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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

5500-1 The battle of Kings Mountain took place on typical piedmont terrain,
in slightly rolling country lying between 660' and 1043' above sea level,
The area was covered with a dense, hardwood, virgin forest with interspeesed
pines. There was little or no ground brush and visibility on the forest
floor at times reached % mile. The battle took place between hardy colonial
frontiersmen from Virginia, Tennessee, the Carolimas and Georgia, led by
Colonel Campbell of Virginia & other frontier leaders, and a loyalist force
of about 125 provincial rangers and 1000 Carolina tory militia led by Colonel
Patrick Ferguson. o ' -

The fierce fight lasted for about one hour and terminated in a patriot vice J
tory..-As“the first signifigant victory for American forces in over two year
the battle began a chain of\events that culminated in the surrender of
British forces at Yorktown..,

The park is slowly returning to a hardwood staffé through natural plant
succession. Presently much of the area is covered with secondary growth,
;pp}udipgq:bp}gg pines and hardwoodss.. : _—

Kings Mountain National Military Park was 'established by an Act of Congress
on March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1508).

Significance: 1st Order

Longitude: NW 81° 251 15v Latitude: NW 35° 09! 30"
NE 819 210 3ov NE 35° 09! 30"
- - SE 81°-21' 30" SE 35° 07' 00"
SW 81° 251 15w sw 35° o7t 00"

s

Acreage: 3,950

Recommended Treatment: Restoration by means of allowing ground cover tp re=-

turn'to 1ts original condition through natural plant succession.

Historical Structure #2: The Howser House. The house is in a state of dise

repair. It appears to be unaltered with the probable exception of a wooden
room added to the back of the house,

The two-story house completed in 1803 is made of native stone, finished
smooth in frod and somewhat irregular on the sides. It has a cellar., The
interior is plastered with chainail moulding. Underneath the plaster sepa=
rating: the rooms are wooden slats. On each side of these slats a mixture of
clay and straw was used as insulation. The plaster was then of course,
placed dn top of this. Apparently every two feet or so a vertical board was
placed in the clay/straw mixture to hold it while drying, Fire places are on
each side of the house. There are 3 rooms downstairs, not countkng the wood-
en addition dating to about 1930, one chimey on each side of the house but
there is a fireplace for each room of the two on the east side.
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5500-1 Kings Mountain was a surprising action tha@')\altgd riumphant

northward movement of Lord Cornwallis, British comépdy Y in the South, who

_¥h he Revolution}

Though far removed from the main course of the Revolution, the hardy southern
Appalachian frontiersmen rose quickly to their own defense at Kings Mountain
and brought unexpected defeat to Cornwallis' Tory invaders under Major Patricl
Ferguson., With this great victory came an immediate turn of events in the
war in the South. Cornwallis abandoned his foothold in North Carolina and
withdrew to a defensive position in upper South Carolina to await reinforce-
ment. His northward march was thus delayed until January 1781, giving patrio
forces an opportunity to organize a new offensive in the South. After Kings
Mountain there also came a sharp upturn of patriot spirit in the Southern
Piedmont which completely unnerved the Tory organization in the region. This
renewed patriot resistance led eventually to the American victory at Yorktown
in 17681, The engagement at Kings Mountain was not only & memorable example of
the individual valor of the American frontier fighter, but also of the deadly
effectiveness of his hunting rifle.

[a]

<t

The battle of Kings Mountain on October 7, 1780 was an overwhelming blow
struck by American patiiots against British forces engaged in the relentless
Southern Campaign of the American Revolution. The mi}itary importance of this
sharp engagement was described in strong and realistic terms by Sir Henry
Clinton, then commander in chief of the British forces in North America. He
‘:poke of the battle as "an event which was immediately productive of the
orst Consequences to the King's affairs in South Carolina, and unhappily proved
the First Link of a Chain~of "Evils that followed each other in regular
sucession until they at last ended in the total loss of America.’

The site of the Battle of Kings Mountain is of the first order of historical
significance. It contains approximately 3950 acres, of Class VI Land.
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7. Description

“Historical Structure #2 continued: The Henry Howser House is a significant
architectural resource, illustrative of the social, cultural and economic his=-
tory of the region. Its architectural significance was recognized by the
National Park Service and the Historic American Buildings Survey more than 30
years ago. There are only several stone houses of this type in the Piedmont
Region of North and South Carolina.

Significance: 3rd Order

Longitude: 81° 24' Lo Latitude: 35° 08' 34"

1
4

Acreage: Less than
Recommended Treatment: Stabilization(as minimum) Preservation

Preliminary Cost Estimate: $38,000 (Minimum),

Historic Structure #3: Howser Barn Foundations. Presently, all that can be
found of the Howser barn foundations are L stone corners about 1 foot high
with one complete wall foundation about 21 feet long being evident. These
remains probably prepresent a typical farm building of the early 19th century.
Significance: 3rd Order

Longitude: 81° 24' 38" Latitude: 35° 08¢ 32%

Acreage: Approximately 1/8

Recommended Treatment: Stabilization (Preservation)

Preliminary Cost Estimate: No professional estimation have been arrived at.

Historic Structure #L: Howser Cemetery. Approximately 15 graves are in this
area covering about % acre. Some graves are sunken; others are marked, but
the stones have fallen and are somewhat deterior:teds The earlist legible
date cn any of the stones is 1811. This can be assumed to be a typical family
cemetery of the period in this secticn of the country. Similiar cemeteries
were established on most of the larger farms.

Significance: 3rd Order
Longitude: 81° 24t 34" Latitude: 35° 08! 37"

Acreage: Approximately %

GPO 921.724
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Historic Structure #L continued:

Pre ation
Recommended Treatment : §tabgf ze area, straighten, clean, and plumb headstonesg.

Preliminary Cost Estimate: Np professicnal estimate has yet been arrived at.

Historic Structure #5: Centennial Monument. This monument is 28 feet high,
rising from a square base of 18 feet. It tapers up by five steps to another
base 10 feet square., The pylon rises from there, its base being 5'7" square
feel, just above which are the marble plaques bearing inscriptions.

Structurally the monument is sound, its surface has been defaced slightly

by vandals. The monument was erected in 1880 by the Kings Mountain Battle-
ground Association to mark the location of the start of the battle.

Significance: ?2nd Order

Longitude: 81° 23' o2v Latitude: 35° 081 26"

Acreage: Less thank

Recommended Treatment: Routine maintenance and cleaning (Preservation)
Preliminary Cost Estmate: N/A

Historical Structure #6: U.S. Monument, The monument is a white granite
obelisk, 83 feet high, rising from a base 16'3" square, the diagonals of which
roughly face the cardinal points of the compass. Four bronze plaques 36" by
515" signify the event, list the commanders and military units of both sides
and also list the patriots killed in action. The monument was erected in 1909
by an act of Congress. It is in good condition. The Monument was erected in
1909 by Congress to mark the location of the most bitter fighting and the end
of the battle.

Significance: 2nd Order.

Longitude: 81° 22t gon Latitude: 35° 08' 32v

Acreage: Less than %

Recommended Treatment: Routine maintenance and cleaning (Preservation)

Preliminary Cost Estimate: N/A

GPO 921.724
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Historical Structure #7: "Ferguson Fell" monument. The time of erection of
the marker which marks the spot where Ferguson was wounded, is unknown, but
it was possibly put up as early as 1840, It is a rough stone monument mea~
suring 3'2" high and 1'10" by 1! 1" at the base.

The surface is worn, but inscription is legible. This stone marks the tradi-
tional spot where Colonel Patrick Ferguson, leader of the Tory force, was
mortally wounded.

Ferguson.

Breliminary

Historical Structure #8:
312" by 1'10" by 1'1",

Cost Estimate: N/A

014 Ferguson Grave Marker.

It possibly was erected as early as 184C.

Significance: 3rd Order

Longitude: 81° 227 L7v Latitude: 35° 08' 34"

Acreage: Less than %

Recommended Treatment: Routine maintenante and cleaning. (Preservation)

This is a granite block
which marks the foot of the grave of Colonel Patrick

The surface is worn, but inscription is legible. This early stone, possibly
erected around 1840, marks the foot of the traditional grave of Colonel
Patrick Ferguson,

Significance: 3rd Order

Longitude: 81° 221 L7n Latitude: 35° 08! 32"

1

Acreage: Less than 3

Recommended Treatment: Routine maintenance and cleaning (Preservation)

Preliminary Cost Estimate: N/A

Historical Structure #9: Old Chronicle Grave Marker. This old stone,
measuring 3'5" high by 1'10" by 11", was erected in 1815 by Dr. William
McClean to honor Major William Chronicle, Captain John Mattocks, William

Rabb, and John Boyd, all patriots killed in the battle. The stone is so
badly weathered that its original form and inscription can no longer be deter-
mined.,

Significance: 3rd Order

ade+—810 224 L Latitude: 35° 0Bt 370

GPO 921.724
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Historical Structure #9 continued:
Acreage: Less than 1/8
Recommended Treatment: Routine maintenance and cleaning (Preservation)
Preliminary Cost Estimate: N/A
Historical Structure #10: New Chronicle Grave Marker. This stone marker,
measuring L' high by 2'8" by 1'5", was erected in 191} to preserve the inscrip-
tion of the original 1815 marker. The inscription carved very simply in the
flat face of the stone. Present condition is good. The Kings Mountain Asso-
ciation of Yorkville(now York, South Carolina) erected this new marker in 191l
Significance: 3rd Order
Longitude: 81° 221 L) Latitude: 35° 08¢t 37"
Acreage: Less than 1/8
Recommended Treatment: Routine maintenance and cleaning (Preservation)
Preliminary Cost Estimate: N/A
Historical Structure #1l: TYorkville-Shelbyville Road. This is a dirt road
approximately two miles of which lie within the park boundaries. The midpoint
of the old road interseacts the Main Park Drive, and its western half is closed
to the public. The average width of the road is about fifteen feet, and it is
presently in good ceridition. This dirt road, dating from before 1800, was at
one time one of the major thoroughfares in this vicinity. The mountainmen of
1780 used portions of this road when entering the area before the battle.

Significance: 2nd Order

Longitude: NE End 813 221 33" Latitude: NE End 35° 09! 25
SW End 81~ 24 o7" SW End 35° 08! L5"

Acreage: Approsimately 6
Recommended Treatment: Routine maintenance, including grading (Preservation)

Preliminary Cost Estimate: Approximately $75.00 Bi-annually

GPO 921.724
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Historical Structure #12: O0ld Indian Trail. Little evidence remains of the
original trail, traditionally thought to be an Indian trail, although traces
of a later public road, now abandoned, mark its route.

