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AFRICAN-AMERICAN RESOURCES IN DELAWARE
STATEMENT OF HISTORIC CONTEXT

Immigrants from the continent of Africa and African-Americans have been
living within the State of Delaware since the mid-seventeenth century.
The first African in the state was known as Anthony. He arrived in
Delaware as part of the Swedish colony that was established between 1638
and 1655. His relationship to the colony is not clear. 1 The Dutch who
supplanted the Swedes in 1655 brought Africans to Delaware as slaves.
That practice was continued by the English settlers who took over
Delaware in 1664. The exact numbers of persons of African descent in
Delaware either as slaves or as free individuals in not known until the
federal census of 1790 was taken. In that year there were 8,887 slaves
and 3,899 free African-Americans within a total population of 59,096.
From 1790 to 1860, the number of slaves in Delaware declined as the
principal group of slave owners, farmers, began to realize that it was
not profitable to maintain slaves in the face of changing agricultural
technology that emphasized the use of fertilizers and machines, and a
shift away from labor-intensive groups. There were also some religious
reasons for the almost universal movement away from the ownership of
slaves. Quakers had always been opposed to the institution of slavery.
That opposition may account for the large number of manumissions in Kent
County which had a large Quaker population. 2 By 1860, there were only
1,798 slaves in the entire state. The population of free AfricanAmericans stood at 21,627. The entire population of the Delaware was
112,216. 3

1

John A. Munroe, "The Negro in Delaware", The South Atlantic
Quarterly. 56(Autumn, 1957), 429.

2

E.M. Homsey, "Afro-Americans in Kent County, Delaware"
Working Papers of the Regional Economic History Center.

3

For a discussion of the growth of the African-American
population in Delaware see: David Ames, et.al. "AfricanAmerican Population in Delaware: 1800-1980." February,
1991, manuscript prepared for the Delaware State Historic
Preservation Office, Dover, Delaware.
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African-American Resources in Delaware
As African-Americans were freed from slavery and entered the work force
in Delaware, many either left the state for jobs in the urban areas of
Pennsylvania or further north, or they moved away from their original
farm sites to the small towns of Delaware and to Wilmington for jobs in
the service sector of the economy or for jobs in the many small mills and
factories that were established in the nineteenth century. The movement
to the towns by the African-American population meant that small
neighborhoods were created by them either of their own choice or by the
dominate white population of each community. For the most part these
communities have maintained their viability and identity to the present
time.
No matter who made the decision to establish the separate communities for
African-Americans, every town in Delaware has a section that has been
traditionally identified with that group since prior to the Civil War for
the older towns such as Smyrna, Dover, Milford, and Bridgeville. In the
newer towns such as Harrington or Clayton that were established as a
result Of the railroad coming to the state in the 1860's, separate
sections were established for the African-American community. In each of
the three counties of Delaware, there are also small rural settlements
that served the needs of the African-American community. These are
similar to those that exist for the white community and they are often
near each other. For example, the community of Star Hill is located near
the town of Camden in Kent County and Bell Town is near the town of Lewes
in Sussex County.
The African-American communities in rural areas or those neighborhoods in
settled towns architecturally resemble the buildings and settlement
patterns of the white population. There is no readily identifiable
African-American building tradition in Delaware. The African-American
communities are usually marked by a church, which is the dominate
institution in the Delaware African-American community. There is often a
school located near the community. Often these schools, especially in
the rural areas are remnants of the segregated schools created for
African-American students.
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ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES

