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STRUCTURE

The structure being subrni t"ted for consideration 

to the Mationa! Register for Historic Places was constructed 

in 1917 as a dormitorv for the Fergus County Trnp rove-men t 

Corporation and operated until about 1924 as a high school 

do^mi for"1-' untl 1 °conomi ~ condi f 1 ons Forced, "its closi.no. Since 

i Q 9 r i-j- has operated as a hoi:el for hoth transient and 

permanent residents.

Architecturally the building has some very unique 

and pleasing features. It is basically a three story building 

with the first floor being half in the ground. Originally the 

first floor contained, the kitchen, dining room, ironing and 

laundry room, and boiler room for the dormitory. The structure 

was built in two halves. Each being nearly a mirror reflection 

of the other. The southern half was erected in 1917 and the 

TvTor-|-h<->^ n hnl f7 nrnb^hivr in i Qi p. ~ ]Q"!°. Th^ original
.. . ..... _,. __ . , ... •_ . .. . *-,.... i. £.. —— . •-.. V-- ,. ... ^ ......... _/

architectural drawings of +:he Southern half are in the 

Dossossion of nresent owners and are dated September, 1916. 

Wasmansdorff and Eastman of Lewistown were the Architects 

and Engineers for the planning and construction.

T h e b a s i c s t r u c t u r e m e a s u r e s a p n r o x i m. a t e 1 y

90' x 90' outside with a .?0' x 30' light court "In the center. 

The roof is pitched to the exterior of the building and to 

the light court. The court made if possible for each 

dormitorv room to have a window for light and ventilation. 

The second and third floors contained the lobby, a parlor, 

dormitory rooms and community bathrooms. The Provost's office 

and lobby were on the second floor with the parlor being on 

the third floor. Each of the dormitory rooms, measuring 

about 10' x 16', was equipped, with a sin 1: and closet. Many 

of the rooms and bathrooms still contain the original fixtures.



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET STRUCTURE ITEM NUMBER PAGE

STRUCTURE (cont)

The exterior walls and one dividing wall are

of solid brick. The brick is very deep red and was manufactured 

locally from native clay. Tt is probably some of the finest 

masonary material in the Northwest, and is still made in Lowi stown 

A double course of brick laid on edge with the butt exposed., band, 

the structure between the first and second, and between the 

second and third floors. Between windows on the third floor 

are panels of rough painted plaster framed in brick. Above each 

first and second floor window and exterior doors the brick has 

been again laic on edge, butt face out, to form, gentle arches.

The front entry extending from the building

Is a"1 , so of brick appropriately laid with artistic features. 

The twin set of steps to the front entrances are brick, rising 

one-half story to the second floor main lobby entrances. Above 

the entryway on the third floor is a small balcony. The ledge of 

which is trimmed with native sandstone. Two wooden flower boxes 

rest on the sandstone ledge and, as judged from the architects 

drawings, are original. Access to the balcony is through two 

double doors. Ore enters from the parlor, the other from a 

dormitory room.

The eves of the building are very wide being

finished underneath wi.th tongue and groved lumber. The eve is 

blended into the building through wide cove and moldings. The 

origina 1 roof v/as cedar shingles which still exists on Hie light 

court, side. The exterior roof v/as covered with asphalt shingles 

t w e nf v to t w e n t v ~ :iC 1 v ̂ years ago.

All windows and doors in the building are 

th« or-1'gi.na 1 s. The first and second story windows are arched
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at the top. Al] main windows open both top and bottom and are 

counter weighted by window weights. 

Trite ri or?

The interior of the building is of lath and

plaster construction. The hallways, as again judged from the 

architects drawings, are nearly in thei.r original condition with 

the cxcepLion that floors have been carpeted. All hallway woodwork 

is fir, stained dark! and varnished. Doors to the rooms are 

par.eled fir with original house keyed locks common to the period. 

Above each deer is a transom. The entire entry is framed in /!" 

stained fir. A chair rail runs the full length of both sides of the 

hallways. The hallways run around three sides of the structures 

entcrior, starring and returning to the lobby on the second floor 

and bo the perlor on the third floor.