Trail is overgrown, but still discernible in places. Part-of this trail will
be incorporated into the battlefield trail. Main Park Drive covers part of the
old trail. We are unable to ascertain whether there actually is prehistoric
significance to this old trail. It was a public road when the Park Service too
over this area. Either as a trail or a road, this route probably existed at th
time of the Battle of Kings Mountain and may have been followed by some of the
mountain men.

[a)

—

Significance: 2nd Order

Longitude: NW End 81° 23 L Latitude: NW End 35 09' og"
SE End 81° 211 L) SE End 35° 08! 08"

Acreage: Approximately 6

Recommended Treatment: Preservation
Preliminary Cost Estimate: $300.00

Historical Structure #13: Mary Morris(Norman) House. Presently, this six-room,
one-bath house is occupied as a residence by the park maintenance foreman. It
is a wood fram building with a tin roof and has undergone many alterations since
its construction in about 1880. The Park Service acquired it in 1960. This old
house has no historical significance other than its age.

Significance: 3rd Order

Longitude: 81° 2l 17" Latitude: 35° 08' L3"

Acreage: Less than %

Recommended Treatment: Preservation

Preliminary Cost Estimate: N/A

Historical Structure #llL: Gordon Cemetery. This old family cemetery covers
about one-quarter acre and contains probably twelve graves. Only two headstongs,
dated 1845 and 1858, are still evident, although anumber of footstones, one

dressed and with initials and the remainder simple natural stones, can still
be seen,

GPO 921.724
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7. Description
Historical Structure #lL continued: The cemetery is of local interest only.

The individual who died in 18L5 was 13 years old at the time of the Battle of
Kings Mountain, although it is not known if he lived in the area at the time.

Significance: 3rd Order

)
Longitude: 81° 23+ 12 Latitude: 35 07! L2"
Acreage: Less than %

Recommended Treatment: Preservation

Preliminary Cost Estimate: No professional estimate has yet been arrived at.

~ RECEIVED

(24 WAR 171976
NATICINAL
REGISTER
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Geographical Data Kings Mountain National Military Park
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Historic
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Historic

Historic
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Historic
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Historie

Historic

Historic

Historic

KINGS MOUNTAIN NATIONAL MILITARY PARK

List of Classified Structures Report

Kings Mountain National Military Park

Structure #2 The Howser House
Longitude: 81° 24t Lo

Struéture #3 The HowseroBarn Foundations
Longitude: 81" 24' 38"

Structure #l4 Howser Cemetery
Longitude: 81° 241 3y

Structure #5 Centennial Monument
Longitude: 81° 231 02"

Structure #6 United States Monument
Longitude: 81° 22t gon

Structure #7 "Ferguson Fell Monument"
Longitude: 81° 221 Ly

Structure #8 0ld Ferguson Grave Marker
Longitude: 81° 221 7

Structure #9 014 Chronicle Grave Marker
Longitude: 81° 221 L

Structure #10 New Chroniecle Grave Marker
Léngitude: 81~ 22! Li"

Structure #11 Yorkville-Shelbygille Road
Longitude: NE End 81~ 22! 33"
: SW End 81° 24! O7v

Structure #12 0ld Indian Trail
Longitude: NW End 818 231 L7
SE End 81~ 21! Li»

Structure #13 Mary Morris(Norman) House
Longitude: 81° 24t 17"

Structure #lhL Gordon Cemetery
Longitude: 81° 23t 120

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

Latitude:

08" 3hn
081 32v
08! 37
081 26v
081 32"
08! 34"
35° o8* 32n
35° 081 37"
35°

08¢ 37n

NE End 35° 091 25w
SW End 35° 081 L5

NW End 35° 09t o8
SE End 35° 08108

350 081 L3"

3597 142"
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REGISTRATION FORM INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION

\ . \ . NATIONAL PARYK SR
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinatigns for Lgd1v1gugl“propgggles and

districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the
appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the
property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories
from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets
(NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Kings Mountain National Military Park

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Kings Mountain National Military Park (KIMO)

Located approx. % mile south of Cleveland County, NC, between

Kings Creek and Kings Mountain State Park.
not for publication

city or town Kings Mountain, NC vicinity _x
state South Carolina code _SC county York code 091
Cherokee 021

zip code 29702

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of
1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I
recommend that this property be considered significant ____ nationally ____
statgwide ____ 1locally ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/2// / G4/

Signatufe of certifying pfficial pdte’

VPS

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Kings Mountain National Military Park
York County, South Carolina Page 2

4. National Park S8ervice Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register

_X_ other (explain): Qiddioea|

Qocurn entadion QarepHtd
Signature of(Reeper

/198

Date ©f Action

S. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
____ private ____ building(s)
____ public-local _x district

____ public-state ___ site
_X public-Federal ____ structure
____ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed properties in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing

3 10 buildings
1 0 sites

6 4 structures
5 2 objects

15 16 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register _13

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part
of a multiple property listing.)




USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Kings Mountain National Military Park

York County, South Carolina Page 3

e D 5o 2 Rt

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Defense: battle site

Recreation and Culture: monument/

marker
Landscape: park

Domestic: single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence:

agricultural field

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Recreation and Culture: monument/
__marker

Landscape: park

Domestic: single dwelling

Vacant/Not in Use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Early Republic: Federal

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals:
Beaux Arts, Colonial Revival

Modern Movement

Other: NPS rustic style in the East

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation: Stone
Brick

walls: Stone: granite

roof: Wood: shingle
Asbestos
Stone: slate

other: Stone: marble
Metal: bronze
Metal

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X _ A

Property is associated with events that have made a significant

contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in

our past.

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack

individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important
in prehistory or history.
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Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
c a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
x F a commemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the
past 50 years.
Areas of Significance Period of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
1780
Military 1803-1941

Architecture
Other: Commemoration
Landscape Architecture

Significant Dates

1780
1909
1803
1815
1880
Significant Person 1931
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 1940

Sevier, John
Shelby, Isaac
Campbell, William
Ferquson, Patrick

Cultural Affiliation Architect/Builder

Euro-American McKim, Mead & White
Howser, Henry
National Park Service

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Blbllographlzal References!

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

[T |

Primary Location of Additional Data
____ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

| 1]l

Name of repository: National Park Service, Southeast Regional Office;
Kings Mountain National Military Park

10. Geograph!cal Data

Acreage of Property 3,945
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
A 17 461480 3888500 D 17 467290 3888130
B 17 461410 3890530 F 17 462270 3885560
C 17 467090 3890430 F

See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
continuation sheet.)
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title Robert W. Blythe, Historian; Maureen A. Carroll; Historian;
Steven H. Moffson, Architectural Historian

organization National Park Service, Southeast Regional Office

date November 16, 1994

street & number 75 Spring Street, S.W. telephone (404) 331-5988
city or town Atlanta state GA zip code 30303

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
Or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner (Complete this item dat the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name National Park Service

street & number P.O. Box 37127 telephone

city or town Washington state DC zip code 20013-7127
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Description of Kings Mountain National Military Park

Kings Mountain National Military Park (Park) commemorates an important
Revolutionary War engagement: the victory of Patriot militia, from North and
South Carolina, Virginia, present-day Tennessee, and Georgia, over Loyalist
forces on October 7, 1780, at the Battle of Kings Mountain.! The spontaneous
rising of a Patriot militia army in the absence of any call from the
Continental Congress or state officials exemplified the self-reliance and
initiative of backcountry settlers. The Patriot victory at Kings Mountain
temporarily halted the advance of a British army northward into North Carolina,
and was the first in a string of British defeats that culminated in the October
1781 surrender of Lt. Gen. Charles Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia.

The bulk of the Park, including Battleground Ridge’ where the engagement
occurred, is located in York County, South Carolina, with additional Park
acreage lying within Cherokee County. The Park contains 3,945.29 acres, all
federally owned, and adjoins the 6,100~-acre Kings Mountain State Park. The
Park lies one-~half mile south of the North Carolina border and midway between
Charlotte, North Carolina, forty miles to the northeast, and Spartanburg, South
Carolina, forty miles to the southwest. The park is reached from both the
northwest and east via State Road 216; the Park lies two miles south of Exit
Two of Interstate Highway 85 and three miles west of South Carolina 161. State
Road 216 ends at the Park boundary and becomes federally owned and maintained
Main Park Drive.?

The Park is located in a predominantly rural portion of the South Carolina
Piedmont, an approximately 100-mile-wide strip of gently rolling terrain that
lies between the Sandhills to the southeast and the Blue Ridge Mountains to the
northwest. The bedrock of the Piedmont consists primarily of Precambrian
metamorphic formations overlain by yellow and red clays; topography is largely
a product of river and stream action. Battleground Ridge is a spur of the 16-
mile Kings Mountain Range, a monadnock formation that rises above the

IThe modern spelling of Kings Mountain, without an apostrophe, will be used
throughout this report, except in direct quotations and the names of
organizations, where the spelling appearing in the original will be used.

’The name "Battleground Ridge" obviously gained currency after the Battle
of Kings Mountain, but it will be used throughout this study to distinguish the
spur where the battle occurred from the larger Kings Mountain Range.

3'he National Parks: Index 1991 (Washington, D.C.: National Park Service,
Office of Public Affairs and Division of Publications, 1991), 67; "Statement
for Management, Kings Mountain National Military Park" (National Park Service,
August 16, 1991, Typescript), 6.
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surrounding plateau. 1In 1780, York County was sparsely settled by a few small
farmers, ?nd a mature hardwood forest with occasional stands of pine covered
the land.

During the first half of the nineteenth century, York County residents cleared
much of the remaining forest for farms, most of which contained fewer than 200
acres. Cotton was an important crop in the area from the early nineteenth
century until the 1920s, when the depredations of the boll weevil and soil
depletion severely curtailed cotton culture. In the late nineteenth century,
textile mills were established in the eastern portion of the county,
particularly in Rock Hill. Following World War II, York County settlers and
those throughout the Piedmont increasingly abandoned farmland, and it returned
to forest. Beginning in the 1960s, diversified industrial firms also moved to
the county. York County is part of the Charlotte~-Gastonia-Rock Hill Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Area, and exurban residential development is occurring
in the northern and eastern portions of the county. The area between the
Park’s northern boundary and the North Carolina line has attracted scattered
residential developments.’

