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1. Name of Property
historic name Will Bogers High Schaol

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 3909 E. 5" Place [N/A] not for publication
city or town Tulsa [N/A] vicinity
state Oklahoma  code QK  county _Tulsa code 143 _ zip code _74112

3. State/Federal Agency Cetrtification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in
my opinion, the prope meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be
considered significant QI nationally IX statewide O locally. ( [ see continuation sheet for additional comments.)

ure of certitying official/Title Date

Oklahoma Historical Saciety
State or Federal agency and bureau

In_my opinion, the property [ meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria.
(L See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: 7(,/(§ignat Wiﬁ%\d Date of Action
Be/ntered in the National Register ?; /4/ 97/ 47 /Zaa #
/4

See continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the
National Register
[ see continuation sheet.
[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.
removed from the National Register
] see continuation sheet.
[ other, explain
See continuation sheet.




Will Rogers High School

Name of Property

_Tulsa County, Oklahoma

County/State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
[ ]private [X] building(s)
[X] public-local [ ]district
[ ]public-State [ ]1site
[ ]public-Federal [ ]structure
[ ]object

Name of related multiple property listing.
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not count previously listed resources.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
Q 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources

previously listed in the National Register.

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Function

(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: School

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: Schaol

7. Description

Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

MODEBRN MOVEMENT: ArtDeco

Narrative Description

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Concrete

walls _Brick

Stone: limestone

roof _Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



igh School

Name of Property

homa

County/State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark “*x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

[ 1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

{ 1 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[ 1 B removed from its original location.

[ 1 C abirthplace or grave.

{ 1 D acemetery.

{ 1 E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
{ 1 F acommemorative property.

[ 1 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION
ARCHITECTURE

Periods of Significance
EDUCATION: 1939-1955

ABCHITECTURE: 1939-1949

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person(s)

{Complete if Criterion B is marked above).

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

! ects
'wauﬁmw -
_BjdstpL_Al&xander_Q.._ams.t. .
MWI Riq Real & Manufacturing. build

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliogra

(Cite the bo

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested
O previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

O recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#

ks, a%cle! and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:

Bl state Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
I other

Name of repository:




igh School Tulsa County, Oklahoma

Name of Property County/State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _327

UTM References o
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1. 15 236135 4994766

Zone Easting Northing
2.
Zone Easting Northing
3.
Zone Easting Northing
4.
Zone  Easting Northing [ 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the’boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nametftitie_Cathy Ambler, Ph. D, Preservation Consultant

organization date_March 2007
street & number_1129 E 8" Street telephone_(918) 584-3566
city or town_Tulsa state_OK Zip code_74114-6131

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the
Maps property.
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the
property's location. Additional items
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional
having large acreage or numerous resources. items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPQ.)

name_Tulsa School Board
street & number_3027 South new Haven telephone(218) 746-6800
city or town_Tulsa state_OK zip code 74114-6131

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for l{stinq or
determine eligibility for listing, to list rogemes, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and

maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chiet, Administrative Services

wwsrl]qn,' au<'5nCa|2F(’)g(r)k3 Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018),
ashington, .
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Photo 1. Will Rogers High School, South Elevation

SUMMARY
LOCATION AND SETTING

Will Rogers High School is located approximately one and three-fourths mile east of downtown Tulsa, Tulsa
County, Oklahoma. East of the University of Tulsa campus and just north of 11™ Street (Route 66), “Will on
the Hill” could be seen from the downtown area before residences and trees obscured the view. Constructed on
the edge of town where cattle still grazed, the school is now well within the City of Tulsa which has nearly
expanded to fill the entire county limits.

Shown in the Figure 1 topographical map, the school sits on its original 26.894 acre site in a residential
neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Turner owned the tract of land the school district purchased and is in the SW
L4 of Section 4, Township 19N, Range 13E. The site was chosen because of its relationship to feeder
elementary schools and residential housing starts which were spreading east of the downtown area during the
1920s and 30s. The building occupies central/eastern portion of the school grounds which are surrounded on
the north by East 4™ Place South; on the east by South Pittsburg Avenue East; on the south by East 5 Place
South; and on the west by Turner Park. There is a “U” shaped drive from East 5™ Place South which provides
access to the school’s entrance.
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Figure 1. Will Rogers High School Site, USGS Topographical Map, Tulsa Quad.
ARCHITECTURE

Will Rogers High School is one of the best examples of Art Deco high school architecture (New Deal Public
Works Administration project) in the United States. The massing of the building complements the topography
of the site and the front of the school is long and horizontal with two large wings. The original building plan,
nearly symmetric in a triangle of stepped blocks (see Figure 2) was completed in 1939, with 200,000 square
feet of space. The 1949 building addition to the east classroom wing added 21,016 square feet of floor space
for a new shop, home economics department science labs and classrooms. The 1964 addition added four levels
of classroom space to west classroom wing, and a one-story girl’s gym, showers, and locker rooms and the
building footprint now covers 2.56 acres. The school has a raised Bedford ashlar square-cut limestone
foundation or basement level, brick walls laid in a pattern of five rows of English bond separated by a row lock
of alternating headers and stretchers, and terra cotta spandrels, panels, and trim. The flat roof of built up
aphalt/tar and gravel is of different heights depending upon the part of the school. The school’s walls are
variations of buff-colored brick, the Bedford limestone is gray, and the terra cotta is gray-green, buff or light
colored.
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The school block is three stories at the main fagade including a raised basement level which becomes more
exposed as the building site drops to the north and west (see topo). The school’s south elevation is asymmetric
and from east to west has an auditorium block, secondary entry tower, central office/library/classroom block,
main entry tower, and gym block (photo 1). There is a courtyard behind the office/library/classroom block
which is used now for parking and the yard has one gated drive access from the north. Figure 2 shows the plan
today, with the 1949 and 1964 additions, and the location of the courtyard. Elevations are numbered on the
plan to correspond to the architectural descriptions

“Figure 2. Will Rogers 1939 Plan with 1949 and 1964 Additions with
Facade Numbers (Google Earth Aerial Photo).

