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This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached

nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notw1thstand1ng the National Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation.

s // </ //ﬂu/ September 07, 2006

7 dlgnature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Section 6 Functions

For both Historic and Current functions, the following subcategories are, hereby, added under the category
of Commerce: specialty store, financial institution, business. Also, under current functions,
“Education/library,” hereby, replaces “Government/library” to better reflect the use of the library as a
community resource and cultural institution.

Section 7 Description

The statement on page 7.11 that “generally the building [Masonic Lodge] has good integrity” is, hereby,
dropped and the following added to clarify that the building is classified as noncontributing in keeping
with the recommendation of the Kansas State Review Board: “The addition of a large metal gable roof
behind the original parapet and atop the original, flat-roofed building seriously compromises the building’s
historic integrity. For this reason the building is classified as noncontributing.”

The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A) Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-9000a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

Historic name Seneca Main Street Historic District
Other name/site number

2. Location
Street & number 301-607 Main, 304-612 Main, 25 N. 6th, 26 N. 4th [ not for publication
City or town Seneca [] vicinity
State Kansas Code KS County Nemaha Code 131 Zip code 66538

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

| Asthe designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this D<) nomination
[] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
@ meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

lonally O statewnde IZ locally. (] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

aﬁ @ e DSHPC Oum § 2006

Slgnature of cema official/Title Date
Kansas State Historical Society

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional
Comments.)

Signature of commenting official /Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, National Park Service Certification

| herby certify that the property is Signat

u72> the Keeper p Date of /
Ve
k entered in the National Register. _M L M/k—f/ ﬂ / ﬂé

[[] See continuation sheet.
[] determined eligible for the Nationat
Register
[[] See continuation sheet.
("] determined not eligible for the
National Register
(] removed from the National
Register
[ other, (explain:)
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Name of Property

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private [ building(s)
X public-local X district
[ public-State [ site
[ public-Federal [ structure
] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
40 16 buildings
sites
1 structures
objects
41 16 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter Categories from instructions)

Commerce/trade

Government/city hall, post office

Social/meeting hall

Religion/church

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce/trade

Government/city hall, post office, library

Social/meeting hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian/ltalianate, Romanesque, Rennaissance

19th & 20th Century Revivals/Beaux Arts, Classical

19th & 20th Century American Movement/Commercial
Style

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation: Stone, Concrete

Walls: Brick

Wood, Concrete block

Roof:  Asphalt/

Other:

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the

property for National Register

X1 A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history

[C] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[C] D Property has yielded, or likely o yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

CJ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[:] B rgmoved from it original location.

7] ¢ abirthplace or grave.

1D acemetery.

[C] E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
[C1F acommemorative property.

[C] G tess than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce

Architecture

Period of Significance

circa 1880--1950

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

George A. Shaul, City Hall builder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

] preliminary determination of individual fisting (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
[ previously listed in the National Register

[] previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark
[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[X] State Historic Preservation Office
[ Other State agency
[] Federal agency
[ Local government
[T University
(] Other

Name of repository:
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Approximately 12

UTM References 3

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 1|4 70s5]1]s|s5]o0 aTal1]3]2]4]o0

Zone Easting Northing

14 70s5]1]1|3]o0 4Ja]1]3]3]4]o0] 4

Zone Easting Northing

2 14 7{s5(1]1}4]o0 aTali|3)2]2]0
1] 4 7051 ]s5]4]0 alal]3|3]7]o0

[J See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Namettitie Dale E. Nimz

Organization For the City of Seneca Date September 23, 2005

Street & number 1928 Countryside Lane Telephone  785-842-8992

City or town Lawrence State  KS Zip code 66044

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

(Check with SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
Name See attached list.
Street & number Telephone
City or town State Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic

Preservation Act, as amended (16) U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018),

Washington, DC 20503
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Architectural Description
Summary

The Seneca Main Street central business district is located on Main Street from First to Seventh Streets.
Before the improvement of U. S. Highway 36 to the north in the late 1930s, traffic moved through the
business district. The main railroad line parallels Main Street one block south on a right-of-way
originally platted as Baltimore Street.

