In reply refer to:
A2623

July 1, 1954

Memorandum
To: The Director
From: Superintendent, Yosemite

Subject: Superintendent's Annual Report (141) for Devils Postpile

Superintendent's annual report (Devils Postpile), 1953-1954, sub~-

mitted by this office on June 25,

o

|

There have been no events of importance to add to the .
RE)

<

John C, Preston
Superintendent

In duplicate
Copy to: Regional Director, Region Four

RilMcIntyre: jb



In reply refer to:

July 1, 195

To: The Jirector

Prom: Superintendent, Yosexite

Subjest: Superintendeat's smmmal Zeport (1A1) for Yosemite
There have been no events of Lmportance to add te the

%WM&M%M amual report (’%’»m&m? 1P 3-5k, submitted by
thies office om June 24,

#‘e@m @. ?mmm

In duplieate

RWMclIntyre: jb



In reply refer to

June 25, 195K

From: Superintendent, Yosemite
Subjest: Supe 4nmusl Report (141} for Yosemite
Attached is the Superintendent's sanoal repors for
Yosenite Uational Park, 1953 = Sb,
Evente of importance which take place before the
end of the ﬂmz. your will be reportsd in s eupplementary
raport prior %o July 15.

Joha U, Preston
Superintendent
In duplicate
Agtachment

 Copy to: Meglonal Director, Seglon

Pour with coples of the sanual
report (2)

REMc¢lIntyre: jb

E

FiLE COPY



is
Ze
3o

5o
o
7.
Be
a,
10,
i1.
12.

1,

Yosendte Hational Park, California

Hevised Scheduls of HAntrance Pees.
Bonefits Derived from Publie law ¥ 230,
Heawy Travel Year %o the Pk,
Forest Mire Control,
Police mwm&m.
Pprik Aceldents and Deaths.

silgepole Pine Heedleminer Spldenic
Hasardous Tree and lmb Pemoval
Whits Pins Blister Buss Approackes sha Pari,
Vista Clesring,
Proservation of Wawonn Punnel Tree,
The Yosemite Travel Survey,
Research and Interpretation.




i Revised Schedule of Jntrance Mees,

Following closely wupon the origilaal revision of poark
entrance fees placed in effeot on June 8, 1953 at Yosenite, &
reviged schedule of entrance fees was applied to the Sational
Parie and Momuments on June 16, 1954, The new schedule provided
the following fees for Yosemite National Park:

Autowobile fes,  (15-day permis) ey o
Automobile fee,  {mnnual permit) b, 00 6.00
Housetraller fee, (li-day pernit) 1,00 3.00
: Housetrailer fee, (anmual permit) 2,00 6,00
Motorayele fee,  (Ui-day permit) 1.00 1.00
Hotoreycle fee, (snnual permit) 2,00 2.00

YTosomite National Park
Galifornia



2. Benefits Derived from Public law # 230

Passage of Publie lav # 230 suthorised varions services,
including utility service, %o be furnished concessioners, econtractors,
permittecs, ete., on & reimbursement of appropristion basis %o the
axtent of costs. This Aot of Congress bascane lew on Jugust 3, 1983,
and materially aided various arsas such as Yosemite Hational Park

in the maintensnce and rehsbilitation of certain physie
during the flseal year 195k,

Tosenite Hationul Park
Californin



3. Heavy Travel Yesr $o the Park

During the cslendar year which snded December 31, 1993,
Yosemite Hational Park was visited by 969,225 people as compared
with 973,971 visitors in the calendar yesr of 1992, & loss of less
than & of one percent from the pravious record travel year of 1992,

& total of 262,285 motor vehicles entered the park as
compared with 258,206 during 1952, |

~ During the winter season from December 13, 1953 to
April 18, 195% a totel of 96,662 peopls visited the Dadger Pass ski
uren, as compared with 93,186 people lest year. The travel %o the
ski ares seb & new park record this past wister and weather sad snow
condi tions were vary good most of the winter.
e total vistters days use of the park for 1953 was

2,528,980 as compared with 2,563,323 in the yesr of 1952,

Yosenite Natlonal Park
California



k, Forest Fire Control

There were 79 forest fires during the year, the largest
number in park records., This wamber is more than double the 20
year average of 38% fires per season.

