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July 1» 195>+

Memorandum

To: The Director

Prom; Superintendent9 YoSemite

Subject; Superintendent's Annual Report (lAl) for Devils Postpile

There have been no events of importance to add to the

Superintendent's annual report (Devils Postpile), 1953OTI95^» sub¬

mitted by this office on June 25®

John Ce Preston
Superintendent

In duplicate

Copy to; Regional Director9 Region Pour

RRMcIntyre:jb
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nmino*M% mmm m inu jhsgax at

HlUMlti MftHl Park, California

ftorieod of stfotrmm $m&*

'Bmmtitn Borlvoi from tafell* law # $30*

Rwwy trm*\ tear to 'the "5ark«

Sbroat Plr# -ritrol*

Ftfifcaotion.

Park kcelclomtm flood Deaths.

L#iftp>X# Pin# -*«©dIo*siiW

laflatrdM* :%#t and lds&

Vfelt* Pin# Blister U*«t A|$roi*flh#* the Park.

?l»f#i ®X-mrin&

Ptoaflrratlm of temi 'ftiauol £ro«#

Park Oeao#flfltoa tmpgwrmmt®*

fkm Ta®o»li# frarol s*tirr#y#

fttflflaroli and Interpretation*



1. £tari*«d SohocUil® of untrmim

following ©l&mlf upon tho origin*! rorfoloii of park

entranoo fo#® plaosd la offeot on Jm* $t 1953 •§ To»o»4tof a.

revised eohodalo of outran®* £©#ts was applied to th# National

Park® aad Uommmt® on Juno 16# 195^# %* nm schedule Jpirtiil
the followia^ foot for Yoooglto lotion*! Parks

Automobile foo* c 15-day pmrmit <

Proa
SR.00

To
-3.00

Automobile fee, (annual pernit) U.00 6.00

Boutsotrai lor tm* (F-day jwradt) 1.00 3.00

Jiousotrutlor fe*5# (annual porni t) a. oo 6.00

Motorcycle £®e» 1«%>%e4-w^ permit) 1.00 1.00

Motorcycle foot immmX permit' a. 00 t.

/

X0s0m.it® Jfetioaal Park
Oaliforala



P. BarItmi from Public 1mm # ?30

.

Passage of Public &fer # 230 authorised Tarlout Harriots*

including utility servient to fen furnished concessioner®, contractors*

poraitteea, ote., cm a rotatorsmuit of appropriation basis to the

®x%m% of coats, this Act of Congress koai« X«w on August $» 1^3»

and notarially aided mrloms arms ouch as "fonmi to I&tlfmaX Park

In the Ml&tCOSMO and rehabilitation of aartels physical facilities

during the fiscal year 19r;*;»

To semi to National Park
California



5. timwy travel T-aar to the Park

SHiring the csalaadar year which ended $mmbw }19 1953 •

To I&itonal Bark wan vie!ted hy 969*&25 .people as ooitpared

with 9T3»97T vie!tore In the caltater year of 195^§ &> loss of less

than | of one percent ftrom the previous record travel year of XJ>i2.

A total of £S2»2S5 motor vehicles catered the park m

compared with 2i:>9?06 dorian 19r;P* x

Jtariac the winter season from 'Bmmfom* 13§ 1953 to

April 1#» 195** ft total of 9&#6fe people visited the Badger Bass ski

area# as compared with 93#1$6 people last year. The travel to the

ski area sot a new park record this past winter and weather mul enow

conditiono wore very ^ood ho*% of the winter.

Th# total visitors days xim oi the park for 1953 was

«^5£V3oO oospared with 2»$63#3?3 in ti * year of 1952*

Ton«wite fttiieiutil 'i*mk
California
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k. Jbrest Control

Thmr® mr® 79 formi firm taring the jmr • the largest

number in park records. this ttMtif i» more than, double UNI £0

/ear average of JSf fires per reason.