South Elevation — Auditorium (1)

The three story auditorium block (photo 2) has an “A, B, B, B, A” bay pattern. The raised basement is Bedford
limestone and at its junction with the brick wall has a narrow limestone fluted belt course. The symmetric “A”
bay towers flank the entrance “B” bays and have small first level six-pane metal combination two awning and
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one hopper windows with terra cotta sills.! The “B” bays, created by the stepped brick pilasters, are further
divided by narrow vertical terra cotta dividers which commence above the entry doors and divide the paired
“B” bay windows. The “B” bay entry level has three sets of paired metal entry doors. Four-pane ribbon
windows are above the entry doors, and are separated and surrounded by fluted light colored metal trim. The
entry doors have multi-pane windows with clipped corners in the top panes. The entry doors are surrounded by
layered flat, quarter-round, zigzag patterned, beveled and dentiled terra cotta trim molding (photo 3).

Photo 2. Auditorium Block, South Elevation.

! These windows are Donovan Awning windows from Truscon Steel. Board of Education of the City of Tulsa, State of Oklahoma;
“Minutes of the Meeting for October 19, 1937,” 488. At this meeting, fiberboard is noted as the acoustical treatment for ceilings.
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Photo 3. Auditorium, South Elevation. Door Trim.

Buff terra cotta bas relief spandrels in each “B” bay rest on a narrow band of fluted terra cotta, and separate the
main auditorium doors from the second level’s paired metal twelve-pane windows which have three awning
and one hopper window. The spandrels are finished with a dentil course with a window sill above (photo 4).
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Photo 4. Auditorium, South Elevation. Bas Relief Terra Cotta Panels.

The second and third levels in the “B” bays are separated by gray-green bas relief terra cotta spandrels (photo
5) topped with a dentil course and window sill for third level, and paired nine-pane metal windows with two
awning and one hopper window which access a room under the auditorium’s interior loge tier. Large buff bas
relief terra cotta panels complete the central entrance bay from the top of the third level windows to the parapet
wall, and all of the pilasters are finished with rounded buff terra cotta trim capitals which project through the
parapet’s decorative terra cotta trim band and coping (photo 6). A decorative floral and zigzagged fan terra
cotta belt course in the “A” bays runs at the height of the third level windows. The decorative treatment of the
buff terra cotta spandrels and trim is stylized leaf, swirls, vertical lines, chevrons, half circles and floral
treatment with fans and fountains. The gray-green bas relief terra cotta panels have fans, florals and swirling
leaves. The auditorium entrance is approached by steps with Bedford limestone flanking stepped half walls
topped by tall narrow lanterns (photo 7).
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|

Gray-Green Terra Cotta? Panels.

Photb 5. Auditoﬁum, South Elevation.

Photo 6. Auditoriu Souh Elevation. Buf erra Cotta Bas Relief Panels,
Pilasters and Capital Detail, Parapet Trim and Coping.
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Photo 7. Auditorium, South Elevation. Lanterns.

South Elevation — Secondary Tower Facade (2)

A projecting tower fagade (photo 8) separates the auditorium from the central block and is a significant entry
point, though not the school’s primary entrance. This three-story secondary tower is narrow with tall columns,
and projects through the parapet with stepped pilasters topped with terra cotta trim capitals, which are the same
as the auditorium’s. The effect is strongly layered vertical lines. Verticality is emphasized by a half-diamond
brick bead in the tower corner columns that rise to the tower’s rounded terra cotta capitals. The tower’s visual
effect divides the horizontality of the rest of the building and helps creates the school’s distinct functional parts.
The tower’s metal doors repeat the auditorium doors with multi-panes, and clipped corners windows. The two
sets of paired entry doors are separated by buff-colored fluted strips of terra cotta molding, although the door
moldings are less elaborate than those around the auditorium doors. Four ribbon windows above the doors are
separated and trimmed with narrow fluted light metal trim. Directly above the entry doors, there are two terra
cotta panels which slant back slightly for ease of pedestrian reading with “Will Rogers” and “High School”
incised in gold colored letters. Above these letter panels are two large octagonal bas relief panels in spandrels
with floral motifs with a boy in one and girl in the other, with books and other education symbols — a protractor,
torch, and globe (photo 9). Also, Tulsa’s history is referenced in the panels’ background with oil derricks, an
airplane, and Tulsa’s skyline of skyscrapers including the Philtower, the Thompson Building, the Exchange
National Bank with its cupola and lantern (now Bank of Oklahoma Building), and the Christian Science
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Church. A small brick, half-diamond shaped vertical terracotta trim with a decorative base rises from the top of
the entry doors, separates the bas relief panels and the two sets of paired windows above. This terra cotta trim
rises nearly to the top of the tower and is finished with a pointed terra cotta cap. The second level windows are
paired six-pane metal combination of two awning and one hopper and above these are two terra cotta bas relief
spandrels, which are similar to the spandrels in the auditorium in their decorative flourishes, and are finished
with a dentiled terra cotta window sill for the third level windows (photo 10). The windows in the third level
are large, paired ten-pane windows combination metal, three awning and one hopper window, stretching the
tower upward. These windows at top have clipped corners, repeating a pattern in the entry doors. The tower is
finished with another large pair of bas relief terra cotta panels which are have design patterns that are similar to
the auditorium’s (photo 11). These finishing panels are separated further by narrow, vertical dividers of terra
cotta pointed at both ends, which project slightly at the roof line. This building entrance is approached by
Bedford limestone steps and stepped flanking walls. Large metal and glass light fixtures are mounted on each
side of the entrance.

