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The Minnesota State Capitol building stands on a hill just north of the 
St. Paul business district. The building faces south, toward the Mississippi 
River, and overlooks a beautifully landscaped mall.

The Captiol is a rectangular building 433 fxl20», with a central wing 
at the north or rear measuring approximately 106 fxl08 f . It is constructed 
of S^^J^^^. supported by a structure of steel; the

•
The simple rustication of the basement and first floors 

with the marked storiation between the first and second floors set 
the lower portion apart, forming a base for the Corinthian proportions of 
the floors above. Flattened glass domes add interest to the roof line near 
the end of each wing.

The south or front elevation has a central prostyle7 portico ̂ comprised 
of three arched j*o5|»i^

The e^Sla^tos^^jujgported by the columns _q^lh§mlog|ia
35*C* virtues rofjwis dqmt;i;,cgurAge» 

bounty, truth, integrity, and prudejic^, iBove tie entablature rises a•*^^^^£!^^MW;ffyw>tvcy^^ ^-•.•-^•.'--'.••-•-••-^'•--'•'-.7«a'-'----'^.;:Vv"-'--'—'- •-• • - ••-- -'

square pedestal crowned by a guilded quadriga entitled "The Progress of 
the State**.

Directly behind the quadriga and ascending from the^__CapitolJ's_cent,,er 
is the self-supported marble dome, 89 feet in diameter. '1 he dome is 
sur^oj^J.ed^J^ of an 
eagleT and is interrupted by pedimented windows. The columned circular
•^ C? * "*• * •"• <?^.««-^^."^^^ ŝtfe^:*<i:.>v'-:::v;o-lf -'..>•^^•: tfi--v'-;:'^-•':-^•"v- 1

Sixteen varieties of marble, both domestic and European, as well as 
polished Kasota limestone and granite from Minnesota are used in the Capitol 
^interior. Ceilings and wall panels are hand painted with arabesques 
"representing the various fruits, grains, and vegetabl^-s :|rpwn in the state. 
The dominant colors are ivory, gold, blue and rose.

Upon entering the Capitol one is imiae^iat^ly .-confronted, witix the heavy 
marble piers and arches of the rotunda and the large glass star in a frame 
work" of brass inserted in the limestone and marble floor directly un,djer the 
dome. A marble ballustrade highlights the second floor rotunda. The dome 

(is a great blue and gold vault with an Austrian beaded glass electrolier 
six feet in diameter suspended from its center,. Four .murals showing/the 
•"Civilization of the Northwest" decorate the pendentives.

The grand stairwells to the east and west o,f rthe rotiflEja 3-?e executed 
in combinations of marble and lighted by superb vaulted skylights. Eighteen 
columns of Italian marble surround each second floor stairwell. High up in 
the^ba_se of the Skylight vaults over the stairwells twelve lunettes, symbolize 

activities and industries of the state.
or "grand floor** of the Capitol contains the chambers of 
House of Representatives and the" Supreme Court," The square 
in the west wing is lighted with a dome. The cornice is 
'ench marble columns in a dull pink. Pendentives between

to the spectators gallery are decorated with figures of 
Justice, and Equality. Lunettes decorate the north and

mi circular House Chamber in the north wing has a half dome
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Minnesota State Capitol building has been a silent witness to the 
unfolding of the state's political history since the 3^-th Legislature 
convened there nearly nine years after ground breaking ceremonies on 
May 6, 1896. An excellent example of dassicyflevival architecture, the 
Capitol is clearly the most perfectly^ex'ecutSS'^^monumental public^Building 
in the entire state. This gleaming^j»jb^^jLa^Z^j|t^^ture boasts the 
largest self-su^^rj^g^j^a^l^ Jdome ::4p, ,iije,!fcjrarld. """."" '*"

"~^"lfe^"CapiJtoi was the first building of such size and importance 
designed by\X<as&J&JLb£Ft, and it is .obvious to the most casual observer 
that Gilbert's professional integrity and high regard for the standards 
set by the great buildings in architectural history prevented him from 
sacrificing quality and craftsmanship in favor of economy. ^Jilbert and 
the other artists engaged to decorate the structure— Daniel Chester 
French, Jdnn LaFarge, Elmer Ga2$»»ey, Edwin H. JBlashfield, and Edward 
3immons^x/made up a Board of Design, which insured that the final result of 
their efforts would be harmonious and of the utmost^ quality. To Gilbert 
there was "•*•nothing more worthless than bad art. 1* The paintings and 
sculpture are all timeless works of art and the artists won the highest 
recognition for their work. The painting entitled 9The Battle of 
Nashville '(/^Howard Pyle, located on the north wall of the Governor's 
Reception Room, is considered by many art critics the greatest war, painting 
of its time.

A tour of the Minnesota State Capitol is truely one of the most 
worthwhile educational experiences available to the public. Adults and 
children alike learn of the political history of the state as well as 
present political procedure by touring the rooms where the laws are made 
and judged. 'In addition they receive a lesson in eclectic architecture 
and study the masterpieces of famous artists, many of whose works decorate 
our national buildings and monuments in Washington D.C.

Cass Gilbert believed that tt ...unlessTa wo:rk"stands^the test of time, 
its merit is doubtful. M The merit of the Minnesota-Sfeate Capitol is 
evident after 66 years of service to the people!' ' '/^ .
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7. Description (continued)

ceiling penetrated by five great arches opening into spectator galleries. It 
is lighted by an elaborate skylight surrounded by a broad frieze. The walls, 
originally painted a dull green, are now covered with a red wallpaper.

The Supreme Court Chamber in the east wing resembles the Senate Chamber 
in shape and is also lighted with a dome. The, Justices? bench opposite the 
door is backed by four Ionic columns of white Vermont marble. Recessed 
lunettes at the upper portions of the walls contain paintings with appropriate
themes.

Other rooms on the second floor include the Senate and House retiring 
rooms and the Justices' consultation room, all elaborately decorated. The 
Senate room is done in red marble, mahogany and gold, the House room resembles 
a 16th century French or Italian chateau, and the Justices' consultation 
room is a copy of the room in Independence Hall where the Declaration of 
Independence was signed.

The Governor's Reception Room is the most elaborate in the Capitol. 
The woo4work is dark white oak from Minnesota intricately decorated with 
ornaments of plaster covered with a dull gold, and the ceiling and cornice 
are patterned with dull gold leaf. The original mahogany furniture has been 
replaced with traditional furniture which fits the room's grandeur.

The remainder of the rooms on the first and third floors are state 
offices. The ground floor contains various committee rooms.

The Capitol has seen no exterior alteration and very little interior 
alteration since its construction. Between the 196? and 1969 Legislative 
sessions many offices were paneled and modernized with complete disregard 
for the original spirit of the interior design. Fortunately, most of the 
indiscretions are found in private state offices which are not open to the 
general public. Modern elevators have been installed and successive 
remodelings on the ground level have somewhat changed its original appearance,

9. Major Bibliographical References

Publisher, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1905. . :
The Western Architect, Minnesota State Capitol Number, Chicago, 

Minnespolis, St. Paul, New York, October, 1905.
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