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city or town Norman vicinity N/A
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3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this X _nomination request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the

property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I
recommend that this property be considered significant nationally
statewide locally. ( N/A See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

S¥gn e of certifying official Date B

Qklahoma Historical Society, SHPO

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
4. Nay{;nal Park Service Certification

I, reby certify that this property isjy

entered in the National Register /Z éyg’Cfb

____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

_____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Sigmature of Keeper Date
of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
____ private
X public-local
____ public-State
— public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
building(s)

district

site

structure

object

[ R

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 0 buildings
0 0 sites

0 0 structures
0 0 objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register 0

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part
of a multiple property listing.) N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _GOVERNMENT Sub: post office

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _EDUCATION Sub: __education-related ==

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Classical Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: Limestone
roof ASPHALT
walls BRICK
STONE:Limestone
TERRA COTTA

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicab
criteria

XX A

XX C

Criteria

le National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
qualifying the property for National Register listing)

Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,
or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important
in prehistory or history.

Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B

Areas of

Period o

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

s}

cemetery.
a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past
50 years.

Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

Politics/Government

Architecture

f Significance 1933-1950
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8. Statement of Significance (Continued)

Significant Dates 1933

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Wetmore, James, Supervising Architect, Treasury Department |
Christy-Dolph Construction Company, builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository: N/A
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _Less than one acre
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 14 641790 3898660 3
2 4

N/A See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _Cynthia Savage, Architectural Historian, for City of Norman
organization Savage Consulting date 31 March 2000
street & number _Rt, 1, Box 116 telephone _405/459-6200
city or town Pocasset state _OK _zip code _73079

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
Or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name _Norman Public Schools: Ms, Nancy Q'Brian Ed.D,, Superintendent

street & number 131 South Flood telephone

city or town Norman state _QOK zip code 13069-5499




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8~-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page _9 United States Post Office

name of property

Cleveland County, Oklahoma

county and State

SUMMARY

The United States Post Office in Norman, Oklahoma, is an excellent example of a
federally-designed Classical Revival style building. Constructed with a
limestone foundation, the building has blond brick walls with limestone
ornamentation and a highly decorated terra cotta cornice. The building is one-
story, although it includes a mezzanine level and a nearly full basement. The
building has a combination hipped and flat roof. The front section of the roof
is hipped, while the narrower rear section has a flat roof. The hipped roof is
currently asphalt shingled; historically, it had a tile covering. Providing a
decorative and functional detail to the roof are three green vents and one
blond, brick chimney. The exterior of the building is symmetrical in both
ornamental detail and fenestration. In addition to the ornamented, limestone
cornice enveloping the building, other ornamental details on the building
include arched windows with limestone keystones, limestone medallions and
limestone antics. The Palladian-influenced front windows are wood framed,
sixteen~over-twelve, double hung with three-over-three sidelights and six light
fanlights. The majority of the remaining windows are wood, twelve-over-twelve,
double hung. The primary entry consists of a striking, double bronze door set
off by green marble columns with Composite order capitals and a black marble
entablature. Matching the two windows on either side, the entry is capped with
a double brick arch filled with ornamented wood and a six light fanlight.
Further highlighting the facade is a terra cotta eagle, centrally located above
the entry. :

The building is located on the north side of downtown Norman. It is set in a
commercial area which, although having undergone some modernization, retains
its general feeling. The Norman central business district extends to the east,
west and south of the building for several blocks. The majority of buildings
are one- and two-story, Commercial style, brick buildings. A couple of blocks
to the north of the building is a residential area which was developed probably
during the 1910s, 1920s and 1930s. The United States Post Office stands out in
the downtown area as the only historic federally-designed federal building and
as an excellent example of a Classical Revival style public building.

The building retains a remarkable degree of integrity on both the exterior and
interior. On the exterior, the only notable modifications are the addition of
a handicap ramp to the loading dock on the east side, removal of the original
"United States Post Office" from the front of the building and the placement of
a new wood sign off the southwest corner of the building. The freestanding
sign proclaims the building's new use as the Norman Public School's
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Professional Development Center. These alterations do not significantly impact
the integrity of the building.

