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1. Name of Property

historic name  Trenton Friends Meeting House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 142 East Hanover Street [] not for publication
city ortown _ Trenton City [ ] vicinity
state New Jersey code NJ county Mercer code 021 zip code 08608

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | certify that this nomination

I:] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets El does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
de [x ] locally. D See continuation sheet for, additional comments.
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‘Date

hm Cradic, Assistant Commissioner Natural & Historic Resources/DSHPO
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [:] meets |:| does not meet the National Register criteria. [:I See continuation sheet for
additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title : Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. Nationaf Park Service Certification

| herelt_i_;fﬁrtify that this property is: ignature ofsthe Keaper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. :
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See continuation sheet.

l:] determined eligible for the
National Register.
See continuation sheet.

[] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National
Register.

D other, (explain:)




Trenton Friends Meeting House

Mercer County, New Jersey
County and State

Name of Property
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private building(s)
[ ] public-local ] district

[___I site

D structure

[___I object

[] public-State
I_—_] public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 : buildings
| sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Religion/Religious Facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Religion/Religious Facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Italianate

Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone

walls- Brick, Stucco

roof Slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheet.




Trenton Friends Meeting House

Name of Property

Mercer County, New Jersey

County and State

8 Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

|:] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ ]D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria considerations
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
[]8B

[]c

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Military

Social History

Period of Significance
1739-1896

Significant Dates
1776

1777

Significant Person
(Compilete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
William Plasket (1739)

George Fuhrman (1872)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more contivnuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

D recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data

] State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

| X] Other

Name of repository:

Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College
Trentoniana Collection at Trenton Free Public Library
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Trenton Friends Meeting House Mercer County, New Jersey

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than 1 acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 520220 4452380 3
Zone Easting Northing ‘Zone  Easting Northing

2 4
D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Sheila Koehler, Associate

organization Westfield Architects & Preservation Consultants date __8/2/07

street & number 425 White Horse Pike telephone (856) 547-0465

city or town Haddon Heights state __NewJersey  zip code 08035-1706

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs '

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name _Trenton Meeting of Friends
street & number _142 East Hanover Street telephone  (609) 278-4551

city ortown _Trenton ~_state NJ zip code 08608

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request

is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 et seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Nationa! Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington,

DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY , :

The Trenton Friends Meeting House is a two-story, stuccoed brick building with a stone foundation and a multi-
cross-gabled slate roof. (photographs 1, 2, 3, and 4) The exterior features a five-sided bay on the east side, two
lunette windows, doors with bolection moldings and door hoods, and a denticulated cornice. Most windows on
the building are six-over-six, double-hung sash, along with two taller, nine-over-nine, double-hung sash
windows on the south elevation, and four-over-four sash in the bay. The current building is a result of three
major programs of construction that date to 1739, 1872, and 1896 and one major program of repair and
alteration in 1840. The current appearance generally reflects the renovation and expansion in the Italianate style
in 1872 and the further expansion in the Colonial Revival style in 1896. The building is set in the southeast
corner of a roughly rectangular, flat lot in an urban neighborhood made up of commercial and residential
buildings. Grave markers are set in rows on the lot to the west of the building and to the north of the building
along the east side. A parking lot is located on the northern half of the lot. (photograph 3) A paved walkway
connects the parking lot to the three exterior doors. Mature deciduous trees and shrubs are located around the
building. The lot is bounded by a wrought iron fence along the south and east boundaries, a brick wall along the
north boundary, and a building along the west. The property is in good condition and has not been significantly
altered since 1896.

BUILDING EVOLUTION

The Trenton Friends meeting house was constructed in 1739 with major alterations/additions in 1872 and 1896.
Full details of the 1739 building, particularly on the interior, are not known. A few nineteenth-century
references provide some information. The building was a two-story rectangular building constructed of red brick
laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers, and covered with a gable roof, according to most sources. One source
notes that the date 1739 was laid in glazed headers in one of the gable-end walls. The south elevation, facing
Hanover Street, was an eaves elevation. The entrance was reportedly located along this elevation. The interior
was reported to have been a single space on the first floor and a room (presumably a gallery) on the second floor
that was used as a school room and for the men’s business meetings. The facing benches were located against
the north wall.

