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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known.) P-HYSICAL APPEARANCE

"The Owl's Nest" is an estate fronting Dunham Bay, Lake George, in the
area known as Joshua's Rock. The portion of the estate significantly
associated with the career of Edward Eggleston lies between the bay and
Route 9L, and has three principal buildings: "The Homestead," "MeHowstone,
and Eggleston's residence. Northwest of this group of buildings is a small,
single-story wooden library donated by Eggleston to the county government,
which continues to utilize it. Southeast of the main building is a modern
cottage, and situated southwest of this structure is a private cemetery in
which the author is buried.
Although Eggleston summered regularly at Lake George after 1875, where
he stayed in his early years is unknown. His daughter (and sometime literary
collaborator) Elizabeth married Elwin Seelye in November 1877 and two years
later the couple moved to "The Owl's Nest," an estate on land said to have
been acquired by the Seelye family through a royal grant. The house which
the couple built there is now known as "The Homestead." In 1883 Eggleston
built "Mellowstone" as his library. Later, after a trip to Europe, he
built the stone house northeast of this library as a residence for himself
and his wife, Lizzie, who died in 1889. The frame wing of the house was
added about 1890.

m

The house in which Edward Eggleston lived is a one-and-a-half story
70
stone structure with a gable roof and an interior chimney. Its southeast
d
elevation has a central bay window over which the roof is extended. To
the southwest of this is a single small window, while to the northeast is
O
one opening of the screen porch which occupies the eastern corner of the
house. Above, there are two half-tiimbered dormers with a sunburst motif
in their gable erids. The1 northeast elevation has a door in its half-timbere 1 gable1 which leads but onto k wooden balcbny above which the roof is slightly
extended. Below the balcony, there is a bay window to the northwest and
the screen porch opening to the southeast. The southwest elevation has two
windows and a ventilator in its half-timbered gable. On the first floor of
this elevation there are two windows, to the southeast of which a door
opens into a breezeway leading to the southwest. A two-story wooden wing
projects from the northwestern elevation. On its southwestern elevation,
the wing has an open single-story porch with a shed roof, beyond which is a
two-story projection. On its northeast elevation there is a screen porch.
The door in the breezeway leads into a hall in which is a flight of
stairs. On the southeastern side of the house is a bedroom which belonged
to Eggleston's daughter, Allegra, and which has a fireplace set diagonally
across its northern corner. Northwest of this bedroom is a study formerly
Eggleston's own bedroom and the chamber in which he died. The fireplace,
being on the opposite side of the chimney frojn the bedroom fireplace, is
also set diagonally. It has a stepped brick maatel in which is set a
wooden relief carving executed by Eggleston's sister.
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Edward Eggleston was among the earliest of America's realistic
novelists and perhaps the first writer to tap in a serious vein the literary
potential of America's frontier experience. The western movement had spawned
a society with its own distinct character, and, as Bret Harte exploited the
romantic and picturesque aspects of Far Western life, Eggleston produced
what one critic has called "something as realistic as Dutch painting, touching with love and care the homely details of living" as he knew them in the
frontier Ohio Valley and Minnesota. Qf spotty quality in themselves., his
works nonetheless began a tradition of realism in the treatment of native
life which later flowered in the works of Garland, Dreiser, Gather, Sandburg
and Lewis.
Eggleston began summering at Lake George, New York in 1875, and from
the early 1880's on, it was his only permanent address. At "The Owl's
Nest," his son-in-law's estate on Dunham Bay, he built first a- library,
which he called "Mellowstone," and then a residence where he lived except
during the winter months, which he spent variously in New York, Washington,
and Madison, Wisconsin. Most of his later work was done here, including
his two volumes of history, and here he was buried in 1902. After Eggleston
death, the property remained intact and relatively undisturbed in the hands
of his descendants.
Biography
Edward Eggleston was born in Vevay, Indiana, in 1837, the son of an
aristocratic Virginia lawyer who had emigrated to the Ohio River frontier.
After his father's death in 1846, his mother married a Methodist minister
and the family lived in several other Indiana towns before returning again
to Vevay, where he was encouraged in his writing by a sensitive local teache
Eggleston received almost no formal education, although he read widely.

1. Wallace Stegner, quoted in Robert E. Spiller and others, eds.,
Literary History of the United States (NY: The MacMillan Company, 1960),
P< 870.
2. Ibid., p. 863.
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spiller, Robert E. , and others, eds . , Literary History of the United
States, New York: The MacMillan Coinpany, 1960, pp. 862-77 passim.
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7.

Description (1)

"The Owl's Nest"

