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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old West Church (1823-1825) and churchyard are located 
along a maple-lined road approximately eight tenths of a mile 
south of Kent's Corner. The style of the building might be 
called "Colonial Survival" as it is reminiscent of late 18th 
century southern New England churches.

iThe structure is rectangular in plan, sheathed with white 
clapboards and has its gable end towards the road. The 
steeple is located at the front gable end and is constructed 
in three tiers. The third tier is octagonal and a green oval 
is painted in each panel forming the octagon. This is sur 
mounted by a guilded wooden weathervane.

There are three main entrances arranged symetrically along the 
front elevation, each flanked by a wooden pilaster and the 
whole capped by a : shallow cornice. These entrances open into 
a one story vestibule. Doors, corresponding to the entrances, 
open.from the vestibule into the two story meeting room. 
Stairs lead from either end of the vestibule to a second 
story vestibule which in turn provides access to the galleries 
The meeting room is flooded with light by two tiers of small 
paned, clear glass windows. ^Overhanging galleries supported 
by square posts are located along the front and side walls 
leaving a two story central clear span and an unobstructed 
alter. The church contains its original unpainted pine box 
pews with raised, panel doors and side walls'*!** The structure 
has never been electrified and is heated by two wood-burning 
stoves located under the rear gallery. Large wooden letters 
were set out in a broad semi-circle above the alter in 1886 
and read "REMOVE NOT THE ANCIENT LANDMARK WHICH THY FATHERS 
HAVE SET".

The structure has undergone amazingly few alterations. They 
are as follows:

1. The pulpit was originally the height of the balconies. 
It was lowered a few years after construction.

2. The stoves were added in 1331.

Lightning struck tli^f^^g^Tl^ 1953. Repairs were 
made and the V7eath,e.a\vane, €as /replaced at this time.
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1. Kent, Louise Andrews. "The Old West Church". (Pampl^let 
puolished by the Old tfest Church Association), n.d.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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