The first floor has been somewhat modified from

the original plar. Tt now contains the owners apartment, hotel 

laundry, various shop areas for maintenance, and the old dinning 

room and kitchen. However it has not been so drastically changed that 

architectural features common to the other two floors and on 

th:2 building plan are not recognizable.

Jome of the dormitory rooms have had private
bathzcomj added in the past - probably around 1930 and in a few cases 

two rooms have been combined to make one. However, many of the 

original dcrni.tcry rooms still exist (about 27). The sinks in 

these rooms are viry unique some being corner mounted and sone 

being enclosed (nounted) on three sides.

Five of the original public bathrooms still 
exist and ?.c best can be judged some contain original stools -ind

tube. Two bnthroomc were converted to showers long ago.
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Much of the woodwork in the rooms has been painted

r loll |. can K C stripped back to its original finish as 'has been done 

ono roorn bv the present owner. Most rooms have carpeting over the 

o-Tninai hardwood. floor. Again the floors can be refiriished to give 

a rich natural look as they are in good condition.

The second and third floors are joined by

two 3 t airwave both, leading from the lobby to the third floor 

r,:p.rlo~. These stairs are now carpeted. Hand rails are still 

ir place. Doors to stairways leading from the second :c loor to

•f-ho -f -• rst have been replaced by fire doors. These are the only 

two doors not originally part, of the building.

Leading from the third floor to the second floor

•is a ver^<r unique fire escape. The bottom oB this escape; is 

r-i^-rrvi -Trd ]in^d with sheet metal f ormi r.a a slide. At the bottom 

o r the si ̂ de is a crash door with the bar mounted so that feet will 

hit it first. Throuah the door one exits to a cement, slab outside 

the rear of the building. This escape is shown on the building

•olans and is entirely original.

The heating plant for the building was

originally a coal fired boiler of which part is still in the 

boiler room. About fifteen years ago this boiler was replaced 

by c- modern gas fired one. Steam from the boiler is piped to 

steam radiators throughout the building. The radiators are 

original. There are three brick chimneys in the rear of the 

building. Yet there is only one boiler room. One chimney served 

th e 1 : i t c h e n wh <? n only half the bu i 1 d i n g w as c omp 1 e t e d and 

occupied. The second was where the boiler room also was located. 

The third i. s for the boiler when the second half was completed. 

and serves the present boiler.
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Overall the building is much as ii: was

constructed back in 1917. Some modification has been made to 

accomodate modern plumbing and some redecoration has been 

done to rrtalie the interior more attractive. However, the exterior 

is in its original shape. Condition wise the overall structure 

is extremely sound and in fair to excellent condition on the 

interior. With a little effort and expense it could be a first 

class structure. However, without needed attention it. could 

rapidly deteriorate as so many older hotels have in the past 

tv7enfvr or so "<r ears.

The bu5.ld.ing has been and still is a

landmark in the State and many people still remember it as 

a dormitory. However these people constitute a passing 

generation and. it would be a shame to forget the role this 

structure has played in the local and state history. 

Therefore it is believed that the building warrents inclusion 

in the National Register of Historic Places.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Criterion A
The Fergus County Improvement Corporation Dormitory was built

during 3. period of nroat prosperity and growth in Cent. ran Montana. 

In 189° the Montana State Legislature recognized, the great 

distances that, separated its people and passed legislation 

er tabl i shi.ng free county schooling for all of hi.gh school age 

students. The cost of this was to be supported through county 

taxation and administered through county government. The 

Homestead Acts of 1901 and 3.912 provided for 320 acres of land 

with a trr-ree year waiting' period rather than the nrevious 160 

acres and. five years. By 3.908 the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul 

and Pactfic Railroad had pushed its way into the center of the 

State and construction of a mainline of the Great Northern 

Railway was started east of Lcwistown.

Everything was right for strong economic growth. Mew land 

was available arid fortunes could be made in agriculture. 

Transportation for goods was available between Western arid Eastern 

markets and people began to arrive by the thousands. It is 

estimated that between 70,000 ^nd 30,000 new homesteaders came 

to Central and Eastern Montana between 1903 and 1919. Under the 

1.399 Montana County Schools Act progress had already begun on 

the establishing and improving the centralized high school system 

within Central Montana. However, the influx of new people into 

the area caused even greater acceleration fro:;: 1908 to 1919.