Like the bedroom, the study has exposed beams and paneling to the
height of approximately five feet. This room contains a grandfather clock
and French Empire chair, which are among other furnishings dating from the
writer's time. North of the entrance hall, a second hall leads into the
wing, which contains the dining room, kitchen, and back stairs. The dining
room, which has a brick mantel, opens onto the screen porch to the northeast.
On the second floor of the house there are two bedrooms in the main section
and two in the wing.
The southwest end of the breezeway leads into a partially excavated
shedroofed walkway at the rear of the stone structure known as "Mellowstone,
This building has a gable roof and an interior chimney. In the gable^end
of its southeast elevation is a lateral window with five sections, which is
flanked and surmounted by the rising sun motif. The roof is extended slight! y
over this window, below which is an entrance with glazed double doors, sidelights and a transom. There is a window on each side of this entrance,
which opens into a stone terrace with a concrete floor. This terrace extends;
across the southeast, and part of the northeast, sides of the building.
Cinder blocks have been substituted for parts of the original railing. As the
ground falls off toward the east, the terrace has a room set under its corner. This room has two windows and a door on the southeast elevation, and
three windows on the northeast elevation. There is an enclosed porch across
the whole southwest elevation of "Mellowstone," and a smaller one on the
northeast elevation. Neither porch is original. On the northwest elevation
above the walkway, is a tall double window flanked by two windows. Above,
in the gable end, is a smaller double window flanked by two lights.
The entrance in the southeast elevation of "Mellowstone" leads into
Edward Eggleston's library, which has a brick fireplace rising to the ceiling. Above and to the left of the fireplace opening, a bust of the author^
stands on a projecting brick shelf. This room also contains an oil portrait
of Eggleston, as well as a set of his works, his desk, two of his canes,
and other objects which belonged to him. The original bookshelves remain
only on the northwestern wall. Near the western corner of the room, a
doorway leads into a hall. From this a door, over which is inscribed a
motto, leads into the southwestern porch. Another door leads into Allegra's
studio, which occupies most of the northwest end of the building. Like the
library, this room has exposed ceiling beams. The upper floor is an attic.
Approximately one hundred feet to the southwest of "Mellowstone" is a
two-story, gray clapboard house with a hipped roof known as "The Homestead.
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7.

Description (2)

"The Owl's Nest"

The front (northeast) elevation has two bays, between which is an exterior
chimney. The roof extends slightly over the second story's double windows,
which have false balconies. Below, two French windows open onto a terrace.
A band of diagonal boarding replaces the clapboard between the two floors.
Near the eastern corner of the front elevation, a single story porch with a
shed roof protects the entrance to a similar screened porch on the eastern
portion of the southeast elevation, which has two bays. On the northwest
elevation is a two-story wing with a gable roof. At the northwest end of
the wing is a detached water tower and; a woodshed. At the rear (southwest)
side of the wing is a two-story ell. There is a single-story projection
with a shed roof in the corner formed by the ell. As at the front, the
roof of the main section projects slightly over the two upper windows.
The French windows on the terrace lead into the living room, behind
which is the dining room and a bedroom at the southern corner of the house.
The wing and its ell contain an inner and 'outer kitchen. Upstairs are
five bedrooms grouped around a central hall. Changes to the interior include
the alteration of ceiling, installation of linoleum in the kitchen, and
new paneling in the dining room and downstairs bedroom.
"The Owl's Nest" is presently owned by the Joshua's Rock Corporation,
founded by Eggleston's descendents, who use it as a summer home. The total
property is over a hundred acres. The boundaries of the historic area are
as follows: from the intersection of Dunham Bay and Route 9L, northwest
along Route 9L to a point approximately 150 feet northwest of the public
library (73° 39' 25" W. Long; 43° 26' 43" E. Lat.) from this point due east
to the property line; south and east along the property line to Dunham Bay;
south along the shore line to its intersection with Route 9L.
8.

Significance

Between 1854 and 1865, he led a chequered career, refusing to enter the
University of Virginia because the State condoned slavery and finally
becoming a Methodist circuit rider in Minnesota. In 1866, he moved to
Evanston, Illinois, as editor of the Little Corporal, a children's magazine,
and the next year he became the editor of the National Sunday School Teacher
Then in 1870, he moved east to work on the New York Independent.
Shortly afterward, he took over the faltering Hearth and Home and^began
the serialization of his novels, which revived the magazine and made him
famous. Expressing the pietistic view that the novel considered wicked by
many of his contemporaries should be instructive as well as entertaining,
he faithfully recorded a fading frontier America. The boisterous flavor of
his Ohio Valley childhood, coupled with his experiences as a pioneer
(continued)
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8.

Significance (3)

"The Owl's Nest"

minister, provided grist for his writing. His most widely-known work,
The Hoosier Schoolmaster; appeared during 1871, The End of the World in 1872,
and The Mystery of Metropolisville in 1873. During 1873-74, Christian Union
serialized The Circuit Rider possibly his best novel from a technical stand-point. Three more novels, Roxy (1878), The Hoosier Schoolboy (1883), and
The Graysons (1888), further developed the theme of frontier life. During
this period, Eggleston also published articles and short stories in various
magazines.
His strict Methodist upbringing had faded with his growing sophisticatio
and from 1874 to 1879 he served as paster of a Unitarian congregation in
Brooklyn. In the latter year, however, he retired to devote himself fully
to writing, and to expand from the field of fiction into social history.
Eggleston believed that history should deal with everyday life as well as
the merely political, and from the beginning had seen his fiction as a part
of the effort to broaden the concerns of history. Moving to Lake George,
New York, in 1881, he embarked upon his projected History of Life in the
United States, while supporting himself through further fictional writing.
But Eggleston had completed only two volumes, The Beginners of a Nation (1896)
and The Transit of Civilization (1901), when ill-health incapacitated him.
A supporter of progressive movements throughout his life, and a pioneer in
both American fictional and historical writing, Eggleston died on September 2,
1902 at his Lake George home.
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Edward Eggleston House
Bibliographical note;
The Indiana Magazine of History, Volume 18 (March-December, 1922),
pages 371-373, contains a very complete description of the Eggleston
house as it appeared at that time.

