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The Rapid City West Boulevard District consists of portions of eighteen 
rectangular blocks. It is located just southwest of the main business area 
and reflects the life style of many early Rapid City business and profess­ 
ional people. The landscape is mostly flat with the exception of a slight 
hill at the eastern boundary. The area is lined with elm, oak, and pine 
trees. The boulevard has two rows of parallel trees and contributes to the 
aesthetics of the district. Rounded curbs and sidewalks exist throughout.

The residential designs that dominate are Queen Anne and Colonial. The 
Queen Annes were built mostly before 1900 and the colonials were built in 
the early twentieth century. There are several other architectural styles 
in the district including Italianate, Mediterranean, Neoclassical, and hip 
cottages.

The years of construction in the district range from 1883 to 1968. 
From 1883 to 1900, seventeen of the 133 structures were built or thirteen 
percent. From 1901 to 1910, forty-four structures were built or thirty- 
three percent of the district. From 1911 to 1920, thirty-four were built 
or twenty-six percent of the district. From 1921 to 1930, seventeen struc­ 
tures were built or thirteen percent of the district. Only twenty-one 
buildings frave been built since 1931, and of these just seven since 1950. 
These dates reveal a strong early twentieth century area with few major in­ 
trusions.

There are many buildings in the district that warrant individual de­ 
tailed, architectural descriptions. A statistical summary based on a grad­ 
ing system will indicate the strength of the structures. Every building 
has been assigned a grade of A or exceptional period, B or good period, C 
or blending, D for distracting, and F or very distracting. Three criteria 
were considered in assigning this evaluation. The first was the architec­ 
tural quality of the building. The second was based on alterations or 
additions to each structure. The third was its relationship to the other 
structures in the district. The results were as follows; thirty-two build­ 
ings or twenty-four percent were graded A; fifty-three or forty percent 
were graded B; thirty-eight or twenty-nine percent were graded C; four or 
three percent were graded D; six or four percent were graded F.

A few of the most significant buildings are:

721 West Boulevard (1919). The C.C. Warren home is a two story Neo- 
colonial.All of the building's exterior walls are white painted clapboard. 
The main window openings are flat with plain moulding and lintels and slip- 
sills are used for the surrounds. The two main windows of the first floor 
are of the two sash with sidelights type using muntins and mullions for di­ 
vision. The remaining windows are two sash with muntins and all windows 
have shutters. The main door opening is flat and of the single leaf type 
with the upper portion glass divided by muntin into six panes. Offset to 
each side of the door are slender rectangular windows and two pilasters. 
Along with the four pilasters are two fluted columns of the Doric order 
supporting a pedimental portico. The roof is a medium pitched gable with 
two large pedimental and one-half round dormers. On the right side is a
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classic porch with four fluted columns of the Doric style supporting a balcony, 
There are two chimneys: a tall exterior one along the right side and one on 
the rear slope offset to the left. This symetrical home is in good condition 
and an excellent example of its style.

803 West Boulevard (1888). The Frank R. Davis and George Schneider home 
is a large two story structure of the Early Queen Anne style. This building's 
exterior walls are mostly common brick with shingles at gable end and some 
horizontal siding. It is of irregular plan with a combination of a gable and 
a hip roof. The main windows are flat with lintel, radiating voussoirs, and 
lugsill surrounds. Most of the windows are slender rectangular-shaped of the 
two sash type. But in a two story bay window on the right side, the main win­ 
dows are larger and divided by muntin and a mull ion with a wood decorative 
canopy over the lower opening. The bay extends into a tower with a connical 
termination. The asphalt shingle-covered roof features a joined chimney lo­ 
cated at center. The structure features a large front porch with rectangular 
brick supports which maintain a second floor wood balcony.