In 1840, the reported exterior changes included moving the entrance to the west elevation, replacing the old
entrance with a window, and stuccoing the exterior, while interior changes included extensive replacement of
floor boards, carpentry repairs to window frames and possibly trim, and moving the facing benches to the east
wall. A photograph taken in 1869 shows the west and south elevations. It shows a symmetrical, three-bay, two-
story south elevation with six-over-six sash windows with three-panel shutters on the first floor and smaller
windows with closed shutters on the second floor. There is a shallow box cornice directly above the second
floor windows. The roof is covered with wood shingles.
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The north elevation is presumed to have been similar or identical to the south elevation. The west elevation was
a gable-end elevation with two windows flanking a door at the first floor level. The door has a door hood, which
is mentioned in the contract for the 1840 work. At the second floor level there are two more shuttered windows
of the same size as those on the second floor of the south elevation. The appearance of the east elevation is not
known.

In 1872, a new program of renovation and enlargement was undertaken, altering the appearance of the building.
The 1739 building was enlarged by an addition on the west side of a two-story, stuccoed brick building with a
gable roof running perpendicular to the original roof. This new addition carried through the use of six-over-six
sash windows from the earlier building, even as the windows in the east two bays on the south (and presumably
north) elevation were replaced with tall nine-over-nine sash windows. Two new doorways were added, one on
the south elevation and one on the west. The doors were typical of the late nineteenth century, as were the door
hoods, supported on curved brackets. A five-sided bay was constructed on the east elevation. The entire cornice
on the building was replaced at this time with the denticulated cornice that is still present on the building. On
the interior, the new space on the first floor served as a vestibule with a single staircase up to the second floor,
where the gallery had been extended over the new space to provide a large meeting room that could be separated
from the worship space below by sliding paneled shutters above the gallery half-wall. The doors and trim were
replaced and the walls were replastered. Tiers were built into the floor of the bay in the east wall, creating
additional room for the facing benches.

The last major addition/alteration to the building took place in 1896. A new section was built along the north
elevation of the combined 1739/1872 building. This new space also used six-over-six sash windows and
continued the cornice from the 1739/1872 section. On the east elevation, two-windows each on the first and
second floors were paired, unlike any of the other windows in the building. The second floor windows on that
elevation were separated from a louvered, semi-circular attic opening by a wood panel, another atypical detail in
the building. The interior of the 1896 section was designed for flexibility. At the first floor level, the library was
separated from the social area by folding sash doors. The social area was open to the worship area due to the
removal of a section of the north wall of the worship area (1739 section). A new door was also added at the
north end of the west elevation and was presumably separated from the library by a vestibule. That vestibule
later became the pantry and bathrooms. At the second floor level, the room at the west end was designed as a
kitchen, while the middle and east rooms could be joined by opening a set of folding sash doors. The south wall
of the east room had sliding paneled shutters over a half wall to match the gallery. A door also provided direct
access from the middle room to the original gallery/meeting room. The finishes in the 1896 section were not
matched to the earlier section.

The meeting house has been substantially unchanged since the 1896 renovations. The first floor vestibule in the
northwest corner, as noted above, became a pantry and bathrooms over time and the sliding panel shutters in the
south wall of the 1896 east second floor room were removed and replaced with a stud wall and plaster. No other
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major changes to the building have been noted. On the site, the nineteenth-century wood fence was replaced
with iron and the grave markers have been moved around. A horse shed that was located along the northern
edge of the property in the nineteenth century has been replaced by a parking lot.

