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C] Moved ^H Original Site

The original Box Elder Stake Tabernacle was built of field stone collec 
ted nearby. The architect was probably Truman 0. Angel 1, Jr. or his father, 
one of the more famous L.D.S. Church architects. The Tabernacle was_J>0 feet 
by 95 feet with a tower rising above each of the four corners. The interior 
when finally completed in 1890, had a gallery on the north and south walls, 
with the elevated speaker's stand on the east end. Most of the lumber was 
hauled from nearly mountains, sawed and delivered to the site. The seating 
capacity was 1200.

After the building burned in 1896, it was rebuilt even more elaborately. 
The restoration architect is not identified. SKxteen[brick butresses were 
added to the exterior with steeples topping each one, A major tower was 
buiIt on the front. The style has been described as neo-Sothic. Inside the 
building a vestibule was added, and the seating capacity increased by 400. 
A very simple hand-carved design goes all around the new balcony to focus 
the eyes on the pulpit which, with the choir seats, is now on the west end 
of the buiIding

The building has an excellent organ and modern lighting and heat. It is 
maintained by the Box Elder Stake L.D.S. Church.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the summer of 1865, BrJ^ham Young visited the community. When 
he observed men beginning an excavation, he asked its purpose. When told 
it was to be the site of their new tabernacle, he objected. Taking Jesse W. 
Fox, church surveyor with him, he located a spot on Sagebrush Hill, the back 
bone of the community. Actually, the site was on the crest of the alluvial 
fan so characteristic of many of the Mormon communities along the Wasatch 
front. From that spot the water ran north, south and west.

During the next 11 years rocks were hauled to the site. Construction 
was begun with some serious intent in 1876. By 1881, the building was suffi 
ciently completed to hold conference in it. However, the buiIdingyfiSt fin 
ished until 1890. It was dedicated by President Wilford Woodruff October 
27th of that year. The building had taken twenty-five years to build, 5n 
part because the small community was also building numerous other structures 
tannery, gristmills, broom factory, etc. under the cooperative arrangement 
of the United Order or communal economic system.

The lovely structure served well, except for the furnace. One Sunday 
afternoon, February 9, 1896, it burned down, leaving only the four sturdy 
walls standing. Stake President Charles Kelley asked architects to investi 
gate the walls. They were declared sound. On March 27, 1896, the people 
voted to rebuild it. Monies were solicited from as far away as Salt Lake 
City. Reconstruction began immediately and by March 21, 1897, a lovely new 
structure was ready for dedication by Apostle George Q. Cann9n.

Brigham City holds its tabernacle in high regard. It sits proudly on 
the crest of the hill, probably one of Utah's most photographed buildings. 
Its architectural style and history mark it as one of the State's most sig 
nificant structures.

Brigham City's first Stake President was Lorenzo Snow 1853-1877. He 
was succeeded by Oliver B. Snow, who served until 1888 when Rudger Clawson 
became president. His successor, who rebuilt the Tabernacle, was Charles 
Kelley. The building is still used for L.D.S. Church functions and is open 
to the public on a restricted basis.
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