Tosemite has experienced larger single fires in previous
yoars, but never so many in sumber. This year there were six
projsct fires mraing at the ssme time, complicating the eontrol
problem.

The cauees of the fires were ws follows: Ilightning ~--
59; Smokers --- 16; Osupers aml Miscellaneous ~-- L, The high
nuaber of fires was due to several lightaing "busts” during the
SUMREr SeHBONL, _

The total sereage burned over was 4,212,22 scres,

The totel costs of all fires was $158,430,47,

Yosemite Hational “ark
California



5, Polise Protection

i total of 101 arrest cases wers taken before the U. 5.
Commissioner ia 1953 as compared with 55 the previous year, this
largs gain being due nainly %o the inocrease in arreste for speeding
and traffic violations. 4 speclal road patrol was MnMnm during
the gwmer wmonths, and during the weskends in winter, %o conirel
speeding snd traffic violations in order %o prevent car aceldents,
We believe that this road wml'hmﬁ to reduce accidents.

Tosemite National Park
California



6e  Park Aceldents and Desths

Of the 12 desths recorded in the park during flecal year
1954 only & were cumsed by socidents. |

The most unusual accident oosurred on June 21, 1954 when
Aseletant Chief lmnger, Charles R, Searborough was struck by rocks
falling from the oliff mear Clark's Point on the Nevsda Mll Twail.
Ho was killed inetautly. He and his horse wers swept off the trail
whils on a park trip to Merced lake in company with Parlk Ranger
Horbert wing. The horse too was killed instantly. This is the
first death of a parmenent ranger while on duty in Yosesite,

Other desths are sunusrized below:

2 drownings in the Merced Mver (perk visitors)

1 visitor was willed when his car hit & tres.

1 visitor was killed by a fall at the base of upper Yosemite
Pal is, :

7 were desths dus %o natursl csuses,

Yosemite Nabional Park
California



ha the swsner of 1953 sdvenced the vast spldemic of lodgepole
pine needleniner, smounting to approximasely 5,000 acres, becsme more
and more noticesble. Kven the genaral public reslized that something
was wrong in the lodgepole pine forests of the Tenaya Lake and Tnolwmne
Memdows nreas of the pavk, JIn the middle of September 11,
infosted forest between Tenays lake and Puolume Headows were uprayed
with a DOT formmlation by neans of airplane. The spraying operations
were based at the Deadman's Pass alrstrin on the Inyo National Forsst,

The very successful soplication was eompleted in six days. Pold tests

 are wnder vay 10 daternine the effect of She eurey uon dhe agest
infaetation, | |

Within the lodgepole pine nesdleminer epidemis ares o loeal
epidenic of the mountain nine buetls (Dandrootonus monsicola) was dise
govered late in 1993, In May of 195k & bark beetle control onup was
established m the Conness Gresk basin o tremt spproximately 2,000
bark beetls infested trees on 500 acres. Uhe esmn equipment end initial
supplies were alr dropped late in M and control work was still in

D00 aores of

progress at the end of June,

Yosemits ¥ational Park



8. Haszardous Tree and Limb Hemsoval

An sllotment of $7,000 was made available at the vegimaing
of the 1954 f1senl year for the removal of haswrdous trees end limbas
in the heavily utilised sress of Yoseuits Valley and some of the oute
grounds, This work has besn very successful asnd the wmmﬁ
overnment residential, the Old Village, all of the publie
unds of the Yosemite Vallay, and numercus other lsclabed arsess
have been clearsd of great mmbers of hasardons limbe and desd tress,
These areas are safer for use by the public than they have been for

NANY JFOUrs.

Yosemite Hational Park



9, White Pine Blister Bust Approsches the Park

& considerabdls southward advanoement of the known occurrence
of the dresded White Pine Blister Must was recorded last fall when
scouts ploked up ¥he rust on sugsr pine trees in the Herring Cresk
drainage only 11 miles from the northwest portion of the park, The

park will have scouts in the fleld during the 1954 f161d assson to
check powsible sites for the ocourrence of the rust. Yet another re-
appraisal of the Yhite Pine Blister Must Control program resulted in
the eliminition of 13,380 acres from ths approved 1947 re-appraisal,
The program now calls for eradication work onm 82,126 seres of which
£2,622 uores were on maintensnes at the end of the 1953 field season.
$1ightly less than 60% is now on maintesance.