CURRENT APPEARANCE

Exterior Description

The south elevation serves as the facade of the building. This asymmetrical elevation is four bays wide and two
stories high. (photograph 1) The walls and foundation are both stuccoed, with a slight water table marking the
top of the foundation. The eastern three bays mark the extent of the original 1739 building, but the elevation
does not read as the original building plus an addition. Instead, the eastern two bays contain two tall, nine-over-
nine, double-hung sash windows beneath a box cornice at the eaves. The cornice consists of a denticulated bed
molding set between two ovolo moldings and an upper cornice comprising a cyma recta molding over an ovolo,
a bead, and a cyma reversa. The western two bays are divided from the eastern two by a shallow pilaster. This
pilaster and a matching pilaster at the west end of the elevation together visually support the cornice returns of a
gable end that has the same cornice as the eastern half. Six-over-six, double-hung sash are located in the east
bay and the second floor of the west bay. The windows are set within plain, unmolded frames within stucco that
projects beyond the face of the frames. This is typical of all of the windows on the building. A double-leaf
entrance with bolection panel moldings is set beneath a hipped-roof door hood supported on carved, foliated
brackets. Two stone steps, the second providing a wide stoop, with a basic wrought iron railing, lead up to the
door. Other features on the elevation include the lunette in the gable end and a bronze commemorative plaque
on the east pilaster. A second plaque is set into the plaster at the east end of the elevation.

The west elevation is two stories high and five bays wide. (photograph 2) The elevation is asymmetrical, with
windows in the first, third, and fourth bays from the south end and doors in the second and fifth at the first floor
level. A small four-pane sash window has been added between the fourth and fifth bays. At the second floor
level, windows are located in all but the second bay from the south end and all are set high in the wall, cutting
into the bed molding of the cornice. The windows are all six-over-six, double-hung sash and all have plain trim
and are recessed from the face of the stucco. The windows in the north two bays, which date to 1896, however,
are slightly smaller and have larger, projecting sills than those in the southern three bays, which date to 1872.
Basement windows are located in the first and third bays from the south.

The south door consists of double-leaf doors with four recessed panels with applied panel moldings and plain
trim around the opening. The door hood is similar to that on the south elevation, but has less-ornate brackets
without foliate carvings on them. A single concrete step with a basic wrought iron railing leads up to the door.
The north entrance has a single, four-panel door beneath a door hood matching that over the south door.

The north elevation is two stories high and seven bays across. (photograph 3) It is made asymmetrical by the
change in roof line from an eaves over the eastern three bays to a gable end over the western four with an




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior Trenton Friends Meeting House
National Park Service Mercer County, New Jersey

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 7 Page 4

exterior brick chimney in between. The elevation is also made asymmetrical by the window placement in the
western bays. All of the windows are six-over-six, double-hung sash with plain frames and projecting sills.
Those on the first floor are taller than those on the second, with the exception of the window in the west bay,
which is a smaller window. In the eastern three bays, the windows are placed symmetrically and, as on the west
elevation, the second floor windows cut into the bed molding of the cornice. In the western four bays, three
regular windows are grouped in the second, third, and fourth bays from the west, with a smaller window in the
first bay, as described above. There are three second floor windows located in the first, third, and fourth bays
from the west end. Four basement windows are located across the elevation, between the two outer bays in the
eastern half and roughly beneath the second and fourth bays from the west end in the western half. The brick
chimney that divides the elevation has been stuccoed and painted up to the level of the raking cornice.

The east elevation is two stories high and three bays wide. (photograph 4) This elevation comprises the
1739/1872 section as its southern half and the 1896 section as its northern half. Each half is gabled, with the two
gables intersecting at their midpoints in a combined cornice return. The cornice matches that on the other
elevations. The southern half of the elevation consists of a five-sided bay with four-over-four, double-hung sash
windows in the bays to either side of the center. The bay has a standing seam metal roof and a cornice to match
that on the building. A small basement window with a cover over it at grade is located in the center wall of the
bay. A lunette with a wood frame with louvers is located directly above the bay roof. A date stone above the
lunette reads “1739/1872.” The northern half of the elevation consists of a pair of six-over-six, double-hung
sash windows in the southern bay at the first floor level and a single window in the north bay at that level, as
well as a smaller pair of six-over-six, double-hung sash windows in the southern bay at the second floor level
set beneath a panel separating them from another louvered lunette above. A date stone located above this lunette
reads “1896.” A bulkhead entrance to the basement is located beneath the paired windows.

