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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pierce-Klingle Mansion was built in 1823 by Joshua Pierce, with the 
west side addition constructed in l8^3« The three story, ten-room 
Pennsylvania Dutch farmhouse style structure was built of blue and grey 
granite. The stonework is in good condition and,Aexcept for superficial 
touches, it remains as built. The stone walls are 2V thick and the 
stone arch and tower in front of the entrance show no signs of deteriora 
tion. A two story veranda on the south side has an iron railing of 
scrollwork in a grape design.

The interior of the building has been somewhat modified with plaster, 
paint and a heating system. Poplar panelling on the stairwell and most 
of the mantlepiece remain. An enormous fireplace, 6' long and V high 
with a beehive oven built into the wall beside it, was uncovered by PWA 
workers in 1937.

The grounds immediately surrounding the house still bear some of the 
original plantings by Mr. Pierce, a horticulturist. The estate was 
once noted for camellias and white pine, but these are mostly gone now. 
The large hollies, magnolias, and drooping yew found on the terrace 
are notable.

To the east of the main house is a two-story stone and wood frame barn 
and carriage house. It is built into the hillside so that each floor 
has its own entrance corresponding to its ground level. The lower 
stone story has been authentically restored but the wooden upper level 
is a reconstruction of an old carriage house modernized for the automobile.

The Utility House is located to the rear and east of the main house, 
built of granite similar to that of the main house and incorporated into 
the design of the terrace wall. It is a two story building with 1-1/2' 

 . >thick walls 3 19 ''in length and 17-1/2' wide. In this structure,' each 
floor has its own entrance which corresponds to its own ground level. 
The- lower floor is not accessible from the top1 -floor because no stairway 
exists. The building has undergone a change from its original construction 
in the addition of a brick chimney which was made necessary by the 
installation of a modern furnace and water heater in the bottom floor. 
Otherwise the Utility House remains true to i:ts original construction.

The Utility House is mirrored on the west end of the terrace by the 
Potting Shed which is very similar in design to the Utility House. 
The Potting Shed is very well preserved and remains a solid stone 
structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

LInnaean Hill, built in l823 ? by Joshua Pierce was named in honor of 
the Sweedish botanist Karl Van Linnaeus, because the area was so 
conducive to the raising and growing of shrubs and flowers. The Pierces 
were extremely interested in horticulture and,shortly after establishing 
their home at Linnaean Hill, developed it into one of the most beautiful 
garden spots in the city.

Joshua Pierce also introduced box gardens to Washington. He supplied the 
first ornamental plantings for the White House, the Capitol and other 
government buildings and parks. Pierce also maintained the first 
general nursery in Washington.

Linnaean Hill also became a gathering place for some of Washington's 
society, notably Daniel Webster, John C. Calhoun, and Henry Clay.

Joshua Pierce died childless and left his estate to a nephew, Joshua 
Pierce Klingle, who occupied the house with his wife until -1890 when the 
mansion and grounds were purchased by the U.S. government as a part of 
Rock Creek Park. In 1937? through PWA funds the house and grounds -were 
restored and leased as a private residence until 1952. From 195& to 1959 3 
the Junior Nature Qenter leased Klingle Mansion and, in 1959? -it was 
leased to the Junior League of Washington for its administrative offices. 
In 1972, the Pierce-Klingle Mansion was again taken over by the National 
Park Service for use in the green scene programs.
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