A century of private commemoration at Kings Mountain preceded the first
involvement of the federal government in the early twentieth century. 1In 1815,
Dr. William McLean erected a small marker on the battlefield, one of the first
such gestures to commemorate American war dead. In 1880, the King’s Mountain
Centennial Association, supported by private and state subscriptions, purchased
a thirty-nine-and-one-half-acre portion of the Battleground Ridge and unveiled
the Centennial Monument. The U.S. Congress appropriated funds for the United
States Monument, dedicated in 1909 and designed by the prominent New York
architectural firm McKim, Mead & White. Local chapters of the Daughters of the
American Revolution and individuals also raised a number of markers on the
battleground in the early twentieth century. 1In 1930, President Herbert Hoover
addressed a crowd of more than 75,000 at a ceremony marking the battle’s
sesquicentennial. After years of lobbying efforts, an act of Congress
established the Kings Mountain National Military Park on March 3, 1931. The

‘South Carolina Department of Archives and History, "York County Historical
and Architectural Inventory," (Columbia, S.C.: 1992), 3-4. A more detailed
description of area topography and vegetation in the 1780s appears below in
Context A.

Ssouth Carolina Department of Archives and History, 7-15; "Statement for
Management, Kings Mountain National Military Park," 15; Charles F. Kovacik and
John J. Winberry, South Carolina: A Geography (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press,
1987), 43, 146.
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War Department administered the Park until August 10, 1933, when it was
transferred to the National Park Service (NPS).$

The NPS and the State of South Carolina planned and developed a recreation
demonstration area in tandem with the military park on more than 10,000 acres
acquired by NPS in the 1930s. Under NPS direction, Civilian Conservation Corps
labor accomplished most of the development work between 1937 and 1942. As
planned, the federal government deeded approximately 6,000 acres of
recreational land to the State of South Carolina in 1940 for a state park,
leaving 4,012 acres for the national military park. Subsequent minor land
exchanges produced the current Park acreage of 3,945.29.7

Park cultural resources from the Revolutionary War period are the battlefield
itself and the Battleground Road (Colonial Road), which was used by both armies
to reach Battleground Ridge. A number of monuments and markers commemorating
the battle and its participants are present. The 1803 Howser House, foundation
remnants of its barn, the family cemetery, and associated roads represent
nineteenth-century settlement of the area. The circa 1902 Goforth-Morris
Norman House is currently used as staff quarters. The Park has a 1941
headquarters building, a 1975 Visitor Center, maintenance and residential
complexes, 11.7 miles of roads, and 23.9 miles of walks and trails.

Because ample recreational facilities are available in the adjacent state park,
Kings Mountain National Military Park has no picnic grounds or camping
facilities. A system of hiking trails connects the two parks, and staff from
both parks work together on planning and management issues.

Descriptions of Contributing Properties
Previously Listed Contributing Resources

Battleground Road (Colonial Road), before 1780: This approximately 20’/-wide
road segment, with 3/-4’ embankment in areas, begins near Main Park Road and
then proceeds southeast toward the battlefield. It is considerably overgrown.
South embankment was altered by construction of Main Park Road. (Structure:
IDLCS 12253)

Centennial Monument, 1880: A 28’ high, four-sided, gray granite shaft at the
south end of the battlefield. The base is composed of five reticulated granite
steps. The shaft is divided into three sections and tapers toward the

SGregory De Van Massey, "An Administrative History of Kings Mountain
National Military Park" (National Park Service, Southeast Region, 1985), 7-17.

'De Van Massey, 19-81.
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capstone. Each side contains an inscribed marble tablet. (Structure: IDLCS
12246)

Chronicle (McLean) Marker, 1815: This is a badly damaged 2’ x 1/ x 3’ marker
with weathered inscriptions on the north face. The marker faces north away
from the asphalt battlefield trail, across from the DAR marker and west of the
New Chronicle marker. (Object: IDLCS 12250)

Ferguson Fell Marker, 1909: A 2’ x 3.5’ x 1’ granite rock-faced shaft with a
beveled face (approx. 1.5’ x 9") inscribed: "Here/Col. Ferguson/Fell/oct. 7,
1780." Beveled face has been vandalized. It is located northwest of Ferguson
grave and nearly abuts asphalt trail. (Object: IDLCS 12248)

Ferguson Grave Marker and Cairn, 1909: The cairn consists of a 21’ x 17’ x 3’

stone rubble mound located behind a 1930 granite marker. The original granite
marker lies at the northeast end of the cairn with only its inscribed beveled

face exposed: "Here/Col. Ferguson/Was/Burried." (Structure: IDLCS 12449)

Gordon Cemetery, 1800-1860: A rural cemetery measuring 52’ x 45’ with twelve
identifiable graves. Three are marked with mid-nineteenth-century headstones,
five are marked with fieldstones, and four are identified by depressions in the
earth. It is located on high ground in a clearing at the south end of the
park. (Site: IDLCS 90217)

Henry Howser House, 1803: A 31’ x 27’, two-story, three-bay, double-pile stone
house set on a raised basement. The wood-shingled, side~-gable roof is flanked
by two, interior gable-end chimneys. The symmetrical exterior belies a more
traditional German three-room floor plan. (Building: IDLCS 12243)

Howser Cemetery, 18l11l-circa 1900: Located on a rise north of the Howser House,
the Howser Cemetery includes the graves of Henry Howser and his family.
Fourteen marked graves with approximately eight to ten marble and granite
early- and mid-nineteenth-century headstones are present. Numerous other
graves are identified by soil depressions. Headstones face east. Some
depressions were filled and headstones righted in 1989. (Site: IDLCS 90218)

Howser Outbuilding Sites (7), 1790-1882: The sites of three animal barns, a
tenant house, and a cotton house are located on the south side of Howser Road,
opposite the Howser House. Except for the outline of a barn’s stone
foundation, these sites are virtually indistinguishable from the surrounding
wooded terrain. There are above-surface remains at the sites of the well and
privy, which are located on the east and west sides of the house. (Site)

Goforth-Morris Norman House, circa 1902: A one-story, three-bay, single-pile
frame dwelling with central passage plan, side-gable roof, and rear ell. It
features two brick and stone gable-end chimneys, additions at rear, and a
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3/4-width front porch. Mostly original materials remain, although NPS altered
the interior with sheetrock. (Building: IDLCS 12254)

“New" Chronicle (DAR) Marker, 1909: This 2.5’ x 1.5’ x 3.5’, granite marker has
a smooth, inscribed face and rock-faced sides and back. It is set in a
concrete foundation along the asphalt battlefield trail facing south. It is
east of the 01d Chronicle marker and north of the DAR marker. (Object: IDLCS
12251)

U. 8. Monument, 1909: Located on the north end of Battleground Ridge, the 83’
monument is a hollow-brick obelisk faced with Mt. Airy white granite. It
features a two-step base and a bronze tablet and low-relief frieze on each of
four sides. Sandblasting in 1957 significantly damaged friezes on north and
east sides. (Structure: IDLCS 12247)

Yorkville-Shelbyville Road, circa 1808: An approximately 27’ wide, dirt and
gravel road that traverses the park for 3.2 miles on an east-west axis. It is
minimally maintained between Stone House Road and Main Park Road as a fire
road. East of Main Park Road to Love Valley Road it has a good gravel surface
and is open to the public. (Structure: IDLCS 12252)

New Contributing Resources

Administration Building, 1940-41: The 57’ x 61’ Administration Building is a
T-plan, one-and-one-half-story, five-bay structure with a double-pitched gable
roof and a full-width front porch. Walls are laid with coursed, rock-faced,
load~-bearing masonry. An interior gable-end chimney is located on the south
end. (Building: IDLCS 90164)

Administration Building Flagstaff, circa 1941: The flagstaff is an
approximately 35’ tall, freestanding tapered metal pole. It is located
approximately 25’ southeast of the Administration Building.

(Structure: IDLCS 90220)

Administration Building Parking Area, 1939-1943: The 170’ x 45’ parking area is
located across Main Park Road from the Administration Building and features low
stone walls and drains on the north and east sides. The south end features an

L-shaped flagstone walk. (Structure: IDLCS 90165)

Chronicle Fell Marker, 1925: A 3.5/, uncut, roughly conical-shaped granite
marker with a bronze plaque set on a concrete base. The marker is sited on a
dais with a coursed, terraced, granite retaining wall and faces northeast
toward the battlefield trail. It is one of three Chronicle markers at the foot
of the trail. (Object: IDLCS 17106)
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Col. Asbury Coward Marker, 1931: This is a 2’ x 2’ x 2’ uncut granite marker
with a 19" x 15" bronze plaque that commemorates the Kings Mountain Centennial
Association leader. The marker faces north and is located on the south side of
the trail, east of the Centennial Monument. (Object: IDLCS 17107)

Col. Frederick Hambright Marker, 1939: A 5’ x 2’ x 4’ trapezoidal stone marker
with a 1.5’ x 1’ bronze plaque. The marker is set on a roughly coursed stone
base with rude mortar joints. Stone and plaque have been damaged by vandals.
Marker is approximately 100’ north of Ferguson Fell Marker off trail.
(Object: IDLCS 17109)

Howser Terraces (3), circa 1880-1920: A series of three terraces running
north-south between Kings Creek and the rear of the Howser House. The
uppermost terrace is approximately 70’ long, rectilinear, and features a 3’'-
high stone retaining wall. Archeological investigations have definitively
linked this walled terrace with the construction of the house. Lower terraces
are 500-600’ long, curvilinear, and do not feature retaining walls. Their
exact age is unknown. (Structure: IDLCS 90161)

Howser Road, circa 1800: This 12’ to 16’-wide, gravel-surfaced road runs in an
east-west direction from Main Park Road to Stone House Road west of the Howser
House. It formerly was part of the Yorkville-Shelbyville Road, which now is
located outside the park boundary. (Structure: IDLCS 90159)

Kings Mountain Battlefield: An approximately 600-yard-long and 60- to 120-yard-
wide ridge and its steep wooded slopes. The grassed and largely open crest is
anchored at each end by the Centennial and U. S. Monuments and bisected by the
Battleground Pedestrian Trail. Battleground Ridge rises approximately 60 feet
above the surrounding plain. There are several features of this site that
contribute to its integrity as a battlefield and commemorative landscape and
they include: topography, vegetation, monumentation, trails intended for
circulation among the monuments and markers and for access to the ridge, and
views of the overall battlefield and the significant scenes of action. (Site)

Main Park Road, 1937-1941: Built with CCC labor and paved by NPS, the road has
20’ of pavement within a 30’ graded width. Grassed shoulders have 3/-5’ cuts.
It features granite curbing and stone culverts and some stone gutters, located
near the Visitor Center. Main Park Road replaced parts of Battleground and
One-Day roads. (Structure: IDLCS 90157, 90158, 90219)

