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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This straightforward brick structure is composed of two principal units, a northern 
one of two stories and a southern of one. The long southern portion of the building is 
made up of ten brick bays divided by buttresses in the same material and penetrated 
by windows of small size. A large set of double doors in the second bay from the north, 
capped with a segmental arch, marks the main entrance. The building is two bays deep 
in the same style, with a roof sloping from east to west, mostly concealed by the cornice, 
The foundation is stone.

On the interior the building is basically open space with exposed roof joists.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Articles of incorporation for the Coeur d'Alene and Spokane Electric Railway Company were 
filed in November 1902, in order to commence interurban service by the next summer. Both 
freight and passengers were hauled. The enterprise eventually emerged at the Inland Empire 
Electric Railway, and provided local tourist service for more than a generation between Spokane 
and the steamboat lines popular on Lake Coeur d'Alene. This popular recreational interurban 
and steamboat combination was an impo(rtant^?art of life in that region. (Clifford K. Shipton, 
Harvard University's distinguished archivist, always remembered the excitement in 1912 when, 
as a school boy, he fled on this interurban from the hostilities of what he regarded as Idaho's 
last Indian war.) As a reminder of this era of social history, this substation provides an 
important link with the past. The local, historic preservation group anticipates the develop­ 
ment of some public use for the building, which is located strategically at the edge of the city 
park on a major arterial highway.
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