The property type associated with the African-American Resources in
Delaware has only one characteristic that is different from any other
form of historic resource. That characteristic is that the resource must
have been associated with the African-American community in some fashion
such as use for a school, church, cemetery, lodge hall or some other
similar function. In addition, a resource could relate to the this
community if it illustrated an historic theme such as tenancy or property
ownership for a member of the African-American community in a period
prior to 50 years before the present.
In order to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places under this theme, the resource must have a direct association with
the African-American community and posses sufficient integrity that the
resource still maintains an appearance that is similar to that which it
had during its period of significance. This requirement is that which is
in place for all submissions to the National Register with the exception
that consideration should be given to the diminished economic ability of
the African-American community to maintain their historic resources.
Consequently, attractive appearance is less critical for listing than is
the consideration of the social history and association with significant
individuals that might be associated with the resource.
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Geographical Data
The theme study, African-American Resources in Delaware, is important to
the entire State of Delaware. As such this study applies to the entire
geographic area of the state.
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN RESOURCES IN DELAWARE
Summary of Identification and Evaluation Methods
The identification of all Delaware resources associated with the AfricanAmerican community or with significant members of the African-American
population is a difficult if not impossible project. Since there is no
recognizable African-American architecture in the state, there are no
visual clues to look for in seeking African-American sites. Therefore,
the identification of such resources is based on oral tradition and
documentary research. A key document for the location of mid-nineteenthcentury communities is the 1868 Beer's Atlas of the State of Delaware.
These atlas shows the location of all buildings in the state and further
identifies some specialized buildings such as schools and churches. The
churches, for the most part, are labelled as african or mulatto if they
served the African-American community. The location of these churches
can be used to pinpoint the location of rural and small town AfricanAmerican communities. 4
Once these communities have been located, survey activity would determine
the extent of the eligible resources and their ability to illustrate the
flow of African American History in Delaware and their potential for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. All survey and
identification activities will comply with the appropriate Secretary of
the Interior's Standards and Guidelines. All nominations will comply
with the guidelines of the National Register of Historic Places program
and with the guidance of the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office
and of the Delaware State Review Board for Historic Preservation.
The resources that are part of this initial submission are those
resources that have already been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places because of some other attribute of their history or
because they directly relate to African-American history and were
originally listed because of that relationship.

Stephen G. Del Sordo, "From New Sweden to New Zion;
African-American Communities in Delaware" paper read at
the annual meeting of the Afro-American Historical
Society of Delaware, February, 1991.
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STATEMENT OF HISTORIC CONTEXT

Immigrants from the continent of Africa and African-Americans have been
living within the State of Delaware since the mid-seventeenth century.
The first African in the state was known as Anthony. He arrived in
Delaware as part of the Swedish colony that was established between 1638
and 1655. His relationship to the colony is not clear. 1 The Dutch who
supplanted the Swedes in 1655 brought Africans to Delaware as slaves.
That practice was continued by the English settlers who took over
Delaware in 1664. The exact numbers of persons of African descent in
Delaware either as slaves or as free individuals in not known until the
federal census of 1790 was taken. In that year there were 8,887 slaves
and 3,899 free African-Americans within a total population of 59,096.
From 1790 to 1860, the number of slaves in Delaware declined as the
principal group of slave owners, farmers, began to realize that it was
not profitable to maintain slaves in the face of changing agricultural
technology that emphasized the use of fertilizers and machines, and a
shift away from labor-intensive groups. There were also some religious
reasons for the almost universal movement away from the ownership of
slaves. Quakers had always been opposed to the institution of slavery.
That opposition may account for the large number of manumissions in Kent
County which had a large Quaker population. 2 By 1860, there were only
1,798 slaves in the entire state. The population of free AfricanAmericans stood at 21,627. The entire population of the Delaware was
112,216. 3

1

John A. Munroe, "The Negro in Delaware", The South Atlantic
Quarterly. 56(Autumn, 1957), 429.

2

E.M. Homsey, "Afro-Americans in Kent County, Delaware"
Working Papers of the Regional Economic History Center.

