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Architectural Description

The Smith-Ballou House at 641 Harris Avenue in northwestern Woonsocket stands in a block
bounded by Harris Avenue on the west, Gaskill Street on the north, Woodland Road on the
east, and Winter Street on the south, just outside the North End Historic District (NR, listed
1982). Constructed in 1906 for two elderly sisters, Mary F. Smith and Sarah J. Ballou, this 5,000
square foot, 2-1/2-story, stone and wood single-family house combines Queen Anne and Arts &
Crafts style influences and retains a high degree of integrity of both design and materials
despite several alterations and the construction of a freestanding two-car garage ca. 1920 by
the house’s second owners, Alonzo and Lena Farnell. Originally the house stood on about five
acres of land, which the Farnells subdivided in 1938; what remains of the original land area are
three abutting lots containing a total of about two acres, all included in this nomination.’

The Smith-Ballou House was built at a time when this northwestern corner of Woonsocket had
not yet seen much residential development. Only two houses are known to predate the Smith-
Ballou House in this block: one of them, coincidentally built in 1903 by Mary F. Smith’s son (and
Sarah J. Ballou’s nephew) Stanley G. Smith, stands next door at 603 Harris Avenue.? The
remainder of the block, largely built out between the late 1930s and the late 1950s, has a
predominantly suburban appearance, characterized by large lots, deep front yards, and homes
of 1-1/2 to 2-1/2 stories.

Set back several hundred feet from both Harris Avenue and Gaskill Street, the Smith-Ballou
House originally occupied a prominent hilltop location; its siting, orientation and outdoor living
spaces all suggest that the house once commanded extensive views overlooking Harris Avenue
to the west and south. Those views have since been obscured, both by the growth of trees
(especially west of the house) and by the construction of over a dozen adjacent mid-20"-century
single-family homes. The house may once have been visible from both Harris Avenue and
Gaskill Street, but is now completely hidden from view.

Despite its street address the Smith-Ballou House has no direct vehicular access to or from
Harris Avenue. (The house no longer shares a long curved driveway leading from Harris
Avenue to 603 Harris and two adjacent properties in the interior of the block.) Instead, the
Smith-Ballou House may be reached via a narrow paved alley called Gaskill Court, about 10
feet wide by 204 feet long extending south from Gaskill Street. An asphalt driveway
approximately 12 feet wide and 200 feet deep extends west from Gaskill Court along the south
boundary line of the house lot, ending next to the southwest corner of the house. At the

1 Woonsocket Tax Map B-2, Lots 12-254, 12-113, and 12-148 — see NR Part 10, Boundary Justification.

2 Stanley Smith's house first appears in the Woonsocket Tax Book in 1903. The other early house
stands at 43 Winter Street (near the corner of Harris Avenue): the Charles E. Ballou House, ca. 1879.
Charles Ballou evidently was not directly related to the original owners of 641 Harris Avenue.
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southeast corner of the house is a 3-foot wide concrete walkway, extending from the driveway
northward to wrap around a service wing at the east end of the house. The land north and east
of the house itself is mostly lawn, with shrubs and other plantings next to the house and a
scattering of mature trees in the yard. A tall, thick screen of coniferous trees also lines the
south edge of the driveway, and additional trees stand along the west and north property lines.
The land area west of the house is heavily wooded, with both deciduous and coniferous trees as
well as shrubbery.

The unknown architect/builder of the Smith-Ballou House used a mix of Queen Anne and Arts &
Crafts elements in its design.” The Queen Anne influence (popular for domestic buildings from
about 1880 to 1910) can be detected in the irregular floor plan, asymmetrical massing, and
varied exterior wall surfaces created by changes in vertical plane, bay windows, porches, and a
diversity of materials and textures. The Arts & Crafts aesthetic (prevalent from about 1900-
1930), with its emphasis on high standards of design, honest craftsmanship, and natural
materials, can be found in the interior wood trim, stained and leaded glass windows, massive
mantelpieces, cabinetry, and light fixtures. Architectural features such as porches, terrace,
sizeable windows, and sunroom are not only found in the Arts & Crafts style particularly, but
also typify the early 20™ century suburban ideal of enhanced connections to nature.