The Seneca Main Street Historic District includes most of the commercial buildings in the business
district which are concentrated on Main Street between Third and Sixth Streets (see attached map for
exact boundaries.) Generally, the north and south boundaries of the district extend to the alleys behind
Main Street, but include one building on North Fourth and one on North Sixth Street just north of the
alley. The east boundary is defined by a change in the character of the buildings on Main Street to
twentieth century commercial and residential buildings east of Third Street. Also, the west boundary of
the historic district is defined by a change to scattered modern commercial buildings and residences.
The business district is located on a generally level area. There is diagonal parking along the brick
paved street with concrete sidewalks. Most of the extant buildings have identical setbacks with the
building front extending to the sidewalk. Brick is the primary building material with some stone,
concrete, and concrete block. Generally, buildings are one and two stories tall. Several larger and more
elaborate historic buildings anchor the ends of blocks with smaller one and two-story buildings in the
center of the blocks.

Most of the buildings in the district are two-part and one-part commercial blocks. As defined by
Richard Longstreth, the two-part commercial block is the "most common type of composition used for
small and moderate-sized commercial buildings throughout the country."' These buildings feature a
distinction between the storefront level and an upper zone. Most storefronts have symmetrically
arranged facades with large display windows flanking a recessed entry. Second story windows are
usually smaller and narrower than those on the first floor. The one-part commercial block has only a
single story which is similar to the lower zone of the two-part commercial block. These commercial
buildings generally have low-sloping or flat roofs behind raised parapets.

The buildings in the district represent three main architectural classifications: Late Victorian, Late 19th
and 20th Century Revivals, and Early 20th Century American Movements--Commercial Style. These
styles reflect the stages of Seneca's development from the permanent building boom of the 1880s and

' Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street (Washington, DC: Preservation Press, 1987), 24.
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1890s into the first decades of the twentieth century. The district includes twenty-eight buildings that
were constructed before 1901 and twenty-one buildings constructed between 1901 and 1950. Seven
buildings in the district were constructed after 1945. Also, the circa 1919 brick streets (listed as a
structure) are a significant part of the district.

The extant architectural styles of the Seneca Main Street Historic District are:

Gothic Revival - 1

Italianate - 6

Romanesque Revival - 13
Rennaissance Revival - 2

Classical Revival/Colonial Revival - 3
Commercial - 14

Beaux Arts - 1

Art Deco - 1

Within the Seneca Main Street district, only the Post Office is already listed on the National Register.
Including the Post Office, there are fifty-five resources in the district. Significant architectural character
is still evident representing the commercial and architectural development of Seneca's historic business
district. There are forty contributing buildings, sixteen non-contributing buildings, and one contributing
structure, the c. 1919 brick streets. Of the non-contributing buildings, four were constructed during the
period of significance. Some historic buildings in the district have been demolished and replaced. The
result is some modern infill construction distinguished by contemporary architectural styles and
materials. However, more than 70% of the buildings in the district have substantial architectural
integrity and represent the significant historical periods and associations.

Buildings evaluated as contributing usually have undergone alterations over time. Many of the
alterations reflect changes common to historic commercial buildings as storefronts and facades were
modernized with contemporary materials and signs. Some of the alterations detract from or obscure the
historic architectural character of certain buildings. However, many of these alterations are reversible.
Rehabilitation of these buildings might change their evaluation and eligibility for rehabilitation tax
credits. Acceptable alterations include: windows which are covered but retain the original openings and
recessions; additions which are obviously secondary to the main block; alterations to non-street-facing
elevations; and storefront alterations provided that the transom outlines and other major architectural
divisions are evident.
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The following inventory list of buildings includes the address, construction and alteration dates in
parenthesis, and historic name if documented. Also, there is a brief description of each building with
architectural style, if evident.

Inventory
The following properties are included in the historic district.
1. Seneca Theater. 301 Main Street, circa 1927, contributing.

The Royal Theater was constructed in1927 on the site of an opera house block dating back to circa 1885.
This is a rectangular two-story brick Commercial style building with a barrel roof. The building has a
three-bay front with recessed panels, central and side entrances, and a projecting theater marquee. The
mezzanine and second floor has 3/1 wooden double-hung windows. The rear wing has a steep gable
roof. The shaped brick parapet, raised brick piers and other features of this two-part commercial block
are characteristic of early twentieth century commercial style architecture. The first floor storefront has
been altered with a modern glass entry, windows and wood sheathing. Central mezzanine windows
have been covered with plywood.