The interior of the building has undergone slightly more modification with the
general workroom being filled with office furniture which is used to visually
divide the room into smaller units. The original post office windows remain in
place, as does the historic Postmaster's office. The public lobby is now
filled with desks and bookshelves but much of the original character of the
area and the historic vestibule are still present. The mezzanine level still
retains it historic integrity with the one office retaining its historic door
and the restrooms retaining many of their historic features. Additionally, the
catwalk around the general workroom with slots to secretly supervise the
workers remains intact. Currently, the catwalk area is used as additional
storage space. The basement has undergone the most alteration. 1In addition to
housing the mechanical equipment, the basement contains a large conference room
which has been modernized with fluorescent lighting and dropped acoustical tile
ceiling. Historically, the conference room was used as the civil service
examination room. In addition to changes to the ceiling, new doors have been
put in for the conference room and new vestibule to the back door of the
building. Because much of the original configuration and historic finishes of
the interior remains intact, as well as many historic features, the alterations
made to the interior do not destroy the historic integrity of the interior.
Overall, the building maintains a high degree of integrity of location,
setting, design, workmanship, materials, feeling and association.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The one-story United States Post Office in Norman, Oklahoma, has a limestone
foundation, blond brick walls, a terra cotta cornice and asphalt shingled,
hipped and flat roof. The brick walls are laid in an array of bonds, creating
a complex pattern throughout the building. On the southwest corner of the
foundation is the building's cornerstone. The cornerstone reads "A.W.
MELLON/SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY/James A. Wetmore/Acting Supervising
Architect/1932." The terra cotta cornice is highly ornamented on all sides of
the building. The cornice is split into two unequal sections. The smaller
lower section protrudes slightly farther out than the wide upper section. The
lower section is ornamented with an alternating pattern of shields, rosettes
and a third, larger ornament created in a combination of scrolls and foliated
designs. The larger, upper section is much simpler with only two ornamental
designs interspersed among the terra cotta blocks. The larger ornamentation
consists of an abstract scrolled and foliated design in a larger, overall
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rectangular, design. The smaller ornamentation is a star shape. The front of
the building has a hipped roof, while the narrower rear section has a flat
roof. Historically, the building was topped with a tile roof in the front
hipped roof section. At an unknown time, the tile roof covering was replaced
with an asphalt shingle roof. The material of the rear flat roof is unknown.
The roof is functionally ornamented with four vents with green, wood covers and
one chimney. The two, larger, centrally located, rectangular vents are the
most visible from the front of the building but there is a shorter, rectangular
one right above the entry and an intake vent to the east of the larger
rectangular ones. The blond brick chimney with a limestone cap is located on
the northeast side of the hipped roof.

The south elevation of the United States Post Office, fronting onto Gray
Street, is the facade of the building. This elevation is the most highly
ornamented. The symmetrical facade is broken into three sections. The
westernmost and easternmost portions are identical while the larger central
portion is unmatched on the building. The two flanking sections of the facade
include one centrally located, twelve-over-twelve, wood frame, double hung
window. Each window has an ornamented, flat, limestone lintel. On either end
of the lintel are small, limestone rosettes. Marking the center of the lintel
is a limestone, oval-shaped, keystone. BAbove the window is a three-part stone
ornamentation. The rectangular flanking ornamentations are a combination of
scrolls and foliated designs. The center decorative detail is oval shaped and
contains a fleur-de-1lis design with round dots around the inside edge of the
oval.

The highly decorative center portion of the facade juts out slightly from the
sides. All of the fenestration in the central portion is within arched
openings, in contrast to the remaining windows and doors on the building which
all have flat lintels. The double brick arches are marked by limestone
springer stones with rosettes and limestone keystones. The keystones, in the
traditional wedge-shape, are detailed with a double vertical design. The
central entry is flanked by two Palladian-influenced windows. The windows are
wood framed, sixteen-over-twelve, double hung with three-over-three, wood
framed, double hung, sidelights. The dividing members between the window and
sidelights are shaped like columns with short Doric capitals and a entablature
which extends to the bottom of the brick arch. The windows have a large, wood
sill which is separated into three panels matching the sections of the window.
Set into the sill panels is green marble matching the marble of the columns on
the entry. Topping the windows within the brick arch is a six-light fanlight.
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The remainder of the arched area is filled in with wood. The larger, outer
edge of the wood is in a waved pattern while the inner edge is an alternating
pattern of a round dot with three bars. Flanking the windows on both sides at
about mid-window height are rectangular, limestone ornamentations in a chain
diamond pattern. The facade is further ornamented with six limestone cat
antics. Regularly spaced between the arched openings of the central portion of
the south elevation, the antics are a relatively unusual decorative detail for
federal buildings in Oklahoma.