Exterior Architectural Features

The Smith Ballou House, 2-1/2 stories tall, has an irregular massing and footprint, with a terrace
on the west and south sides, projecting bay windows on the north, and a 2-story service wing on
the east. Both massing and footprint were modified ca. 1920 (between 1919-1922) at the
southwest corner of the house, when a screened porch was added at the first floor level and a
sunroom was enclosed on the second floor.* The entire house stands on a raised stone
foundation. Both the main block and the service wing have hipped roofs clad in gray slate, with
deep wood-bracketed eaves and wood-shingled dormers. The exterior walls are stone on the
first floor and wood shingles (painted dark red) on the second floor; the shingled walls project
slightly over the stone walls, with wood brackets marking the division between first and second
floors. Most wood trim elements on the house are painted a cream color. The house also has
three interior brick chimneys, each with a corbelled brick cap.

* No record of the architect's name has been found.

* Woonsocket tax books 1918-1922 indicate an total increase of $7,400 in assessed value of buildings
and improvements at 641 Harris Avenue: from $13,500 in 1918 to $16,100 in 1920 to $20,900 in 1922.
(Tax books for 1919 and 1921 were not available at either Woonsocket City Hall or the Woonsocket Free
Library.) This increase is almost certainly explained by the construction of the screened porch, sunroom,
‘and garage.
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Of the four elevations of the main house, the two most formal architectural compositions are
found on the west, facing Harris Avenue, and the north, facing Gaskill Street (although, as noted
above, neither of these elevations is currently visible from the street). While an entrance in the
south elevation currently functions as the “front door,” it appears that in fact the west elevation
was originally designed to be the primary fagade.

The west fagade facing Harris Avenue is divided into three bays, with the right-hand bay set
back the full depth of the middle and left-hand bays. Across the entire base of the west fagade is
an elevated stone terrace approximately 12 feet wide, with a flight of stone steps at its northern
end leading down to the lawn. A stone retaining wall, with a metal sundial in its cap near the
steps, supports the terrace; the grade rises uphill from north to south, so the wall height varies
from about 6 to about 3 feet. Overlooking the terrace, in the left-hand and middle bays of the
first floor, are two large, elaborate, wood-framed windows: at left are three 1/1 double hung
sash windows surmounted by squares of leaded and stained glass (living room), while in the
middle is one 1/1 window with leaded and stained glass above it (reception room). The terrace
wraps around the southwest corner of the middle bay and leads to an elaborate doorway in the
right-hand bay, with a paneled wood and glass door surrounded by leaded glass sidelights and
transom, all framed by thick wood mullions. (This would originally have been one of the
principal entrances into the house: it opens into the main stair hall.) A one-story screened
porch added ca. 1920 now encloses this right-hand bay, including the original west entrance,
and the entire south side of the L-shaped terrace. The porch is framed with pairs of simple
wood columns capped by egg-and-dart moldings; its hipped roof is clad in asphalt shingles.
Double screen doors in its north side open onto the terrace (another pair of screen doors opens
on the south side of the porch). At the second floor level in both the left and middle bays are 3-
sided, wood-framed bay windows with wood brackets underneath, featuring two diamond-paned
casements in the center and single-light vertical windows in the sides, all surmounted by leaded
glass. In the right-hand bay on the second floor, perched on top of the screened porch but about
one third of its size, is an elaborately decorative wood and glass sunroom with wood shingles on
its base. This sunroom was also constructed ca. 1920 and may have enclosed an earlier
'sleeping porch. At the attic level, centered above the left-hand and middle bays, is a double
dormer with 1/1 metal replacement windows.

The north elevation of the house faces Gaskill Street, and like the west fagade is also divided
into three bays. At the basement level, recessed into the stone foundation, are three wood-
frame 3-light horizontal windows. At the first floor level, an ornate 4-sided wood and stone bay
window projects from the fagade in both the left-hand and right-hand bays; each of these bay
windows features leaded and stained glass, wood brackets, and heavy framing at the sides
capped by ball finials. (These bay windows are in the dining room and living room,
respectively). At the second floor level, centered over the each of bay windows below, is a pair
of 8/1 wood double hung (bedroom) windows; in the middle bay is a 6/1 wood double hung
(bathroom) window with an elaborate wooden surround. At the attic level, slightly off-center
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from the bay windows below, are two paired dormers with 1/1 metal replacement windows in
them.

