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The boundaries are those historically and currently associated with the property.
DSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10

name/title

Korral Broschinsky, Preservation Documentation Resource

organization Draper Historic Preservation Commission

date January 16, 2004

street & number P.O. Box 58766____________

telephone (801)581-1497

city or town

state_JJT__ zip code 84158

Salt Lake City______________________

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

streets number 1147 W. 2100 South

telephone (801)908-1216

city or town

state UT

Salt Lake City

zip code 84130

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C, 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

OMB No. 1024-0018, NPS Form

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section No. 7 Page 1

Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant, Draper, Salt Lake County, UT

Narrative Description
The Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant is a agricultural processing complex of mills, warehouses,
and grain bins located at 1071 East Pioneer Road (12400 South) in Draper, Utah. The complex is on a triangleshaped parcel of 4.33 acres wedged between two rail lines to the north and Pioneer Road to the south. It is
located just north and east of the Draper town center. The plant buildings are mostly connected and arranged
linearly parallel to the railroad tracks. The older buildings formerly had docks and openings to the tracks,
however today, the north elevations are mostly blank and little activity occurs there. The front of the complex
faces south toward Pioneer Street where the truck docks and scales are located. The plant consists of three
contributing buildings: a mill (1945), the retail store (circa 1931), and the boiler (circa 1954). The three round
metal grain bins at the east end of the complex are contributing structures (built 1945 to 1950). The complex
includes six out-of period buildings: three warehouses (1969, 1974 and circa 1970), a mill (1967), the mill
warehouse (1967) and a truck shop (circa 1960). The loading bin connected to the 1967 mill is a noncontributing structure. Several of these buildings were constructed after a fire in March 1967 destroyed the
center section of the plant complex. Despite the presence of several non-contributing buildings, the historic
buildings are in good condition and represent an important era in the history of Draper's economy.
At the center of the complex is the retail store building. This building was probably built in phases beginning in
1931 and completed by 1940. The footprint is roughly square with the north elevation angled to the tracks. The
fa9ade has a loading dock under a canopy. The building is brick on a concrete foundation. It has a flat built-up
roof. The building is approximately 13,000 square feet with one-third of the space devoted to a retail feed and
farm equipment store. There is a small office in the center. The rear portion is a warehouse. The warehouse
has a basement, which was the original candling room and is accessed by a long concrete ramp. Portions of the
original exterior details of the building are visible on the interior of this and the adjoining building. Extant
features include basement windows and some lettering.
Adjoining the east elevation of the store is the mill warehouse. This concrete-block building is probably the
most architecturally interesting building in the complex; however it was built in 1967 after the historic period
and is currently non-contributing. In an era when warehouses were primarily square boxes, this building is an
unusual example of the modern maxim "form follows function" for the building's 7,886 square feet of space.
The building has a high open interior. At the rear is an open space lit by steel-sash warehouse windows. The
dock area is angled to the southwest. The east section uses a mezzanine area for the various machinery and
conveyors used to bag feed. It connects directly to the mill to the east. There is also a 1,700 square-foot tool
shed-shop at the southwest corner.
The mill itself is divided into two four-story sections with approximately 9,500 square feet at the main level.
The west two-thirds of the building was constructed in 1967 after the fire. This section is a combination of
concrete floor and reinforced concrete frame, corrugated metal with integrated metal grain bins and elevator
apparatus. To the south is the loading bins structure. The mill uses a gravity system to process the feed grain at
various levels. The interior space is four stories tall and compartmentalized according to function. This section
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is connected to a 1945 concrete section of the old mill, which survived the fire. This section at the east end is
also four stories tall and constructed of poured concrete with louvered warehouse windows. The concrete block
boiler building sits just south of the mill. It is a one-story building constructed in 1954.
Connected to the east of the mill are the three round grain bins. Two were constructed in 1945 and enlarged in
1949. These bins are three stories high and made of corrugated steel plates. The penthouse, an enclosed
catwalk, and the elevator apparatus probably date from the 1940s, but some portions may have been added
