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1. Yosemite Centenniel

The celebration of the Yosemite Centermiaml continued
throughout 1951 with speciel exhibits in the Yosemite lMuseunm,

speeisl erticles in newspepers end in Ypsemite Neture Notes, the

centennisl design used on esll stebionery end 2 pagesnt presented
August 31 end September 1 to those visitors snd residents of the
Valley who were here ot the time. No edvence publieity wes given
to the pagesnt in order to evoid excessive crowds without sdequate
fecilities.

Principle result of the centennial observance wes the
soquisition of & lerge number of photogrsphs and menusoripts by
the Yosemite Musewn, plus e renewed interest in local Yosemite
history and e wider eppreciation of the work of the National Perk
Service in preserving Yosemite Nationsl Perk for the h&mi‘i‘k and

snjoyment of the publioc,



2. Resesrch snd Interpretetion

The Yosemite Museum steff, despite limited personnel, ®ne
tinued to serve i@waﬁm& numbers of visitors. A totel of 2,116,940
interpretive contects were mede during the pest yeer. These included
large numbers of school children such as the 1,050 who ceme in
recently from Modesto in one day.

Afber muoh discussion ﬁm Cemp 1L Campfire #mphithestre
will be used in its present form throughout the 1952 sesson and an
experimental m;ahimﬁm will be erected in Camp 7 %o determine
publiec resetion to this attempt to reduce great concentrations of
persons snd the esttendent parking difficulties in conjunction with
such progrems in ’X’QMM Valley.

In eddition to the gifts received as & result of the

genternial yeer, the Yosemite Museum ?weiwé many velueble peinte
ings including three lerge peintings by Cherles Dormant Robinson,
& plaster cest of & large statue of Thomss Sterr King snd an oil
painting of & scene of Yosemite Valley by Thomas Hill, Thé lest
two were given by Miss Petigian through the aﬁggwﬁs&m of ﬁﬁwﬂo
Liljestrom who recently pesinted snd presented to the Yosemite
Mugeum sn interpretetion of Bridelveil Fall,

Considersble progress wes made during 1951 on the trout

investigation in Yosemite by Renger Orthello Wellis. Thie resesrch
wes made possible through privete donetion by Mrs. Mary Tresidder,

President of the Yosemite Park end Curry Co. This is producing some
very veluable informetion which will guide the future fish mensgement

policies bf the Park.



3. Lend Aoquisition and Timber Exchenge

Title %o 120 seres of the White Wolf WP"W of Henry
Wilson Meyer pamssed to the United Btates in the deed rwaréad at
Sonors, Tuolumne County, on October 17, 1?531“

miimm&vy work on the scquisition of the Foreste end
Big ﬁeadmm properties wes done by having eppreisals made of the
unimproved lots in Porests end an oversll esporaisel of the Meyer's
Big Meadows properties, Preliminery negotiestions for the purchease
of individuasl lots et Foreste have been unsuccessful.

#n outstanding achievement in the sequisition of privste
lends wae ‘#&m. contract signed October 16, 1951, between Mr. and
Mrs, Robert L. ﬁrigh'& end the United Stetes for cutover lands st
Agpen Vel ley and Esst Mesdows through e timber and lend emhmga
arrangement, The deed to these properties, showing trensfer w‘
title to the United States, was filed March 1L, 1952 st Sonore,
Celifornis.

Importent in the building snd meintensnce progrem of the
Hatioriel Park Service was the salveging of insect control treeted
snd hagerdous trees in e utilizetion progrem whereby the Davis
Lumber Compeny of Oskdale, Celifornis, removes end utiligzes these
logs, returning 25 per cent of the saw log scele in finished lumber
et no cost to the National Perk Bervice.



L. Concessions

Proliminery discussions were held in Yosemite in eerly
Pebrusry for the renewal of contrasts of Dr, Avery E. Sturm,
Best's Studio, Degnen, Donohoe, Inc., md the Tosemite Park and
éwry Co. Through frenk, direct discussions between Director
Wirth, Zssistent Director Thomes Allen, Chief of Consessions
Doneld Lee snd ﬁm verious concessicners involved, substentisl
egreements were resthed. Mey overlapping festures of previous
oontracts were eliminsted or olarified, It is planned %o have
the contracts run concurrently %o simplify problems of renewsl.

The Poley Btudig next to the mein Post office -at
Government Center, which hes not been in operation for meny yeers

‘wes torn down end the sres lendsceped in Ootober, 1951.

