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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally named Bon S&jour, Oak Alley was built in 1837-39 by
George Swainey for Jacques Telesphore Roman. Madame Roman's
father, Joseph Pilié, was an architect and is thought to have
provided the design. Its most distinguishing architectural
feature is a full peripteral colonnade of 28 colossal Doric
columns. The steep hip roof is crowned by a simple platform
and balustrade. On each side are three gabled dormers with
round-headed windows and delicate Federal detail which date
from the 1920s restoration. The gallery railing is a delicate
wheat sheaf design in wood.

Extensive restoration by architect Richard Koch dates from 1925-26
after the property was acquired by Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Stewart.

The pale pink of the plastered columns and walls and the blue green
of the louvered shutters and gallery railing were color choices

of Mrs. Stewart at that time.

Square in plan, the interior has a central hall from front to
Year on both floors. At each end of both halls the doors have
broad fanlights and sidelights framed with slim, fluted colon-
nettes. Square rooms at the first floor rear were partitioned
and adapted to modern uses at the time of restoration. The
long parlor and dining room at the front are minimally altered.
Notable interior ornament is limited .ta the .carved rose in

the corner block trim of door and window openings. Mantels are
simple. Stairs are’ straight open- runs -at-the rear of the
central halls.

The interior is open to the public on payment of a fee but
furnishings and interpretation fail to measure up to the
promise of the exterior or the magnificent setting with its
alley of 28 ancient live oak trees, some 31 feet in girth,
connecting the house to the levee landing. No outbuildings of
importance remain. There is a formal garden to the east of
the house.
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lower Mississippi valley.

the few remaining.
original design.

Full peripteral plantation houses were once scattered along the
- Although some of those destroyed were
larger and more opulent, Oak Alley is probably the finest of

Externally it maintains the integrity of its
The interiors, though less distinguished,
represent a significantly early professional restoration,
predating restoration at Colonial Williamsburg.

Equally significant is the double row of giant live oak trees
which form the oak alley, about 800 feet long, from which the
property derived its present name.
was constructed in 1837, this formal planting is a historic
landscape design long recognized for its -beauty. .

Planted before the house

An important event ‘in’'American horticultural - history' occurred
in the winter of 1846-47 when Antoine, a slave gardeéner 'at
Oak Alley, first successfully grafted pecan trees.
resulted in the first named variety, Centennial, and the first
commercial pecan orchard at nearby Anita plantation.
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