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Carl Sandburg was one of éur most versatile American writers. Iis
publications included poetry, ﬁistory, bidgraphy, stories for
children, a novel, an autobiography, and a collection of folk songs.
He was the only American to receive Pulitzer Prizes in two different

fields: one in history for Abraham Lincoln: The War Years published

in 1939, and one in poetry for Complete Poems published in 1950.

The current critical assessment of him is that he will stand as one

of the major poets of the 20th century.

Sandburg lived at Connemara Farm in Flat Rock, North Carolina from
1945 to 1967, longer than at any other place. It was there that

he wrote his autobiograph% Always the Young Strangersj his only novel,

Remembrance Rock; his one—volume Abraham Lincoln; and several books

of verse. His Complete Poems, some of which were written at

Connemara, earned him the Pulitzer Prize in 1951. The Sandburg
house, built in 1838 by Christopher G. Memminger, Secretary of the
Treasury for the Confederacy (1861-1864), contains all the Sandburg
personal and literary effects. The 24l-acre estate is owned by

Mrs. Carl Sandburg, who continues to make her home there,
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On thair trip the thyven women Lyaval

snd the Carolinas. When they came to the mountaine e western Novth
Caroling, Paula Sendburg folt immedistely ei heme. A resl estate agent
showed the party several places, and oue »f thewm wse the Conmcwarse Faza
in Flat Rock. A few miles south of Hendervssnville. the property stood
2,300 feet above geal level. Bordering on it was Big Glassy, & smoorh
upward slope rising 300 fest in almost perpendiculer fashion. Peyend
it was the Appalachian ramge of the Grest Swmokies, Saandburg told his
wife that the cholee of their new location was hers, but sghe insisted
that héer husband visit Commemaxz before the decision was made.

Sandbury loved it too, and Connemera beeaue thairs. They delayed

departure to their new home, however, uvatil the end of the war In 19435,

The estate consisted of 261.18 acres, sboul two-thizds of them covexed
with trees, Framzd in century old pime and osk, the farmhouse was a

mid-319th cantury,
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graceiul example @f Seuthern rural architoecture
Two stories with an attic and a large gr@anﬁ flooxr, 1t had been con-
structed in 1838 by Christopher G. Momminger, @h@iiat@f served as the
Secretary of the Treassury for the Confederacy, .Egﬁming@r palled the
egtate "Rock Hill,” but the next ownew, Capiein Ellington Adger Smythe.
changed it to "Commemara,” apparently tekimz the nare from a district
in Western Ireland,

The Sandburgs ware quick to setile in the housé amdé Invest it with theis

own personality., On the ground flcox waere fhe pariosr, dinimg voom, and &

kitchen., Upstaire were four rooms leading off o ceutral hall. in all

of the rooms, except the kitchen, were books and more books, Un the
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were not alphabetized oy cavalogued, thore wse ecowe form to théeiy avvaage-
ment, On the groumd filoor ware aovels, essays, biographies, and works

on labor and trade wonlonism. Upstalrs weze postry, eriticiom, and
belles-lettres, Scatterad throughoutr were bundreds of books on American
higtory. Im his study Sandburg kept all his published works, imclvding
forelgn translations, Here he also had books on American folk musie,

which be had used in reseavching The Smerican Songhag,

Sandburg usually worlked late iunto the alight, and, comsequently, he was
& late riser. He normslly come downseairs sbout noom. Paule and the
three girls, however, were up and about wuch esrlier, for thexe were
farm choves to do, The Sandburge countinued ko develop their herd of
Nubian and Toggemburg goats. The apimals fuvvrsished the femily with
gople milk, chesge, and bukter. A daixy izn vnearby Henderscavilie

purchased excess produce,

Sandburg epent hie aftermoons greeting esllers and answering corge-~
spondence, &nd he often took hikes im the woods or climbed Big Glassy
Mountain, Sandburg especially loved the welk im the meadows and on
wountain trails, He geve nemes to puyuical features he encoumiered o
hig trips. The path around Little Glassy Moumtsin beceme Memminger Wrail,
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Two great oaks he admired he named after Abrshsm Lincoln and Robert #,

Connempra had much to offer in the way of vetural beauty., There wre
many varieties of twees: wed osk, white ok, chestuul ogk, black cal,
hickery, birch, walnut, yellow poplar, maple, gum, cherxy, beach,

esnstern white pine, and pitch pinme. Below them grvew flowering dogwocd,

rhodedendron, mountain ilsuvrel, hucklebervy, winterbexrry, and pevsismon.,
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