The east elevation of the main house faces Gaskill Court, and is largely covered by the 2-story
service wing. At the first floor level, to the right of the service wing, is a triplet of wood-framed,
leaded and stained glass casement windows (dining room). Above that are one 8/1 wood
double-hung window at the second floor level (bedroom), and a dormer in the attic with a metal
1/1 replacement window, butting up against a neighboring dormer in the service wing.

The service wing projects about 12 feet from the east elevation of the main block. At its
northeast corner is a flight of five steps (the bottom step is granite, the rest wood), perpendicular
to the north elevation and leading up to the back porch; the stair railing is wood, with wood
lattice underneath the stringer. Immediately to the right of the stairs (also perpendicular to the
north elevation) is a roughly 6-foot tall wood-shingled bulkhead giving access to the basement.
The bulkhead has a flat rubber membrane roof and two sets of wood and glass doors (one a
pair of double doors, the other a single-leaf door) with screen doors in front of them. The back
door at the top of the steps has a 4-light transom over a replacement wood and glass unit
fronted by an aluminum-frame storm door. The wood-framed porch extends the full depth of the
service wing and shelters two 8/1 wood double hung windows, one in the north elevation
(kitchen) and one in the east elevation above the bulkhead (butler's pantry). At the second floor
level of the service wing's north elevation is one 8/1 wood double-hung window (bathroom), set
very close to the inverted corner formed by the service wing and the main block; above that is a
small dormer containing a 1/1 metal replacement window.

The east elevation of the service wing faces Gaskill Court. A concrete-lined areaway roughly
two feet deep is cut into the ground in front of two 6/6 wood double hung basement windows,
which are recessed into the stone foundation wall. To the right of the basement windows, two
projecting stone blocks form steps up to a large stone platform, which sits over the right-hand
basement window perpendicular to the exterior wall. This platform was used for the delivery of
ice: several feet above the platform is a recessed wooden panel marking the location of the
original ice box in the kitchen. That wooden panel is surmounted by a heavy stone lintel, above
which is recessed a narrow horizontal wood single-light window. To the left of the ice delivery
area is another 8/1 wood double hung window (kitchen), also recessed into the stone wall and
aligned with the basement window below. To the right of the ice delivery area is the back porch,
with stone corner post and wooden railings; under the wooden porch deck is another wood-
frame basement window, this one narrow and horizontal with three glass lights. On the second
floor are two wood-frame 8/1 double hung windows (bedroom); in the attic level is a single
dormer centered in the slope of the roof.

‘The south elevation of the service wing, east of the main block, is set back several feet behind
the south fagade. Recessed into the stone wall of its first floor are two 8/1 wood frame double
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hung windows (kitchen). At the second floor level, a leaded-glass bay window with wood
shingles at its base is centered in the wall (bedroom); another smaller, very narrow rectangular
single-light window is tucked into the wood wall where it meets the main block (back stairs). In
the attic level is a paired dormer with 1/1 metal replacement windows.

.The south elevation of the main house faces the driveway. What is now the front door (and may
always have been the preferred entrance for visitors arriving by car) is left of center, recessed
under a deep, cantilevered, bracketed hood with an asphalt roof. Leaded glass sidelights and
transom lights, framed by thick wood mullions, surround the heavy paneled wood and glass
door. A flight of four stone steps leads to the front door; the stairway is approximately 10-12
feet wide and also provides access to the adjacent screened porch to the left. Simple wrought
iron railings stand on the either side of the front steps. To the right of the front door, a pair of
diamond-paned wood frame casement windows is recessed into the stone wall. On the second
floor, centered above the front door is a wood-frame double-hung window with decorative upper
sash and decorative wooden surround. To its right, centered above the casement windows
below, is an elaborate window framed by thick wooden mullions, featuring four leaded glass
casements below eight square-shaped fixed stained glass lights. (This large window illuminates
the main stairway.) In the attic level, centered on the fagade below, is a single dormer with a
replacement metal 1/1 double-hung sash.

Of the exterior features described above, all appear to be original with the exception of the
screened porch and sunroom, added ca. 1920 by Alonzo and Lena Farnell (who owned the
house from 1913-1953). A subsequent owner replaced roofing materials on the porches,
bulkhead, and south door hood, replaced the back door, and replaced all the dormer windows
(dates unknown).

