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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘Ward Hall is said by architect Rexford Newcomb to be ""the most fabulous
house in Central Kentucky.' Clay Lancaster considers it to be the largest.

\This Greek Revival house built on the Corinthian order in 1856 is 75 feet
square. Its two story tetrastyle portico with fluted Corinthian columns 40
feet high supports a pedimented entablature, deep and denticulated. A
battlemented roof is considered to be unusual, Eight pilasters are on the
front and back facades and five on the sides. They are also treated with
Corinthian capitals.\

Triple windows and a central sidelighied Greek door on the first level of
the main facade reach to the floor. Upstairs windows are single in design
and were probably originally shuttered,

Windows and blind windows pierce the other walls. Plentiful closets and
cupboards are provided through the blind window technique.

Rooms are 20 x 25 feet on the inside. Ceilings are 16 feet high. The ash
floors contrast with the rich rubbed walnut woodwork. = Interior cornices
rich in Greek detail are constructed of plaster, with heads of Greek gods
and goddesses being placed at corner pilasters. A winding staircase con-
tinues to the third floor. \

" The house ‘was built for ‘$50, 000 during 4 period when $5,000 would build a
large house. A Mr. Buﬁmgton from New York is said to have been the
builder."

The ceiling centerpiece in this house still retains the original pastel hues
with which they were painted B /‘, ;b,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1856 at a fantastic cost of $50,000 ($5, 000 built a fine home) Waxr
Hall is said by architectural historian Rexford Newcomb to be “the most
fabulous house in Central Kentucky.' Ornate to the last detail, Ward
Hall was designed on the Corinthian order and is richly embellished with
the acanthus leaf motif. The general variety of Greek trim--bead and
reel, egg and dart, antemion blossom, frets--adorn the interior cornice
work.\Deep rubbed walnut formed the woodwork on the inside. The
floors are ash,Mand a winding staircase extends to the third floor.
Architectural historian Clay Lancaster records it as the largest Greek
Revival house in Kentucky.

Ward Hall was built for Junius Ward, a son of Gen. William Ward who
as Indian agent for the federal government secured choice plantations

in the Deep South for his family and the related families of Payne and
Johnson. The Wards were considered to be _a{nong‘j,the 'ric;hést people

in Kentucky. The noted Kéntucky bell2, 8allie Ward, datighter of Junius
Ward's brother Robert Ward, appeared here as a guest of honor’at
balls and parties.

1
Ty oy

“Ward lost his fortune during the Civil War, and the house was disposed
of at public auction. It was bought by Allie Long, and next by Victor
Kenney Glass. Col. Milton Hamilton bought the house after the Glass
ownership and offered the house and 250 acres and $50, 000 to the
Commonwealth of Kentucky should it desire the property for a capitol.

The present owner bought the house in 1945.

d
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Bevins,

Scott County Representative

ORGANIZATION Kentucky- Heritage CommiS,Sion PETE o DATE
Scott County Historical Society 10-23-72
STREET AND NUMBER:
Route # 4 - Lexington Pike
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
* 'iGeorgetown Kentucky

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law/

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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