2. 305 Main Street, circa 1925, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick Commercial style building with a three-bay front and central
entrance. The red brick fagade has an ornamental stone parapet and transom trim, a parapet with a
raised central gable and a rectangular stone plaque surmounting the entrance. There is a flat roof and
parapet. The storefront has been altered with a modern metal entrance door flanked by four-part
storefront windows. The storefront transom has been covered.

3. 307 Main, circa 1924, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story tile Commercial style building with a flat roof and parapet. The building
has a three-bay front with central entrance flanked by display windows. The fagade had ornamental
recessed brick panels and a parapet with raised central gable. The storefront has been altered with
modern paired metal entrance doors, covered sidelights, and modern two-part display windows. The
storefront has been parged with concrete stucco.

4. 315 Main, circa 1924, contributing.
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This is a rectangular one-story brick Commercial style building with a flat roof and parapet. The
building has a three-part storefront with a central entrance flanked by display windows. There is an
ornamental red brick front with a stone belt course. The fagade has a central plaque surmounting the
entrance, ornamental tan brick grids, and a shaped parapet with stone cap and a raised central gable.
Alterations include modern paired metal entrance doors and sidelights, modern display windows, and a
metal-covered transom.

5. 317 Main, circa 1911, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick Commercial style building with a flat roof and parapet. The
building has a three-part front with a central entrance flanked by paired display windows and an
ornamental glass transom. The facade has an ornamental stone base and ornamental raised brick end
piers and eave cornice detailing. There is a rectangular horizontal plaque surmounting the entrance and
a stone parapet cap. Alterations include modern metal entrance doors and sidelights.

6. 319 Main, circa 1924, contributing.

This is rectangular one-story brick Commercial style building with a flat roof and parapet. The building
has a two-part front with a side entrance and a two-part display window. The fagade is defined by raised
brick piers and a smooth-cut parapet cap. There is a wooden glazed entrance door with the original
transom covered.

7. 323 Main, circa 1885, non-contributing

This is a rectangular one-story brick Italianate style building with a flat roof and parapet. The
ornamental cast iron storefront has a side entrance and elaborate ornamental metal eave cornice with a
central pediment. Alterations include a modern metal entrance door and modern horizontal windows set
in brick infill. The storefront transom has been covered with corrugated metal.

8. A. J. Felt Block. 327 Main, 1880, contributing,.

This is a rectangular two-story brick Italianate style commercial block with a flat roof and parapet.
There is a one-story rear wing. There is an ornamental cast iron double storefront with a recessed
central second floor stair and entrance flanked by central storefront entrances. The storefronts have
paired glazed wooden entrance doors flanked by display windows surmounted by a projecting storefront
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cornice. The second floor front and west side windows have 1/1 wooden double-hung sash. Windows
have ornamental cast iron Italianate hoods. In the front fagade there is a projecting metal eave cornice
with brackets and a central raised brick gable in the parapet surmounting the second floor entrance.
Alterations include storefront transoms covered with plywood and modern vents installed above
storefront entrances. In the west fagade, the first floor openings have been filled with brick. Also, there
is a one-story rear addition.

9. 26 North Fourth Street, 1924, contributing.
This is a rectangular one-story brick Commercial style building with a double storefront.
10. Ace Hardware. 401 Main, 1959, non-contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry and concrete block commercial block at the corner of a
row. The building has a flat roof and parapet. There is a three-bay storefront with a central entrance
flanked by metal display windows and sheltered by a projecting flat metal awning.

11. 405 Main, circa 1896, non-contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick commercial building in a row. It has a flat roof and parapet. The
modern brick storefront has three bays with a central entrance. The storefront has a modern wood frame
hipped awning covered with shingles. Originally, this was a two-story building. Most of the second
story was removed in 1959 after two adjacent buildings collapsed and damaged the upper story of this
building.

12. 407 Main, circa 1885, contributing.