The property contains one outbuilding, a two-car garage also constructed by the Farnells ca.
1920, standing some 60 feet east of the house. Its off-center metal and glass overhead garage
door (not original) faces east, and a concrete apron about 18 feet square gives access from
Gaskill Court. The garage is one story tall, with a hipped roof and stuccoed concrete block walls
painted dark red to match the house; at the peak of the roof is a curved metal finial. The north
and south elevations each contains two 6-light wood casement windows. The west elevation,
facing the house, contains a single-leaf wood and glass door, and a blind window.

Interior Architectural Features

The Smith-Ballou House has eight rooms on the first floor. Four of these rooms are “public”
(that is, readily visible to guests): the entrance hall, reception room, living room, and dining
room, four are “private” or service-oriented, including the power room, anteroom, kitchen, and
butler’s pantry. All of the public rooms are elaborately decorated with various Arts & Crafts
elements, and each has faux ceiling beams of dark varnished wood, a hallmark of the style.
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(Other interior trim elements - wainscotting, window and door surrounds, mantelpieces, built-in
shelves, and window seats - typically have the same dark finish.) Unless otherwise noted, the
hardwood floors in all public rooms are white oak parquet outlined with a perimeter of Brazilian
cherry, with Celtic knots at the corners. Throughout the house, all walls and ceilings are of
plaster unless otherwise noted.

Just inside the south doorway is a large entrance hall with wood wainscotting on its walls. On
the right (east) side of the hall is a wide, triple-run stairway with three landings, rising to the
second floor; heavy posts mark the bottom of the stairway, and its railings have turned
balusters. A small powder room is tucked under the stairway’s uppermost landing, behind a
solid wood paneled door; its porcelain toilet and marble corner sink may be original. On the left
side of the hall is the original west entrance to the house (now opening onto the screened
porch), with a heavy wood frame, paneled wood and glass door, and leaded glass sidelights
and transoms. An Arts & Crafts-style light fixture is suspended from one of the faux ceiling
beams. Three “public” rooms open off the entrance hall.

On the west side of the entrance hall, just beyond the porch door, is a small, square reception
room with an open entryway, flanked by paired wood columns above built-in shelves with
leaded glass doors. Each of its three walls has wood-framed windows in it, all of them featuring
leaded glass with diamond-shaped panes. In the south wall, a triplet of windows looks out onto
the screened porch; over each window is a square transom containing a circle of stained glass
featuring images of sailboats. (Reading from left to right: a small sailboat against a dark night
sky and red landscape; a larger sailboat against a background of shrubs and a tower; and a
small sailboat on purple water against a background of red trees.) In the west wall, a double
hung 1/1 window with leaded-glass, diamond-paned transom looks out onto the terrace; in the
center of the transom is a circle of stained glass featuring an image of a tower on a river bank,
purple water, and a light green sky. In the north wall, a horizontal window with four panels of
leaded glass looks into the adjacent living room; each of these panels features diamond-shaped
panes surrounding a circle of clear glass. Arts & Crafts-style wall sconces flank the west
window, and a chandelier of similar vintage is suspended from one of the faux ceiling beams.

The living room, at the northwest corner of the house, has an open entryway directly opposite
the front (south) door. On the south wall of the living room is a fireplace surrounded with
ceramic tile, and surmounted by a massive decorative wood mantelpiece rising to the ceiling. To
the right of the fireplace are several built-in shelves, as tall as the mantel, with leaded glass
doors; above these is the horizontal window looking into the reception room described above.
In the west wall is a three-part window, with 1/1 sash underneath leaded and stained glass
transoms. In each of the three transoms are diamond-shaped clear glass panes surrounding a
circle of stained glass, all showing landscape scenes. (Reading from left to right: green hills
and trees against a blue sky; a brown lane leading to a red house, green trees, and blue sky;
and a lane passing by a house, with green trees and blue sky.) In the living room’s north wall is



NPS Form 10-900-a
OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 7 SMITH-BALLOU HOUSE, 641 HARRIS AVENUE
WOONSOCKET, PROVIDENCE CO., R.Il.

a bay window framed in dark wood, with wood panels under four 1/1 windows, each with leaded
and stained glass transoms above, each configured with diamond panes surrounding a circle of
stained glass depicting landscape scenes. (Reading from left to right: a red bridge over green
-water, and a small house; a tower set against green trees and blue sky; a tower, a house in a
valley by a yellow pathway, and trees; and a purple bridge over water, with trees, hills and sky.)
Arts & Crafts-style sconces project from the mantelpiece and flank the north window, and a
chandelier of similar vintage is suspended from one of the faux ceiling beams. In the east wall
of this room, pocket doors open to the dining room.

