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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main block of the house is a large (6ii» x 8? 1 ) brick structure, 
two and one-half stories high. It is set on a low basement, topped 
by a hip roof, and divided on each elevation Into five bays. A 
tetrastyle, pedimented portico of the plant Tuscan order adorns 
the north facade| a two-story gallery of the same order extends 
across the rear. The cornice, without frieze, is decorated with 
the mutules and guttae of the Doric order. Doorway openings are 
trimmed with radiating brick voussoirs and Jceystones and impost 
blocks of carved marble. Each opening contains a twelve-panel, 
single-leaf door, two sidelights with decorative muntins, and a 
fanlight with radiating, swag and oval muntins. All window 
openings have marble lugsills and carved marble lintels. Two 
dormers in the rear slope of the roof have boxed cornices above 
paired colonnettes.

The central hall on each floor has two rooms to the west and two 
rooms flanking a stair hall on the east. The design of the opening 
between the hall and stairhall is similar to that of the exterior 
doorway openings. The interior woodwork is delicate and refined, 
the most outstanding feature being the carved overdoor panels 
flanked by consoles.

According to a much-quoted tradition, the house was designed by 
John Hampton Unite and constructed for his wife, Jane Surget White 
in the years 1816-20. Deed records indicate that a land speculator, 
Jonathan Thompson, owned the property from l8lU to 1818, when he 
sold it to Firs. White5 the deed mentions "extensive improvements." 
If one accepts Auburn (1812) as the earliest ilatchez house with 
classic portico, 1816 is a reasonable date for Arlington. Rosalie, 
almost a twin of Arlington, is usually dated 1820.

Ante-bellum alterations include the rear gallery with the necessary 
roof extension, several marble mantelpieces of Greek Revival 
character, and a cast iron porch at the east (service) entrance. 
Subsequent changes include an attached kitchen, bathrooms added 
about 1920, and the more recent glazing of two bays at the rear 
gallery to create a conservatory.

In an extensive, parklike setting of live oaks and azaleas, 
Arlington is on a central knoll. A geometric boxwood garden 
lies between the house and two-story brick barn about fifty yards 
to the west. A two-story brick kitchen and servants quarters with 
gallery is near the house at the southeast; attached to it is a 
shed-roofed carriape house or garage.
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A concentration of wealthy planters in the Natchez environs 
early found expression in a form of domestic architecture which 
evolved locally until the Civil War, influencing plantation 
architecture in other areas of the South. Pedimented, two-story 
Dorticoes with giant-order white columns are associated popularly 
and romantically with an ante-bellum life style of legendary 
graciousness. These houses have been often imitated under the 
stylistic misnomer, "southern colonial."

Introduced at Auburn in 1812, the principal elements of the 
style were employed in the designs of at least three other 
Natchez mansions within a decade. Arlington, in integrity of 
building and setting, is probably the finest extant example.
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