This is a rectangular two-story wood-frame commercial building in a row with a flat roof and parapet.
The storefront has a side entrance and paired display windows. The storefront is sheathed with glass
panels on the first floor. The second floor is sheathed with weatherboard. On the second floor, the are
three 1/1 double-hung windows with ornamental window hoods. Alterations include a modern glazed
entrance door and transom and a modern hipped wood frame and shingle awning.

13. 409 Main, circa 1885, contributing.
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This is a rectangular two-story brick Renaissance Revival style commercial building in a row with a flat
roof and parapet. The storefront has three bays with a recessed central entrance and glazed wooden
entrance door flanked by large display windows flanking entrance. The second floor facade has
ornamental raised brick quoins, flat brick arches, and slightly projecting paneled and corbelled brick
detailing at the eave. Alterations include a storefront transom and second floor covered with plywood.

14. 413 Main, 1908, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-and-a-half story brick Renaissance Revival style commercial building in a row
with a flat roof and parapet. The storefront has four bays with a central entrance flanked by large
display windows. The upper storefront has ornamental tan brick quoins and a raised central brick panel
with ornamental piers, a corbelled brick eave comice and stone parapet cap. There is a central wooden
attic window surmounted with an ornamental flat arch and a metal plaque embossed with the name,
Snyder, and the date, 1908. Alterations include a side entrance bay covered with plywood, storefront
bulkheads covered with plywood, a modern glazed metal entrance door, and a modern wood frame and
shingle shed awning.

15. 415 Main, circa 1896, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick Romanesque style commercial building with a flat roof and parapet
in a row. The storefront has two bays with a side entrance and a two-part display window. The facade
has ornamental stone base blocks, a terra cotta frieze panel surmounting storefront, brick eave detailing
with raised semicircular end piers, recessed brick niches, a projecting corbelled brick gable feature with
a stone belt course and stone parapet cap. Alterations include a modern glazed metal entrance door with
a cloth awning.

16. 417 Main, 1888, contributing.

This is a rectangular two-story brick Romanesque style commercial building with a flat roof and parapet
in arow. The storefront has four bays supported on ornamental cast iron posts with a central and side
entrance and two display windows. The fagade has four ornamental brick panels surmounting the
storefront and a stone belt course under the second story windows. The second floor windows have 2/2
wooden double-hung sash. There are semicircular brick arches and stone end blocks above the windows
and raised brick eave detailing with a central date plaque (1888). Alterations include a recessed modern
glazed metal entrance door with transom and a modern cloth awning. The storefront transoms are
covered with wooden lattice.
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17. National Bank. 419 Main, circa 1901, circa 1930, contributing.

This is a rectangular two-story brick commercial building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. The
front is a smooth-cut stone Art Deco style fagade. The fagade has a three-bay front with two side
entrances. There is an enframed three -part window wall with 1/1 wooden double-hung windows
centered in the fagade and flanked by second floor windows. The two glazed wooden entrance doors are
surmounted by transoms. The fagade has ornamental vertical grooved stone detailing above the
entrances and accentuating the window wall. There is a three-part wooden panel with chevron ornament
in the window wall between the first and second story. There is corbelled horizontal detailing above the
second floor windows and an irregular ornamental stone parapet cap.

18. Seneca Variety. 425 Main, 1969, non-contributing.

This is a modern rectangular one-story brick and concrete block commercial building with a flat roof
and parapet. The building has a main three-bay storefront with an additional side storefront bay west
and a taller bay to the east. The main storefront has paired central metal entrance doors flanked by metal
display windows surmounted by a projecting flat metal awning.

19. First National Bank. 427 Main, 1889, contributing.

This is a rectangular two-story Richardsonian Romanesque style brick commercial block with a flat roof
and parapet at the end of a row. The building has a raised basement. The asymmetrical fagade has a
recessed side entrance and prominent corner circular tower. There are large and small round-arched first
floor front windows. In the corner tower and on the second floor, the windows have 1/1 double-hung
wooden sash. The main entrance door is wood. The elaborate ornamentation includes rough-cut stone
lintels and round arched openings, multi-paned round-arched window transoms, a projecting central
window bay on the second floor outlined with raised brick piers, a terra cotta panel and raised gable with
multi-colored brick ornament, and stone eave detailing. Four pinnacles on raised brick piers crown the
parapet. There is a metal eave cornice on the front and side facades. The corner tower is surmounted by
a conical roof covered with wood shingles and an ornamental spire. Alterations include modern
aluminum storm windows. The first floor front windows have been partially filled and the side windows
have been covered with wood shake shingles.