“New" Ferguson Grave Marker, 1930: This 3’ x 1’/ x 6.5’, pink granite marker is
in the form of a pointed arch with rock-faced sides and an inscribed and
polished face. The stone faces south toward an asphalt trail. The rock cairn
and original Ferguson grave marker are located behind it. (Object: IDLCS
90160)
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Norman Shed, circa 1940: A 14’ x 16’ one-story, gable-front frame shed with
flush horizontal wood siding. Shed rests on stone piers and has a roof clad
with sheet metal. It features vertical plank doors and three, six-light
casement windows. (Building: IDLCS 90162)

President Hoover Marker, 1931: This marker is a 5’ x 1’ x 4’, uncut granite
stone with a 12" x 19" bronze plaque that marks the site where President
Herbert C. Hoover addressed a large crowd at the sesquicentennial of the
battle. The marker is located on a wooded rise east of the pedestrian trail
and west of Battleground Ridge. (Object: IDLCS 17105)

Stone House Road (Dillingham Road), 1808-1827: A road trace that runs roughly
north-south between Howser Road and the western boundary of the park. Stone
House Road crosses Dillingham Branch south of the Howser House. (Structure)

Ssuperintendent’s Residence, 1940-41: The 52’ x 34’ Superintendent’s Residence
is a one-and-one-half-story, three-bay, double-pile Colonial Revival house with
a one-story side ell. The steep, side-gabled roof features three gable-front
dormers and two more joined by a shed-roofed dormer at rear. (Building: IDLCS
90163)

Noncontributing Properties

Amphitheater, 1939: Altered in the mid-1970s, the amphitheater no longer
retains its original scenic setting. NPS added an enlarged stage, paved and
formalized the seating area, and removed vegetation that contributed to the
naturalistic setting. (Structure)

Kings Mountain Battleground Marker, 1931: (IDLCS 17103): Removed from its
original location on the battleground in 1941 and reset along the Main Park
Road upon its completion. Removed from the battleground commemorative site,
the marker now marks the entrance into the military park and has lost its
original association with the local commemorative effort upon Battleground
Ridge. (Object)

Lt. Col. James Hawthorn Marker, 1949 (IDLCS 17108): Constructed after the
period of significance for Context B. (Object)

Maintenance Facility, 1958-1973: Constructed after the period of significance
for Context C. (3 buildings, 1 structure)

Springhouse, 1937-1942: Altered by NPS in the mid-1970s, it no longer retains
architectural integrity. (Building)

staff Quarters, 1955-1965: Constructed after the period of significance for
Context C. (4 Buildings)
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Radio Transmitter Building, 1985-1986: Nonhistoric. (Building)
Water Filtration Plant: Nonhistoric. (Structure)
Visitor Center, circa 1975: Nonhistoric. (Building)

Deer S8pring Wall, circa 1939-1966: Mentioned in accounts of the battle, this
spring reputedly marks the site of the deer camp, but the authenticity of the
site cannot be verified by existing documentation and has not undergone
archeological testing. Several other springs punctuate the battleground
landscape, although no structures (spring walls) are associated with thenmn.
(Structure)
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Statement of Significance

This nomination assesses the eligibility and evaluates the integrity of the
Site’s cultural resources within four historic contexts. These contexts relate
to historic themes identified by the National Park Service and the South
Carolina SHPO. The thematic framework of the NPS is outlined in History and
Prehistory in the National Park System and the National Landmark Program.

South Carolina has identified a number of historic contexts, some of which
relate to the HRS contexts. The following historic contexts have been
developed for this study:

A. The Battle of Kings Mountain, September-October 1780

B. Commemorating the American Revolution: The Influence of Veterans and
Patriotic Organizations, Kings Mountain National Military Park, 1815~
1939

c. Rural Settlers and Their Houses: Expressions of American Vernacular
Architecture and Settlement Patterns in the South Carolina Piedmont,
1803-1940.

D. Park Development and Park Architecture, 1932-1942.

Context A, "The Battle of Kings Mountain, September-October 1780," corresponds
closely to the NPS subtheme "War in the South" under theme IV, "The American
Revolution." Context A also relates to the South Carolina Historic Context
"Military History Sites."

Context B, "Commemorating the American Revolution: The Influence of Veterans
and Patriotic Organizations, Kings Mountain National Military Park, 1815-1939,"
outlines the development of commemorative activity related to historic events
and individuals, an evolving area in historic context studies. Context B
relates most directly to NPS theme XXXIII, "Historic Preservation," especially
subtheme B, "Regional Efforts: The South, 1860-1890" and subtheme G, "The
Federal Government Enters the Movement, 1884-1949." The decorative and
designed monumentation on the battlefield relates to theme XVI, "Architecture."
Currently, South Carolina has not identified a historic context relating to
commemoration.

Context C, "Rural Settlers and Their Houses: Expressions of American Vernacular
Architecture and Settlement Patterns in the South Carolina Piedmont, 1803~
1940," relates to several NPS themes. Context C relates to subtheme X,
"Vernacular," of theme XVI, "Architecture"; theme XVII, "Landscape
Architecture"; and subthemes B, "Farming Communities," and E, "Ethnic
Communities," of theme XXX, "American Ways of Life." The South Carolina
historic contexts "Farmsteads and Rural Landscapes" and "Burial Grounds in
South Carolina" are relevant to Context C.
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Context D, "Park Development and Park Architecture, 1932-1942" relates to
subtheme Y, "Rustic Architecture," under theme XVI, "Architecture" facet 3,
"The National Park Service and the New Deal," of subtheme H, "The Federal
Government Enters the Movement, 1884-1949," of theme XXXIII, "Historic
Preservation."

A. The Battle of Kings Mountain, September-October 1780
1. Context Narrative

The Battle of Kings Mountain (October 7, 1780) was one of the most dramatic and
hotly contested of the Revolutionary War. On an isolated ridge top in the
Carolina backcountry, 900 American Patriots surrounded and overwhelmed an
approximately equal number of American Loyalists. The only Briton on the field
was Maj. Patrick Ferguson, commander of the Loyalist force. The Loyalists
fought in close-order ranks with volley fire and bayonet charges, while the
Patriots fought frontier-style from behind trees and rocks. The phenomenon of
Patriots spontaneously organizing under the leadership of militia colonels to
track down Ferguson’s force exemplified the self-sufficiency and emerging
democracy of the American frontier. The rout of the Loyalists at Kings
Mountain was the first major setback for Britain’s southern strategy and began
a train of events that culminated in Cornwallis’s surrender at Yorktown.

The Battle of Kings Mountain within the Context of the Revolutionary War
Campaigns in the southern colonies,® beginning in late 1778 and ending in the
British surrender at Yorktown, Virginia (October 19, 1781), were critical in
achieving American independence. Unable to win a decisive victory over Lt.
Gen. George Washington’s Continental Army in the North, the British government
in 1778 shifted its strategic focus to the southern colonies. With few new
regular troops available, London hoped to arm and organize southern Loyalists
to carry more of the war’s burden. The southern strategy also aimed to deprive
the rebellious Americans of revenue from southern staples—tobacco, rice,
indigo, and naval stores. Southern military action included typical
eighteenth-century set-piece battles as well as hundreds of smaller skirmishes
and partisan raids. The Battle of Kings Mountain (October 7, 1780) brought an
abrupt reversal of Britain’s fortunes in the South. Although the campaigns of
Washington’s army in the North have received far more attention, the failure of
the British southern campaigns finally convinced London of the impossibility of
retaining its North American colonies. To understand the role of the Battle of
Kings Mountain in the American Revolution, it is appropriate to summarize the
broader background of the revolutionary movement.

3The southern colonies were Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina,
and Georgia. This overview deals with Revolutionary War actions in all except
Maryland.
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origins of the Revolutionary Movement

The French and Indian War (1755-1763), the American component of the European
Seven Years War, brought out the underlying tensions in the relationship
between Great Britain and her North American colonies. England and France, the
major protagonists, fought in Europe, the West Indies, North America, and on
the high seas. 1In this wide-ranging conflict between imperial powers, the
American colonists were primarily interested in whether France or Great Britain
would dominate the region west of the Appalachians, which already was
attracting settlers from the thirteen colonies. Americans and Britons had very
different responses to Britain’s decisive victory over France in the war.
Americans focused on the role of colonial troops in defeating the French and
their Native American allies in North America, while the British government was
appalled by the meager financial contribution of some colonies and widespread
American trade with the enemy during the war. In the 1763 Peace of Paris,
France ceded to Britain all of its possessions east of the Mississippi. With
the French no longer present to impede western settlement and arm Native
Americans, Americans in the thirteen colonies felt less need for British
protection and more inclined to pursue an independent course. The British
government, by contrast, was determined to more closely regulate colonial trade
and make the Americans share more of the burden of military defense.

The new British initiatives disrupted the traditional division of authority
between Parliament and the colonies that Americans took for granted. Before
1763, Americans generally did not challenge the British Parliament’s authority
to legislate in the areas of foreign affairs and overseas trade, as long as
colonial assemblies, popularly elected through limited suffrage, were permitted
to deal with most internal matters. The Americans also relied upon a very
loose enforcement of British trade regulations. Conflicts occasionally arose
when royal governors asserted the crown’s authority too vigorously, but most
governors accommodated the will of a colonial assembly rather than force a
confrontation.

Following the French and Indian War, the British Parliament enacted a number of
laws designed to establish its control over settlement of the Transappalachian
region, regqulate colonial commerce, and raise revenue from the colonies. These
modifications to the traditional, flexible system of colonial administration
elicited opposition from many Americans. The new initiatives had the support
of King George III (reigning 1760-1820), who at this time personally directed
much of British policy through his allies in Parliament and the ministries.
George III was largely ignorant of colonial affairs but strongly opposed
measures that seemed to weaken the British government’s absolute authority.’

John D. Hicks, The Federal Union: A History of the United States to 1877
3d ed. (Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside Press, 1957), 116; Samuel Eliot Morison,
The Oxford History of the American People (New York: Oxford University Press,
1965), 198-99.
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The first British move that disturbed Americans was the Proclamation of 1763,
which imposed a moratorium on all settlement west of the Appalachians and
ordered pioneers already resident there to return. The British government then
acted to tighten the notoriously lax enforcement of colonial customs
regulations. The Revenue Act of 1764 (popularly known as the Sugar Act)
actually lowered the duty paid on molasses imported to North America, but the
British ministry for the first time acted to enforce collection of the duty.
Both of these acts were unpopular in America, but the Stamp Act of 1765 aroused
a storm of opposition.!® The tax stamps required on newspapers and legal
documents were intended solely to raise revenue and led some Americans to
articulate a position opposing "taxation without representation." Proponents
of this position asserted that the British Parliament, which contained no
American members, had no authority to levy taxes on the colonists. Americans
acknowledged an allegiance to the British crown, but increasingly believed that
only their own assemblies could legislate for them. Some argued that the royal
charters that established the colonies formed compacts between the colonists
and the king, giving no jurisdiction to Parliament. Others conceded
Parliament’s authority to regulate colonial trade but not to tax the colonists.
Although the theoretical justifications varied, many Americans moved gradually
to a stance that denied any right of Parliament to legislate for them.!