Interior Description

Basement

The basement of the Trenton Friends Meeting House is divided into three sections. The earliest section is the
crawlspace beneath the 1739 section. It is bounded along its west side by a full basement under the 1872
addition. (photograph 6) Both of these sections are bounded along their north side by the full basement under
the 1896 addition. (photograph 5) The 1739 section has ironstone walls to the south and east, a brick wall to the
west, which was apparently rebuilt at some point, and a partial ironstone wall with a large area missing and
rebuilt as brick and brick piers on the north side. The north and west walls of this section were originally the
foundations of the north and west exterior walls. In addition to the opening in the north wall due to previous
collapse that has been rebuilt, there is a smaller opening in the ironstone portion of the north wall featuring
board-and-batten shutters and a large opening in the west brick wall. Within that latter opening is a partial brick
wall, built in a semicircle rising from the floor level of the newer sections of basement up to the level of the dirt
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in the crawlspace. Within the crawlspace, there is a center dividing wall built of rubblestone that runs north-
south, as well as additional wood support structures for the floor joists, which run east-west.

To the west of the 1739 crawlspace, the full basement under the 1872 addition is formed by the west brick wall
of the 1739 space and three ironstone foundation walls. (photograph 6) The floor has a concrete slab. A small
window is located in the west wall near the south end. The joists run east-west and stairs to the first floor are
located in the northwest corner. An opening in the north wall leads into the full basement under the 1896
addition. (photograph 5) This last section of basement also has ironstone walls, except on its south side, which
is the north wall of the 1739 section. Four small windows are located along the north wall, along with another
window in the west wall. A bulkhead with stone walls is located in the east wall, adjacent to the south wall. This
space also has a concrete slab on the floor. The joists run north-south and are supported at their center point by a
beam on brick piers.

First Floor

The first floor interior is divided into a main worship area and several smaller spaces. The worship area is
enclosed by the 1739 walls, with the addition of a bay at the east end. The benches face east, while the facing
benches, located on two tiers in the bay, face west. This space is carpeted, has uniform-width, vertical beaded-
board wainscoting with a cap rail below plastered walls, and a plaster ceiling. (photographs 15, 16, 17, 18)
Along the south wall, there are three windows, two tall, nine-over-nine sash windows and a smaller, six-over-six
window at the west end of the wall. (photograph 16) The trim around these windows, which is generally
consistent throughout the 1739/1872 sections, consists of an outer backband, a cyma recta, a fascia, and a
transition bead at the jamb. (photograph 19)

Along the west wall, a deep gallery projects out into the room. (photograph 15) The half-wall of the gallery has
five horizontal panels with bolection moldings. (photograph 20) The sliding shutters above the half wall each
have three recessed vertical panels. A molded cornice separates the lintel above the sliding shutters and the
ceiling. Beneath the gallery, a six-over-six window is flanked by two four-panel doors. This arrangement is the
reverse of the 1840 arrangement which had two windows flanking the original entrance door. As a result, the
wainscoting beneath the window has been infilled. The window and doors lead into the 1872 vestibule.

The north wall was altered during the 1896 renovations. (photograph 18) A six-over-six sash window is located
near the west end of the wall, beneath the gallery. This window was presumably an exterior window prior to the
construction of the 1896 section. It now faces into the library. Between the gallery and the east wall, the wall has
been removed at the first floor level. The wall above is held up by a single post. Above the opening, the same
horizontal paneling found on the gallery half wall continues across the wall. The wall above the paneling is
plaster, but the wall itself is frame and is therefore substantially thinner than the other walls in the section.

The east wall is plain plaster around the bay. (photograph 17) The opening into the bay is a flattened arch and
the floor at the bay is tiered for the facing benches.
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To the west of the 1739 section, which is the worship area, a vestibule was constructed in 1872. (photographs 11
and 12) This space has a cork tile floor, plaster walls and ceiling, and a baseboard with a cyma recta cap. A
double-leaf door entrance is located in the south wall. A second set of doors is located near the south end of the
west wall. To the north of that second entrance is a set of half-turn stairs with turned spindles and a turned
newel post. Wainscoting similar to that in the worship area runs up the west wall along the staircase, along with
a wall-mounted railing. The staircase crosses a six-over-six sash window. The staircase wall is also beaded, as is
the section of wall projecting down from the ceiling under the upper run of the staircase. A six-panel door
beneath the staircase leads to the basement staircase. The north wall of the vestibule contains two doors, a
narrow four-panel door leading into the men’s room and a pair of narrow four-panel doors leading into the
pantry and library. Two doors, flanking a window opening, are located in the east wall, which is shared with the
worship space.