1205 West Boulevard (1886). The William Clift home is a two story Itali- 
anate with horizontal siding.The first floor's openings are one of the most 
attractive features of the house. On the front and right side, a large rec­ 
tangular window of the one sash type with two half-round windows above are en­ 
cased in decorated wood. On the right side is a rectangular hip-roofed bay 
with three windows and all have half-round windows above. On the left side is 
a half round bay situated in the corner of an extension of the building. It 
is flat topped with two slender windows. The remaining windows are tall, rec­ 
tangular shaped of the two sash type; some employ mullions. All the windows 
have lintel and slipsill surrounds and shutters have been added to some. The 
main door is of the three panel variety with a flush fan opening above. The 
structure has two open porches. Spindle columns support the front porch's hip 
roof which has dentils and stick design. The right side porch is open but 
recessed into the structure; it has plain supports and a hip roof. A medium 
pitched, grooved metal roof is utilized and leaves a large square opening 
along with a joined chimney located at center. This structure is surrounded 
by a wrought iron fence.

706 South (1901). The C. F. Parks home is a large two and one half stor; 
house of the Dutch Colonial style. The house has two types of siding—clap­ 
board and shingle. Its most distinguishing feature is the wooden shingle- 
covered cross gambrel roof, which features a front and back flat topped dormer 
and a rear eyebrow window. The front has a large open porch with rectangular 
wood columns supporting a second floor balcony. The right side features a 
flat topped bay with three windows. The other windows are either the tall, 
slender type or the larger rectangular type; and all have muntin divisions. 
The main door is two paneled with a large elliptical window at center. The 
second story balcony door is flanked on each side by a square ribboned window. 
There are small windows at gambrel's end on the left and right sides of the 
structure with three other openings below them. The surrounds on all the 
openings are lintel and slipsill. The structure has a center chimney located

GP 0 921-7 24
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to the rear and of the joined type, 
round-headed picket fence.

726 South (1907). The Morgan J. Edward's home is a well preserved Queen 
Anne Cottage of one story. This structure has a steep-pitched hip roof and a 
medium-pitched gable roof with wood shingle covering. Three dormers, one in 
the front and one on each side, are employed. Under the eaves of the roof and 
on the dormers, modi 11 ion is utilized. A front open porch that extends the 
entire right side of the house, has rectangular wood supports with solid clap­ 
board railing and lattice work beneath. The structure is supported by a cut- 
stone foundation with shingle and horizontal boards used as siding. Offset to 
the left of the front of the structure is a bay with leaded glass windows. The 
main windows vary in width but are of the same height. At gable's end is a 
small rounded arch encased in a wood with a lintel surround. The main door is 
a single panel type with a rectangular window in the upper one half. The 
house has two single stack chimneys on each side of the rear slope.

1021 Quincy (1889). The Thomas Sweeny home is a two and one-half story 
frame house that typifies the late Queen Anne Style. Horizontal siding and 
shingles are used as facing materials. Although a front enclosed porch has 
been added, it was done in sympathy to the structure. The building sets on a 
cutstone foundation. A multiple gabled and hip roof with two gable dormers 
and one shed dormer creates an interesting irregular roof line. Highly decor­ 
ative bargeboard is used at gable's end in the front and rear of the house. 
The second floor front, and offset to the left, has a bay window. All the 
openings are flat with lintel and slipsill surrounds. The main door has a 
transom and sidelights divided by muntin. The chimney is located at center 
and is of the single stack type. Surrounding this house is a wrought iron 
fence and to the rear is a small gazebo.

Principle buildings in the Rapid City West Boulevard Historic District:

1. 929 Kansas City, 1914. This house is an excellent example of a late 
Queen Anne style of architecture and fits the district's period. It is 
a two story home and uses horizontal siding and shingles on its exterior 
walls. A rectangular tower with a pyramidical termination enhances the 
structure. The building sets upon a cutstone foundation and has a very 
irregular roof line of the gable type. It is in good condition and dec­ 
orative with dentils and barge board uses along with a classic porch.

2. 711 West Boulevard, 1908. This two story Neoclassical home is one of the 
best preserved structures in the district. This period building has a 
classic porch with Ionic columns and also has an oriel on the right side. 
The siding is clapboard with a cutstone foundation and a medium-pitched 
gable roof. Modillion is used along the eaves. A period wrought iron 
fence surrounds the house.