Nine colonies, including South Carolina, sent representatives to a Stamp Act
congress in New York City in October 1765. The Congress adopted resolutions
opposing taxation without representation. In May, the Virginia Assembly had
already registered its strong opposition to the Stamp Act in the Virginia
Resolves, introduced by Patrick Henry. Going well beyond statements of
principle, Americans openly ignored the Stamp Act and prevented stamp agents
from carrying out its provisions. A number of violent acts occurred, including
the burning of a Massachusetts justice’s house in Boston by a mob. Faced with
nearly universal American opposition, Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in
March 1766, but asserted its absolute legislative authority over the colonies
in a declaratory act. Repeal eased colonial relations, but renewed efforts in
1767 to impose higher customs duties brought renewed conflict. The Townshend
Duty Act (named for Charles Townshend, British chancellor of the exchequer),
which imposed duties on imported tea, paper, glass, lead, and painters’ colors,
was a direct challenge to the prevailing American theory of taxation.?

Opposition to the Townshend Act was especially strong in Massachusetts, where
many merchants had grown rich by openly flouting British customs regulations.
The Americans threatened the livelihood of British merchants by refusing to

"Hicks, 111-16; Morison, 183-85.

lRobert Middlekauff, The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-
1789 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1982), 124-25.

2Hicks, 114-17; Morison, 186-90; Middlekauff, 79-83, 124-25.
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accept British goods; British merchants in turn pressured Parliament to back
down. In 1770, Parliament rescinded all duties but that on tea, and relative
calm returned to colonial relations. The Americans, however, were now on alert
to oppose any parliamentary act that adversely affected them. 1In 1772,
committees of correspondence were organized throughout the colonies, providing
a communications network ready to spring into activity at the next crisis.®

That crisis came with the 1773 Tea Act, designed by Parliament to aid the East
India Tea Company and assert parliamentary authority. The new duty on tea
provoked a storm of opposition, including the destruction of a cargo of British
tea by a mob, later dubbed the Boston Tea Party, on December 16, 1773. The
violent American response inflamed public opinion in Britain and led Parliament
to pass the "Intolerable Acts" of early 1774. These draconian measures
included the revoking of the Massachusetts colonial charter, closing the port
of Boston, and authorizing colonial governors to requisition private buildings
for quartering British troops. These events hardened positions on both sides
of the Atlantic, and advocates of independence began to dominate colonial
politics.™

Americans responded to Parliament’s tough stance by organizing militia
companies and stockpiling munitions in New England, and sending representatives
to the First Continental Congress, which convened in Philadelphia in September
1774. The congress adopted a Declaration of Rights embodying the American
position on the limits of parliamentary authority and backed it up by
authorizing the nonimportation of British goods under an agreement known as the
"Association." Massachusetts at this time organized an independent provincial
congress in defiance of British authority. British merchants again urged
accommodation, but George III and Parliament opposed any compromise.
Hostilities began when British Maj. Gen. Thomas Gage sent troops from Boston to
seize armaments collected by Massachusetts militia companies. On April 19,
1775, American militia clashed with the British troops at the villages of
Lexington and Concord, commencing the American Revolutionary War.'

The American Situation at the War’s Beginning

The American Revolution was both a struggle for independence from Britain and a
civil war among Americans over the appropriate form of government. Proponents
of separation dominated the Second Continental Congress, which convened in
1775, but as many as one-third of Americans remained loyal to the British
crown. Out of a total population of 2.5 million, approximately 50,000
Americans fought with the British to maintain royal authority, while some

BHicks, 118-20; Morison, 190-94.
“Hicks, 120-33; Morison, 203-6.

BHicks, 123-27; Morison, 206-10, 212-15.



NPS Form 10-900-a (8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior Kings Mountain

National Park Service National Military Park
name of property

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET York County, South Carolina
county and State

Section 8 bPage 14

200,000 fought for independence.!® Sentiment for independence was strongest in
New England and Virginia; New York and the Carolinas contained substantial
numbers of Loyalists. Royal authority rarely touched the lives of many
Americans living in the Carolina and Virginia upcountry, and many backcountry
residents were indifferent to the issues of trade and taxation at the core of
the dispute. The struggle between American Patriots (or Whigs) and American
Loyalists (or Tories) was often bitter, with neighbor fighting neighbor in
guerilla warfare. No effective civil authority, royal or revolutionary,
existed in the Carolinas during portions of the war, leaving them close to a
state of anarchy. Many Americans simply tried to stay out of the conflict
entirely but often were compelled to take a stand. Changes of allegiance
accomplished at gunpoint to prevent destruction of property and bloodshed were
common.

At the strategic level, Britain needed to reassert authority in a vast
territory stretching from Maine to Georgia. At various times, British strategy
concentrated on isolating and overwhelming the rebellious New Englanders,
decisively defeating Washington’s army, destroying the American economy through
coastal raids, and pacifying individual colonies with a core of British
regulars and Loyalist militia. British policy often foundered on the
contradictions inherent in trying to harshly punish suspected rebels, while
simultaneously providing the peace and security required to attract uncommitted
Americans to British authority. Until the French entered the war on the
American side in February 1778, Britain enjoyed control of the sea lanes,
allowing it to move and provision troops up and down the coast.!” When France
and later Spain became involved, America became just one theater of a larger
war. From mid-1778, Britain’s resources were stretched thin, and few
additional regular troops were available to Britain’s North American
commanders. '8

Throughout the war, the British ministry attempted to understand the situation
of American Loyalists and make optimal use of them. Lobbied by Loyalist
refugees eager to recoup their American properties, British cabinet ministers
often overestimated the extent and depth of American Loyalist feeling. Only a
few British commanders realized or cared that Loyalists were subject to savage
reprisals if they declared themselves and then lost the protection of British

YHicks, 133; Middlekauff, 547-50.
Hicks, 138.

BThe discussion in this and the following paragraph relies heavily on John
Shy, "British Strategy for Pacifying the Southern Colonies, 1778-1781," in The
Southern Experience in the American Revolution, ed. Jeffrey J. Crow and Larry
E. Tise (Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1978) and Ira
D. Gruber, "Britain’s Southern Strateqy," in The Revolutionary War in the
South, ed. W. Robert Higgins (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1979).
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troops. The British government never consistently applied a policy of
pacification involving the slow expansion of British troop occupation combined
with the establishment of civil authority and the encouragement and protection
of Loyalists. Typically, the British army would temporarily occupy fortified
posts in a colony, make some attempts to rally Loyalists, and then abandon them
when strategy changed. Often, a pledge of neutrality or loyalty to the crown
did not protect Americans from pillaging British troops. A policy of
pacification never had consistent support, partly because British leaders never
gave up the hope that one stunning victory over Washington’s army would decide
the war.

While the British struggled to control and pacify a widely scattered, largely
hostile population, the revolutionaries had major problems with coordination
and cooperation. Suspicious of all central authority and jealously protective
of state and individual rights, members of the Continental Congress established
a loose confederation with little power to compel meaningful assistance from
the states. With foreign trade interrupted, the Americans faced severe
financial problems. The Continental Congress had no powers of direct taxation,
opposition to state tax levies was strong, and the Continental paper currency
became virtually worthless. The 1778 French alliance brought not only troops
and naval power, but crucial loans to the nearly bankrupt American cause."
Lack of coordination among state officials and militia officers and the
Continental Congress and Army was a chronic problem. Many state militia
commanders refused to take orders from Continental Army officers, and some
Continental generals disdained the assistance of militia units.®

In one sense, the American strategic goal was easier to achieve than the
British objective: the British had to pacify a vast territory, but the
Americans had only to keep the war going until it seemed not worth pursuing for
the British government. Britain had a far-flung empire and substantial
interests in Europe. The nettlesome problem with the Americans had to be
weighed against the competing demands of the Caribbean sugar islands, India,
and the Mediterranean. Ultimately, the seemingly interminable American war was
such a drain on British resources that parliamentary opposition forced its
abandonment.

YFrance advanced one million dollars while still officially neutral and
provided an additional 1.6 million dollars in direct aid and 6.4 million
dollars in loans after declaring war on Britain (Morison, 230).

Xsee Donald R. Lennon, "‘The Graveyard of American Commanders’: The
Continental Army’s Southern Department, 1776-1778," North Carolina Historical
Review 67 (April 1990):133-58 for a discussion of the conflicts between state
officials and Continental commanders in the South.
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organization of the Opposing Armies

The armies that fought the American Revolution were small compared to
nineteenth-century armies. Throughout the eighteenth century, warfare in
Europe and its dominions was limited both in its scope and in the numbers
involved. Small, professional armies served European monarchs and their
dynastic aims. Although armies could be expected to plunder the regions they
moved through, they did not otherwise affect the lives of most citizens. The
phenomenon of American farmers, craftsmen, and shopkeepers taking up arms to
fight the British was without recent precedent in European warfare. Even with
broader participation on the Patriot side, the armies in tygical Revolutionary
War battles numbered from one thousand to six thousand men.?

The British relied on regular army regiments sent from England, German
mercenaries, and various Loyalist units recruited in America. The British
never had more than 35,000 regular army troops in America at any one time.
British officers were aristocrats who purchased their commissions for
substantial sums. Officers used harsh discipline and relentless drill to form
recruits drawn from the dregs of society—mostly vagrants, drunkards, and
criminals—into effective fighting units. Because the rank and file were ill-
educated and likely serving under duress, commanders insisted on rote obedience
to orders for marching, forming for battle, and firing.?

Patriot forces in the Revolution consisted of Continental Army units and
various state militia units. The Second Continental Congress created the
Continental Army in June 1775 and authorized the enlistment of the New England
militia units gathered around Boston plus additional units from Virginia,
Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Virginia’s George Washington was made commander of
all American forces. Washington admired European military doctrine and
attempted to apply it in his army, with mixed success. Washington trained his
army to fight in close-order formation like the British Army. Americans,
however, would not submit to the harsh discipline of the British Army, and
punishments for infractions were milder in the Continental Army. Because
America had no tradition of a standing army and a more fluid social structure
than Great Britain, the officer corps was drawn from among artisans,
independent farmers, and shopkeepers as well as the landed gentry. The
Continental Congress appointed general officers, based sometimes on political
rather than military considerations. At the company level, some troops elected
their own officers. A few Continental officers had experience in the French
and Indian war. The American enlisted man was more likely to be a farmer or

2iMiddlekauff, 297-98; Daniel J. Boorstin, The Americans: The Colonial
Experience (New York: Vintage, 1958), 345-47.