Tosomite ha# experienced larger single fires la previous

/ears, hat never m mmy in mW« fhis jm.r there wi six

project fires IWimifH at the same tine* complicating the control

problem,

tee ov&mm of the fire® were as follows! I4#fedsg -—

*59; %mkwm l6j Campers ami Miscellaneous — U, tee hi#

amber of firs® was tae to several l£#t&ljftg tenets® taring the

summer season*

the total acreage burned over was %*itft«Jgt acres,
tee total costs of all flvae mm tl?#*1 J0#ss7,

/

To®ofilto National -Verk
California



5* Police iVotaction

A total of 101 arrest eases were taken before tf. S#

Oowiietioaer 1m 1953 fi® oomparod with 55 ***• previous year# this

largo &&in being due mainly to the Increase in arret to for t^eedlag

and traffic violations, A special road patrol was mlEtained during

the mmm months# and during the weekend© in winter# to control

speeding m& traffic violations in order to prevent car aooldents.

We believe that this road patrol helped to reduce accidents#

Tosanlte National Park
California



6* ^ark Aocldante tod i>a&ths

Of the death* recorded in the -park taring fiscal jflwwr

only 5 were erased by aeoideat®.

$he noif wmmml aooideat occurred on Aim 21, 199^ when

Assistant Chief -aapr, Qtarle® X* Seertorough was struck by reek®

falling from the oliff near Clark1 s 2oint on the $eved& JWL1 $mil*

Me mm killed instantly. Ho and hit home wort swept off fit# trail

while on a park trip to %reed Wfce in oonrpimy with ^ark Hanger,

Herbert wing. ftm hors# too ms killed imtmtlj* this it the

first ioath of & #«r»a«t ranker while on duty in tososite.

Other death® are etnsearlxoil la low:

2 drownings in the Meretd -li?« (park visitors)

1 visitor was killed whm hi® mr Mt a trm»

I visitor wm killed by a. fall at the base at tipper Yeraslte

y werm deaths due to natural ommm*

Toseatte Matioml Jtorte
Calilbrnia



\

7* iuor %l&s»ile

Ag %h% mmmt of 1953 advanaod the vast epidemic of Xod^epoIs

pin©- m®€ima&nm* mmnnting to approximately ^#O0O acres, feeoane men®

and nor# uotleeatriUu '^m the ^mmrmX public realised that tso»thing

was wrong in the lo&gepole pins forests of the Hw*y& hake and tnoluame

Meadows areas of the nark# % the middle of ^sptsaber U#Q00 acres of

infested forest bebwsem fkneya hake and fxmlmm® Meadows war# sprayed

with a SttF formulation by mem# of v&robm** 'Has spraying operations

wore based at tlx® ^sfedjiaa's ^ass airstrip on the Inyo National ibrest,

the very successful w^limttm was completed in six days# field tests

are nater my to determine the offeat of the spray upon the insect

laf#station,

Within the .lodgepole pin# fteftdlenliter epidemic a local

epidemic of the mountain nine bustle (i3#ndroo tonus !*OAtlqolJ|) was &ls-

covered late in 19r;3* M&y of 195b & bark beetle control eesf w&s

established in the Oen&ess Oropk basin to treat approximately £,000

hark beetle infested trees on 500 acres. $»e carto equipment and Initial

supplies wort air dropped late In May and control work wm still in

progress at the end of

To somite National >a.rk
California



dm iitmwmw* 'firm mu\ .*imb Reneral

An allotment of $7#OO0 wm mdrn available at the bediming

of the l%k fiscal ymr for %ho raasoval of hasaarOouo Ire®! and llmfcs

in the heavily utilised areas of loeeisits Tallin *»d souse of the out-

lying omai^^uads* this eerls has very mimomfol and the ^variimeat

headquarters# govenmm% residential# the ®M ^illa^e# all of the jmhli©

casspgrouad® of the Ifose&it© WX«yi mid innerous other Isolated areas

have beam clearad of great MNtMMl of hazardous linhs and dead trees*

these areas are safes? for nm hy th@ fuhlle than they have heam for

many years.