3. 721 West Boulevard, 1919. This home is described in detail in the des­ 
cription.

GPO 921-724
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4. 803 West Boulevard, 1888. This home is described in detail in the des­ 
cription.

5. 807 West Boulevard, 1887. This two story colonial adds continuity to the 
district because of the abundance of colonial styles of homes. It is a 
well preserved home of horizontal siding and a cutstone foundation. It 
has a classic entryway of the broken pediment type. It has a large right 
side balcony with brackets under the eaves.

6. 815 West Boulevard, 1899. Was the home of one of the most prominent citi­ 
zens of Rapid City, Charles Buell. It is a large rambling late Queen 
Anne style with an irregular gable roof. It is an important architectural 
structure in the district. Its other features include several dormers, 
stained glass windows, a front bay, and a well-preserved first floor 
interior.

7. 815 West Boulevard Carriage House, 1899. One of the two carriage houses 
remaining in the district.It is a long structure with a center cupola 
at top. Its siding is clapboard and it is in good condition.

8. 1000 West Boulevard, 1913. The I. M. Humphrey home, one of the leading 
businessmen in Rapid City is a symetrical colonial home of two stories. 
It has clapboard siding, a cutstone foundation and a medium-pitched gable 
roof with a chimney at each end. It is in excellent condition and be­ 
cause of its style adds continuity to the district.

9. 1003 West Boulevard, 1928. Although slightly outside of the period used 
for this district it is one of the most ostentacious homes in the district 
and is owned by a prominent citizen and doctor, Carl A. Quarnberg. An 
Elizabethan styled home of stucco exterior and Roman arches, it creates 
a visual impact upon the viewer.

10. 1013 West Boulevard, 1910. This Queen Anne home of two stories is a good 
example of its style.ft has horizontal siding with some shingles used 
for facing. It displays a small balcony, an oriel, and a front bay.

11. 1116 West Boulevard, 1909. An Excellent Dutch Colonial owned by George 
Williams, a prominent lawyer, at one time. It is one of the better pre­ 
served buildings in the district. It sets on a concrete block founda­ 
tion with a gambrel roof. Horizontal siding is used on the exterior 
walls and a long chimney extends from the foundation to the eaves on the 
left side. A front dormer and an open porch are other features of the 
building.

12. 1205 West Boulevard, 1886. Described in detail in the description.
13. 1214 West Boulevard, 1907. A well-preserved Mediterranean styled home 

belonging at one time to Reverend James Surbeck, an important Presbyter­ 
ian official. It is of two stories with a cutstone foundation and a hip 
roof. Horizontal siding is used. A front and right side bay window add 
to this structure along with a front dormer. It has an open porch of the 
classic type with Doric columns.

14. 820 Quincy, 1919. A two story Queen Anne style of home that has been used 
as apartments since its erection. Along with 830 Quincy, these two build­ 
ings give an important aspect of continuity in style and in purpose. It 
is, of course, a large structure with horizontal siding and shingles used 
as facing. An irregular gable roof with several different type and size

___windows which creates a highly interesting building._____________
GPO 9 Z 1.7 24
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15. 830 Quincy, 1910. A two story Queen Anne (see 820 Quincy).
16. 914 Quincy, 1907. A two story Colonial that enhances the district archi­ 

tecturally. It has an irregular stone foundation, horizontal siding, and 
a hip roof. The portico is of the pediment type with the use of brackets 
through the structure. It is in excellent condition.

17. 926 Quincy, 1909. The J.J. MacNamara home is important because its owner 
was one of the most prominent citizens in Rapid City and also for its 
architecture. It is a Neoclassical type with a plantation type of appear­ 
ance. A cutstone foundation supports a house of two stories with horizon­ 
tal siding on the exterior walls. It features two Ionic flutted columns 
of two stories in height. Other features include Quoins, a front dormer, 
elliptical windows, and rectangular oriels on each side.

18. 1021 Quincy, 1889. Described in detail in the description.
19. 705 South, 1887. Is one of the best examples of Queen Anne architecture 

in the district. With an irregular roof and various materials used for 
facing, it is quite an interesting house. Corner windows, bargeboard, 
enclosed balcony, and an open balcony are other features of this home.