ZMiddlekauff, 338; William J. Wood, Battles of the Revolutionary War,
1775-1781 (Chapel Hill, N.C.: Algonquin Books, 1990), xxvii-xxix; Franklin
Wickwire and Mary Wickwire, Cornwallis: The American Adventure (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1970), 64-66.
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artisan than a criminal or vagrant. Americans generally were much more
familiar with frontier fighting against Native Americans than with European
open-field warfare.?

Crucial to the Patriot effort, especially in the South, were state militia
units. Americans during the Revolution adapted a longstanding tradition of
rapidly mobilizing militia forces to meet localized Native American threats.
Revolutionary militiamen typically enlisted for six months, and units often
formed and dissolved as the need arose. Militiamen fought in organized units
in set battles and also as partisan bands, raiding British lines of
communication and seeking targets of opportunity. In many battles,
Continentals provided a core of combat-tested troops around which the militia
could rally.*

Most regular troops on both sides were infantry, with small numbers of cavalry
used for scouting, guarding the flanks of an army on the move, and occasionally
providing a shock force for sudden attacks at key points of a battle. More
typically, mounted units rode to the battlefield but fought dismounted. Both
armies were equipped largely with muzzle-loading, %-inch bore muskets that had
an effective range of less than one hundred yards and took 20 to 30 seconds to
load. 1In open-field warfare, troops were deployed in triple or double lines,
allowing one line to fire while the other(s) reloaded. The attacking force
marched to within 70 yards of the defenders, and the opposing sides traded
massed volleys. Because of the inaccuracy of musket fire, only a massed volley
was likely to inflict serious damage. When a commander believed his opponent’s
lines were faltering, he ordered a bayonet charge. A few American troops,
usually those from the backcountry, carried rifles, which were considerably
more accurate than muskets. Because rifles were fragile and took a full minute
to load, they were impractical for open-field battles. Rifles were most
valuable to guerrillas and sharpshooters firing from protected positions. A
widely held belief is that American Patriots repeatedly defeated the British by
fighting "Indian style" from behind trees. Although this was true in many
partisan skirmishes in the South, the Patriots used formal eighteenth-century
open-field tactics in a number of important battles, such as Cowpens and
Guilford Courthouse. The Battle of Kings Mountain, where the Patriots
devastated Loyalist formations by firing from concealed positions, contributed
to the general misconception about Revolutionary warfare.?

Artillery played a relatively minor role in most Revolutionary War battles.
Only small pieces, six- and three-pounders, could be easily moved over the
primitive American roads, and armies generally traveled with few artillery

Bwood, xxi-xxvii; Middlekauff, 503-5; Morison, 224-28.
“Boorstin, 352-56; Middlekauff, 300-01; 504-10.

BBoorstin, 350-51; Middlekauff, 500-502; Wood, xxxi-xxxii.
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pieces. Loaded with grapeshot (two-inch iron balls) or canister (musket
balls), artillery was effective only at short range. Where lar?e siege guns
could be brought up, as at Yorktown, they were often effective.?

The Carolinas and Georgia at the War’s Beginning

Loyalties were decidedly mixed in the Carolinas and Georgia, and in many
instances, political convictions were not firmly held. In the Carolinas, the
divergent interests of lowland proprietors of large plantations and upcountry
yeoman farmers with small holdings complicated the situation. In the 1760s, a
"Regulator" movement with vigilante aspects arose in upcountry South Carolina,
because the interior of the colony lacked courts and colonial officers. The
Circuit Court Act of 1769 finally provided courts for the interior. 1In 1771,
North Carolina quelled a Regulator rebellion of its own at the Battle of
Alamance Creek. The North Carolina Regulators were protesting the corrupt
administration of justice. In both colonies, coastal interests were
politically dominant, and many uplanders were not inclined to follow the low-
country politicians into revolution. Some Carolinians were recent Highland
Scots, Irish, or German immigrants with an attachment to the British crown.
Settlers along the frontier, fearing that the conflict among whites would
encourage Native American uprisings, were reluctant to leave their homes for
far-ranging militia action. Georgia, with a small population, was isolated
from the other colonies and threatened by British garrisons in East Florida.?

Early events in the Carolinas favored the Patriots. South Carolina Whigs
organized a provisional government in 1775, forcing the newly appointed royal
governor, Lord William Campbell, to seek refuge in a British warship anchored
in Charleston Harbor in September. Both Loyalists and Whigs organized militia
units, which at first maintained an armed truce. 1In November, 1,800 Loyalists
attacked 600 Whigs under Maj. Andrew Williamson holding a fortified position at
the town of Ninety Six. The outnumbered Whigs held firm through two days of
fighting, after which an armistice was arranged.® The Whigs then mustered some

%John S. Pancake, This Destructive War: The British Campaigns in the
Carolinas, 1780-1782 (University, Ala.: University of Alabama Press, 1985), 40;
Morison, 233.

Ypancake, 21; John Richard Alden, The South in the Revolution, 1763-1789
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1957), 183-84, 196-97; Joseph
C. Morton, "Regulators," in The Encyclopedia of Southern History, ed. by David
C. Roller and Robert W. Twyman (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
1979), 1045-46; Jerome J. Nadelhaft, The Disorders of War: The Revolution in
South Carolina (Orono, Me.: University of Maine Press, 1981), 14-23.

BThis clash produced the first South Carolina death in defense of the
Patriot cause.
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5,000 militia statewide who arrested the leading Loyalist commanders and broke
up and discouraged their followers.?”

In North Carolina, Royal Governor Josiah Martin worked aggressively in 1775 to
organize Loyalists and frustrate revolutionary aims. Martin persuaded the
British government to dispatch troops to North Carolina under the command of
Maj. Gen. Sir Henry Clinton, the second-ranking British officer in America.
Clinton left New York in early 1776 to rendezvous off the mouth of the Cape
Fear River with troops arriving from Ireland. Instead of waiting for the
British regulars to land, the Loyalists gathered 1,500 men on the lower Cape
Fear River in February 1776 and moved to take Wilmington from the Whigs. Whig
militia under Cols. James Caswell and James Moore laid a trap for the Loyalists
at Moore’s Creek Bridge. The Whigs removed the planks from the bridge deck and
dug in on the far bank. On February 27, 1776, as the Loyalists attempted to
cross on the bridge stringers, the Patriots opened fire and achieved a
resounding victory. Some 500 Loyalists were killed, wounded, or drowned, and
the remaining 850 were taken prisoner. The Whig losses were one killed and one
wounded .

Clinton’s British regulars finally arrived off North Carolina in May 1776. The
disaster at Moore’s Creek Bridge made an attack on Wilmington unappealing, and
Clinton and Commo. Sir Peter Parker chose to assail Charleston instead.
Charleston was defended by approximately 4,500 militia under the command of
Charles Lee, a commissioned major general in the Continental Army. Defensive
works established by militia Col. William Moultrie included an unfinished
palmetto log fort on Sullivan’s Island. The British planned a coordinated
attack on the fort involving naval fire from the harbor and a land assault from
neighboring Long Island. When the water between the two islands proved
unfordable, only the naval assault went forward on June 28, 1776. This was
easily repelled by the Americans, and Clinton and his force retreated to New
York in July.¥

The failure of Clinton’s expedition, coupled with the Whig victories in both
Carolinas, quieted Loyalist activity in those states for more than two years.
Patriots vigilantly suppressed Loyalists; tar and feathers and banishment from
the colony were typical punishments for outspoken expressions of pro-British
sentiment. Upland Carolinians also were preoccupied with putting down a
Cherokee uprising in the fall of 1776. A similar situation prevailed in
Georgia, where Whigs had taken over the colony’s governmental apparatus in late
1775. Thomas Browne, an outspoken Augusta Loyalist who was beaten and tortured
by Patriots, escaped to Florida, where he organized a Tory force known as the

®Alden, 199-201; Pancake, 73-76.
¥Alden, 196-98; Pancake, 21-22.

3A1den, 202-05; Pancake, 22-24; Lennon, 139-40.
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Florida Rangers. Their sporadic raids into Georgia and South Carolina were the
major Loyalist activity in the South until late 1778, when the British launched
an expedition against Savannah. Preoccupied with events in the North, the
Continental Congress largely ignored the defensive posture of the South in this
period. For the most part, the extremely bitter partisan warfare that
characterized the later years of the war had not yet appeared in the South.®

The Evolution of Britain’s Southern Strategy

After clinton’s unsuccessful Charleston effort in June 1776, Britain’s strategy
focused on Canada and New York. A Patriot siege had forced Maj. Gen. Sir
William Howe, overall commander of British troops in America, to shift his
forces from Boston to Halifax, Canada, in March 1776 and then to Long Island in
August 1776, prior to the capture of New York City in September. oOn July 4,
1776, the Continental Congress declared American independence, making a
negotiated settlement unlikely. A large British force under Maj. Gen. John
Burgoyne moved south from Canada in June 1777 in an attempt to isolate New
England and reinforce Howe. Instead of operating to support Burgoyne, Howe
shifted his base to Philadelphia in September 1777. Burgoyne lost two battles
near Saratoga, New York, in September and October and surrendered his entire
beleaguered army of 5,800 to Maj. Gen. Horatio Gates on October 17, 1777. 1In
May 1778, the British replaced Howe with Clinton and ordered Clinton to return
to New York. As the main British army shifted from city to city, Washington’s
Contingntals followed, harassing communications and striking at isolated

units.

After three years of war, Britain in mid-1778 had made little progress in
subduing the American revolutionaries. The American war was increasingly
unpopular in Britain, and opposition members in Parliament pressed the
government for results. Clinton’s army was largely immobile in New York,
watched over by Washington’s Continental Army and able to make only brief
forays into nearby coastal areas. A southern campaign was one of the few
plausible options left to the British ministry in 1778. If all of the colonies
could not be saved, retention of the southern provinces was the second-best
outcome for Britain. The belief also persisted in London that the southern
colonies teemed with covert British sympathizers who would rally to the crown
if a British army arrived to succor them. Accordingly, Clinton in late 1778
dispatched 3,000 British and Hessian troops from New York to Georgia.¥® From
this point forward, all the war’s major actions took place in the South.