The space in the northwest corner of the first floor is divided into a pantry, with a vinyl floor, wainscoting,
plaster walls and ceiling and modern cabinets, and a small women’s bathroom. (photograph 7) Each room hasa
window in the north wall, both without interior trim. The library is an ell-shaped room to the east of the pantry.
(photographs 8, 9, and 10) It has a carpeted floor, plaster walls and ceiling with wainscoting similar to that in
the worship area, and a row of six folding sash doors along the east wall. Each door has nine frosted panes
above two slightly-raised vertical panels. The trim around this opening is similar to that in the 1739/1872
sections. The northeast room on the first floor, called the social area, is open to the worship area on its south
side. The floor is carpeted, the walls and ceiling are plaster with the same wainscoting as in the worship area.
There are three six-over-six windows in the north wall and three in the east (one single and one pair).
(photograph 14) None of the windows have interior trim. The west wall contains the folding sash doors
connecting the social area with the library. (photograph 13)

Second Floor

The 1739 section is a two-story space with a gallery over the western portion of the space. That same gallery
extends over the 1872 foyer, creating a first and second floor. The stairs in the 1872 foyer lead to a small
landing from which a door on the right provides access to the gallery, now called the conference room, and a
door on the left leads into the kitchen. The conference room has a wood floor, plaster walls with a baseboard
with cyma recta cap, and a plaster ceiling that slopes with the roof line above. (photographs 26 and 27) The
south wall contains two six-over-six sash windows, as does the west wall. The north wall steps in at the location
of the stairs, second floor landing, and a small closet to the east of the stairs and then out to the original north
wall location. A sash door with four panes over two vertical panels leads to the stair landing, while a second
door leads directly to the First Day school room. A window provides light into the closet from the short east
wall around the closet. The east wall is the gallery wall overlooking the worship area. The half wall is finished
with vertical beaded board.
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The 1896 section across the north of the building is divided into three spaces on the second floor. In the
northwest corner, there is a kitchen with a linoleum floor, plaster walls and ceiling, and two windows in the
west wall and one in the north, none of which have interior trim. (photograph 21) A sash door with four panes
and two vertical panels and typical trim in the south wall leads to the stair landing. A closet with wainscoting, a
four-pane] door, and typical trim is located in the northeast corner of the room. A similar four-panel door at the
north end of the east wall leads into the First Day school room. To the south of that door, a pass-through with a
paneled door also connects the two rooms. Built-in cabinets, possibly original to the 1896 section, are located
along the east wall to the south of the pass-through.

The middle room on the second floor in the 1896 section is the First Day school room. (photographs 22 and 23)
The room has wood floors, plaster walls with a high, vertical beaded-board wainscoting, and a plaster ceiling.
This room has two sash doors similar to the others on the second floor in the south wall leading to a closet and
the conference room. The east wall contains the pass-through and door that connect to the kitchen. The north
wall contains two windows without interior trim and the east wall contains a row of folding doors similar to
those between the library and the social area directly below.

The room on the second floor in the northeast corner of the building is the dining room. (photographs 24 and 25)
The finishes match those in the First Day school room. Three windows are located in the north wall, while
another pair is located in the east wall.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