The entry on the United States Post Office in Norman is also a highly
decorative, opulent feature. The above grade entry is accessed by a wide six-
step stair with short, rectangular wing walls. Sitting on the wing walls are
elaborate, brass, freestanding lights. The brass light fixtures accent the
brass, narrow, double doors of the entry. The doors are topped by a two-light
brass transom window. The transom window features etched glass. The doors are
flanked by striking, green marble columns with Composite order capitals.

Behind the columns are green marble pilasters. Topping the columns and
pilasters is a black marble entablature. The frieze of the entablature
features a fret design topped with a dentil band. Matching the other openings
in the central portion of the facade, the entry is topped with a double brick
arch. The arch is filled with a six-light fanlight and decorative wood
identical to that found in the window arches. Centrally located on the facade,
immediately above the entry, is a terra cotta eagle. With wings extended, the
eagle is highlighted by a yellow, half-circle behind it. Below the eagle, in
the limestone cornice, a break is noticeable in the ornamentation of the lower
portion of the cornice. Originally, this area would have contained the words
"United States Post Office." Although it is unknown when the letters were
removed exactly, it was probably about the time that the Norman Public School
system took over the building in the mid-1960s.

The west elevation fronts onto Peters Avenue. The west elevation is divided
into two sections. The north section of the west side is set significantly
back to the east as compared to the south section. The cornice in both the
north and south section is ornamented identical to the cornice on the front of
the building. The south section of the west elevation contains four
symmetrical windows. The windows are wood framed, twelve-over-twelve, double
hung windows. Similar to the outside windows on the facade, the windows have
flat, limestone lintels. The lintels are decorated with rosettes on both ends
and an oval-shaped keystone. The windows have narrow, limestone sills. Above
each of the windows is an oval shaped ornament which contains a fleur-de-lis
design with round dots around the inside edge of the oval. These ornaments
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match the central decorative detail above the outside windows on the facade.
Off of the northwest corner of the south portion of the west elevation is an
ornamental, metal railing, painted white. The railing extends in a straight
line to nearly the north side of the building before turning out to the west.
Another railing extends from the sidewalk east to the northeast corner of the
building. The railing protects a basement entrance to the building. The
basement door on the east elevation is a double, plank door, painted green. A
metal handrail has been added to facilitate access to the basement door. The
north wall created by the setback of the east elevation contains one window,
matching the windows on the south portion of the east wall. Also identical to
the windows on the south portion is the oval shaped ornamentation with a fleur-
de-1lis design above the window. The north portion of the east elevation
contains a pattern for four, symmetrical openings; however, there are only
three actual windows. The fourth window on the south side of the north portion
is merely a brick outline of an opening. The outline matches the dimensions of
the three windows to the north with a limestone piece at sill height. The
three windows in this portion of the building are wood framed, twelve-over-
twelve, double hung with a four-light transom. The windows have narrow,
limestone sills with no discernible lintels.

The rear of the building has an ornamented cornice similar to that of the other
elevations. One difference from the south and east elevations is the lack of
the star ornaments in the upper part of the cornice. The north elevation of
the building has one, centrally located, basement entry. The entry is a
double, wood and glass, panel door. The basement entry is protected by a metal
railing, also painted white. The highlight of the north elevation is the first
floor fenestration pattern. Beginning on the west side of the north elevation,
there are two, single, twelve-over-twelve windows with four light transoms. To
the east of these, are three sets of double, twelve-over-twelve windows. Each
window in the set has a four-light transom. East of the double windows is a
single, twelve-over-twelve window with a four-light transom. All of these
windows have narrow, limestone sills and no lintels. The westernmost opening
on the north elevation consists of two windows. Both windows equal the overall
dimensions of the other windows on the north elevation. The two windows are
six-light casement windows with a wood middle piece.