The Yosemite Perk end Curry Co, hes zgaﬁha& shoed on its
construstion progrem completing Building "J", known &8 Oek Cottage
et Yosemite Lodge representing sn investment of @pmxim‘%ely
$200,000. The multiple hmxﬁing unit nesr the Company g&mm’l offices
is nearing completion at a cost of spproximetely %13@.&% end &

x residence in the new Tecoye sres cosb ahéu% $30, 000,

The Compeny suffered extensive demage from the heavy
snows of the psst winter. The west section of the Big Trees Lodge
emhﬂly collapsed snd the esst wing is also severely demaged.
The Compeny estimetes the cost of restoration will ’m. spproximetely
$50,000.



5. Severe Winter and its Problems

Snow depths in the Bierre %this gaaﬁ winter were the
grectest since 1911 end Yosemite depths in the high country the
grestest since Merﬂn have been kepbt. Aprroximetely twice the
normel smount of snow fell this yeer. #% Bedger Pess, elsvation
7,300 feet, the depth resched 20l inches, or 17 feet.

Despite e grest desl of snow shovelling from the roofs
of all buildings, considersble damesge resulted., Bnow removel wes
exceptionelly diffioult end sostly. Repairs to the Bedger Pess
Renger Stetion slone will cost sbout §3,L00.

In Jenusry e rock slide knocked over a steel tangent pole
on the 70,000 volt $rensmission lins between #rch Kook and the
Perk boundary. It is estimeted that the cost of repeirs will be
§2,330. The 11,000 volt line to Glecier Point was broken down in
seversl locstions by winter snows end avelanches end the estimeted
cost of repair will be ebout $500. The Vslley street lighting

eireuit wes

maged by hesvy snow mnd falling trees to the extont
of sbout $500 demuge. The 2300 volt Wimm power line also
susteined demege by snow and falling trees and the cost of necessary
repeirs wes eostimeted st

#0600, Telephone lines suffered considere
eble damege in the Jenuery snow storme and the estimeted cost 62’;
repeirs will be $5,500,



Thus fer this yesr the cost for snow removel within the
perk was more then ¥70,000 snd the Tioge Boed is not yet cleered.
The excess cost of snow removel this yesr has resulted in not

accomplishing much plenned meintensnsce work.



6., Unprecedented Travel

Again all Yosemite trevel records were broken for the
1951 travel yesr ended September 30 when 850,585 visitors entered
the Perk, Indicetions are that 1952 will be m’&m% record
breaking yesr with the visitor count slready 21 per cent shead
of last year. The recent Memorisl Day holidey broke all records
for both one day visitstion end i‘m‘ the three dsy holidey. On
May 30 this year 26,966 visitors entered ss sgeinst 19,818, the
previous record on Mey 30, 1947, For the three dey period
43,907 visitors entered the perk this yeer as compered with the
mmr record of 34,905 during ﬁ’ie gmme three deys in 1949, The
tremendous Increese in travel found ell tj’mili@m geverely over=
texed, The sewsge system was incapeble of hendling the unprecede ted
loedy the roads were crowded with cers bumper ﬁ: bumper for miles;
enting pleces, store and sll rented awmd#ﬁam were filled
beyond awmiﬁm cempgrounds overflowed end the following moming
found meny tents in ell seetions of the Valley. Renger personnel
wes entirely inam“ah to meintein and protect the perk end its

meny visitors, .



7. Joint Ageney Meeting

The second ennusl joint sgency meeting on fire suppression,
organization and mensgement wes held in Yoseni te April 16 end 17,
1958, Representetives ineluded those from adjscent end nesrby
netionsl forests and netional gw‘k#. The Celifornie State Division
of Forestry, United States Westher Bureeu, verious county fire
orgenizeations and the Regionel Offices of the United Steotes Forest
Bervice end the Netional Perk Service participated. Approximetely

officisls were in sttendsnce et the conferense,



Trensfer of the administration of Devil Postpile
Hetionel Monument, which has been under the United States
Porest Bervice for the pesst few yeers, to the Netionsal Park
Bervice wes sccomplished this yeer by mutusl casent of the
tw Bureeus.

Growing imp-rtance of Devil Pystpile ss & result of
the improvement of the sccess road vie Agnew lesdows and incressed
concern over the protection of this importent geologic feature
hes resulted in the Netionsl Perk Service essuming this respon-
$ibility. A perk renger snd rengerensturalist will be on duty
in the Monument throughout this sesson to edminister and
interpret its unique feestures,



Yosemite National Park
Galifornia

_ June 9, 1952
Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Park Waturslist

Subject: Annuel report of the Naturalist Division
June, 1951 to May, 1952.

1901 was the centennial of the effective discovery of
Yosemite Valley on Mareh 21, 1851, Celebration of this event
commenced with a brosdcast mentioning this significant oceesion
by Rev. Alfred Glase as part of the program of the imster Sunrise
Service from Mirror Iske on Zaster, Mareh 21lst. A special exhibit
highlighting significant historical developments related to the
diseovery was on display throughout the Centennial Year. A special
issue of Yosemite Nature Notes carrying sen article by Carl P, Hussell
on the subject was published followed in subsequent issues by other
articles on The Ceography of the Mariposa Indiapn Ware also by Russell.
Meny talks outside sz well a8 in the park directing attention to the
Centennial resulted in gifts to the Yosemite Museum of memy signi-
ficant historical pictures, documents and interviews with oldtimers
formerly assoclated with the early history of Yosemite.