The dining room, in the northeast corner of the house, also has an open entryway from the main
entrance hall. This room features a white oak parquet floor trimmed in American (instead of
Brazilian) cherry, with Celtic knots in the corners, and matching cherry wood paneling rising
about three-quarters up the height of each wall. In the north wall, a bay window with window
seat is framed in carved wood,; its four 1/1 windows have leaded and stained glass transoms in
the same configuration as found in the living room’s bay window. The circles of stained glass in
the north windows depict landscapes and sailing scenes similar to those found elsewhere in the
house. (Reading from left to right: a large purple sailboat on water; a windmill and a tower on a
riverbank; a yellow bridge over water, a windmill, and trees; and a sailboat, a red bridge, and
hills.) In the dining room'’s east wall is a triplet of leaded glass diamond-pane casement
windows, each with a circle of stained glass showing familiar themes. (Reading from left to
right. a tower, orange hills, and a pathway; a castle on rocks; and a sailboat on red water with a
pink sky). On the south wall of the room is a fireplace surrounded with rose quartz tiles and
surmounted by a massive decorative wood mantelpiece rising to the ceiling. (The carving on this
mantelpiece is different from that in the living room.) To the left of the fireplace is a wood door
-leading to the butler’s pantry and kitchen. Pairs of Arts & Crafts-style sconces project from the
mantelpiece and flank both the north and east windows; a chandelier (not of the Arts & Crafts
period) is suspended from one of the faux ceiling beams.

Access to the service wing may be obtained not just from the dining room but also from the
northeast corner of the entrance hall, by passing through a wooden door into a small anteroom.
The anteroom has a small closet at its north end and the entrance to the basement stairs at its
south end. East of the anteroom is the kitchen, with two windows in its south wall, one in its
east wall and one in its north wall (all 8/1 wood windows). North of the kitchen, between it and
the dining room, is the butler’s pantry, with all of its original cabinetry and plumbing; a 6/1
window in the east wall of the butler's pantry looks out onto the back porch. The current owners
have remodeled the kitchen: it has new sheetrock on all the walls, new cabinetry and
appliances, and a new partition wall on the kitchen'’s north side to create a mudroom adjacent to
the back door. The back door, in the north wall of the mudroom, leads to the back porch. In the
west wall of the kitchen is a doorway to the back stairs rising up to the second floor and attic.
The west wall also exhibits evidence of a stovepipe connection to a chimney flue. The kitchen
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also contains an original annunciator panel, which would have allowed residents and guests to
signal servants from elsewhere in the house.

The second floor of the house has nine rooms (and several closets): in the main house, three
bedrooms, a bathroom, a sunroom, and what may have been a sitting room or study all open
onto a large square hall at the top of the main stairway; while in the service wing are another
bedroom, dressing room and bath. For such a large house, the second floor rooms are fairly
small, especially relative to the size of the hallway; this may be explained by the fact that the
house was built for two elderly sisters, and not a large family. Throughout the second floor, all
walls are plaster, all floors are hardwood (white oak with Brazilian cherry perimeter and Celtic
knots in the corners — different knots than found on the first floor), and all ceilings are plaster
except in the main hall, where the ceiling is now sheetrock.

'In the south wall overlooking the stairway is a large, elaborate four-part window: four fixed lights
of diamond-paned leaded glass, each with two square transoms of leaded and stained glass
above it. As elsewhere in the house, the transoms feature diamond panes of clear glass
surrounding circles of stained glass depicting landscape scenes. (Top row, reading left to right:
a yellow bridge and a tower; a large tree and hills; a large house and hills; and three trees on
rolling hills. Bottom row: pink tree and hills; large tree and river; house, tower, and hills; and
house, yellow path, and hills. In all the top row images, the sky is green; in all the bottom row
images, it is dark blue.)

On the south side of the hallway, west of the stairs, is a small room with a single 1/1 window in
its south elevation, and another 8/1 window in the west elevation (originally an exterior wall)
looking out onto the adjacent sunroom. This may originally have been a guest bedroom,
although it is quite little and lacks a private bath; or, it may have had some other auxiliary
function. (In what is now a small closet northeast of the stairs is some tile flooring, which may
indicate that this closet was partitioned off from an adjacent bathroom to the east. If that is the
case, the original doorway to the bathroom would probably have been in the west wall of the
closet, opening directly into the stair hall, and therefore accessible to an occupant of the south
bedroom.)