20. 501 Main, circa 1885, 1939, contributing.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 7 Page _8 Seneca Main Street Historic District,
Nemaha County, Kansas

This is a rectangular two-story brick commercial building with a flat roof and parapet at the end of a
row. There is a rear wing or addition facing Fifth Street. The main south fagade is Commercial style
and the east fagade has Italianate detailing. The original block was constructed about 1885 and the front
was remodeled about 1939. The building has a three-bay front with a recessed central entrance f\lanked
by display windows. There are two rear entrances in the side fagade. The second floor front has 1/1
wooden double-hung windows. The rear wing has an ornamental second floor projecting oriel window.
Ornamentation includes a front storefront cornice, raised brick panel and eave detailing. The side fagade
has projecting round-arched Italianate window hoods and raised brick eave cornice detailing.
Alterations include a modern metal entrance door and a modern flat metal awning. The storefront
transom and side windows have been covered. Openings in the rear wing have been filled with wood
shake shingles.

21. Fashions Unlimited. 503 Main, 1961, non-contributing.

This is a one-story doublefront commercial block in a row with a flat roof and parapet. The brick front
has recessed paired central entrance doors flanked by display windows. There is a modern full-length
cloth awning.

22. 507 Main, circa 1889, non-contributing.

This is a one-story brick commercial block in a row with a flat roof, brick end piers and a central parapet
between raised piers. The storefront has been altered with a side entrance and three casement windows
set in a wood frame and plywood front. The upper facade has a wood shingled awning with three
projecting wood vent dormers.

23. 509 Main, circa 1889, contributing.

This is a rectangular two-story brick Romanesque style commercial building with a flat roof and parapet
in a row. The storefront has two bays with a recessed side entrance. There are first floor display
window and a multi-paned transom. There is an ornamental cast iron post supporting the storefront
lintel, stone pier caps, second floor stone sills and round-arched window lintels. The second floor
openings are accentuated by stone ornament in three raised brick piers. There is a stone parapet cap and
elaborate corbelled brick eave detailing. Alterations include a modern metal storefront awning and
white metal storm doors. The second floor window openings have been altered. There is one large
fixed and one 1/1double-hung sash.
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24, Citizens State Bank. 511 Main, circa 1885, contributing.

This is the east half of a rectangular two-story brick commercial block in a row with similar Italianate
style detailing. The building has a flat roof and parapet. This storefront has four bays with a central
entrance flanked by display windows and a side entrance to the west. On the second floor, there are 1/1
wooden double-hung windows. The main entrance has paired glazed wooden doors and the side
entrance has a paneled wooden door. Ornamentation includes cast iron storefront posts and cornice,
stone pier bases, stone window sills and hoods on the second floor and a corbelled brick eave cornice.
Alterations include display windows partially covered with wood shingle awnings and an eave cornice
covered with corrugated metal.

25. 513 Main, circa 1885, contributing.

This is the west half of a rectangular two-story brick commercial block in a row with similar Italianate
style detailing. The building has a flat roof and parapet. The building has a three-bay storefront with a
recessed entrance flanked by display windows. The storefront is surmounted with four second floor
windows. Ornamentation includes cast iron storefront posts and stone sills and window hoods on the
second floor. Alterations include a modern metal entrance door, bulkheads covered with plywood, a
storefront transom covered with corrugated metal and shingles, and an eave cornice covered with
corrugated metal. The second floor window openings have been partially filled and modern double-
hung windows installed.

26. 515 Main, circa 1896, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick Romanesque style commercial building with a flat roof and parapet
in a row. The storefront has four bays with a recessed central entrance flanked by display windows.
Storefront ornamentation includes projecting brick piers as well as an elaborate pressed metal eave
cornice with brackets, dentil molding and a raised central gable with the Burnett name in the cornice.
Alterations include a modern metal entrance door and sidelight, art glass bulkheads, and a closed side
entrance. The storefront transom has been covered with corrugated metal.

