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——"—————————' DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSiCAL APPEARANCE

The Jcsiah Merritt Adobe, constructed sometime prior to 1852, is still 
in active use as a business & professional building. Purchased in a 
sheriff's sale from iT1^original owner in 1852 by Juana de Castro, 
Josiah Merritt's wife, tho simple adobe structure was enlarged from 
one or possibly one-and-one-half stories to two stories and finished 
in a Greek Revival temple form. Merritt added via an as yet unknown 
craftsman a three pillared and pedimented Greek facade on the eastern 
end of his residence, maintaining in the design a traditional Mexican 
California exterior staircase along the Isorth wall for access to the 
upper apartments. The ncn-classical pillars supporting the second floor 
balcony are a common variation of the Greek Revival style as practiced 
in America. The use of three pillars rather than the usual se-.netrical 
number of four or six can be attributed to the small scale of the struc 
ture, 20' x 32' for both floors.

The house has a low gabled roof and is two bays wide. The two-stcry 
pedinented portico i£ flanked on the left by 4 over 6 sash windowy on 
both floors and on the right by a pair of doors. A glazed 4 over 6 
French window on the upper floor over a solid paneled entrance door 
on the first, floor, again varying the syr-.etry of the node. At this 
writing no ether adobe residence in California is known to incorporate 
the Greek temple form in it's execution. The entire structure is sur 
rounded en three sides by a charming formal garden.

A one story 20' x 24' flat roofed addition was added to the rear of the 
structure prior to 1948. The gable roof is currently covered vith a 
composition material and was probably originally of wood shingle. Other 
renovation of the structure is unknown except for the addition of elect 
ric wiring, modern plumbing and facilities prior to 1943.

The entire ensemble is flanked on the south by a large two-story church 
and on the north by a vacant lot and then a two story office building 
and r4arket. An older (1920's, 30's) commercial block faces the Merritt 
Adobe from the east. Recent re-alligament of Monterey's Southern His 
toric District has excluded the Merritt Adobe from protection previously 
afforded within it's confines.
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construction'of Mexican California. While other *> 
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rather than the native adobe.

Josinh Merritt's residence is an excellent remind 
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New York, lie v.rfs educated in his native state, th^ 
was admitted to the bar in New York City where he r 
several years. In 1845 he moved to Illinois where 
fession for a few years, coming to California in in 
in Montcrey in January of 1350 and took an active ;... 
Monterey County in 1851. He was chosen as the fir 
Judge serving frc:r. 1851 to 1354. Judge Merritt mar. 
daughter of Sineon Castro, Alcalde of Monterey. Jo 
five children, two sons and three daughters.

The oldest son, Joseph, was editor of the San Jose ' 
in 18S4 was on the editorial staff of the San Jo-e ~ 
Merritt family continued to be influential in the pc 
Monterey County in the second half of the nineteenth
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construction of 'Mexican California. While other structures, notably 
the Benicia State Capitol Building (State Landmark ^153) employ the 
Greek teaple form, building i?.aterials tend to favor s'';cne or nasoc.ry 
rather than the native adobe.

Josiah Merritt 's residence is ?.n excellent re'nind :-r of t^ 
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five children, two sons and three daughters.

The oldest son, Joseph, was editor of the San Jose '.ercurv in 1332 
in 1884 was on the editorial staff of the San Jose Daily .:eralJ. 
Merritt family continued to be influential in the political affair 
Monterey County in the second half of the nineteenth century.
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1. Historical .American Fuildin^ Survey, California 147

2. V.'PA Historical Survey of Monterey - Filo 43

3. Old Monterey, the Monterey History & Art Association, not dated.

^GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE Of NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES

B\ , 1 I' I . I .i . I i . I : I
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

I t I .
ZONE EASTING

.
NG3TH1NG.,"

VERBAL BOUNDARY DtSCR)PliON

Fronting on pacific Street to the east; abutting.First Church of 
Religious Science to the south: abutting Pacific Telephone Company 
to the west; abutting a currently vacant lot to the north.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY EOCNOAH.ES

none

PREPARED BY

Kent L. Seavey, Historical Coordinator January 19, 1977

Montorey County Department of Parks
S'REETii NUV5FR "

240 Church Street

408/424-8611 ext. 208

£>ry OH TCA M

Salinas California

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION.
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHiS 7HE STATE IS 

NATIONAL__ STATE %.. LOCAL___

As the designated State H.sto'/c Preservation O'ficer for the Nations! Historic pTescrvaron" Actof^ TaC6 iPuf>^c L3w83-6-J5l. I 
r-.eretxy nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that <t has bten evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth bv the Nation*1 Park ji-.-vice
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Historic I

Enclosures 

K-4/2402



6 CASA ALVARADO
7 HOUSE OF FOUR WINDS
8 COLTON HALL 
? CASA SANCHEZ

10 STOKES ADOBE
11 CASA SERRANO
12 FIRST THEATRE
13 CASA DE LA TORRE
14 CASA. DE ORO
15 ESTRADA ADOBE
16 CASA JESUS SOTO
17 FIRST FRENCH CONSULATE
18 CASA BORONDA
19 CASA GUITIERREZ
20 PACIFIC HOUSE
21 CASA BUELNA

22 FIRST BRICK HOUSE
23 CASA SOBERANES
24 ROYAL PRESIDIO CHAPEL
25 GORDON HOUSE
26 FIRST FEDERAL COURT
27 CAPITULAR HALL
28 CASA A3REGO
29 CASA PACHECO
30 STEVENSON HOUSE
31 GENERAL FREMONT 

HEADQUARTERS
32 CASA DE CASTRO
33 COOPER-MOLERA ADOBE
34 SHERMAN HEADQUARTERS
35 LARKIN HOUSE
34 UNDERWOOD-BROWN ADOBE
37 CASA MAOARIAGA
38 CASA BONIFACIO
39 CARMEL MISSION
40 CASA JOAQUIN SOTO