Schools were not the only need. Fergus County encompassed 

a very large area and it was the responsibility of Fergus County 

Government, of v/hich Lcwistown is the seat, to provide a High 

School education to its residents. Because of the vast distances, 

moving young people from ranches and surrounding small er tov-ns on a
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daily uasis was impossible. In 191G Frank I... Cummings, the new 
p_"f ncJpal of Fergus County High School proposed to the local 
Chamber of Commerce that funds be aDprooriatcd for bullcin'"' a 
Vj-* /-.-T-i ,-.—iqQ/-^ 1 /-iQi—JTI-i tor17'. T--To rind ^^. ^^ oda^tt O~F ^h :° Cba^o^r ^'•'^re 

r>n -f-hof": T^d to '"o ab^ad wl th the ororso^a"1 . because R.I 1 >~^ /"< o rTr'.1 z°d, .^ A- .--„,.! • ^ ^ .^. - •-. , V _.. __ .^ - .__ ^ „ .. £.. ,,, .. ... . J , -_- . .^ _ ——— -,,.. .^. , , .^ ... __. ^J . ., - .,

the* r.'~^^- !^ for se.ch B. fcic.I.litv, ThG Feroi^s Coiintv Trnnrovervent

'/as formed and archi tocfural ^l ans ^~or the new f ac^ 1 i tv 

were started ?" n late 191.G, Construction of the Dorm! torv began 

sho-.~t.lv thereafter. (1917)

The land on. which the Dormitory stands was deeded to 

WT 1 n ', am R W-^ods 'r rom C^orrie M StafFrv~d on Febru^rv 6 1 Q 00" J" '" ' """ '"" ' ' '••*->>.-->,.' -• -- •-- * - _1 ^,. - >-..• -- -, v- .•__,.._ -,.-* *. J, . j^ ^. J ..... .../ ../ ^

(Boo1 : 13, pages 392 and 591, Deeds of Record) and is recorded as 

lots 11 and 12 ef Stafford Additton Number 3, Lewistown, Fergus 

County, Montana. Woods in turn sold the lots to the Fergus County 

Improvement Corporation on March 2</! , 191.7. (Book G7, page 51, 

Deeds of Pecord Fergus County). Because earlier attempts by 

Counts Management had. fa.ll.ed in raisino monev for construction 

O-F ^ dormi.torv throuoh bonding it was decided to nroceed usi.no 

a private corporation. - the Fergus County Improvement. Corporation.

^he ^ergus County Improvement Corporation was established 

on September 9, 1916 its prime function to raise capital and build, 

the much needed dormitory. Officers were B. F. Stack, Samuel 

Philips, J. F. Woodard, Fred Warren, and N. M. Walker (Art.lclo 

of Incorporation Mo* GG, Records of Incorporation, Fergus County, 

Lewistovn). The corporation was impowered to issue 300 shares 

of stock at. 1100 per share. At the time of incorporation 118

As mentioned, under the structure section the facility was 

built in two parts. The South half :p irst and then sometime 

later the North half. This build.inq served many students.
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The sHid^nfs paid a fee (around $1.8) for board and room. Those 

who could not afford this elaborate amount worked, off their keep 

in the dining room, tending the boiler and doing other jobs 

around, the facility. Rumor has it that the first hal-F of the 

building was used, first as a boys dormitory. For certain

the second half was built it was used as a girls only 

or n-' w" th th~ bovs beinq housed elsewhere in town.
*" ~L ~£ -^

Py 192? the 70,000 to 80,000 homesteaders and land seekers 

had dwindled to about 20,000. The United States had gone 

through tho " VTar to End All Wars" and many who had tried to 

make their living in this hard, land did not return to Central 

and Eastern Montana. Even 320 acres wasn't enough. Py 1925 

Central Montana agriculture had failed because of drought and 

grasshopper infestation. Many banks in the area failed and. 

hard earned funds and tax monies were lost as a result. The 

Fergus County High School also lost their funds in these bank 

failures. On August 21, 1925, it was reported by the school 

a, d m i n i s t r a t:'. o n t hat Fergus High v; a s broke and the d o r m. i t o r y 

w o u 1 d h a. v c t o b e c 1. o s e d .