The east elevation is similar in shape to the west elevation but the
fenestration pattern is slightly different and the north portion of the east
elevation contains the building's loading dock. Similar to the north
elevation, the upper part of the cornice on the east elevation does not have
any star ornaments. The south portion of the east elevation contains three
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windows and one window outline. The windows match the windows in the south
portion on the west elevation. Additionally, the windows' decorative detail,
including the ornamented limestone lintels, narrow limestone sill and the four
oval, limestone, ornamentations above each window, matches that of the south
portion of the west elevation. The decorative detail is also included on the
brick outline, which matches the dimensions of the other windows on the south
portion of the east elevation. The north wall created by the set back of the
north portion of the east wall contains two windows. Both of these windows are
short, eight-over-eight, double hung, wood framed with narrow limestone sills.
The north portion of the east elevation contains the building's loading dock.
The loading dock was an important part of the building's ability to function as
a post office. Currently, the loading dock has minimal use. The loading dock
does not extend the full width of the north portion of the east elevation. On
the first floor, there is one pedestrian door in the southern corner of the
north portion. The door is wood and glass, paneled with nine lights. Above
the door is an eight-over-eight window with narrow limestone sill. The
remaining area of the north portion of the east elevation is nearly equally
divided by a metal awning over the loading dock between the first floor and
mezzanine level. The awning is supported by six metal poles. Below the awning
are three double, wood and glass, swinging doors. Each door has four lights.
Hanging from the awning in about the middle of the dock are three metal light
fixtures. The above grade loading dock has a brick base and a concrete cap.

On the north side of the dock is a short set of concrete stairs. Off the
southeast side of the dock is a handicap ramp with a metal railing. The ramp
is a nonhistoric modification to the building but it was done in such a manner
and location that it does not affect the historic integrity of the building.
Above the awning, are three eight-over-eight windows matching the window to the
south.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

Although no longer functioning in its historic capacity, the United States Post
Office in Norman retains a remarkable degree of integrity. The original design
and many of the historic finishes remain apparent on both the first floor and
mezzanine level. The basement has undergone slightly more modification but the
original configuration remains in place.

Entering through the main entry, one enters a small wood and glass enclosed

vestibule. Eighteen-light doors are located on the east and west sides of the
vestibule which give way to the grand lobby. Although the lobby is now filled
with desks and bookshelves, much of the original finishes and features remain
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intact. The marble floor and counters, high ceiling and wainscotting remains,
as does the actual post office windows and counters. The lock boxes are no
longer in place. Behind the lobby to the north is the general workroom. The
workroom is now carpeted, drop fluorescent lighting has been added and the room
is filled with desks, bookshelves and other office furniture. However, the
openness of the room remains, along with the wainscotting and historic doors.
In the southeast corner of the first floor is the postmaster's and his
assistant's offices. Both of these rooms remain relatively intact,
disregarding modern furniture and equipment.

Centrally located on the east side of the workroom are the stairs to the
mezzanine level. On this level, there is only one office on the northeast
side. The historic door to the office remains intact. South of the office, up
a few more stairs, is the restroom. The majority of features and finishes,
including the tile on the floor and mid-way up the walls and the marble shower
stall, remain intact in the bathroom. West of the hallway between the office
and restroom is the narrow catwalk used to secretly supervise postal workers.
The catwalk remains unaltered, including the slots through which the supervisor
could watch the workers. Currently, the space is being used for storage.

Also centrally located on the east side of the workroom are the stairs to the
building's basement. The configuration for the basement remains essentially
unchanged. However, the civil service examination room has been modernized for
use as a conference room with a drop ceiling, fluorescent lights and carpeting.
Additionally, new doors to the conference room and a new vestibule with double,
modern doors has been added to the basement door just outside of the current
conference room.