during the 1967 rebuild. The third silo-bin is a separate structure, built circa 1950. It is slightly taller with a
peaked roof and sits at the east end of the property.
Most of the non-contributing space is devoted to two large warehouses located along the tracks west of the retail
store. The first of the frame and corrugated metal warehouses was built in 1969. It is connected to the west end
of the store and sits on a concrete foundation above grade level. There are loading doors to the north facing the
tracks. The warehouse has a very low pitch to the roof. The 1969 warehouse is 23,114 square feet of open
space. The 1974 warehouse to the west is nearly identical, only slightly smaller at 14, 942 square feet. The
warehouses are interconnected so it is possible to walk on the interior of the complex from the 1974 to the 1945
mill.
The warehouse located at the west end is not attached to the rest of the complex. Differing accounts make
building difficult to date. It is commonly called the old barn, but probably dates to the 1970s. The building is
rectangular at the south end and angled to match the tracks at the north end. It is a frame building constructed
of trusses and posts similar to a barn with side aisles. Both the simple gable roof and walls are currently
covered with corrugated metal. The building sits on a concrete pad. The 7,788 square feet of space is
completely open. The main doors are on the east elevation.
Currently, the only other associated building is the truck shop in the southwest corner of the property. This
concrete block building was built in the 1960s. It has a flat built-up roof and a concrete foundation. The
building includes shop space, a dock and an office annex, which is covered with siding on the west elevation).
Two other buildings near the property are non-historic and have not been associated with the poultry business.
The 4.33-acre site in roughly arrow-shaped and located between the tracks and Pioneer Road. The two
transportation corridors converge and cross just to the east of the property. The east end (where the property
comes to a point) is covered with gravel and used for parking vehicles. To the north, the property ends with the
buildings at the rail right-of-way. The open space between buildings is bordered by high chain link fencing.
The south section of the property is paved with asphalt from the buildings to Pioneer Road. This area is used
mainly for loading and unloading, and for store patron parking. There is additional parking to the west of the
truck shop office annex. There is no landscaping except for some weed grass and shrubs along the rail corridor.
The Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant is located just north and west Draper's historic city center.
The city center historically and currently consists of a mix of residential, commercial, and institutional buildings
(including the city cemetery). The new Draper municipal building was recently completed just south of the
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Draper plant complex on what was previously farmland. A new library will soon be constructed just east of the
city hall. For the most part, the historic buildings have been maintained with new infill being mostly
residential. An empty field currently separates the plant from a recent strip mall development to the north.
Despite the construction of newer buildings, the Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant can be seen from
every part of the former agricultural outpost and is a contributing historic resource in Draper.
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Narrative Statement of Significance
The Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant is a complex of nine buildings and four structures, built in
phases between 1920 and 1974. Located at 1071 East Pioneer Road (12400 South) in Draper, the property is
significant under Criterion A, for its association with the development of Draper in the first half of the twentieth
century. The property is eligible under the Multiple Property Listing, Historic Resources of Draper, primarily
within the historic context, Twentieth-Century Community Development and Poultry Industry Period, 19181954. The plant complex was jointly owned by the Draper Poultrymen Inc. and the Draper Egg Producers
Association. It was operated as a poultry, egg, and feed processing plant from the 1920s to the 1960s. The
plant is currently owned by the Intermountain Farmers Association (IFA) and is used as a feed processing
facility, and a feed and farm equipment retail store. The plant is a complex of mills, warehouses, store, shop,
office and grain silo-bins. Though several buildings in the complex were built outside the historic period, the
buildings and structures constructed within the historic period represent the poultry business, the single most
important economy in Draper in the first half of the twentieth century. Sources estimate that nearly one-third of
Draper's workforce was associated with the poultry industry during the peak years between the 1930s and the
1950s. Just as the plant dominated the economic history of Draper for almost fifty years, the four-story-plus
complex dominates the skyline of the former farming community and is a significant part of the city's historic
resources.