Photo 8. Secondary Tower Projection, South Elevation.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 7. Page 14 Will Rogers High School
Tulsa, Tulsa County, OK

Photo 9. Secondary Tower, South Elevation. Entry Panel Details.

i

Photo 10. Secondary Tower, outh Elevation. Terra Cotta Spandrelsy.
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Photo 11. Secondary ower, South Elevation. Tower Details.

South Elevation — Office/Library/Classroom Block (3)

This horizontal block (photo 12) contains office space and student services on the first level, a library, and
classroom space on two levels above. This block is slightly taller than the auditorium block. The basement
level continues at the same height from the auditorium and is Bedford limestone. There is a narrow fluted
limestone belt course at the junction with the brick wall. The first, second, and third floors repeat patterns both
vertically and horizontally in this block. A series of eight bays is created by flat stepped brick pilasters with
terra cotta bases which spring from the limestone belt course, and which rise between paired sets of windows.
The pilasters project slightly above the parapet wall and are capped with trim strip of terra cotta and rounded
terra cotta capitals. The paired windows rest on a terra cotta tile panels and dentiled ledges. The eight bays are
further divided by narrower brick pilasters separating the paired windows, and project only slightly above the
third floor windows. They are finished with small terra cotta capitals. The paired windows are eight-pane metal
with a combination of three awning and one hopper window. Several window panes have been replaced with
room air conditioners. Two bands of gray-green terra cotta bas relief spandrels separate the three floors in
horizontal lines and are decorated with similar motifs found in smaller gray-green spandrels in the auditorium
block, but with bas relief small floral octagons, elongated octagons flanking a central floral panel (photo 13).
These spandrels are finished with dentiled window sills above. The third floor windows are completed at the
top with a belt course of zigzagged floral fan terra cotta trim, which continues a line from the auditorium block
but at a higher level, and the parapet wall is finished at the top with the buff decorative terra cotta band and
coping (photo 14). The spandrels in every other bay have one which covers a vent. This block is distinguished
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by its regular patterns of vertical and horizontal space, created by the pilasters, spandrels and window
groupings.

; i
|
f |

Photo 13. Oﬁceibrary/Classrdom Block, South\Elevatior\lv‘. ay-green Spandrel Detail.
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Photo 14. Ofﬁce/Libfary/Cfassrébin Bloc: South Eleatin. Parapet Treatment.

South Elevation — Main Entrance Tower (4)

The school main entrance is within a large tower (photo 15). The tower effectively separates the
office/library/class room block and the gym. It is the highest and most eye-catching focal point of the school,
more than three stories, narrow, and vertical, projecting through the parapet height with stepped columns and
pilasters topped with terra cotta capitals. The layers of columns and pilasters create verticality and define the
size of the entrance. Verticality is also emphasized by a half-diamond brick bead that rises from small
elaborately trimmed terra cotta single pane windows on the tower corner columns to the tower’s rounded terra
cotta capitals (photo 16). The tower’s metal doors repeat the auditorium and secondary tower metal doors with
multi-panes, and clipped window corners. The two sets of paired entry doors are separated by light colored
fluted strips of terra cotta molding, and stepped door trim molding. Above the paired doors are four ribbon
windows separated and trimmed with the light metal trim. Directly above the entry doors, there are two light
colored bas relief terra cotta panels with classical lamps of learning (photo 17). Above these panels are four
openwork grills of swirled light-colored metal work. Buff-colored terra cotta panels, larger than in the
secondary tower facade, surmount these, and slant back slightly for ease of pedestrian reading and contain
“Will Rogers” and “High School” incised in gold colored letters. Above these letter panels are two large
octagonal bas relief panels which hold images of Will Rogers (photo18). Rogers is portrayed with an airplane,
polo pony, movie camera, and radio microphone in one panel, and in the other a hilly background setting, his
horse, with Rogers holding his hat and rope in a smiling pose. The octagonal panels are surrounded by floral
terra cotta design. A small brick and half-diamond vertical terracotta trim with a decorative base rises from the
top of these panels, separates the bas relief spandrels, and the two sets of second level paired ten-pane metal
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windows are above with a combination of three awning and one hopper window. This vertical trim rises nearly
to the top of the tower and is finished with a pointed terra cotta cap. Above the second level windows are two
buff terra cotta spandrels, which share the same design found in the gray-green panels in the central block
(photo 19). These are finished with dentiled terra cotta window sills for the windows in the third level. The
remaining two sets of paired fourteen-pane third level metal windows are large and stretching the tower upward
The tower holds a tower room whose side and rear windows can be seen from the south elevation. The
windows at top have clipped corners in the upper panes, mirroring an established pattern. The tower is
completed from windows to the parapet with another large pair of bas relief terra cotta panels divided by
narrow terra cotta vertical trim pointed at each end and these project past the parapet terra cotta trim and
coping. The design emphasizes verticality in lines, swirls, florals, circles, and the panels rest on a horizontal
zigzag floral fan motif. This main entrance is approached by Bedford limestone steps and stepped flanking half
walls which are lighted by the same tall metal lanterns flanking the auditorium steps. The tower sides reveal
layered pilasters topped with terra cotta capitals, giving depth and decoration to this main entrance from various
views (photo 20).