ALTERATIONS

The exterior of the United States Post Office remains nearly unchanged. The
only modifications made to the exterior of the building include removal of the
original "United States Post Office" from the facade cornice, the addition of a
handicap ramp to the southeast side of the loading dock and the placement of a
new wood sign off the southwest corner of the building proclaiming the
building's current use. None of these alterations significantly impact the
ability of the building to convey its historic function as a federal building.

The interior of the building has been more modified, in keeping with its new
function as a education-related center. On the first floor, the interior has
been filled with desks and bookshelves, which serves to fill much of the
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historic visually open space. However, the majority of historic finishes and
features, including the original postal counters and windows, have been
maintained. The mezzanine level is basically unchanged. The basement,
specifically the civil service examination room, has been more significantly
altered. However, this space is of secondary importance to the first floor
which was the primary public space of the building.

Overall, the United States Post Office in Norman has retained a remarkable
degree of integrity. This includes the aspects of location, setting, design,
workmanship, materials, feeling and association. The Norman Public School
system has done a commendable job of keeping the building in use, while
maintaining its historic character.
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SUMMARY

The United States Post Office in Norman, Oklahoma, is eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C. The building is eligible
under Criterion A for its association with the federal government at the local
level. The post office provided an impressive federal presence in the town, as
well as federal postal services. Under Criterion C, the building is an
outstanding example of a federally-designed Classical Revival style government
building in Norman.

BACKGROUND

Similar to many towns in central Oklahoma, Norman's origins date back to 1889
and the first Oklahoma Land Run. However, Norman has a brief pre-1889 history
as a stop along the branch line extended through Oklahoma by the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway beginning in 1884. The railway station, and
subsequently the city, was named for a government engineer who had camped in
the vicinity of the present site of the town in 1872.! Although there were
only a few railroad buildings at Norman Station, one of the lasting impacts of
the original railroad occupation of the site was the town’s Original Townsite
plat. Railroad officials took upon themselves the duty of preparing a townsite
plat which reflected their own interests. As such, unlike many Oklahoma towns,
Norman’s townsite does not follow the traditional grid pattern espoused by the
federal goernment. Instead, Norman’s Original Townsite was laid out in
relation to the railroad rather than to the points of the compass. Later
development of the city followed the more traditional grid pattern, creating a
noticible jog between the original town and subsequent additions.

On April 21, 1889, the site that would become the town of Norman was open
prairie, devoid of anything save a railroad track and cluster of railroad
buildings. By nightfall, April 22, Norman had mushroomed to a town of five
hundred and numerous temporary shelters. The Santa Fe Railway turned over its
plat to the first townsite company that arrived. Rather than remarking the
lots of the new town, the townsite company embraced the railroad’s development
plans and construction was quickly underway.

lInstitute of Community Development, University of Oklahoma,
"Norman, the University City: Community Resources," (Norman,
Oklahoma: Community Development Committee of the Norman Chamber of
Commerce, 1949), 5.
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Although Congress provided regulations for the land run, they failed to
authorize a territorial government for the Unassigned Lands. Over a year after
the land run, Congress finally passed the Oklahoma Organic Act on 2 May 1890.
This act organized the government of Oklahoma Territory, in addition to other
important matters. Under the act, the first seven counties of the future state
of Oklahoma were created. Cleveland County was one of these first seven
counties created in Oklahoma Territory.? Norman was designated the county seat
of Cleveland County.

Norman experienced a relatively stable population growth through the first half
of the twentieth century. By the time Oklahoma was officially granted
statehood in 1907, Norman's population stood at 3,040. Three years later, the
population stood at 3,724, a gain of nearly seven hundred residents. 1In 1920,
Norman claimed just over five thousand residents. The 1920s proved be a major
decade of growth for Norman. City population nearly doubled from 5,004 in 1920
to 9,603 in 1930. Gaining slightly less than 2000 residents in the ensuing
decade, by 1940 Norman's population stood at 11,429. The 1940s also bought an
explosion in the number of Norman residents so that by 1949, city population
reached 20,180. It must be remembered, however, that these numbers did not
accurately reflect the number of people actually living within the city due to
the number of college students residing in the town on a temporary basis.?

Two major state institutions greatly influenced the maturation of the city
throughout this time pe<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>