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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Earth Hotel is located at the corner of Seventeenth Street and Blake Street in the heart
of the Lower Downtown, commercial district
The building was designed in 1882 by notec Denver architect F.C. Eberley. Basically
Victorian in character and detail, the building mixes this style with classical massing,
symmetry and an allusion to classical prog ression of orders from floor to floor. It is four
stories with a rectangular plan which fully covers its 50'xl25 r site. The primary facade is
the 125' Seventeenth Street facade. The ground floor, 18 f -4" from floor to ceiling, is
occupied by the lobby, by commercial space and by some hotel rooms that were added in the
1950 T s. The upper 3 floors are occupied ty the hotel.
The exterior walls are of brick with sand- stone trim. The building is divided into 2 bays 01
the Blake Street side and five bays on the Seventeenth Street side. The bays are delineated
by brick and stone pilasters that become columns at the ground floor. The building is cappec
by a projecting metal cornice.
At the ground floor, changes have occurred over time, but the heavy brick and stone columns
remain in good condition as do the smaller iron columns that further divide each of the bays,
The hotel entrance, located off center in the center bay facing Seventeenth Street, and lobb]
facade were remodeled in 1930-31 within the framework of the original front. The 1930-31
entry has a large quoined semi-circular arch over double doors and side light.
The upper floors of the building follow th e original design of the building although added
layers of paint partially obscure the brie and stone patterning.
The two bays'facing Blake Street arid the two end bays facing Seventeenth follow the same
elaborate design, the first floor has 3 seni-circular arched double hung windows, each
approximately 4 f wide by 9 l high. The second floor has 3 segmental arched double hung
windows which line up over the 1st floor windows. The third floor has 5 flat headed double
hung windows, each about 2 T x7^ f spaced eve [ily across the bay.
•
The center 3 bays facing Seventeenth Stree t are less elaborate in design. The windows follow
the same design at each floor as the outer bays, but there are fewer of them in each bay.
Although the interior has been remodeled s =veral times, the upper floors still retain their
original character with wood panel doors a:id transoms and with high hall ceilings. The lobb]
of the hotel is in perfect 1930 condition, It has a pressed metal ceiling, grained iron
columns, mezzanine overlooking the lobby a:id the'same dark wood check-in desk that was
installed in 1930. In fact so little has changed that a tapestry shown in a 1931 photograph
still remains in its original location.
The building is in structurally sound condition and is planned for restoration^and
mechanical rehabilitation.
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The Earth Hotel conforms to National Register criteria for significance:
The quality of significance in Denver history, architecture and culture is present
in the building.
It possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association.
It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type and period of
construction.
The Earth Hotel, built in 1882, is the oldest continuously operating hotel in Denver.
It is one of the most prominent buildings in the lower downtown district, an area
that has been determined eligible for the National Register.
The hotel is located on Seventeenth Street, an important commercial axis of Denver,
just two blocks up from the lower downtown terminus of the axis,-the Union Station.
The building was built by prominent Denver architect F.C. Eberley, who also designedthe Tivoli Brewery and, many of DenverVs mansions and commercial buildings. Built
in Victorian style, it nevertheless represents the architects knowledge of classical
massing, scale and decoration.
HISTORY
On April 9, 1882, the Rocky Mountain News reported that "Architect Eberley planned
another building for Moritz Earth." The building was built in 1882, possibly with
construction continuing into 1883, as part of a major spurt of growth begun by the
opening of the main part of Union'Passenger .Station on June 1, 1881. Many of the
large brick buildings of Lower Downtown — the Columbia Hotel and the Oxford Hotel,
the Sheridan Building and the Horowitz Building — date from this general period.

Sometime in the late 1880*s, the building was converted from its first-use as a
warehouse to a hotel, the Union Hotel, and in 1892 it was noted in illustrated
Denver: The Queen City of The Plains as being an "elegant brick affair ... with
100 rooms, all well lighted, perfectly ventilated and furnished in the most
elegant and most attractive manner." The hotel did not have the present plan
configuration. It had no ground floor lobby, and had the hotel office and dining
room on the second floor.
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Colorado Manufacturer and Consumer, August 1932.
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Queen City of The Plains, William A. Burbot, 1892.

Rocky Mountain News, April 9, 1892.
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By the end of the century the hotel name had changed to the New Union Hotel. After 1905
it was known as the Elk Hotel and it was listed in Denver Directories in 1921 as the New
Elk. It is improbable that many changes occurred to the building in this period.
Around 1930-31, the hotel was purchased and renovated by M. Alien Earth, son of the
original building owner. The name of the hotel was changed to the Hotel Earth and the
name has remained since. This renovation brought with it the large pleasant lobby that
exists today, and the relocation of the main stair.
The hotel was billed in the Colorado Manufacturer and Consumer, August 1932, as "Denver's
Courtesy Hotel, where the hospitality of the West and the comforts of home prevail."
The article further states that the hotel "retains a residential charm, a quiet atmosphere
of cultured refinement in the midst of the bustling activity of the commercial district
which surrounds it." The lobby had a radio enabling the guests to listen to their
favorite broadcasts and the mezzanine had a cozy living room with an Ampico Chickering
grand piano.
Alien Earth's tenure as owner was brief. The hotel changed hands within a couple of
years and the hotel then began a slow decline. The hotel did not become a skid row hotel,
but it no longer attracted the same class of clientele and it no longer generated the
funds to adequately maintain the building.
As the area around it faded in vitality, the desire for shop space fell and the southeast
section of the building's ground floor, originally 18'4" from floor to ceiling was
broken into two floors for additional hotel rooms.
The building was purchased by the Ecumenical Housing Corporation in May 1980. Plans for
the building include the restoration of the commercial space to its nineteenth century
character.