Photo 15. Main Entry Tower, South Elevation.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Will Rogers High School
Tulsa, Tulsa County, OK

Section 7_ Page 1

Photo 16. Main Entry Towef, South Elevation.
Detail of Window, and Trim and Lanterns.

Photo 17. Main Entry Tower, South Elevation.
Detail of Educational Bas Relief, Grill.
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Photo 18. Mn Entry Towe, South Elevatin. Will Rogersl Panels.

Photo 19. Main Entry Tower, South Elevation.
Crop Main Entrance Bas Relief Spandrels.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approvai No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 7_ Page 21 Will Rogers High School
Tulsa, Tulsa County, OK

Phot'20. Main Entry Tower, South Elevation.
Decorative Detail.
South Elevation — Gym (5)

The square gym block (photo 21), has the boys’ gym, and below the gym is a boys’ swimming pool, locker
room and showers. This is a two-story block above the pool and the elevation is set back slightly from the main
entrance tower. The foundation is a continuation of the raised Bedford limestone, finished with a narrow belt of
fluted limestone trim at the junction with the brick wall. The topography has fallen to the west and north so
there is room in the basement level for single or paired nine-pane metal windows. The middle three panes in all
but one gym basement levels windows have been removed and replaced with air conditioners and other panes
have been covered with opaque material. One hopper and one awning window remain in place. The gym is
multilayered inside with floor and raised seating on the sides.
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The gym block has an “A, B, B, B, B, A” bay configuration. The “A” bay towers flank the decorative “B” bays
which contain the windows and bas relief terra cotta spandrels and panels. The “A” bay adjoining the main
tower has one small twelve-pane window, now with an air conditioner replacing six center panes. The “B”
bays are defined by their stepped pilasters with decorative terra cotta bases and capitals which spring from the
limestone belt course. The capitals project past the parapet’s terra cotta decorative band and coping. Each “B”
bay is further divided by narrow brick pilasters which divide the paired large ten-pane metal awning windows.
The windows rest on large, simply designed terra cotta spandrels framed with decorative molding surrounding a
small inset. These panels are finished with dentiled terra cotta sills for the windows above. The large banks of
windows are surmounted by large buff terra cotta panels (photo 22) which differ again in design from other
panels on the South Elevation. There is a zigzagged fan and floral terra cotta belt course in the “A” bays which
runs above the height of the gym windows.

Photo 21. Gym Block, South Elevation.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 7_ Page 23 Will Rogers High School
Tulsa, Tuilsa County, OK

Photo 22. Gym Bldclé, South Elevation. Panel and Parapet Detail.

West and North Elevations — Gym Block (6)

The gym is square and therefore the west elevations of the building repeats the south elevation details with an
addition of a metal panel door in the basement level on the west which has three ribbon windows above. The
foundation has similar windows in single and paired patterns. There are nine window openings on the west
elevation which were once nine-pane windows; five are now covered and vented, two have three or five panes
covered with opaque material, one has a room air conditioner, and one has a combination of covered panes and
a vent. . The north elevation repeats the south elevation in details, although “A” bay is abbreviated as it
intersects with the office/library/classroom block. In the limestone foundation wall, there were five windows
which are now covered with opaque materials or have large vents replacing the windows. A small walk or
paved court separates the gym block from what was once the child development laboratory and now also the
1964 single story addition.

North Elevation — 1939 Child Development Lab and 1964 Addition (7)

The 1939 child development lab, now being used for offices, has one six-pane metal windows with two awning
windows, and two six-pane windows which now have vents and air conditioners. Above the windows there is a
row of soldier bricks and a separate entry door which facilitated the area’s use for children who came and went
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from the lab. Part of the 1964 addition was added to the west fagade of the child development lab. The parapet
wall is slightly higher than the 1964 roof of the addition, and has a stepped brick belt course which runs at the
height of the 1964 roof line and terra cotta coping. There is a sailor/soldier/header belt course which is at the
height of the 1964 roof coping. The 1964 elevation is plain, with only six small metal plates and bolts
protruding from the brick and the parapet coping is stone.

West Elevation — 1939 and 1964 Additions (8)

The 1939 west class room wing, which is four stories (or basement and three levels), is now connected to a one
and two story 1964 additions (photo 23). The 1964 one-story flat-roofed asphalt/tar and gravel addition is a
girls gym, locker room and showers, has no windows and only a pair of metal entry doors on the west elevation
flanked by brick half walls. There is a soldier brick belt course which separates the basement and first levels
and breaks up an otherwise plain wall. The one-story addition obscures the classroom west wing’s basement
level. The addition has a short stone-capped parapet wall and the roof is drained by two rain collectors and
down spouts; next to one downspout there are two sets of two small metal plates and bolts protruding from the
brick, and there are six other such plates and bolts on this elevation.

