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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Shot Tower is constructed of brick laid in common bond. The 
tower is 234-feet, 3-inches tall, 40-feet in diameter at the base taper­ 
ing to 20-feet in diameter at the top. The top of the tower is crenellated 
and has merlons the shape of a Gothic arch. The brickwork and mortar of 
these crenellations and that of the first three or four feet of the top 
of the tower are of a different color than the rest of the shaft. This 
suggests that they were rebuilt after the 1882 fire or as part of the 
1928 rehabilitation of the tower. The walls are five-and-one-half-feet 
thick at the base narrowing to one-foot, eight-inches at the top. The 
masons built the tower working from the interior and so no exterior 
scaffolding was needed. The tower has heavy metal doors at the base and 
rectangular windows placed at random to light the stairs. These windows 
are double hung sash with nine panes over nine. The window lintels are 
granite. A window within reach of the ground has a wooden vertical plank 
shutter.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Phoenix Shot Tower in Baltimore, Maryland was built in 1828 
to manufacture lead shot. It remained in operation until 1892. The 
red brick tower is an excellent example of the severe beauty that often 
results in industrial architecture from purely functional design. 
However the major significance of the structure is its impressive height 
of over 234 feet. Seventy feet higher than the Washington Monument in 
Baltimore, and 45-feet higher than the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, it was 
the tallest structure in the United States until work resumed on the 
Washington National Monument on the Mall in the District of Columbia 
after the Civil War. Never a building type erected in great numbers, it 
is estimated that less than four shot towers remain in existence and that 
the Phoenix Shot Tower in Baltimore is the most outstanding remaining 
example.

History 
(History prepared by the Maryland Historical Trust)

Known originally as the Phoenix Shot, then the Merchants' Shot Tower 
and now the old Baltimore Shot Tower, this building was erected in 1828 
and its cornerstone laid by Charles Carroll of Carrollton. It is the last 
remaining of four such towers in Baltimore and one of a very few still in 
existence in this country.

It was used for the manufacture of shot by dropping molten lead from 
a platform at the top through a sieve-like device and into a vat of cold 
water, which caused it to harden. When dried and polished, the shot was 
sorted into 25-pound bags. A total of 1,000,000 bags of shot were 
produced each year and this capacity could be doubled if necessary.

In 1882 the interior of the tower was destroyed by fire, but quickly 
rebuilt and the manufacture of shot continued until 1892. Then in 1921, 
the Union Oil Company purchased the building, but decided to abandon it 
shortly thereafter. This caused a group of citizens to raise $25,000 by 
subscription and present it to the City. It was briefly opened to the 
public, but is now closed. A new Shot Tower Historic Park is being planned 
for the surrounding area.
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

39° 17 ' 26" 76 ° 36 ' 20 "
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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