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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Size 14 f x 16 ! , of native stone construction. Ofre story, one room. 
Located at the top of Signal Mountain on the West Range of the Fort 
Sill Military Reservation. Originally constructed in 1871. 
Reconstructed in the 1940*s. Condition fair. Presently used as an 

historic site and as an aiming point for Field Artillery training.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1871 as a signal station and weather observatory 
to protect outpost stationed there. Messages were relayed by 
heliographs, semaphore flags, and signal lamps to inform the 
garrison at Fort Sill on Indian movements, and to communicate 
with other troops. First meteorological records for this 
region were obtained here. The blockhouse has been used as an 
aiming point.by generations of Field Artillerymen.

The view from the Blockhouse also provided advance information 
on the approach of distinguished visitors such as GEN William 
Tecumseh Sherman who arrived in May 1871 to inspect the new 
fort and found a guard of honor ready to receive him.

Messages were transmitted from a base station at the post to 
another station on Medicine Bluffs, and from there to the Signal 
Mountain Blockhouse. At times signals were relayed to the 
detachments on Mt. Scott in the Wichita Mountains and from there 
as far north as Fort Reno.

The Indians have utilized Signal Mountain long before the mili 
tary for smoke signals because of the outstanding visibility 
provided throughout the surrounding area. During periods when 
Fort Sill troops were not operating the blockhouse, the Indians 
continued to use it, and several white frontiersmen were killed 
by raiding Indians in the 1870s.

"Blockhouse Signal Mountain" has been a familiar phrase to 
Field Artillerymen laying their guns ever since the Field 
Artillery School was founded here in 1911. Today the Post's 
main firepower demonstrations are held in the vicinity of Signal 
Mountain and the blockhouse on its summit is a visible point of 
historic interest to thousands of spectators.
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Description.

Office Memo on file in the Fort Sill Museum's archives, from Inspector General, 
Field Artillery School to Executive Officer, Field Artillery School, 11 December 
1945, stated that F.A.S. Book Department funds would be used to rehabilitate the 
Blockhouse on Signal Mountain. It was rehabilitation project on the exact original 
site, using existing walls, foundation, and the stone at the site, which has fallen 
from the original structure. The only new materials were roofing, doors, and 
windows. Theses were compatible with those originally installed. The original 
dimensions were maintained. Photographs of the Blockhouse taken by early-day 
photographers were used as guidelines in the rehabilitation project.
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Statement of Significance.

The Blockhouse is used only as an aiming point for Field Artillery. This means 
that the gunners use it as a known reference point when they lay their guns for a 
fire mission. The Blockhouse has never been used as a target, except by the Indians



193:1 OIL'90Z

m/v