The 1939 west classroom wing is detailed with stepped pilasters which divide fagade into four bays, in an “A,
B, B, A” pattern. The “B” bays are further divided by narrower flat brick pilasters. All pilasters end below the
parapet roof line with the larger ones slightly higher than the smaller. All are finished with decorative terra
cotta bands and capitals. The “A” bays have a triple eight-pane metal combination of one hopper and three
awning windows on all levels above the foundation, and the “B” bays have paired eight-pane metal
combination of one hopper and three awning windows. The two-story 1964 addition is complementary in
character, although the windows differ from the 1939 classroom block and the parapet coping is stone instead
of terra cotta. Both the 1939 and 1964 portions have a row of sailor/soldier bricks at the top of the parapet wall
below the coping. The 1939 wing is also taller in height, which creates a separation in both look and detail.
The 1964 addition has an “A, B, B, B, A” pattern of bays, which are defined by stepped pilasters. The “A”
tower bays have no decoration or windows, and the “B” bays are further divided by narrower pilasters which
pair the eight-pane combination of one fixed window, one hopper and two awning windows. The large and
small pilasters are finished with plain terra cotta capitals, project slightly at the parapet roof coping and are
nearly the same in height (photo 24). They also continue a visual line with the pilasters height from 1939.
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Photo 23. West Classroom Wing, West Elevation.
1939 Block and 1964 Classroom Additions.

Phot 24. West Classroom Wing, West Elevation
1939, 1964 Details.

North Elevation

The north elevation of the school is irregular, composed of blocks, from west to east, the west classroom wing
(1939 and 1964), a cafeteria block (1939), the library directly behind the cafeteria, is attached to the main
office/library/classroom block (1939), and east classroom wing (1939, 1949). Compared to the public and
primary south elevation, the rear of the school is much simpler in decorative details.



(NaPaS ;=orm 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
-86

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

Section 7. Page 26 Will Rogers High School
. Tulsa, Tulsa County, OK

North Elevation — 1964 Addition (9)

The north elevation of the basement and three-level 1964 addition is nearly devoid of decoration. The elevation
has buff-colored brick laid in five rows of English bond separated by a row lock of alternating headers and
stretchers which intersects with the concrete foundation at the ground, and the parapet wall is finished a
header/solder brick belt course and stone coping. The soldier/brick belt course present on the west elevation
wraps to this elevation on the one-story portion and continues across the classroom portion, and a similar
decorative belt course also present just above the entrance. The one-story portion of the 1964 addition has four
small metal plates and bolts protruding from the brick (photo 25).

Above the 1964 classroom block entrance is a stepped vertical brick inset in which there are paired eight-pane
windows at each level which provide light into the halls. The entry is the main decorative element. It is an
exterior, one-story, enclosed, flat roofed portico composed of layered corner towers and stepped pilasters
capped with terra cotta band and capitals. This appears an exterior entrance restored possibly from the original
1939 north elevation before new construction in 1964 (photo 26). There are limestone steps to the paired metal
entry doors with multi-pane windows, and the entry steps are flanked by a brick half wall finished with stone.
The entry doors have a three ribbon window transom area above and doors and windows have narrow metal
trim. Similar features on this entry are found on the south elevation towers include the half-diamond vertical
bead which emphasizes height in the entry columns. The terra cotta capitals are the same as found on the
towers, but to scale. The metal multi-paned entry door is recessed under an overhang highlighted by thin
vertical strips of terra cotta trim. The brick and trim rest on a band of zigzagged fan and floral terra cotta trim
and the overhang is capped with terra cotta trim and coping. The entry is flanked by small wall lighting
sconces. Other ornamentation on this elevation is at the top of the entry, a belt course composed of rows of
sailor/soldier/header bricks. Directly behind the 1964 one-story portion there is a detached brick wall almost
one story in height, which hides utility equipment. Bands of spaced horizontal header and sailor bricks provide
wall decoration. Parapet coping is stone.
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¥

Photo 25. 1964 Classroom Wing and m Addition, North Elevation.
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Photo 26. 1964 Addition, North Elevation. Entry Door Detail.

East Elevation — 1939 Classroom Wing and 1964 Addition (10)

The east elevation of the four story 1964 addition has floors with windows that are similar to those on the west
elevation, but they are not grouped by pilasters. There are paired eight-pane metal combination of one fixed,
two awning and one hopper window at the basement level and the three floors above. Two single six-pane
bathroom metal windows are one above another on each level at the far left side of the elevation. The sills and
parapet coping are stone and there are soldier bricks for window headers and one decorative terra cotta accent
near the top right of the elevation. The decorative belt of sailor/soldier bricks at the parapet continues on this
elevation as does the header/soldier/header belt course which wraps from the north elevation (photo 27).

This elevation is broken by a two-story south facing courtyard wall which connects this classroom wing to the
cafeteria block (photo 27). This is the only drive entrance into the courtyard from the north and the large
entrance door is metal and overhead. The 1939 classroom wing is only visible from the courtyard (photo 28).
The east elevation of the 1939 portion has an “A, B, B, B, C” bay configuration from left to right. The “B”
bays are defined by their simple brick pilasters which rise from the terra cotta belt course. Each “B” bay is
further divided by narrower brick pilasters. All pilasters end at the same height, just above the third floor
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windows and are capped with simple rectangular terra cotta capitals. The “A” bay has triple eight-pane metal
combination three awning and one hopper windows at levels one, three and four. The second level has six-pane
metal windows, three of which are awning. The “B” bays have six paired eight-pane metal windows with three
awning and one hopper window with terra cotta sills at levels one, three and four. Level two has paired six-
pane two awning windows. The “C” bay has a pair of eight-pane stair windows and two smaller six-pane single
windows at the second level connecting corridor to the cafeteria. The ground level is set apart from the stories
above by a terra cotta belt course which rests above the ground floor line of windows. The there are
header/soldier/header bricks just above the fourth floor windows, soldier bricks above other windows and the
top of the parapet wall is finished with a row of sailor/soldier bricks and terra cotta coping. This west
classroom wing is connected to the office/library/classroom block only by recessed windowed halls which
visually separates the wing from the office/classroom block.