Tosamita National Pmk
California



3m Whit# Blister lost appinsMhos th# iWk

& considerable southwardmiof the kmrni oomrrmm

of th© dr#ad@d Whit# Hm Ulster Best was recorded last fall whm

scouts picked %ip th# rm% on ccgsr .pis# trsaa in th# Herring dreek

drainage only IX miles from th# northwest portion of Hit park* 'fist

mrk will haw# #oout# in tit# fi«M during the 195!| fltM season to

check possible sites for th# oomwmmm of th# mmt* Tst .mother re¬

appraisal of th# %tt# Fin# Blister Knot Goatrol program resulted in

th# elimination of 13»3^0 acres from th# approve! I9U9 r#-appr«dml.

the .program now calls fbr eradication work on $%9126 acres of which

PtlNf acres wore on jWifltitjiii at Ph# end of th# 1953 field season*

Slightly less tium S$# it mw om mdmtmmmm*

MatiormX. Park
California



10. Vista Clearing

An allotof $7,000 wss made available at the h#$gt*mla$
of ths l%k fiscal for vista clearing of 10 aggprovsd areas,

that ths work has "bmn of vs&ns and appreciated by the miblle is

evidenced in th* mis of the parking simoon available la the iswaedi&t#

vicinity of the vista cleared aroas. $h« losmits falls, trMalweil
falls, M and %rs# Brothers views arc now clearly attractions

readily seen in balanced forest settings#

To remits daticmml Jtork
California



IX# Preservation of flHlllol frm

After a detailed study mm made of the alarming mmw&t

of hmm erosion about the base of th© %i»M $Mmui trm where

exposure oM death of feeder roots me impairing the vigor and.

life of th® tree# a m£&m.%mmim project was Instituted to prevent

•.further damage by huma foot#

A wet stone wall wm fXaeed in Hbgr and Jwi#9 to hold

both soil and moistur© In place on the upper side of the tree* aal

th# exposed root system was covered with S#<juola 3Mi to protect

th# thousands of feeder rootlets#

Yo##mii# Sat tonal Park
California
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fteM mrk for %hm Tmm&t® travel burvay was completed in

October 1953 after tlx# questionnaires for the fall period wsra turned

ln« 411 ibnas were edited and ceded and sent to the California Stat#

Hidden of Higkwajs wher# the I.lUM. coding and tabulations were com¬

pleted V March X9S&. %e Boston %ur offla# started work on malting

and tabulating the coded infenaaUea# but duo to ejected personnel

changes responsibility for this phase of the project was turned over

to Tosmite la April, tfork on a rough draft of the report has boon

accomplished primarily on an evening and weekend basis because of %hm

demands of a h®my spring work lo«*d for all park operations; so progress

has been admittedly slow.

Tasemite National Park
California



iK Beseareh fed Interpretation

Hie three y»r research prcgeoi on the statue of fish in

the Ukm mm streams of ^oeemlto %tional Park# undertaken by Banker

Orthello ^ walils and sponsored by a gift of ^OOO from Mrs# Mary Curry

treti&der# oasae to a close in Beoeabar 1953* >Wtot to his transfer to

lake Mead Eecreatioml Areas as naturalist# ibuiger tysllls completed an

ex tensive report fed file on the fish ecology of park 1ake?i# Based

upon til$ report# certain clumps were roooMaatol in filing regulations

for the park# -'resent work of this nature is being carried on by Banger

Sl«n Caliieoit who returned to the park from the 5th Departmental Manage-!