20 - 706 South, 1900. Described in detail in significance.
21. 717 South, 1892. Another example of Queen Anne architecture that dominates 

the district.It is a two story structure with clapboard and shingled 
siding and a cutstone foundation. Stained glass windows, a multiple gablec 
roof, corner windows, and an open porch with spindle supports and dentil 
decorative features are used.

22 • 726 South, 1907. Described in detail in description.
23. 816 South, 1909. A two story structure that is architecturally important 

to the district. It is an English Renaissance style of architecture with 
two large front dormers. A stucco facing and a cut stone foundation are 
employed.

24 • 820 South, 1909. One of the better examples of late Queen Anne architec­ 
ture in the district. It is a two story home with horizontal and shingle 
siding. An irregular gable roof features bargeboard, a right side dormer, 
and small rear dormers. It has a classic porch with Doric columns and 
scroll work and lattice used as decorative features. It is in excellent 
condition.

25. 820 South Street Carriage House, 1909. One of the two carriage houses re­ 
maining in the district. It is a two story structure with an upstairs 
that use to be inhabitated for domestics. It is of horizontal siding with 
a gable roof and a cut stone foundation.

26. 826 South, 1909. This Queen Anne style of architecture was owned by a 
prominent lawyer William W. Soule. It has a cutstone foundation, an ir­ 
regular roof covered with tile, corner windows, pedimental dormers, circu­ 
lar windows and a triangular window. It has a cutstone foundation; hori­ 
zontal siding is utilized.

27- 908 South, 1903. This two story Dutch Colonial styled home is a good exam­ 
ple of its type. The house features a gambrel roof with dormers on each 
side. Horizontal siding and shingles cover the exterior walls. It is in 
good condition.

GPO 921-724
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28. 910 South, 1909. Another good example of Queen Anne architecture that 

dominates the district. It has brackets, modi 11 ion, and an oriel window. 
It is in good condition with the original clapboard and shingle siding 
remaining.

29. 901 Fulton, 1903. This home is the best example of the Mediterranean 
style of architecture found in the district. It has an irregular stone 
foundation and a typical box floor plan. A front dormer adorns the hip 
roof. Clapboard is used to cover the exterior walls. Other features in­ 
clude an open porch with spindle supports, a balcony, a front bay window, 
and leaded glass. Condition is good.

30. 919 Fulton, 1913. This home is a Neocolonial of two stories. It is im­ 
portant to the district architecturally. It has an irregular stone foun­ 
dation as well as an irregular stone, long chimney on the right side. It 
has a variety of facing including masonry, shingles, and clapboard. Also 
featured are some cross timbering and open front porthand and oriel.

31. 1019 Fulton, 1909. This large two and one half story Queen Anne home is 
architecturally important. It is a well preserved home with a cutstone 
foundation and horizontal siding. It has a large open porch at the front. 
The irregular gable roof has a dormer on the right side.

32. 1022 Columbus, 1909. This two story gable home is well preserved and adds 
to the district.ft has horizontal siding and a cutstone foundation. The 
open porch with scroll and bead design ornamentation is a distinctive 
feature. The spindle posts enhance the house aesthetically.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF RAPID CITY WEST BOULEVARD HISTORIC DISTRICT

Boulevard Addition

Original Town: Block 
Block 
Block 
Block 
Block 
Block 
Block

Block
Block
Block
Block
Block
Block
Block
Block
Block
121,
111,
101,
122.
123.
102,
112,

lots 1-18
lots 1-24
lots 1-24
lots 1-24
lots 1-24
lots 1-12, 19-24

10
11
18
22
28
33
34
27
23, west 1/4; sotrth 1/4; north 1/4
west 1/4; south 1/4
west 1/4; north 1/4 y
west 1/4; south 1/4 -,, ^
south 1/4 - L
south 1/4
south 1/4
north 1/4

Block 24, north 1/4 
Block 25, north 1/4

, west 1/4
, west 1/4; north 1/4

GP 0 921-724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rapid City West Boulevard Historic District represents a major 
area of substantial and ostentacious homes of prominent citizens. It be­ 
came initially important as a residential area in the 1880s but the main 
growth years occurred in the first quarter of the twentieth century when 
over three-fourths of the structures were built. The district's buildings 
represent typical architectural styles of the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries.

