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The deBrum Family Hone on Likiep Island, Likiep Atoll in the Marshalls 
is a fairly well maintained example of turn of the century plantation 
home architecture. It is a large wooden building, rectangular, with 
spacious lanais and porches. A large collection of old books are 
still in the house along with many pieces of the original family's 
Oriental furnishings. There has been some degree of alteration 
since the house f s construction: for example, the roofing material 
at this time is composed of galvanized sheets of metal. The 
original material was thatch, as were all structures at the time 
of original construction* This house remains the best standing 
example of this architectural period in the Trust Territory.

The house is deteriorating at an accelerating pace and many of 
the items in the house are 'disappearing * at a rapidly increasing 
rate.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This home was constructed by Joachim deBrum, the eldest son 
of Jose deBrura who   as a partner of A, Capelle   bought Likiep 
Atoll from the Iroij (chief) Elap Jortaka,in the 1870 *s. It 
is believed that Joachim finally completed the house to his 
_satisfaction bj^BJhough it was occupied earlier. He
furnished the home with contemporary and antique imports 
from Germany, the U.S. and the Orient   some of which survive 
today. Joachim deBrum and his decendents occupied this beautiful 
old home until the late 1940»s. It has been essentially vacant 
since that time as most of the younger family members have migra 
ted into the District Center atoll of Majuro as well as Kwajalein 
(Ebeye).

This tropical plantation home is thought to be the only one of 
its kind still standing in the Marshall Islands, and in .fact   
the whole of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, It 
reflects the period of history in these islands of plantations 
and trading during the German and Japanese occupations, coloni 
zation, World War II and the early Post War Periods. The house 
and its remaining contents are representative o'f the early 
foreign customs which were assimilated into island living, and 
are reflective of an era that has vanished,
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mSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL__ STATE X TTPI LOCAL JL_ Marshall Islands

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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The main house is a single-story frame building consisting of a 
19 by 19 ft. central parlor and two ' 1.3 by 19 ft. bedrooms, one on 
either side of the parlor, with a 10-ft. wide veranda all around. 
Built about 1900, it originally stood on small concrete piers and 
had a thatch roof. About 1929 the thatch was replaced with metal 
roofing and the whole house was raised to its present height of 
about 6 ft. off the ground, the concrete piers being replaced with 
wooden piers. The fabric of thehouse has remained unchanged since 
its construction save for the new roof and the new, longer piers. 
The house was stabilized in 1977 by putting on a complete new metal 
roof, replacing several rotted piers, and replacing several floor 
joists, rafters, and porch flooring planks.

Ther,e; '"j4re i^re'e "other "standing structures ̂ associated -with -.the -house : 
a^'s;t(Dra|e.buii4in^,'a detached-dining room-kitchen combinati-on,--and 
a large "'concrete 'cistern. The storage building is a one story 
frame structure with a metal roof.and a wooden floor. The dining 
room-kitchen rests on a concrete slab foundation and has a metal 
roof. The kitchen has plank sheathing; the dining room has lattice 
walls made of laths placed vertically and spaced about an inch apart. 
The 15 by 19 ft. cistern stands about 11 ft. high. Its metal roof 
has collapsed.

Also present are the concrete slab foundation of two former 
buildings Dand t several, graves marked wi,th..curbin.g, concrete slabs, and grave stories'. ' '' "

The buildings- -c ontain -many- artifacts , including ft he -orginal 
Oriental furniture in the house, thousands of books, and a large 
number of documents. ,.  . <• , .,- f ..-•.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This home was constructed by Joachim de Brum, eldest son of Jose 
de Brum who as a partner of A. Gapelle and C. H. Ingallsr-bought 
Likiep Atoll from the Iroi~j (chief) Elap Jortaka in 18??. Joachim 
furnished the house with contemporary and antique imports from 
China, Germany, the United States, an<3 Prance--some of which are 
still '  in ;.th'e' house'.- " After" Joachim's 'death In l9'37', "'his' descendents 
OGGUpie'd 1 the "'home "until the "late 194'0's". ' It has "been essenlbially 
vacant since that time as most of the younger'family'members have 
migrated into the District Center of Majure or Kwajalein,

This tropical plantation home is thought to be the only one of its 
kind still standing in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 
It reflects the period of history in these islands of plantations 
and trading during the German and Japanese occupations, colonization, 
World Wars I and II, and the early Post War Period. The house and 
its remaining contents are representative of the early foreign 
customs which wer-e-assimilated-into island culture, and-are reflec 
tive of an era that has vanished.

Of at leasf-etual-historical signifidahbe^to ''the' hous'e :was its occu 
pant, Joachim de Brum, a Marshallese renaissance man who might have 
stepped out of a James Michener novel. Not only a successful business 
man copra planter, shipbuilder, and merchant he also was a self- 
taught scientist, engineer, and artist of exceptional ability. He 
made daily records of temperature, atmospheric pressure, and wind 
velocity at Likiep. He learned to give expert medical treatment to 
the people of Likiep and nearby atolls where there was no doctor. 
He kept notes on Marshallese customs and photographed Marshallese 

ceremonies, copra making, and other activities. A master of por 
traiture, he snapped hundreds of pictures of Marshallese family 
groups.,, visiting sea captains, and local chiefs. Approximately 
2600 of his glass negatives are among the irreplaceable ethno- 
historic documents remaining in the house. After learning nautical 
architecture.through self study, he trained local men as shipwrights 
and began a shipbuilding business. Before his death he had designed 
and built more than 100 wooden sailing ships", mostly in the 50 to 
80 ft. size range, all completely hand Grafted without power tools. 
Several are still in service today.
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/o7 ^^/ / 7. '
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE (^i!P&/L£^4~&/ ^- ' ^//2^&>£J£

TITLE Trust Territory Historic Preservation officer______DATE 12-19-78

GPO 92 I -803



darkroom

darkroom

cisterns

bedroom

parlor

bedroom

CH an

unnr

foundation

JOACHIM DEBRUM HOUSE 
Likiep, Marshall Islands

SITE PLAN
0 10 20ft. 
I___|___t

sea le
EBJ 78



i^s^tjwtTT'
iVtij 

.oH^ 
I •*•-.-•— 

,2^5

DeBrum Home 
Likiep Island 
UTM Reference: 
59/314400/1086100

398

414

730