Photo 27. 1964 Addition, East Elevation.
Connecting Halls to Cafeteria,
West Elevation of Cafeteria, Entry to Courtyard.
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Photo 28. 1939 West Classroom Wing, East Elevation.

Cafeteria Block — 1939 (11,12.13)

The 1939 cafeteria block is nearly a separate building. It is accessed by two-story long connecting halls from
the east and west classroom wings. These two story halls provide access east and west wing access to and from
the cafeteria. These connecting halls also allow access from the north side of the building complex into the
courtyard (photo 27). As described, this north elevation of a hall wall has a large metal overhead door. The
cafeteria building has a hipped copper roof with a flat deck and is two stories. The ground level is storage and
the wood working shop. The cafeteria block is nearly the same on three sides, with the courtyard side differing.
The basement level is brick and intersects the concrete foundation and the ground. At the intersection of the
basement wall with the first level, there is a narrow fluted limestone belt course. The pilasters create seven or
eight similar bays with an “A, B, B, B, B, B A” or “A, B, B, B, B, B, B, A” pattern on the east and west
elevations. The stepped brick pilaster bases in the “B” bays engage at the ground, and rise the full height of the
cafeteria to just above the parapet wall and end in rounded capitals (photo 29). Window headers are soldier
bricks and sills are terra cotta. The parapet is finished with sailor/soldier bricks and terra cotta coping. The
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“A” tower bays have paired six-pane metal windows with three awning windows on the first and second levels.
The stepped pilasters which separate the “A” from “B” bays begin above the stone belt course between and “A”
and “B” bays or at the ground, and end at the parapet which is finished with a row of sailor/soldier bricks and
terra cotta coping. The pilasters are finished with a terra cotta coping which serve as capitals. Above the “A”
bay second level windows is a framed chevron brick pattern which ends at the parapet. The “B” bays have
triple six-pane metal awning windows on both stories. A distinctive element of the cafeteria is the number of
windows which provide light from three directions. The east and west elevations (11) of the cafeteria vary only
in that there is an glazed wood entry door and a large metal overhead door in the first “B” bay of the west
elevation with six ribbon windows above which provides an entrance to the ground level.

Photo 29. Cafeteria Block, North and West Elevations.

The north elevation (12) of the cafeteria has an “A, B, B, B, A” configuration. The bays are configured in the
same patterns as the east and west elevations with the exception of the center “B” bay on the basement level,
which has an overhead segmented metal door approached by a ramp, and this door is similar to the basement
door in the west elevation, only it is slightly taller. This accesses a woodworking storage area.

The south courtyard elevation (13) of the cafeteria is dominated by an exterior centered brick incinerator stack.
It intersects with the ground, and rises above the terra cotta belt course which sets the basement level off from
the cafeteria floor above. The stack rises with pilasters on all sides which have simple terra cotta flat capitals
(photo 30). There are paired stylized short pilasters on the column and stepped horizontal layers at the top of
the stack. The stack is also decorated with simple terra cotta trim and corner blocks. The south courtyard
elevation holds the connecting halls which provide access from both west and east classroom wings and to the
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cafeteria. This “A, B, C, C, B, A” wall of slightly differentiated bays has a concrete foundation which the brick
walls join at ground. There is a terra cotta belt course which separates the foundation wall from the windows.
First floor windows, which are paired eight-pane metal three awning and one hopper, have headers of soldier
bricks, and sills of terra cotta. The second floor windows, which are paired or single four-or six-pane hopper
and awning, have terra cotta sills and have a header course consisting of a header/soldier/header bricks which
span between pilasters. The “B” bays project slightly through the parapet wall with a chevron brick pattern.
The east “A” bay has a ground level entry door with three ribbon windows above. There is a small one-story
square trash building (1940) in the courtyard which is flat topped and vented with grills with an entry door.

Photo 30. Cafeteria Block, North Elevation. Incinerator Stack.
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West Elevation 1939 and 1949 East Classroom Wing (14)

The west elevation of the 1939 east classroom wing is within the courtyard and architecturally identical to the
east elevation of the 1939 west classroom wing except three levels — a basement level and two stories (10).

The west elevation of the 1949 classroom addition is outside and north of the courtyard connecting corridor
between 1939 classroom wings. The 1949 west elevation is nearly identical to the 1939 west elevation but the
bay configuration is “A, B, B, B, B, B, B, A”. The “A” end bays have no windows and the “B” windows paired
eight-pane metal combination of three awning and one hopper windows and the pilasters are of equal width,
rather than the alternating narrow and wider ones on the 1939 wing (photo 32) and they extend from the
limestone belt course. The windows are identical in arrangement, look and materials otherwise. This east
classroom wing is connected to the office/library/classroom block only by recessed windowed halls which
visually separate the wing from the office/library/classroom block (photo 33).

Photo 31. 1939 East Classroom Wing, West Elevation.
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Photo 32. 1949 Classroom Wing, West Elevation.
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Photo 33. East Classroom Wing and Office/Library/Classroom Block
Recessed Hall Connection Looking Southeast.

