from about
1907 until his death in 1911, but since his exploits accorded him a special
place in the history of the northern Pacific Coast, his name has always been
associated with this Seattle residence. As a young lieutenant he achieved
fame in the winter of 1897-98 by leading a relief party 1800 miles across
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