Tosemite Hational Park
California



10, Vista Clearing

in llotment of $7,000 vas made available &t the beglnaing
of the 1954 fiscel yenr for vista clearing of 10 approved areus,
That the work has been of value and appreciated by the public s
‘MM ia $he use of the parking spaces svailsble in the lmmediate
vicinity of the vista cleared aress. The Yosemite falle, Bridalveil
Falls, Z1 Umpiten, and Thres Brothers views sre now clearly attractions

readily seen in balanced forest settings.

Yosemite National Park
Californis



1i. Preservation of Yawons Tannel Tree

After n detalled study was made of the alerming amount
of nman erosion sbout the dase of the World Pamous tree wheve
exposure and death of feeder roots was impairing the vigor and
1ife of the tree, a maintenance project was instituted %o pravent
Parther damege by human fout.

| A wet stone wall was placed in May ssd June, 19%% %o hold
both soil and moisture in place on the upper side of the tree, and

the exposed root system was covered with Sequoda limbe to protect
the thousende of fesder rootlats,

\ Yosemite Hational Park
California



12, Park Concession Improvements

During fiscal yesr 19%Y, a new stors and grill at Vewona
was bullt by the Yosemite Park wnd Curry Company. Rosds and parking
ares adjacent to the dovelopment were completed by park wmi.
_ An axtensive addition waes mode %o the Tuoluwane Headows
Store parking area with park funds,. ;
The wing extension to the lewis Memorial NHospital in
Yosemite Valley was completed in December 1954 by the MM&
Construction Company of Redwood City, Califorais at = ﬁnﬁ of 22k, 32,
Work continued during the year on the construction of the
meﬁe Village ares ubility improvements for the propossd consiruction
sgasn-lonohoe, Ine. and the Yosemite Park and Curry Company.

Yosenite Hautional Parik
California



13+ The Yosemite Travel Survey

Pield work for the Yosemite Travel Survey was completed in
Ogtober 1953 after the questiomnaires for the fall period were turned
in, A1l forme were edited snd coded and sent to the California State
Division of Highways where the 1.B.M. goding and tabulations were come
pleted by March 1954, The Region Four office started work on analysing
and tabulating the coded information, but due to expected personnel
chenges responsibility for this phewse of the project was turned over
to Yosemite ia April. Work on & rough draft of the report has besn
aceomplished primarily on an evening and wm'wsm baosuse of the
demande of & heavy spring work losd for all park operations; so progress
has bean adnittedly alow,

Yosemite Hautional Purk
California



4, Research and Interpretation

The Shres year research project on the status of fish in
the lakes and streams of Yosemite futional Park, 'ndertaken by Ranger
Qﬁ%mlh Yo mws snd sponsored by a gift of 5000 from Mps, Mary Curyy
Tresidier, cene %o & close in December 19%3. Prior %o his transfer to
Lake Mesd Recremtional Aress me naturalist, Amager Wallis sompleted an
extensive report and file on the fish ecology of park lakes. Insed
upon this report, certuin changse wers recommended in fishing regulations
for the park. Present work of this nature is being curried on by Hange
Glenn Gallison who returned %o the park from the 5th Departmentel Nanage-
| nent School of the Department of Interior, Washington, D. C.
flemr the orest of the Sierrs lie the Mogan group of mines,
Although the Great slerra Consolidated 51ilver Company spent nearly &
half million dollars in this venture in the early 18808, little has besn
recorded of the operation. Considerabls research has besn done the past
yoar in an offort to lesrn who the men were and how the activities were
carried on, snd voluminous waterials have besn adied to the Yosemite
Huseum Research library.
 Auti-1iteer exhibit, davised and bullt wuder the diveoton of
Agmociate Park Haturalist Doung Ihbiard, was mmm in the foyer of
the Yosemite Huseum in Pebruary. This exhibit hus since recelved wide
publicity and favorable comment,
 The University of Californis srcheological survey tesm under
contruct to the National Park Service, excavated selested archeologloal

: Yosenite lational Pari



 oites in Yosemite Valley the firet part of September 1953, & new
archeologionl survey team from the %ﬂwa&ﬁy of Californisa, also
under contract, began a wore extensive study of archeological sites
in June 195, ' a