North Elevation 1949 Classroom Wing (15)

This elevation is three stories in height in an “A,B,A” configuration (photo 34). The brick wall joins a concrete
foundation at the ground level. The brick wall intersects with the concrete foundation at the ground and there is
a narrow belt course of fluted Bedford limestone which separates the basement level from the level above. The
ground level is distinguished by the one-story enclosed entry portico, which is similar to the 1964 portico on the
west classroom wing (photo 35). This portico is also composed of layered and stepped pilasters capped with
terra cotta trim and rounded capitals. There are steps to the paired metal entry doors flanked by a brick half-



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 7_ Page 36 Will Rogers High School
Tulsa, Tulsa County, OK

wall finished with limestone. The entry doors have a three window transom above and are framed in metal.
The repeated half-diamond vertical bead found on other elevations emphasizes height in the entry towers. The
terra cotta capitals are the same as found on the towers, only to scale. The multi-paned entry door is recessed
under a portico overhang which has bricks in a chevron pattern separated by thin vertical strips of terra cotta
trim. The brick and trim rest on a band of zigzagged fan and floral terra cotta and the overhang is capped with
terra cotta trim and coping. The entry is flanked by small wall sconces. There is a single twelve-pane metal
three awning and one hopper windows to the right of the portico which has a header of soldier bricks and a sill
of limestone. There are single twelve-pane windows with three awning and one hopper in the second and third
levels of the left “A” bay, and one in the right “A” at the first and third levels. These windows have terra cotta
sills and headers of terra cotta trim and are framed by raised sailor bricks from the limestone belt course to the
top of the third story windows. The “B” bay is a narrow bay slightly recessed over the entry portico with paired
twelve-pane metal five awning and one hopper windows, or paired eight-pane four awning and one hopper
windows that provide light into the stair halls above. These windows have terra cotta sills and headers of terra
cotta trim. There is a decorative panel of chevron bricks in the “B” bay at the parapet wall which is separated
by brick and terra cotta vertical trim and the trim projects through the parapet. The parapet wall is finished at
the coping with a sailor/soldier bricks and there is a similar header/soldier/header belt course which spans the
elevation at the height of the third floor windows.

Photo 34. 1949 Addition, North Elevation.
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Photo 35. 1949 Addition, North Elevation. East Classroom Wing. Entry Door Detail.

West Elevation 1939 and 1949 Classroom Wing (16)

This three story elevation has four window bays of the 1939 wing and the seven window bays of the 1949
addition (photo 36). The foundation is concrete and the brick wall meets the foundation at the ground. The
basement level is separated from the second and third levels by a narrow belt course of fluted Bedford
limestone and the pilasters rise from this belt course. When compared to the east elevation of this wing, the
auditorium fly loft replaces some classroom area in this elevation.

The two building periods are distinct visually. The 1939 portion shows four window bays separated by
pilasters of two sizes which project through the terra cotta coping and are capped by terra cotta capitals.. The
windows are paired in these bays and are eight-pane metal combination three awning and one hopper windows.
The window headers are a header/soldier/header row and there is a sailor/soldier brick row just below the
parapet coping. The 1949 addition is nearly identical except that there are seven window bays, and the pilasters
are of equal size. The roof treatment, window headers, coping and terra cotta trim is the same in both periods.
The window sills at the basement level are stone; the sills at the second and third levels are terra cotta. Several
of the hopper windows in the 1939 and 1949 portions at level one have screens.
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Photo 36. 1939 and 1949 Addition. East Classroom Wing, East Elevation.

North Elevation 1939 Fly Loft (17)

This elevation of the four story auditorium fly loft has a full story Bedford limestone basement level which is
finished at the junction with the brick wall with a narrow fluted limestone belt course. There are bays in an
“A,B,A” configuration (photo 37). This basement level has three nine-pane metal combination two awning and
one hopper metal windows, one in the left “A” bay and two in the “B”. Two of these windows have had the
upper three panes are filled and vented. The left “A” bay is distinguished by paired shallow stepped pilasters
which spring from the limestone foundation line and are capped at the parapet with flat terra cotta capitals.

This bay also has a single emergency exit door with a terra cotta header, but with no stair access. The right “A”
bay is similar but intersects with the classroom wing at the third floor. The “A” bays have each have a centered
and slightly recessed area with twelve-pane metal windows at the third level. The header and sills and window
aprons are terra cotta. The “B” bay is an undecorated brick wall, but all the bays share a belt course of
zigzagged fan and floral terra cotta which runs at the height of the fourth story windows. The parapet wall is
finished also with a fan and floral terra cotta band of decorative trim and coping.
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Photo 37. Auditorium Fly Loft, North Elevation.

Auditorium East Elevation (18)

The east elevation of the auditorium has an “A, B, B, B, A, C” pattern of bays (photo 38). The “C” bay is four
stories and is the stage fly loft. This bay has the same appearance as the north elevation of the fly loft bay “A”
previously described although it has no entry door. The basement level for this east auditorium elevation is
Bedford limestone, and at the junction with the brick wall, has a narrow fluted belt course. The symmetric “A”
bays are columns which flank the “B” window bays. These “A” bays have single first level sixteen-pane metal
two awning and one hopper windows with terra cotta sills. The “B” bays are defined by stepped pilasters and
further divided by narrower brick pilasters which end just above the parapet wall and coping and create the
window openings. The “B” bays hold two levels of paired windows. The windows above the foundation single
sixteen-pane metal combination of two awning and one hopper window, and are framed by terra cotta molding.
Tripartite buff terra cotta bas relief spandrels separate first level windows from the large auditorium windows
above (photo 39). These large auditorium windows are metal, forty-eight-panes with four awning windows,
have sills and headers of terra cotta and are surmounted by large buff-colored bas relief terra cotta panels which
finish the wall from the windows to the top of the parapet wall. These are the same design as the large bas
relief terra cotta panels above the gym windows. The parapet wall is finished with a decorative terra cotta band
and terra cotta coping. All pilasters spring from the terra cotta bases at the Bedford limestone belt course, and
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are finished with rounded buff terra cotta decorative trim and capitals. The elevation is trimmed with a
zigzagged fan and floral terra cotta belt course in the “A” bays which runs at the mid-height of the large
spandrels above the auditorium windows. The decorative treatment of the buff terra cotta is stylized leaf, floral
treatment with fans and fountains.