In the southwest corner, elevated one step above the second floor level, is the sunroom, with
French doors opening into the hall. The interior walls of the sunroom are wood shingle, covered
-with a white lattice, clearly indicating that the sunroom was added after the original house was
constructed. (This may have been a sleeping porch at first, enclosed when a number of other
improvements were made to the house by the Farnells ca. 1920). A 1920s-era light fixture is
suspended from the ceiling. An opening in the north wall looks into the adjacent room. The
floor is covered with indoor/outdoor carpet.
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North of the sunroom is a small room facing west, with wood paneling on the walls, built-in
.shelves with glass doors flanking the open entryway, and a bay window with leaded glass
diamond pane casements in the west elevation. In the south wall is a large opening, topped
with latticework, which looks into the sunroom. This room’s original purpose is unknown
(lacking a door, it clearly cannot function as a bedroom); it was probably refinished around the
time the sunroom was added, and may have been used as a sitting room or study by the
Farnells or later occupants of the house.

As befits a house built for two sisters, on the north side are two large bedrooms that are virtual
mirror images of each other, flanking a shared bathroom and a group of three closets. (One of
the closets, its walls lined with cedar, opens onto the main hall.) The northwest corner bedroom
(over the living room) has a fireplace with a simple painted wood mantelpiece projecting from its
south wall, a bay window with leaded glass casements in its west wall, a pair of 8/1 windows in
its north wall, and bathroom and closet doors in its east wall. The connecting bathroom is sited
against the north wall of the house; its walls are plaster and white tile, and the floor is also tiled;
the porcelain tub and sink appear to be original, while the toilet is a modern fixture. This
bathroom has a 6/1 window in the north wall. The northeast corner bedroom (over the dining
room) has a fireplace with a simple painted wood mantelpiece projecting from its south wall, a
pair of 8/1 windows in its north wall, a single 8/1 window in its east wall, and bathroom and
closet doors in its west wall.

East of the second floor main hall is a short, narrow passageway, with a small closet on its north
side, the back stairs on its south side, and a doorway to what is now a bedroom over the kitchen
on its east side. Architectural evidence indicates that this passageway was a later alteration:
formerly, a doorway in the west wall of the east bedroom opened directly onto the back stairs,
and as noted above, the closet seems to have been partitioned off from an adjoining bathroom.
These alterations argue that originally, there was no direct access at the second floor level
between the main house and the service wing. The back stairs, which currently provide the only
vertical access to all levels of the house between the basement and the attic, would have been
the only means of reaching the room over the kitchen, which may originally have been a
servants’ bedroom or work space. (A laundry chute door is located within the back stairs
between the first and second floors). Presently this room functions as a bedroom, with its own
dressing room and bathroom. The bedroom features a bay window with leaded glass
casements in its south wall and an 8/1 window in its east wall. The dressing room (over the
back porch) opens from the northeast corner of the bedroom and features floor-to-ceiling closets
with mirrored doors and an 8/1 window in its east elevation. At the west end of the dressing
room is a bathroom (over the butler’'s pantry), with tile walls and floor, original porcelain tub and
modern sink and toilet; the bathroom has an 8/1 window is in its north wall.

At the top of the back stairs, the attic level contains seven rooms of varying sizes, as well as
several closets. These may have originally been servants’ rooms (although there is no
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evidence of bathrooms in the attic) or storage rooms. The ceilings slope sharply and have
complex angles resulting from the hipped roofs and multiple dormers. All of the dormer
windows are metal replacement 1/1 sash.

A full basement runs beneath both the main house and the service wing. All walls are
unfinished granite. Room partitions of brick follow a layout similar to the first floor level. The
room underneath the kitchen may have been the original laundry room: a laundry chute in the
back stairs ends in a small closet there. Other basement rooms were used for storage, heating
plant, and similar functions.

The alterations that the Farnells made to the house during their forty-year residency (1913-
1953) are consistent in character with the original 1906 Smith-Ballou House and have gained
significance in their own right. The few later alterations do not detract from the house's historic
or architectural significance. The Smith-Ballou House clearly still possesses enough integrity to
merit listing on the National Register.
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