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INTRODUCT TON

J

Blance County, in the heast of the Hii]

Tewas, is in aany zespeois a Joansor

the Presidentts grandfather, Jsmesl BErlp J§

begen raising cavile here. In due course thay acguived oo

g, nade the leng  wive

norih to Kansas markets.

The Hill Countyy--soemetines barskh with O haii, ot vipd, and

blizzard--is pormally “a geutie land of

valleys, of limestone springs and fovests of pevennially

. i - -
ceday and live eak." Streansg like the Yedsenales ond
flow through it, and lakss and ponds moeupy the bollioes,  De

Joknson olan found this land mueoh o

vpon it, Johnson Clty, estanlished by ezely sottiers al

wmtors of

Padernales River in 1878, was nensd foy the plongering ar

the President,

This herxitage of land and people is stromg in the Pyesiden s

heart; it is to this place and te thesz people thot ha

relax and refresh his mind and body. % was hers, In
Countzrv, that he was bDorn and raised and schooled, znd wheoo he ran

for his firet public affice.

1. Jack Maguire, ed., & Fresldent’s Counigy (Austin, 1964 ., 6.




Residents of the aves zeseunbaer so npany incildents frow ‘he
President's sarly Llife that there is sparcely a building ox plot
of land in the vicinity but recalls sowe association with his

boyiood or young manhood,

Today, the LBJS Ranch, bought some yosrs age from relatives, is

the center of ithe Presidentis activiiies in the Hill Country.
Incliuded in the ranch's 438 acres are the President's modexn ranch
heme and a simple frame Ffaxm house where he was boxn %o Samuel and
Rebekah Johpson on August 27, 1908, Thirieen miles gust, in Johnsom

City, is the hoyhood home,

0f the threes most important sites associated with the President in
the Johnson City vicinity, the Bovhood Home stands out as the most

significant historically.

Though in time to comg the wmodern L3 Ranch House will doubtless
be rewgvaluated in the light of historical perspectivae, its current
official use as the "Yexas white House,” and the security restrice
tions that hedge it from public access, wounld appear to militate

against iis ceomsideration at this time in the Presidential Landmaxk

The Birthplace House, now being restored by the President, is
similaxrly cut off fzem public access for securxity reasons, Hoxe
important in terns of evaluation criteria, it is assmued that scenes
of early childhood arve less significant historicalily than those of

the later formative vears,



THE BOYHOOD HOME

According to xesidents of Johnson City, the Boyhcod Home is a
site particularly dear to the President's mamoxy. Apparently, too,
he has specifically chosen it as the place to commemorate his early

life and the profound influence of his parents on his later dastiny.

According to records at the Blanco County Courthouse, the Boyhood
Home was built in 1886. Samuel and Rebekah Johnson moved here from
their farm when the future Presidant was six years old {sonetine in
1914-15), He lived here until after graduation {rom nearby Johason
City High School,

This site is considered the place of evolution and development
from childhood, through a boyhood marked by industry and quick
assumption of responsibility, to the emezgence of the young man
whose meteoric career would culminate in the Presidency.

The home is a one-story farm house, painted whita, and may be
described as T-shaped., The two L porches are characteristic of
this type of farm home commonly built during the last decades of
the 19th century throughout the South and southwest.

OWNERSHIP AND PRES CONDIT ION

Formerly owned by the President, and restored by Mrs. J:ha@u and
8 now

the President's sister, Mrs. Birge Algxander, the home hes—-been

owned by the Johnson City Foundation, which administers it as

hsric hoe miseum.

photographs and the recollactions of the President and his fanily
were used in this preservation project; and according to local
residents the house looks much as it did during the boyhood pexiod.
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Selected rooms have been remcdeled for use as a historic house
nusewr in which are exhibited memorabilia of the Prosident,

and his family.

Structurally sound and well maintained, the house and grounds

(about 1 acxe) appear to have a high degree of integrity.

The home is open to the public, It is already a noted Texas

State Landmaxk (1965) and is freguently visited and photographed.
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