The summer season of the Centennial yeer closed appro=
priately with the presentation of s pageant by the greatly sugmented
Centennial Theater cast depieting in %abloid & series of historical
‘events related to the disecovery. Throughout the year an emblem,
designed by Perk Neturalist McHenry, was carried on all officisl and
Yosemite Natursl History Associstion stationery as well azs the letter-
head of the Yosemite Fark and Curry Company.

: Under the impe®ue of the VWaghington Office there has been
considerable discussion pro and con regarding the future of naturalists
campfire programs especially in Yosemite Valley. Uince this comes at

a time when some thought wes being given te the reconstruction of the
Camp 1% cempfire amphithester, it was decided in conference with the
Direetor end Regional Director and representatives of their steffs

that the present temporary structure at Camp 14 would continue to be

- used during the 1952 summer season and that en experimentel campfire

- smphitheater would be erscted in Camp 7 %o determine public reaction
to this attempt to reduce great concentrations of persons and the
attendant perking difficulties in conjunction with such programs in
Yosemite Valley.



The interpretive development outline of the park mester
plan was completely revised and brought uwp to date. Since the
Rational Park Dervice is sgain teking over the administration of
the Devil Fost File National lonument, en interpretive development
outline wes drawn up for this area. Plens were made for stetioning
8 ranger and ranger-naturalist at the Monwsent during the summer,
and s graduate of the Yosemite Field School has been selected for
this interpretive post. .

Some misunderstanding has arisen between the National
Park Service and Ted Phillips who produced the excellsnt inter-
pretive film "Yosemite" under a grant from the Atwater Yent
Foundation whieh jeopardizes the future evailability of replsce~
ment prints of this ploture. Two loan copies of this film heve
been in almost constant use throughout the past year, heing shown
&8s far away ag orto Rico with inquiries from Sweden Ffor i1ts use.

Agsoelate Park Hpturalist attended the In-sarvice iuseum
Training “ehool in Weshington, DU'WwC. during Jenuary, 1962, with the
expense being shared by the service and the Yosemite Webural History
Assoclation. Oubsequently lir., Perker has been notified of his
proposed transfer to Urater lake Netional Park where he will teke
charge of the naturelist program beginning on June 8, 1952,

During the yesr the naturalist staff has been composed of
four permanent naturalists, a2 museum secretary and a museunm custodian.
During the summer gesson 2 seasonal staff is added composed of @
librerian, an additional secretary, a museum assistant and 12 ranger-
naturalists (seme as in 1936 except working hours have been reduced
to 40 per week). Ome thousend ome hundred and twenty~five uncompen-
pated overtime houreg were donated by members of the permanent staff
last yesr, *

In addition to the gifts received becsuse of the Cemtsunisl
Year, the Yosemite Museum has been given three large paintings by
Charles Dormant Robinson from his daughter, an heroie plaster cast
of & statue of Thomas Starr Hing and en oil painting of & scene of
Yosemite Valley by Thomas Hill, The lest two were given by Miss
Patigien through the services of Gustave 1.iljestrom who subsequently
painted and presented to the Yogemite Museum an interpretation of
Bridalveil Fall. .

2,116,940 interpretive conteets were made during the past
year., These inslude not only the visitors in general to the park
but also many special groups such ss the 1050 sehool children from
iodesto who visited the park et one time as well as many persons of
importance and prominence, some being persons in positions of leader-
ship in foreign governwents and in the fielde of science both at home
and abroad.



The library of the Yosemite hes made considerable progress
during the year both through substential gifts received and through
purchase of books especially through funds provided by the Yosemite
Waturel History Association, Ine., The Association has also provided
funds for binding of periodicals and for books whose bindings have
been in need of repair. Forty-seven books were added through these
means, Without doubt the most significant addition to the library
was the gift of 105 books and about 80 journals presented by Ansel
Hell from his own personal librery which he essembled on Yosemite
subjects while he was Park Naturalist in this park. It is note-
worthy also thet a card index file of historical memuscripts and
separates was compiled during the year. :

The Yosemite Natural History Asseceistion, Ine. continues
{ts staunch and valuable support of the interpretive program in the
park. At the cost of $600.00 a season, the Associetion has provided
during the summer sesson, the hand-out weekly anmouncements of the
naturglists daily progrem which has added much %o the success of the
work. The publication of the monthly Yosemite Nature Notes is ome of
" the Assoclation's most valuable functions. A speeial fssue of the
Notes entitled Mammmls of Yossmite, by Herry C. Parker, is now in
press and will mppear inm Jume, 1952, Nr, Ferkenhem has done much work
on & special number of Yosemite Nature Notes on the "Shrubds of Yosemite."
It is expected that this number will be ready sometime in 1953.