The dormitory was finally sold to Mrs. Emma Marsh on 

March 2P, 10 28. Mr. Fred. P. Warren and. Mr. Prooke Hartman, 

President and Secretary, represented the Fergus County Development 

Corporation at the final transaction. ^or all practical 

purposes this ended the formal operation of the Fergus Hjgh 

S ch oo1 D orm i tory.

'"rs. Marsh, with the he.lp of her husband George, converted 

the dor mi t or"-' to a Hotel and named it the Calvert. Over the 
^-^v-4-. A/ _ r-.p^ v•-".r>:•• r ( n e28^1 ̂ ^9) that Mrs. Marsh owned and operated 

the 11 o t e 1 ni a n y 1 m. p r o v e m e n t s w e r e m a d e . P r i v a t e bathrooms w e r e

added to about half (2G) o^ the dormitory rooms. Tn. a few 
cases 4:wo rooms wore combined to make one large room.
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Hoo.y.s were refurnished, painted and redecorated. Tnspite of 

\.ha fact the building was now a hotel and not a dormitory, it 

ztill maintained much of the dormitory atmosphere* Many people 

lived in the Calvert for years on a monthly basis and dined 

in th^ excellent eating facility, which was the dormitory 

dini.ig ^rea, tliaL the Marsh's had converted into ?n superb 

wu..ll ^aov/n restaurant.

The llarshs recognized that the area needed a dormitory 

for hiy^ school agu students, and m\uij' young men o.nd womun 

worked foi thair l:oep at tha Cclvcrt dually the luny Iloiitrina 

wliitez ...oi'iLhs when it v;^.s impossible to travel from farm to 

IIi'._h ^choc/I Zciiiy* *iud'i as was ionc in the Dormitory days, 

they i^r.cd c^ mcids, janitors, night clerics and ma.lntar'cnco 

people for the rhinco to cont".n.M< their needed od^crtion. 

e Morshs co^'Mod vrlling to empJoy and ''vntch over t^or ^'••cjn 

^ -*inz-y usually "**:n^ ? r?gul^.r sbiff r"o^ ^ost of thos^

tirrz* ^^-'.?'iy ^-cwicto'w'ri yon^j men"" irM v/omon '/F'rc .*"irst
")^rcz\] .1.^ ,.^^1^,^^^^ under t.ho e?\

Th? C^l"'^^^^ Hotel hnr? ?crv?d Centra] Montan?;n*r "r:71 

o-"/^^ itn 'v':"t^''"''hv'r'' y?ar history. T^ony 7ocn] pcop^.o still
v.'h'"'r'. "^ ^ "•?r^'"c^^ n.r thn n^.r] c dorn^ toj"^^ for Foir^uf? 

. "r^*r not unco^^on today to hn.^o a gucct" who

cn c^o ns n young ?ady, or he ns n yoi.ing gontTcmr.?-) 

co7r"t''v:i n. young lac!y who ]ivcd ir Th? Dorm'tory. f^ony o. guont 

or ^or^] r::sfdcrt h^s conm?ntod, T •vorkor? there as wnitrcn?, 

r "T!.'.r\ jo.r/tot, n:'ght clerk or attended the boiler nt right

_ f^arsh. S^es^er from all area.? of tho country have

s^:ay'.rg there for ten, twenty or thirty years. 
nt res^. dents had their firnt introduction to
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Lev/isto-wn uhile staying at the Calvert waiting to f^nd a 

rer^anent hone. Area club members such as Kiwanis, Optimists, 

i^tr. remember meetings at the Calvert as it served as the hub 

of social activity, and many remember fine meals served in 

the dining room*
O^er?"!]. the Calvert has been a very historic and 

memorable landmark in the State and County. Tt has ployed 

? very Important role through prosperity, var and depression 

,znd is '/.'orthy of consideration for inclusion in the National 

Register of Historic Places*
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