27. 517 Main, circa 1896, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick Romanesque style commercial building with a flat roof and parapet
in a row. The storefront has a three-bay front with a recessed central entrance flanked by display
windows. Ornamentation includes cast iron storefront posts, raised brick piers above the storefront and
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an elaborate pressed metal eave cornice with brackets and a central raised gable with the date 1895 in an
ornamental panel. Alterations include a modern metal entrance door and sidelight and modern cloth
awnings. The storefront transom has been covered with plywood.

28. 521 Main, circa 1925, contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story brick Commercial style store building with a flat roof and parapet in a
row. The storefront has a three-bay front with a central entrance. Ornamentation above the storefront
includes raised brick panels and brick piers, a central stone plaque in the raised central parapet, and a
stone parapet cap. Alterations include a modern metal storefront with a central entrance door flanked by
paired display windows and covered transoms. The central plaque may be related to the building's use
as the Seneca Post Office before 1939.

29. Seneca City Hall. 525 Main, 1916, contributing.

The City Hall is a two-story Beaux Arts style institutional building with a flat roof and parapet at the end
of a row. The building is constructed of brick and hollow clay tile masonry in an ell form. There is a
three-bay symmetrical front with three recessed entrances. Both the front and side facades have paired
1/1 wooden double-hung windows. There are four glazed wooden entrance doors. Ornamentation
includes central round-arched openings to the south and west with ornamental brick surrounds. Both
facades have a belt course and round-arched raised brick second floor openings with stone keystones, a
projecting eave cornice, and smooth-cut parapet cap. The front has a central recessed panel with stone
plaque. Alterations include a modern one-story brick and block rear addition with a large garage door
opening facing west. In front there is a concrete ramp and metal railing providing access to the main
entrance. The northwest entrances have been filled with modern metal windows and panels.

30. Masonic Temple. 25 North Sixth, 1918, non-contributing.

The Masonic Temple is a detached Classical Revival style institutional building facing Sixth Street to
the west. The building has a rectangular form with side bays projecting north and south. This is a one-
story stucco building on a raised brick basement. The building has a three-bay front with a monumental
central entrance flanked by small ornamented leaded glass windows and 1/1 wooden double hung
windows with ornamented leaded glass. The basement has small hatch windows. There are paired
ornamental wooden entrance doors with leaded glass glazed panels. Other ornamentation includes the
pedimented entrance portico on four columns with the name Masonic Temple set in metal letters in the
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frieze. The entrance has concrete steps with flanking brick piers. The north and south fagades have a
central recessed panel with paired flat columns flanking small window. Generally, the building has
good architectural integrity except for the modern corrugated metal gable roof that was added on top of
the original flat roof behind parapet.

31. Emergency Services. 601 Main, 2000, non-contributing.

This is a modern detached rectangular one-story institutional building constructed of concrete block
masonry with brick trim. The building has a gable roof. There is a three-bay front with a central
entrance flanked by sidelights and large fixed windows. The entrance door, sidelights, and windows are
framed with metal.

32. Seneca Post Office. 607 Main, 1939, contributing.

The Post Office is a detached brick Classical Revival style institutional building. The building is one
story with a raised basement. It has an ell plan with the main block oriented east and west. The building
has a five-bay front with a central entrance flanked by paired windows. There is a hipped roof covered
with standing seam metal roofing and surmounted with a central glazed wooden cupola. There are 8/8
paired windows and paired metal entrance doors surmounted with a multi-paned transom.
Ornamentation includes the fluted entrance door surround, smooth-cut stone flat window lintels, and a
smooth-cut belt course. The name United States Post Office and Seneca, Kansas are spelled out in metal
letters fastened to the brick fagade.

33. 304 Main, 1920, contributing.

This is a detached rectangular one-story brick and concrete block Commercial style building with a flat
roof and parapet. The building has a three-bay paneled front. Ornamentation includes raised brick
piers, brick panels, a raised brick storefront molding and corbelled brick eave detailing. Alterations
include the modern metal entrance door in the central bay and large two-part display windows in each
bay.

34. 314 Main, circa 1924, non-contributing.

This is a rectangular one-story concrete block commercial building with a fla