History of the Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant:

The community of Draper was established in 1849 just two years after the arrival of members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS or Mormon Church) to the Salt Lake valley. The Draper settlement was
originally known as South Willow Creek, but sometimes called Sivogah, the native name for the area. Five
families were the first settlers, but were soon joined by relatives and friends. The early settlers raised cattle to
sell to emigrants on route to the California gold mines. Between 1855 and 1856, a fort was constructed and
most of the settlers lived there. By the time the Utah Southern Railway reached the South Willow Creek area in
1871, the community was a thriving though somewhat scattered collection of farmsteads with a population of
around 480. In 1876, a town site was surveyed for the community, by then known as Draperville. The name
was later shortened to Draper. The farming (grains and fruits) and ranching (sheep and cattle) community grew
steadily. After the arrival of the Denver & Rio Grande Railway 1881 several industries had been established
near the rail corridor and a thriving mercantile industry was established.
Part of the land on which the Draper Poultry plant is located was originally deeded to Peter A. and Olivia
Jensen Nielsen in 1881. The Nielsens were Danish immigrants who settled in Draper in 1866. Another part
was owned by James Zebulon and Julia Ann Wadsworth Fitzgerald Stewart. Julia A. Stewart was a Draper
native who grew up in a house on Pioneer Road. After the railroad corridor was established, the Stewarts sold
their parcel to Peter P. and Martina C. Sorensen. The Nielsen land was eventually acquired by Benjamin R,
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Meek, in 1892 the year Benjamin married one of the Nielsen daughters, Olivia Alfreda. Benjamin Meek was
one of the most prosperous sheep ranchers in Draper.
In 1902 and 1905, John R. Stockey acquired the Meek and the Sorensen parcels respectively. It was around that
time the Twin Peaks Cannery was established at the west end of the Draper Poultry property. Little information
is known about the cannery, but the main product was canned tomatoes. The cannery was a complex of frame
and brick buildings east of 1000 East, north of 12400 South, near the tracks. At the height of the canning
season, at least 31 workers were employed at the cannery. It is not known when the cannery went out of
business, but it may have been when Stockey sold the property in 1915 to N. J. Thorstenberg. By 1917
Thorstenberg sold the property to Robert J. and Nellie E. Withers.
During the time the cannery was in operation, the poultry business was established in Draper. The 1910 census
for Draper lists only two men in the poultry industry, Wilford C. Vawdrey, a farmer raising "fruits and poultry"
and John Sorenson, a farmer specializing in "chickens and poultry.' By the 1920s, a number of families had
"chicken farms." Several factors may account for the rise. Twentieth century amenities such as electricity
(1912) and piped culinary water (1915-1917) made it easier to raise poultry. One source suggests that daylightsavings time, approved by Congress on March 19, 1918, may have helped the Draper chicken business: "In
winter months night lights were turned on in coops to give chickens more time to eat mash, wheat, calsite, and
drink the continuous flow of water."2 The Alien family built one of the earliest large-scale chicken ranches on
their family farm at the south end of Draper near 1000 East and 13200 South.
Around 1918, eight farmers began to work co-operatively to buy feed and market eggs. In 1926, Draper
Poultrymen Incorporated was organized. That year the old canning factory complex was converted to a poultry
feed plant by Draper Poultrymen Inc. The contractor for the project was Wilford Cyrus Vawdrey (1883-1943).
After switching from teaching to contracting in 1910, Cyrus Vawdrey built numerous homes in Draper and
Sandy. He also did commercial work and may have worked on other plant buildings (such as the feed mill and
the egg testing-storage plant) in the 1930s. The Draper Poultrymen bought the property from Robert J. and
Nellie E. Withers on December 26, 1928.
By the time of the 1930 census enumeration, the poultry business had grown so fast that over 90 workers were
listed in the poultry industry. Between 1910 and 1930, the population of Draper had doubled, however, in the
same time period, the percentage of workers in the poultry industry rose from a handful of scattered farmers
raising chickens to nearly one-third of all workers in the town employed by the numerous chicken farms and
three egg-feed processing plants. The poultry workers listed include numerous plant laborers, some with
specialized occupations, such as floor manager, box maker, egg handler and egg candler (a person who tests the
eggs by holding them up to a light). There were also several clerks and administrators listed on the census. In
addition to those working at the "poultry plant," there were numerous poultry farms scattered throughout the
Draper area, including one owned and operated by a widow, Annie E. Snell. The S. J. Mickelsen Hardware
1 Draper Historical Society, Sigovah to Draper City, 1849-1977: the History of Draper, Utah, Volume Two, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Agreka
Books, [2002]), 204, 364.

2 Ibid, 251.
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Store and Lumber Yard in Draper supplied much of the lumber used to build coops in the community. The
demand was so great that Mickelsen's daughter recorded the company had two miles of chicken coop under
construction and turned over its inventory fourteen times in 1929.3
Draper's poultry business thrived despite a general downturn in the economy during the depression years. But
the business was not without risks. In 1932, a disease went through chicken farms in Draper and wiped out
entire flocks. Some producers lost everything and gave up the idea of producing and selling eggs.4 That year,
the Draper Egg Producers Association was organized when several egg producers formed their own cooperative called the Utah Poultry and Farmers Co-Operative and affiliated with the Utah State Farm Bureau.
The Utah Poultry Co-op built near the railroad tracks north and west of the Draper Poultry plant in 1933.5 They
were in fierce competition with the Draper Egg Producers for many years. A third and somewhat smaller
facility was Ballard Feed and Egg run by Ross D. Ballard. It was located on 700 East south of the railroad
tracks. Ross Ballard also served as the assistant manager of the Draper Poultrymen plant in the 1930s.
With the establishment of the Draper Egg Producers Association, Draper eggs became known prominently from
Los Angeles to New York. Woodrow Mickelsen recalls one of the organization's successful marketing
campaigns: "Some here may remember the slogan Day Old Eggs from here to New York, which really meant
the egg that was laid this morning would be brought to the plant, graded, cased, and placed in a refrigerated
railroad car and would start rolling towards New York all within 24 hours."6
The combined facility of the Draper Poultrymen Inc. and the Draper Egg Producers Association Inc. was a
major enterprise. In a newspaper article detailing construction work on a new $30,000 feed mill and $20,000
egg-candling and storage plant, the reporter describes the company: "Begun in 1926 by a small group of Draper
men, the Draper Poultrymen has grown to one which services more than 3,000 farmers and feed men in all parts
of the state and does an annual volume of business estimated at almost $2,000,000. More than 60 men are in its
employ."7 If the demand for feed dropped off, the company would not lay off workers, but put them on rotating
shifts until demand rose. The workers organized a local labor union in the 1930s.8 During the first half of the
twentieth century, Draper was known as the "Egg Basket of Utah" mostly due to marketing copy such as "Egg
Basket Quality Snow White Eggs" produced and packed by the Draper Egg Producers Association. Evidence
of the poultry industry showed up in other areas of community life. In the 1930s, Henry S. Day started an
automobile dealership in a facility known as the "Poultry City Service Studebaker."9