meat nhool of the department of Interior# Washington# It* #*

Hear the crest of the Sierra lie the Hop® group of Mines#

Although the $reet Sierra Consolidated silver Oompmxy upmt nearly a

half million dollars In this venture In the early WO®# little has bmn

recorded of the operation# CoasidsrabIs research km hee* dons the past

year in m effort to 1mm who the mm were and how the activities war®

carried on# mid voluminous material© have beta added to the Tesentte

Museum iieseareh library#

Anti-litter exhibit# devised and built under the direction of

Associate Park Naturalist Boug Bufcbard# was installed la the fbyar of

the Toeeaite Ummm in February# SMMl exhibit has sine# received wide

publicity and favorable comment#

The University of California. aroheo logical survey team voider

contract to the Xatieaal Park Service# excavated selected erekeologleal

Tosomite National Park
California



*i%m in To®emit# T&u#y th© first part of X953# A nm

arohs© logical sunrey %mm from th* tfalwrftltgr of also

imd«r oontra*!* b#g» a nor# study of srAoologtosl sit##

is dim# 195%.

tn 1953 conform©## iNNPB i&lll Mr» %Mn*o#r»

^mMum architect who In daunting his mrvium# landing to the

drawing of preXistmry :>lane for the propoaod Mr aaapfir© mntm at

Gamp Xh# *hi# project is made potilbl# through th* donatio® of $lHt600

from Ofmrlm Shmml to the ?*•<■&*# lateral History Mmnimiim for

this jmrf*«#«

a training *#&£«* *%#* im protection mid tn%m*pret&Mm wm

h#ld as a pilot proj*et la th# To#*»lt# Hasten from May 3-?# 195*U

Th# Tossmlto Held Mkttl was tatSNNriM by oritr of Hi#

ttrootor issusd on Jmm&m J-l# 1953 ponding farfisr study of s§t te*

S«rrio# training p$$Mt in th* %ti©Bai HMI ^ith th* rsr»

ltas* of parson®*! from field School obligations the now

ehtMr#®1® natter* pragma has or#iaii#I* Biit 5-day w##k program
i

began on A#&# 2H*

foMalt* Hatiowl farfc
Galiforaia
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John C0 Preston
Superintendent
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Memorandum

To: The Director

JVom: Superintendent, •'oaeaite
¥

Subjects Superintendent8© Annual Heport (lAl) for Devils Postpile

Attached is the Superintendent1 s annual report for Devils

Postpile National Monument, 1953~I95^«

ihrents of importance which take place "before the end of

the fiscal year will "be reported in a supplementary report prior

to July 15.

In duplicate

Copy to; Regional Director, Hegion Pour, with copies of annual report (2)

RDMcIntyr©;jb
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X# Protection md Qenearratloft Ofcjeatlvee
%mni£jh Interpretation.

Boring the 1955 at Berlin affile National

Monument an exf«rieMet se&eoaal raagar, Mr. .^arl Heauth* with
mm twenty t#aeomt of aatur&llat and ranger experience in fire

national parka* acted m the representative of the park superin¬
tendent. In md around the Betils Peatpile area including Bed8 a

Meadow and ttsmoth lakes he participated in a anahar of .public

programs whore his thsrae mm the basic history. the objectives.
md policies of the l&tton&l Park %rsiee in which he is well

versed.

Although Mr. Homuth was not able to study the contents

of :fCW)h«^3 until the w^ek after the Uth of *hslyt he had already
put into practice many of the pa iota eufMaed while acting in the

dual role of ranger arid naturaliat for the iarea.

Perils Poetflla Matioaal l-kmument
California
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3» Coatfeoto

4 mwmwy of the lolwgtfwtlwi ocmtaet* imd# % Saagor

Hmttli during to# iter* goastm# *rime <& - Bwptmmm* 6# Is listed

Mbnrt

!♦ tfmilsido Contact to

2, £&%itpNitir# sign at
tat (tsaiMfeotaMO

3# Xatarprttlrt ^ro&raa# (19>

Oonteotod fri## (|>
r-. ^ufeHeatlottt Sold to

195^ ptopl*

smvU

Ifl? pooplo

3^ poopl#

1JS0 p#ople

Btrils ilfttlomal ilMlllilj
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gram unless its de¬
ferred character is in¬
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre¬
ceding the address.

-1201

W, P. MARSHALL. President of.
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