Zpancake, 31, 76, 93; Nadelhaft, 47; Lennon, 158.
BHicks, 132, 137-41

¥Alden, 32; Pancake, 27, 32; Henry Lumpkin, From Savannah to Yorktown: The
American Revolution in the South (New York: Paragon House, 1981), 28.
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The Fall of Savannah

The forces brought south by Lt. Col. Archibald Campbell and Commo. Hyde Parker
landed below Savannah in late December 1778. Patriot forces under Continental
Maj. Gen. Robert Howe set up hasty defenses east of the city. On December 29,
1778, the British easily defeated the Patriots, taking 450 prisoners at the
cost of three dead and ten wounded, and occupied Savannah. In January 1779,
Maj. Gen. Augustine Prevost arrived from St. Augustine in East Florida with
reinforcements and took command of the British forces in Georgia. Prevost sent
one thousand men under Campbell to occupy Augusta and encouraged Loyalists to
come to their aid. Loyalist militia began to form in Georgia and the
Carolinas, but the British threat also aroused the Whigs, who soon had 4,000
militia in the field. On February 14, 1779, Whig militia commanded by South
Carolina Col. Andrew Pickens defeated 700 North Carolina Tories at Kettle
Creek, fifty miles northwest of Augusta. Patriot harassment forced Campbell to
give up Augusta, exposing Loyalists to Patriot reprisals. Five Tory survivors
of Kettle Creek were hanged as traitors or criminals, signalling an
intensification of partisan warfare and reprisals in the South.¥

Action in the South during the remainder of 1779 was inconclusive. In April, a
large militia and Continental force under General Benjamin Lincoln, newly
appointed Continental Army commander in the South, moved up the Savannah River
to contest British occupation of the Georgia backcountry. General Prevost
countered by moving on Charleston, defended by only a small Patriot garrison.
Lincoln abandoned his offensive and rushed reinforcements to Charleston,
compelling Prevost to retreat. In the fall, Patriots and their French allies
failed in an attempt to retake Savannah. Having accomplished a mission in the
West Indies, French Adm. Charles D’Estaing in September landed 3,500 troops
near Savannah. Lincoln brought 1,500 men from Charleston, but the Franco-
American assault on the city’s defenses was turned back. The allies lost 200
killed and more than 500 wounded. Among the dead was the exiled Polish count,
Casimir Pulaski, a brigadier general of cavalry in the Continental Army who had
distinguished himself in combat at Brandywine and Germantown.3

The Fall of Charleston and the Occupation of Ssouth Carolina

When D’Estaing’s fleet sailed for France following the defeat at Savannah,
General Clinton moved to expand British gains in the South. Clinton left New
York in December 1779 with 8,500 men in a fleet commanded by Vice Adm. Marriot
Arbuthnot and landed 30 miles south of Charleston in February 1780. Reinforced
from Savannah, Clinton in March began the siege of Charleston with 10,000
troops. Unwilling to abandon the South’s largest city, General Lincoln chose

%Alden, 232-35; Pancake, 32-33; Nadelhaft, 58-59; Lumpkin, 28-30.

¥pancake, 34-35; Alden, 235-39; Lumpkin, 30-40; Don Higginbotham, The War
of American Independence: Military Attitudes, Policies, and Practice, 1763-1789
(New York: Macmillan Co., 1971), 355; Thomas H. Johnson, The Oxford Companion
to American History (New York: Oxford University Press, 1966), 664.
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to defend Charleston with his 2,000 Continentals and 3,500 militia. Situated
on a narrow neck of land between the Ashley and Cooper Rivers, Charleston was
particularly vulnerable to a siege. By April, the British had cut off all
escape routes from the city and began pushing their parallels ever closer to
the Patriot lines. In early May, they were within artillery range and began
shelling the city. Lincoln surrendered his force of 5,500 on May 12, giving
the British their largest victory of the war.?¥

The British moved quickly to re-establish their authority in South Carolina.
Within days of Charleston’s fall, Clinton had set up a string of British
garrisons in an arc extending from Augusta through Ninety Six and Camden to
Georgetown on the coast north of Charleston. At first, Clinton pursued a
conciliatory policy, allowing Patriot fighters to return home unmolested if
they gave their paroles that they would not oppose British authority. Militia
Colonels Andrew Pickens and Andrew Williamson accepted these terms, and some
Patriots switched sides and enlisted in the Loyalist militia. Clinton had no
authority from London to establish a civil government in South Carolina and did
not attempt to do so. The British were able to maintain control through
military force for a short period in some areas, but attacks by Patriot militia
loosely organized in partisan bands soon revealed the tenuous extent of British
authority. Prominent among the South Carolina partisan leaders were Thomas
Sumter (nicknamed the "Gamecock"), Francis "Swamp Fox" Marion, James Williams,
and William Davie.®

Scattered incidents of torture and murder had occurred in the Carolinas prior
to 1780, but with the reappearance of the British, the war in the South became
vicious. British and Loyalist troops plundered the countryside, burning and
looting, and Loyalists sought revenge against their Whig neighbors. An
engagement at Waxhaws near the North Carolina border had lasting repercussions.
On May 29, approximately 350 retreating Virginia Continentals who had been
unable to reach Charleston before the surrender were overtaken by the Tory
Legion. The legion was an elite mounted force commanded by Col. Banastre
Tarleton, an aggressive British officer. The Americans refused to surrender,
and Tarleton attacked, easily gaining the advantage. The Patriots then raised
a white flag, which was ignored for a time, either deliberately or
inadvertently. The Patriots alleged that Tarleton ignored their pleas for
quarter and deliberately slaughtered them. The lopsided casualty figures—113
Patriot dead compared to five in Tarleton’s force—give credence to the charge.

Ypancake, 62-67; Alden, 239-41; Higginbotham, 356-57.

®¥plden, 241-42; Pancake, 69-72.
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Regardless of what happened, Tarleton earned the sobriquet "Bloody Ban," and
"Tarleton’s Quarter" became a rallying cry for the Whigs.¥

Although the British seemed to have the upper hand during the summer of 1780,
partisan militia leaders like Sumter and Marion refused to give up and attacked
the thinly spread occupying forces when opportunities arose. Perhaps because
subduing the Americans proved more difficult than anticipated, cClinton issued
tougher edicts to qguide the pacification of the countryside before returning to
New York in June 1780. Neutrality was no longer acceptable; the British
general announced that all those unwilling to actively support the crown would
be treated as enemies, and some were imprisoned for refusing to bear arms.

This policy backfired in many cases. When marauding Tories burned Andrew
Pickens’s farm, he justifiably considered his parole violated and immediately
took to the field at the head of local Patriot militia, adding his forces to
those already opposing the British occupation.?

The Campaigns of Cornwallis

Clinton’s departure left General Charles, Earl Cornwallis, a veteran of battles
on Long Island, at Brandywine, and in the New Jersey campaign, in command of
British forces in the South. Although Clinton left general instructions for
Cornwallis, the slowness of communication between New York and Charleston meant
that Cornwallis in effect operated an independent command. Ambitious and
aggressive, Cornwallis aimed to subdue the Carolinas and then seek additional
victories on the Chesapeake Bay. In addition to Colonel Tarleton, Cornwallis’s
chief subordinates were Col. Francis, Lord Rawdon, and Maj. Patrick Ferguson.

The southern Patriots had a new commander as well. In June 1780, Congress
appointed Maj. Gen. Horatio Gates, widely hailed as the "Hero of Saratoga," to
overall command in the South. Gates arrived in Hillsborough, North Carolina,
in July to command a mixed force of Maryland and Delaware Continentals under
German-born Gen. Johann DeKalb and assorted militia. Gates hoped to surprise
the small British garrison at Camden, South Carolina, and set out in late July
through country that offered few provisions for his army. Cornwallis learned
of Gates’s move and arrived in Camden with reinforcements from Charleston well
in advance of the American army. At the Battle of Camden on August 16, 1780,
Gates deployed his 3,000 troops with the battle-tested Continentals all on the
right and the untried militia on the left. Cornwallis had only 2,000 men, but
1,400 were veteran troops. When the battle began, the militia holding the
Patriot left broke and ran from a British bayonet charge. Without support on
their left flank, the outmatched Continentals on the right held on courageously
for almost an hour, but then were overwhelmed. The Patriots lost some 1,100

¥pancake, 70-71; Nadelhaft, 56-57; Hank Messick, King’s Mountain: The Epic
of the Blue Ridge "Mountain Men" in the American Revolution (Boston: Little,
Brown, 1976), 41-43.

“pancake, 85; Nadelhaft, 55-56.
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men at Camden, and General Gates abandoned his army, traveling the 160 miles to
Hillsborough in just three days. Two days later, a small force under Tarleton
surprised Thomas Sumter’s militia at Fishing Creek, South Carolina, inflicting
heavy casualties and nearly capturing Sumter.! These victories encouraged
Cornwallis to press on into North Carolina but did not stop the activities of
Patriot partisan forces. The isolated British garrisons and their tenuous
lines of communications remained extremely vulnerable.®

British Invasion of North Carolina

The rout of the Patriot army under General Gates at the Battle of Camden on
August 16, 1780, and Tarleton’s defeat of militia Col. Thomas Sumter at Fishing
Creek two days later encouraged the British and temporarily stunned southern
revolutionists. After Camden, Cornwallis faced no sizable Patriot army in the
Carolinas, but partisan attacks on his detachments, wagon trains, and
messengers continued. Cornwallis was convinced that supplies and
reinforcements from North Carolina were all that kept the South Carolina
Patriot bands in the field. His grand plan was to secure his hold on South
Carolina by invading North Carolina and then move on to Virginia, where he
hoped to connect with British troops sent from New York by General Clinton. By
this strategy, Cornwallis intended to restore the southern provinces to the
crown. A professional soldier trained in the code of eighteenth-century
warfare, Cornwallis overestimated the importance of his victories in set-piece
battles like Camden. He was never able to follow up his battlefield victories
by establishing reliable British authority in the Carolinas.

The reaction of the revolutionists to the defeat at Camden was mixed. Partisan
militia bands led by Francis Marion, James Williams, and William Davie of South
Carolina and Georgia’s Elijah Clarke continued to attack isolated British
forces and interrupt their supply and communications lines. Between raids,
some militiamen headed home to protect their families and rest while awaiting
further developments. Others took their families across the mountains to safe
haven in the North Carolina settlements on the Watauga, Nolichucky, and Holston
rivers (present-day East Tennessee). The burning and looting done by British
troops and the prospect of Cornwallis’s further advance into the interior
spread alarm throughout the Carolinas.®

“lpancake, 98-106; Alden, 243-46; Lumpkin, 66, 86.