Gail Mickelsen Brown, History of the S. J. Mickelsen Co., 1912-1984,. (Unpublished TMs, 1984), 5. Available at the Draper History
Museum.
4 Ibid, 310.
5 This brick building still stands at 12215 S. 900 East, but has not been associated with the poultry industry since the 1950s. It is
currently a craft store.
6 Woodrow Mickelsen, Contributions of the Mickelsen Family to the Economy of the Community of Draper, (Unpublished TMs, 1982).

[3]. Available at the Draper History Museum.
* Newspaper article from the files of the Draper History Museum.
Draper History, Volume Two, 311.
9 Ibid, 314.
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According to one Draper historian, at one point, "almost everyone had chickens." Draper's co-operative egg
economy was so successful that community leaders from throughout Utah visited Draper and used it for a
model for co-operatives in their communities. The city gained national prominence when eggs from Draper
were shipped to servicemen overseas during World War II. The company continued to prosper during the postwar economic boom. The company built a new mill and several large grain silos between 1945 and 1950. The
Draper plant stored grain from several surrounding communities. A 1954 employee photograph shows a
workforce of eighty-five, forty-five of them women. By the late 1950s, the poultry industry in Draper was on
the decline, mostly due to competition from egg producers in California. The largest farms were able to stay in
business, but the smaller ones folded. The Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' plant was sold to the
Intermountain Farmers Association (IFA) in October 1963. The IFA immediately began to diversify into
various types of feed and farm equipment. In 1964, IFA leased a building on the west end of the property to a
cookie factory.
On the night of March 19, 1967, the center section of the complex (mill and storage plant) burned to the ground.
The flames were over 150 feet high and could be seen throughout the Salt Lake Valley. The plant was partially
rebuilt in 1967 by the Schocker Construction Company. Two larges warehouses were added in 1969 and 1974.
The IFA continues to operate the Draper plant as a mill and store, but may sell the property when the
anticipated light rail line (TRAX) reaches Draper. The Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant is a
multiple-resource property with a long historic association with the development of Draper. The property is
most significant for its association with the rise and fall of the poultry industry in the mid-twentieth century.
The complex of buildings and structures is in good condition and contributes to the historic resources of Draper.

10

Ruth Day McGuire Miller, My Roots Run Deep: Looking Back at Draper, Utah, ([n.p.] 1977), 101.
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Common Label Information:
1.
Draper Poultrymen and Egg Producers' Plant, Draper, Salt Lake County, UT
2.
Draper, Salt Lake County, Utah
3.
Photographer: Korral Broschinsky
4.
Date: Summer and Fall 2003
5.
Negatives on file at Utah SHPO.

Archival
Photo No. 1:
6.
South elevations of 1967 warehouse and mills. Camera facing northeast.
Photo No. 2:
6.
North elevations of bins and 1945 mill. Camera facing southeast.
Photo No. 3:
6.
East end of complex and view of Pioneer Road. Camera facing northwest.

Supplemental
Photo No. 4:
6.

North elevations of warehouses and store. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 5:
6.
North and west elevations of non-contributing warehouses. Camera facing east.
Photo No. 6:
6.
West elevation of truck shop and office annex. Camera facing east.

Photo No. 7:
6.
South elevations of mills and bins. Camera facing northeast.
Photo No. 8:

6.

East elevation of complex with view of rail corridor. Camera facing west.
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