The Trenton Friends Meeting House is significant under National Register Criterion A for its association with
events important to the history of Trenton and the events surrounding the battles of Trenton of 26 December
1776 and 2 January 1777. The building meets Criterion Consideration A as a religious building that is
significant for its association with important events in local and national history. Members of the Religious
Society of Friends (also known as Quakers) were among the first settlers of the Trenton area. The Friends had
been present in Trenton since its settlement in 1679 and had held meetings in members’ homes since 1685. In
1734, they received permission to hold First Day (Sunday) meetings and by 1737, their strength was such that
they requested to build a meeting house. The Meeting House was completed around 1739. Members of the
Friends Society continued to be integrally involved in the development of the town through the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The Trenton Friends Meeting House represents the importance of this segment of society
that had significant influence over the growth of the town and lifestyle of its citizens during Trenton's first two
hundred years. The Meeting House is also significant for its association with the battles of Trenton on 26
December 1776 and 2 January 1777. These battles were considered a turning point of the Revolutionary War.
Washington was facing a cold winter with underprovisioned, demoralized troops, was having difficulty rallying
the militias, and was facing the mass expiration of enlistments on the first of the year. His surprise attack on the
Hessians stationed at Trenton on 26 December 1776 (and his subsequent tactics on 2 January 1777 that led to
the defeat of British troops both at Trenton that day and later at Princeton) had a major psychological impact on
the troops and the local citizens, who had seen the British as invincible. The Hessians had commandeered the
Trenton Friends Meeting House for quarters. It was reportedly damaged by cannon balls during the fighting, and
was near the site of the Hessians’ surrender in an apple orchard. The Meeting House was once again used by
British troops on the 2 January 1777. The Meeting House is one of the few buildings involved in the Battles of
Trenton that is still extant.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Members of the Religious Society of Friends landed at Burlington in 1678. Over the next several years,
settlements around the area grew. Trenton, then called the Falls of the Delaware was among them. One Friend,
Mabhlon Stacy, settled and built a grist mill along the Assunpink Creek in 1679.! The Monthly Meeting at
Chesterﬁeld now Crosswicks, was the center of Quaker activities and influence in the area. In the 11™ Month
7t Day 1685 minutes of the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting, it is recorded “It is agreed that a meetmg be kept at
ye Falls on Fifth day of ye week...one day at Mahlon Stacy’s — one day at Thomas Lambert .. 2 The minutes of
the Monthly Meetlng for 12™ Month 1% Day 1693 record “It is agreed by this meeting that a Week day meeting
be held every 4™ day of ye week at ye Falls in ye School house.” By 1690, the Monthly Meeting was rotated
through six private homes, three in the Chesterfield area and three around the Falls.* Early discussions regarding
the construction of a meeting house included the idea of constructing one at Chesterfield and another at Trenton,
but eventually the decision was made to build a single building at Chesterfield. By 1695, the Friends had
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decided to establish burying grounds at both the Falls and Chesterfield, suggesting that there was an established
settlement of some size in Trenton by that time.?

In 1734, Friends in Trenton were granted permission to hold meetings on First Days for a trial period of six
months. The minutes note “Our friend, Isaac Harrow, with other Friends, requested liberty to keep a meeting for
worship at Trent Town on first days, hoping it may be of good service. Therefore this meeting grants them their
request for six months, and longer, as it may be found of good service.”® In the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting
Minutes of 12™ Month 6™ Day 1734, it was recorded that the “Trentown friends reported their meeting is well
kept up, and is of good service.”” The meetings continued and in 1737, William Morris and Isaac Harrow
requested on behalf of Friends in Trenton permission to construct a meeting house. The Monthly Meeting gave
permission and in 1738, Joseph Reckless was appointed to draw a deed for a meeting house and graveyard in
Trenton to be conveyed to several of the Friends in Trenton. The land was reportedly given by Mahlon Stacy,
Jr., a West Jersey proprietor.8

The meeting house is reported to have been completed by 1739, although there are later references to money in
relation to the meeting house in the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting minutes. The Monthly Meeting minutes of
11" Month 4" Day 1740 note “William Morris made application to this meeting setting forth that there is
occasion for twenty-five or thirty pounds he being in advance for the Meeting House at Trentown & in behalf of
Friends at Trentown desires that this Meeting would endeavor to raise twenty-five pounds at least.” The
Monthly Meeting minutes of 1°*Month 5" Day 1741 notes “The Quarterly Meeting desires each Monthly
Meeting to make a collection towards building the Meeting House at Trentown. This Meeting requests Aaron
Hews, Michael Newbold, John Middleton, Samuel Satterthwaite, and Thomas Potts to procure subscriptions,
collect the same and pay what is wanting to William Morris.” These entries either suggest a slightly later date of
construction/completion or indicate that the costs were not paid in full when the building was constructed. The
first entry has typically been interpreted to mean that Morris was owed money after the completion of the
meeting house for cost overruns that he had financed. It is unclear whether the Quarterly Meeting is referring to
the same amount as the earlier entry or to different funds in the second entry. No mention is made in the minutes
of the completion of the building.’
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