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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nichelini Winery, a vernacular structure reflecting the Italian Swiss heritage

of its owner- builder, Anton Nichelini, is stepped into the steep hillside to the

east of Sage Canyon Road. Unaltered in design, the first level of the square three
story building is of native cut stone quarried locally. Built'in 1890 as a wine cellar,
there is a wide central door in the east elevation with a segmental arch and radiating
stones. Two rectangular windows flank the doorway with simple flat lintels and sills.
Quoins are at the corners.,

The second and third floors, completed by 1896, are of frame in a cross-axial plan,and
served as the residence of the Nichelini family. The second level, at road level,opens
directly unto Sage Canyon Road. Siding of the second level is vertical board-and-
batten. Rectangular windows with two-over-two double-hung sash have molded trim
with shouldered lintels. Windows are paired in the east and west facades on the
second level. The third level has narrow horizontal siding. Windows are two-over-
two double hung sash with plain molding. A cross-gabled roof has a plain boxed cornice
with frieze and returns suggesting the Greek Revival style. Note also the decorative
gable pattern of diagonal and vertical boards. One story porches on the second level
in the northwest and southwest corners are original with plain square posts and shed
roof. Entrance to the residence is on the second level at the northwest corner off

Sage Canyon Road through a single four-panel door.

To the north of the Winery/Residence is a frame building also stepped into the hillside,
which is part of the present winery. Resting on a native fieldstone foundation, the
rectangular 2 1/2 story building has vertical board-and-batten siding. The second
level, entered directly from Sage Canyon Road, has a gabled roof sloping into a shed
roof with a central projecting gable in the west facade.

This narrow and winding section of Sage Canyon with the Road, access to the Winery,
the steep hillside, stone terracing and steps and Sage Creek below, remains in
appearance much as it did in the 1890s when the Winery was built, though trees now
shelter the buildings. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nichelini Winery epitomizes the small owner-built and family-run winery ,typical of the
late 19th century in Napa County which remains in operation today in a setting little changed
since it was built in 1890. The 19th century winery equipment, including the primitive lever
press remains on the site, giving a unique glimpse of a 19th century working winery. Napa
County had approximately 200 wineries in operation at the height of its early viticultural
period in the late 19th century; the majority run by single families. Anton Nichelini, a native
of Switzerlard ,owner and builder of the Winery in 1890, was one of many Swiss,Italian,
German and French immigrants who exerted a strong influence upon the wine industry in
Napa County and who left their mark in the fine craftsmanship in stone found throughout

the County.

The vernacular influence of the European heritage is evident in structures such as this
unaltered stone winery with its residence above. A common design in Europe, only a few
such winery-residences were built in Napa County, primarily by European immigrants.
Anton Nichelini homesteaded this tract of land in 1884. In addition to planting vineyards,
he also developed small mines on the property which is in a region of Napa County known
for its quicksilver mines. The first Swiss settler in the area, his was the first wine cellar
in Sage Canyon. Drawing a steady clientele for his wines from the workers in the Pope and
Chiles Valley mines, many of whom were Italian, Nichelini was well-known locally.

The Nichelini Winery was closed during Prohibition and reopened after Repeal by Nichelini's
son, William. The third generation of the family, Jim Nichelini, currently manages the
Winery which has remained small and family—run.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The Nichelini Winery and adjacent frame barn/winery is
located approximately 0.4 miles south of the intersection of Lower Chiles Valley Rd.
and Sage Canyon Rd (Hwy.128) on the east side of Sage Canyon Rd.The buildings are
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(of 161 acre property)
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NICHELINI WINERY
2950 Sage Canyon Rd. (Hwy. 128)
St. Helena,California

The site is approximately 0.4 miles south
of the intersection of Lower Chiles Valley Rd,
and Sage Canyon Rd.(Hwy.128) on the east
side of Sage Canyon Rd.
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