3

For a discussion of the growth of the African-American
population in Delaware see: David Ames, et.al. "AfricanAmerican Population in Delaware: 1800-1980." February,
1991, manuscript prepared for the Delaware State Historic
Preservation Office, Dover, Delaware.
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African-American Resources in Delaware

As African-Americans were freed from slavery and entered the work force
in Delaware, many either left the state for jobs in the urban areas of
Pennsylvania or further north, or they moved away from their original
farm sites to the small towns of Delaware and to Wilmington for jobs in
the service sector of the economy or for jobs in the many small mills and
factories that were established in the nineteenth century. The movement
to the towns by the African-American population meant that small
neighborhoods were created by them either of their own choice or by the
dominate white population of each community. For the most part these
communities have maintained their viability and identity to the present
time.
No matter who made the decision to establish the separate communities for
African-Americans, every town in Delaware has a section that has been
traditionally identified with that group since prior to the Civil War for
the older towns such as Smyrna, Dover, Milford, and Bridgeville. In the
newer towns such as Harrington or Clayton that were established as a
result of the railroad coming to the state in the 1860's, separate
sections were established for the African-American community. In each of
the three counties of Delaware, there are also small rural settlements
that served the needs of the African-American community. These are
similar to those that exist for the white community and they are often
near each other. For example, the community of Star Hill is located near
the town of Camden in Kent County and Bell Town is near the town of Lewes
in Sussex County.
The African-American communities in rural areas or those neighborhoods in
settled towns architecturally resemble the buildings and settlement
patterns of the white population. There is no readily identifiable
African-American building tradition in Delaware. The African-American
communities are usually marked by a church, which is the dominate
institution in the Delaware African-American community. There is often a
school located near the community. Often these schools, especially in
the rural areas are remnants of the segregated schools created for
African-American students.
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ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES

The property type associated with the African-American Resources in
Delaware has only one characteristic that is different from any other
form of historic resource. That characteristic is that the resource must
have been associated with the African-American community in some fashion
such as use for a school, church, cemetery, lodge hall or some other
similar function. In addition, a resource could relate to the this
community if it illustrated an historic theme such as tenancy or property
ownership for a member of the African-American community in a period
prior to 50 years before the present.
In order to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places under this theme, the resource must have a direct association with
the African-American community and posses sufficient integrity that the
resource still maintains an appearance that is similar to that which it
had during its period of significance. This requirement is that which is
in place for all submissions to the National Register with the exception
that consideration should be given to the diminished economic ability of
the African-American community to maintain their historic resources.
Consequently, attractive appearance is less critical for listing than is
the consideration of the social history and association with significant
individuals that might be associated with the resource.
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Geographical Data

The theme study, African-American Resources in Delaware, is important to
the entire State of Delaware. As such this study applies to the entire
geographic area of the state.
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Summary of Identification and Evaluation Methods
The identification of all Delaware resources associated with the AfricanAmerican community or with significant members of the African-American
population is a difficult if not impossible project. Since there is no
recognizable African-American architecture in the state, there are no
visual clues to look for in seeking African-American sites. Therefore,
the identification of such resources is based on oral tradition and
documentary research. A key document for the location of mid-nineteenthcentury communities is the 1868 Beer's Atlas of the State of Delaware.
These atlas shows the location of all buildings in the state and further
identifies some specialized buildings such as schools and churches. The
churches, for the most part, are labelled as african or mulatto if they
served the African-American community. The location of these churches
can be used to pinpoint the location of rural and small town AfricanAmerican communities. 4
Once these communities have been located, survey activity would determine
the extent of the eligible resources and their ability to illustrate the
flow of African American History in Delaware and their potential for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. All survey and
identification activities will comply with the appropriate Secretary of
the Interior's Standards and Guidelines. All nominations will comply
with the guidelines of the National Register of Historic Places program
and with the guidance of the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office
and of the Delaware State Review Board for Historic Preservation.
The resources that are part of this initial submission are those
resources that have already been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places because of some other attribute of their history or
because they directly relate to African-American history and were
originally listed because of that relationship.

Stephen G. Del Sordo, "From New Sweden to New Zion;
African*-American Communities in Delaware" paper read at
the annual meeting of the Afro-American Historical
Society of Delaware, February, 1991.
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