¥Mr. O, ¥, Goethe contimues to give evidence of his eonstent
and lively interest in our interpretive program and the publication
of Yosemite Nature Notes by sending us many small checks to elp
defray the exnense of publication., Nevertheless there was a loss of
$1,000,00 in publishing Yosemite Mature INotes during the last year
whieh made it necessary %o advance the yearly subseription price from
$1.00 to $1.50, This will eut the lose in half.

The gift of $1%,600 from Charles Shemel reported over &
year ago has become somewhat confused through the mismanagement of
the Oroeker First Nationsl Benk in Sen Francisgeo, Hverything possible
ie being done to get this metter eleared up. The gift is restricted
%o the comstruection of the stage and projection booth at the proposed .
new Camp 14 ecampfire amphitheater. :

Other gifts to the Association were as follows: Dr. and
Wrs. {latter now deceased) Harold C. Bradley, 6200 in two gifts for
the purchase of recorded music for ceampfire programs; Ansel Adame,
the design for the new cover format of Yosemite Nature Notes. There
were many gifts of less ilmportence. :




The Yosemite Natural History Assoeiation, Ine. loaned
the liastern Wational Jark and National Monument Association
$500 .00 for the purchase of some private land on whiech historical
ruins were known %o exist. The loan hes been repaid, A loan of
$750.00 has recently been granted to the Crater lake Fatursl :
History Association to help pay for the publicstion of s book on
the birds of that park. .

The Associastion continues ite lively suppert of the
Yosemite Field School. During the summer of 1951, seventeen
college gpradustes formed one of the most ocutstending clesses in
the history of the school. All of these "greduates" who have
been willing have been snapped up at leest on & seesonsl beeis
by other Netionel Ferk erees and other agencies offsring outdoor
interpretive programs. The Junlor Nature fehocl continues Yo
operate us & two weeka practice school for mewbers of the Tield
Sehool end in gpite of ite short sessgion is & very popular festure
of the neturelist program.

The "annual® glacier survey wes resumed in 1991 after =
ukty during 1950. The report of the 1951 trip hae been comuended
a8 the most outstanding such report yet produced.

Ranger Othello Wallis contimues his excellent work in
studying the fish populstion of the park under the renewed grant
from Vrs, Mary Curry Tresidder and is producing some very valuable
information which will guide the future Tish menagement poligiles
of the park,

During the summer of 1951 a Tume~type spear point wae
discovered in one of the caves on the talus slopes of the Valley
not far from Yosemite Falle, Service arehiologists sre in the
park at the time of writing this report to examine this and other
archeologicsl mattere long in need of atiention,

The tenth known record of the Spotted Bat {¥uderms
maeulatum) was made with the discovery of a specimen near Camp 19
on August 15, 1951, The specimen has been placed on permsment
loan at the University of ﬁaixrawnin for the best possible care
and protection,

Mr, Horton, & graduate astudent working on his FhD., at
i&n University of California, spent a part of the suwmer of 1951
studying the lave flows in the ragian of Ransheria Mountein in the

park.



Howard W. Oliver, who is working on his PhD. at Harverd
spent some time in the park on gravity studies of the Sierras
southward from the Tuolumne River. He will return to continue
these studies this {1952) summer and possibly endeavor to deter-
mine the depth of the alluvium on the floor of the Valley by this

method,

Doneld ¥dward McHenry
Fark Naturalist
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Memorandum

To: Superintendents, Hawaii
Lassen Volcanic

se9o

... lJune 5, 1952

Mount McKinley (and Katmai)
Mount Rainier (and Whitman)

Sequoia and Kings Ca

nyon (Cabrillo and Channel I.)

Yosemite (and Devil Postpile)i ..o

Craters of the Moon

Death Valley

- Joshua Tree

Lavsa Beds
Muir Woods

Sitka (and Glacier Bay)

Coulee Dam

Millerton Lake
Columbia Basin

From: Assistant Regional Director

Subject: Annual Report of Officials in charge of Field Areas and

of the Regional Directors, Report lal

To date we have not received the two copies of your annual
report to the Director (Beport lal) the original and one copy of ;
which should have been placed in the mail in order to reach the Washe

ington Office by June 1,

It is possible, of course, that you have

already sent the report to the Director and have deleyed furnishing

us with copies,

This is simply a reminder that the report was due in Wash-
ington June 1 and that a supplementary report, covering significant
events occurring between that date and July 1, is due in the Washing~

ton Office July 15,

Harﬁert Maier

N

Assistant Regional Director



