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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The "Little White House" was designed originally as a
two-family residence and for that reason it has a symmetrical
"double" facade emphasized by the two prominent cross gables
on the main facade. Each gable is located over a single
doorway with pent roof resting on slender wooden posts which
are square in section. The entire building is covered with
a low pitched roof with end gables. All bargeboards are
simple vertical infill which serve to partially obscure the
louvered vents contained within the gables. All porches,
both first and second floor which were originally open or
screened, are now covered with metal jalousies, painted
white. This gives the entire exterior of the building a
cohesive appearance, both in color and horizontal line.

There are two brick chimneys, one each at the north and south
ends, with corbelled caps.

The plan of the house is a long narrow rectangle.
After many alterations, including its conversion to a single-
family dwelling, the house is entered through a doorway to
the right of center. This entrance leads into a hallway
which interrupts a continuous porch which crosses the west
front and returns two-thirds of the distance down the north
and south sides. Alterations to the house include the
enlarging of three of the upstairs bedrooms by extending them
out into a back porch and extending ground floor porches on
the south side. 1In addition, wiring and roofing have been
replaced.

The building is partially obscured within a grove of
trees which serves to cool the house and enhance the beauty
of the setting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Quarters "A", which later became known as the "Little
White House" is located on 2.27 acres of land which were
purchased by the United States Navy in January of 1854 at a
cost of $10,400. The house was built on the land in 1890
as a two-family dwelling. The paymaster occupied one
side and the base commandant the other. The house was con-
verted to a single family dwelling in 1946 when President
Harry S. Truman began using it as a vacation home. According
to a Truman biographer, Alfred Steinberg, the former presi-
dent made two trips a year to Key West, one in February-
March and the other in November-December. Steinberg states
that:

"Here at the Naval Reservation, he (Truman loafed,

swam, lay in the sun, played horseshoes and wore

loud clothes and a cap. Key West was his favorite

vacation spot.....and he brought along such old

friends as Les Biffle, Mon Wallgren, Chief Justice

Vinson and Bill Boyle."

Truman continued to use the "Little White House"
regularly until 1949. Thereafter his visits were erratic
and the last was in March of 1969.

Although the building has undergone numerous renovations
and some alterations, the architectural integrity has been
retained. Certainly, however, its prime importance stems
from its association with former President Harry Truman and
his reference to it as the "Little White House."
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Mrs. Ida W.

Barron, Public Information Specialist

ORGANIZATION

Public Affairs Office - Naval Station

DATE

7-19-73

STREET AND NUMBER:

P. O. Box N1l024

CITY OR TOWN:

Key West

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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National
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Florida

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

. _hh

ATTEST:

Keeper of The/ National Register

Lt 1S 152 F

Date

GPO 931.894
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