Photo 39. Aditorium, East Elevation.
Window and Bas Relief Spandrel/Panel Details.
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Courtyard Library East and West Elevations (19)

The east and west elevations of the library block are identical. The library is situated over a basement level
swimming pool. The library foundation is concrete and the brick wall of intersects it at the ground. The
swimming pool level is separated from the library level by a terra cotta belt course. The swimming pool
windows are covered. The three window bays are separated by pilasters which begin at the ground, have terra
cotta bases at the belt course and rise to just below the parapet coping. These are finished with simple narrow
terra cotta flat capitals. These bays contain windows for the library that are paired eight-pane metal
combination three awning and one hopper windows. Window headers are soldier bricks and sills are terra
cotta. The parapet wall is finished with a row of soldier bricks and terra cotta coping.

Courtyard Library/Swimming Pool North Elevation (20)

The north elevation for the library (photo 40) varies from east and west in width and number of bays. Instead
of three, there are five in an A, B, B, B, A configuration. The “B” bays have triple windows instead of paired
windows which are in the “A” bays. The “B” swimming pool windows are also covered and there are no
window openings in the “A” bays. Other pilaster, coping and trim descriptions are the same as the east and
west elevations.

Photo 40. Library/Swimming Pool, North and East Elevation.
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North Elevation, 1939 Office/Library/Classroom Block (20)

The four-level elevation for the office/library/classroom block, which can be seen only from the courtyard, is
simply finished compared to more publicly seen elevations (photo 41). For example, the walls have no
pilasters. The foundation is concrete and the brick basement walls join the concrete foundation at the ground.
The basement level is separated from the floor above by a belt course of terra cotta. The ground level has
single metal nine-pane two awning and one hopper windows; the second single or paired eight-pane three
awning one hopper windows; and third level has triple eight-pane metal combination three awning and one
hopper windows. Some windows on levels two, three and four are filled with room air conditioners. Window
headers are soldier bricks and the sills are terra cotta. The parapet wall is finished with a row of sailor/soldier
bricks, and terra cotta coping. Windows over the library at the third level in the block are paired eight-pane
metal combination three awning and one hopper windows. A belt course of header/solder/header brick spans
the elevation just above the third story windows.

Photo 41. Office/Library/Classroom Block, North Elevation
Library/Swimming Pool West Elevation.
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INTERIOR FEATURES

While the exterior of Will Rogers High School is significant architecturally, the interior is finished in the main
public spaces with fine Art Deco details. The entries in the towers for example, are elaborate constructions of
Chinese mandarin red terra cotta, brass grills and highly detailed fans and floral trim at the wall/ceiling junction
(photo 42).

Tower Entry Foyer

Photo 42. Tower Entry Foyer. Terra Cotta and Brass Grill Detail.
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Auditorium and Foyer

The main entry to the auditorium is detailed with terra cotta, from the stairs and walls to the ticket offices. The
ceiling trim is again elaborate fans and floral molding (photos 43 and 44).

Photo 43. Auditorium Foyer. Stairs to Loge Level.
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Photo 44. Auditorium Foyer. Ticket Window.

The balconied auditorium is a very detailed and sophisticated theater (photos 45, 47, 48)). The stage is curved
with an elaborate stepped stage proscenium (a Mesoamerican style corbelled or false arch) which outlines the
stage opening. It is striking in its degree of detail with curved and fluted gold insets of a fan and floral designs
are in terra cotta red, brass, gold leaf and tan (photo 46).
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Photo 46. uditoriurn. Detail of Proscenium.

False balconies add to the theatrical atmosphere and the plaster ceiling is ornate, decorated with painted cast
plaster beams (photo 49).
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Photo 47. Auditorium. Grill Detail and False Balcony, Wall Trim.
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Photo 48. Auditorium Rear. Detail of Loge, Lighting, ahd Decoratie laster Beams.
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Photo 49. Auditorium. Decorative Beams, Plasterwork.

Dominating the west wall is a mural painted by Alexander Rindskopf (photo 50). The panel contains a poem
by James Greenleaf Whittier about westward expansion and is illustrated with figures of pioneers and Indians.

Photo 50. Auditorium. Decorative Mural.
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Almost every element in the auditorium has detail. The auditorium seat frames are detailed with geometric
design, and the seating rows have their lettered tags skewed at an angle to make reading them easier for those
searching for seating (photo 51).

Photo 51. Auditorium. Detail of Seat Framework.
Main Hall

The main hall of the school has terra cotta sheathed walls and terrazzo floors (on a sand cushion). Itis a
masterpiece of terra cotta trim with 9,892 terra cotta tiles just in the main hall area. The tile colors are Chinese
Mandarin red, pinkish beige, with gold, brown and beige in the trim. The lights are original to the 1939
construction (photo 52).
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Photo 52. Main Hall
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