“gmall battles occurred at Musgrove’s Mill (August 18, 1780), Nelson’s
Ferry (August 25, 1780), Blue Savannah (September 4, 1780), and Wahab’s
Plantation (September 21, 1780) (Lumpkin, 266-67).

43Lumpkin, 266-67; Pancake, 111; Colonel Isaac Shelby’s Account, published
in the American Review December 1848, reprinted in Lyman C. Draper, King’s
Mountain and Its Heros (1881; reprint, Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing,
1971), 540.
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Cornwallis spent the last two weeks of August at Camden tending to his wounded
troops and prisoners and preparing for a move into North Carolina along a line
running through Charlotte, Salisbury, and Hillsborough. In early September, he
advanced with a force of 2,200 British regulars and occupied Charlotte on
September 25. Simultaneously, he dispatched Maj. Patrick Ferguson’s Loyalist
troops on a parallel march into North Carolina along the foothills of the Blue
Ridge Mountains. Ferguson had been commissioned inspector of militia by
General Clinton in May and spent the summer recruiting and training Loyalist
militia in the Ninety Six district. By September, Ferguson’s force consisted
of 125 provincial regulars from New York and New Jersey and about 1,000
militia. All were thoroughly trained in the close-order battlefield tactics
favored by the British Army. Ferguson’s new mission was to gather additional
recruits in western North Carolina and continue to disrupt Patriot activity.
Ferguson’s advance would also protect Cornwallis’s main army from possible
attack from the west. Although Ferguson’s operations were largely independent,
Cornwallis expected him eventually to rejoin the main British army in North
Carolina.*

Maj. Patrick Ferguson was a brilliant, erratic, and dangerously overconfident
commander. Born in 1744 of a Scots landed gentry family, Ferguson entered the
army at fourteen. Because of recurrent illness and perhaps his own arrogance,
he rose slowly, not attaining the rank of major until he was thirty-four. 1In
the 1770s, Ferguson developed an improved breech-loading rifle, which he
demonstrated to King George III and British army generals. Although the weapon
was vastly superior to the muskets then carried by British troops, conservative
army officers refused to adopt Ferguson’s rifle. Ferguson volunteered for the
American war and received a wound at the Battle of Brandywine (September 11,
1777) that permanently crippled his right arm. Frustrated by his slow
professional progress and the resistance to his invention, Ferguson seemed
determined to make the most of the independent command he received in 1780.
Like many British officers, Ferguson was contemptuous of Patriot military
capabilities.®

Ferguson’s troops in fall 1780 moved through the Carolina Piedmont, an upland
region one hundred miles wide extending from the Blue Ridge Mountains on the
northwest to the Sandhills on the southeast. The Sandhills, which coincide
with the Fall Zone of major rivers, are remnants of an ancient coastline left
behind when the sea began to recede some forty million years ago. The
Sandhills also mark an abrupt change in Carolina geology. Southeast of the
Sandhills, the Coastal Plain extends one hundred miles to the Atlantic Ocean.

“Wickwire and Wickwire, 194-200; U.S. Army War College, Historical
Section, Historical Statements Concerning the Battle of Kings Mountain and the
Battle of the Cowpens (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1928), 14-
18; Lumpkin, 96.

$Wickwire and Wickwire, 200-3.
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Northwest of the Sandhills is the Piedmont, consisting mainly of Precambrian
metamorphic rocks—schists, gneiss, and slates—created more than one billion
years ago. In the last several million years, rivers and streams have shaped
the Piedmont topography, forming gently rolling hills and wide river valleys.
Isolated mountains and ridges known as monadnocks occur in the Piedmont where
more durable rock formations remain after the erosion of the surrounding
plateau. The Kings Mountain Ridge is an example of a schist monadnock. Soils
in the Piedmont are mostly compact yellow and red clays that absorb run-off
poorly and are subject to erosion when deforested.*

In the 1780s, much of the Piedmont was still covered by mature hardwood and
short-leaf pine forests. White settlers cleared small farms in the colonial
period, but major deforestation did not occur until the early nineteenth
century, when cotton growing became widespread in the Piedmont. Numerous
rivers and streams trending generally northwest to southeast cross the
Piedmont; the most important for Ferguson’s movements were the Broad and
Catawba Rivers and their tributaries. Armies could cross rivers only at fords
and ferries. Heavy rains made rivers unfordable, trapping an army or
protecting it from pursuit if the enemy was on the far side of a swollen
stream. In 1780, primitive roads, sometimes following the paths of Native
American trails, connected the small towns and settlements of the Carolinas.
Ferguson’s army and that of his opponents typically moved along roads or river
courses. Ferguson and his officers were mounted, but the enlisted men traveled
on foot. Supplies and ammunition traveled in wagons, which required roads and
sometimes took a different route than the troops.¥

The Euro-American settlement of the Carolina Piedmont and the mountain valleys
to the west was well under way by 1780. Between 1750 and 1775, thousands of
migrants, most of them of Scotch-Irish ancestry, moved southwest through the
Shenandoah Valley into the Carolina Piedmont from Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. They were joined there by lesser numbers of
immigrants from Germany, Switzerland, and the British Isles. Substantial
German Moravian communities existed at Salem, Bethania, and Bethabara, North
Carolina. Several thousand migrants settled beyond the Appalachians in the
valleys of the Watauga, Nolichucky, and Holston Rivers, an area then claimed by
North Carolina and now part of northeast Tennessee. By the mid-1770s, the

“Kovacik and Winberry, 16-19.

“'wallace, South Carolina: A Short History, 1520-1948 (Chapel Hill, N.C.:
University of North Carolina Press, 1951), 1-4; South Carolina Department of
Archives and History, 3; Kovacik and Winberry, 42-43, 75-82.
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South Carolina backcountry*® had 35,000 settlers and accounted for three-
quarters of the colony’s white population. Living above the Fall Zone and far
from markets, the upcountry settlers subsisted on livestock they raised and
small self-sufficient farms of 200 or fewer acres; many supplemented their
diets by hunting and fishing. The response of these self-reliant upcountry
residents to Ferguson’s incursion had a major impact on the course of the
American Revolution.¥

Ferguson crossed the North Carolina border on September 7 and soon reached
Gilbert Town (present-day Rutherfordton), where he attempted, with limited
success, to recruit additional troops. He paroled two prisoners who carried a
verbal warning to the inhabitants of the settlements on the western slopes of
the mountains. As later related by Militia Col. Isaac Shelby, Ferguson
threatened that if the western men "did not desist from their opposition to the
British arms, and take protection under his standard, he would march his army
over the mountains, hang their leaders, and lay their country waste with fire
and sword."® oOne of the released prisoners was a distant relation of Colonel
Shelby’s and immediately carried Ferguson’s message to him. Rather than
intimidating the militia leaders, this threat convinced them to organize a
force to track Ferguson down."

Isaac Shelby was one of a number of aggressive, tough-minded militia officers
who intended to make Ferguson pay for his violent threats. The militia
commander of Sullivan County, North Carolina, which embraced the Holston River
settlements, Shelby was a veteran of frontier Native American wars and had
fought the British in South Carolina at Cedar Springs (July 12, 1780) and
Musgrove’s Mill (August 18, 1780). Upon receiving Ferguson’s message, Shelby
conferred with Col. John Sevier, militia commander of Washington County, North

®The backcountry or upcountry included all of South Carolina beyond an
approximately sixty-mile-wide coastal strip where the colonial plantation
economy thrived. Backcountry and upcountry consequently are more inclusive
terms than Piedmont.

“Wallace, 220-21; Rachel N. Klein, Unification of a Slave State: The Rise
of the Planter Class in the South Carolina Backcountry, 1760-1808 (Chapel Hill,
N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1990), 9, 13-24; Wilma Dykeman, With
Fire and Sword: The Battle of Kings Mountain, 1780 (Washington, D.C.: National
Park Service, 1978), 4-12.

¥Isaac Shelby’s Pamphlet, April 1823, reprinted in Draper, 562.

SIDraper, 169; Middlekauff, 461.
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Ccarolina, which included the Watauga and Nolichucky settlements.’ The two men
resolved to organize a militia force and planned a September 25 rendezvous at
Sycamore Shoals on the Watauga River (near present-day Elizabethton,
Tennessee). They enlisted the aid of Col. Charles McDowell of Burke County,
North Carolina, and Col. William Campbell of Washington County, Virginia.®

Approximately 1,000 men gathered at Sycamore Shoals in late September.

Colonels Shelby and Sevier each commanded 240 troops, roughly half of the able-
bodied men available in their counties; the rest stayed behind to defend
against the Cherokee threat. Colonel Campbell had 400 men, and Colonel
McDowell brought 160 from east of the mountains.’® Many of the men from both
sides of the mountains were rugged frontiersmen—expert marksmen and veterans of
combat with Native Americans. The great majority were mounted, and all were
armed; most carried a muzzle-loading "Pennsylvania" rifle. This army had no
baggage train and no standard uniform. Each man carried his own bedroll, a
drinking cup, and a leather wallet of provisions, largely parched corn.

Typical attire was a linen hunting shirt, buckskin breeches and moccasins, and
a broad-brimmed wool hat. The encampment on the Watauga presented a colorful
sight, with many wives and children on hand to see the men off. According to
tradition, the Rev. Samuel Doakes offered a blessing, invoking the Biblical
struggle of Gideon’s people against the Midianites and suggesting a battle cry:
"The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!"¥

The militia army crossed the mountains, headed east along the north bank of the
Catawba River, and camped September 30 at Quaker Meadows. Joining them there
were 350 men from the North Carolina counties of Wilkes and Surry, commanded by
Col. Benjamin Cleveland and Maj. Joseph Winston. By right of seniority, col.
Charles McDowell should have commanded the entire force, but the other officers
considered him unequal to the job. Shelby suggested that William Campbell, the
only Virginia colonel, take command, and persuaded McDowell to take a message
to General Gates’s headquarters asking that an experienced Continental Army
officer be sent to command them. Gates never responded to the request, and
McDowell missed the Battle of Kings Mountain. Colonel Campbell assumed command
of the Patriot force, guided by daily councils with his fellow colonels. From

Both men followed their wartime exploits with distinguished political
careers: Shelby was the first governor of Kentucky and served in the War of
1812, while Sevier became the first governor of Tennessee and later served in
the U.S. House (Draper, 411-24).

3praper, 170-75; U.S. Army War College, 21-22.
%Although the victors at Kings Mountain are often described as the over-
the-mountain men, roughly one-half of the force came from east of the

mountains.

Draper, 175-76; Wickwire and Wickwire, 208-9; Lumpkin, 97.



NPS Form 10-900-a (8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior Kings Mountain

National Park Service National Military Park
name of property

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>