Rapid City was started with the idea that it would be a service center 
for people and materials destined for the gold fields. John R. Brennan per­ 
suaded a group of unsuccessful miners to establish a town on the eastern 
slopes of the Black Hills where he and his followers had discovered an ade­ 
quate water supply in Rapid Creek. They founded their community on February 
25, 1876, and named it for the nearby stream.

The city initially failed to grow in population and economic strength 
despite its location on freight routes from Nebraska and eastern South 
Dakota. As corporate mining replaced individual prospecting and stable 
homesteading and ranching elements settled the surrounding areas, Rapid City 
became a permanent consumer market. It soon aspired to be the wholesale 
center for western South Dakota and the "Gateway City for the Black Hills."

The citizens decided other transportation was necessary to achieve 
their goal of commercial primacy and took steps to attract a railroad. 
Municipal bond sales induced the Missouri, Fremont, and Missouri Valley 
Railroad to enter the city on July 4, 1886. Several important results fol­ 
lowed the introduction of the railroad. Expanded opportunities produced new 
businesses; the population quadrupled between 1880 and 1890 and Rapid City 
achieved commercial dominance of the Black Hills region. Three additional 
railroads followed the Missouri, Fremont, and Missouri Valley and contribu­ 
ted to the economic security of Rapid City.

The residents of this district were some of the leading citizens of 
Rapid City. The list of prominent businessmen and professionals that lived 
in the area reflects the dominance of commercial activities in the city.

John A. Boland was a leading realtor, wholesale grocer, and involved in othe
business activities. (903 West Boulevard) 

John Hall was a realtor and a hardware operator. (1104 West Boulevard)
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Charles J. Buell became one of the most prominent attorneys in Rapid City. 
(815 West Boulevard)

Cleophas O'Hara, the president of the South Dakota School of Mines and Technol­ 
ogy, lived in the district. (705 West Boulevard)

John R. Brennan was the founder of the city and involved in several important 
commercial and public activities. (721 West Boulevard)

Isaac M. Humphrey, president of Rapid City Implement Company, was involved in 
several other successful business ventures. (1000 West Boulevard)

Isaac H. Chase was the leading merchant of the Black Hills area and a large rea 
estate owner in western South Dakota. (821 West Boulevard)

G. C. Redfield was the leading osteopath in Rapid City. (1109 W. Boulevard)
George A. Feffers was one of the most successful attornies in the Black Hills. 

(1015 West Boulevard)
J. P. Lampert was a vice president of a bank and involved in many important 

business activities in the city. (1115 West Boulevard)
Edward M. Reeves was president of the leading mercantil company in Rapid City. 

(926 West Boulevard)
Thomas Sweeny was the largest retail and wholesale dealer in the hardware busi­ 

ness in Rapid City. (1021 Quincy)
George F. Schneider was the president of Pennington County Bank and involved 

in many business ventures. (803 West Boulevard)
J. J. MacNamara was an important banker and real estate owner who donated the 

land where the hospital is. (926 Quincy)

These are but a few of the prominent business people who resided in the distric 
and were so closely connected with the commercial importance of Rapid City.

Because the inhabitants were financially successful, their homes reflected 
the status; the area contained the finest houses in Rapid City. Architectural 
importance is obvious by the ostentacious appearance. Queen Anne and Colonial 
styles are the most predominant with some Italianates, Mediterraneans, and Neo- 
Classicals.

These styles, with their fine sense of proportion and rhythm create a 
definite impact upon the visitor. That impact is enhanced by the trees that 
line West Boulevard which adds a sense of stability. There is little doubt 
that this neighborhood was once the home of Rapid City's most prominent 
citizens.
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