In December 1953 conferences bagan with Kr, K. 7. Spencer,
San Franoisoo architect vho s donmnting his services, leading to the
am&w of preliminsry nlans for the proposed new mfim& center at
Camp 1, This project is made possible mm@n the donation of $14,500
from Charles Shamel %o the Yosemite Sutural History Association for
this purpose. | ' |

4 Praianing conference in protection and interpretation wae
held as & pilot project in the Yosemite Museum from May 3-7, 195k,

 The Yosemite Meld School was suspended by order of the

Director lssued on December 31, 1953 pending further study of an in-
Service training progrem in the Hatlonsl Psrk Service. With the re~
lease of personnel from Pleld Sahool obligations the new summer-long

ghildren's nature program has been organized, This S-dsy wesk progran
began on Junn 28,

Yosemite Hational Park
California



In reply refer to

42623
Memorandum
To: The Director
From: Superintendent, Yosemite 3

Subject: Superintendent's Annual Report (1A1) for Devils Postpile
Attached is the Superintendent's annual report for Devils

Postpile National Monument, 1953-195k,

Events of importance which take place before the end of

the fiscal year will be reported in a supplementary report prior

to July 15.

John C, Preston
Superintendent

In duplicate

Copy to: Regional Director, Region Four, with copies of anmual report (2)

RNMcIntyre: jb



ie  Protection wnd Conssrvation Oblectives

2. Pmo baotion and Publle &ﬁi&‘&imﬁ
Je  Anterpresive Contacts,



e m&xg ‘m mmﬁm Objectives

During the 1953 season at Devils Postpile Mational
Homument an experienced seasonal rangsr, Mp. Ssrl Homuth, with
over twanty ssasons of naturalist asand ranger oxperi
tendent. In mnd avound the Devils “ostpile area inelwding Red's
Headow and Mammoth lalkes he participated in a musber of publie
programe where his theme was the basic history, the objectives,
tnd poliedes of she Hational Park Servias in which he is well

Although Hr, Homudh wos not able o study the oontente
of F0-5453 until the week after the Nth of July, he had sivesdy
put into prectice meny of the points ouslined while astine in
dual role of renger sad naturalist for the ares.

Devils Postpile Hational lomament
California



2. Protection snd Publie Relations

by & noagonal ranger of the Yowmite force who was supervised by
the Twolwme Headows Distriet Banger. From September G, through
Dotobar, Mr. Verres of the U. 8. Forest Service stasionsd at Red's
Heudow Ranger Station weted for the Hational Park Service in protect-
ing the ares.

31,889 persons visited the area M the tduwe the road
was free of smow, A total of 1,621 pesple used the caupground

thelr informal programs. Thirtyesix resorts wers visited in five days.
& good cooperative velationship was entered into with
He. Verrot of the U. 8. Forest Service at Ned's Headow: langn
contributed 9 howrs on nearby fires and 3 hours as an interoy
the U. 5, Forest Service sampgrounds
Friendly relations ware matntained betwsen Hanger Hom
and David Swain, son~in-law of Archie Mahan, thw concessioner at fled's
 Mesdow. Both Mr. Swatn snd Hemsth spent oonsideradls Sime in helptug
each other to csrry out informal interpretive urograns in the iLmmediate
B 88,

Devils lestpile Hational Monwsent
: alifornin



3¢ Interpretvive Contacts

& swmery of the interpretive sontacts mads by Ranger
 Howath during the short seoson, June 24 - September 6, is listed
below:

1. Trailside Gontacts 1950 people

2,  interpretive Sign at
the Yestpile (umattended) 25485 people

3+ Interpretive Programs (19) 1987 people
tuated Tripe (7) | 32k people
5. Publications Sold to 1380 people

Devils Postpile Hational Monmmmen
Galifornie
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SYMBOLS

DL=Day Letter

S .7 86" -1201 NL=Night Letter :
; r"“'i_";l : ii N LT=Int’l Letter Telegram

‘ VLT=Int’l Victory Ltr. *

\ 3

W, P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT

r’ : %
CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-
gram unless its de-
ferred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
\ceding the address.

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of r 619) [ST

F V3% | | },ifx
0«SFG243 GOVT PD=WUX SANFRANCISCO CALIF 21 19379%P“jfxmf 5
SUPT YOSEMITE NATL PARK= %

Y=

‘A26 23« HAVE NOT YET RECEiVED DUPL ICATE COP!ES YOUR

PLEASE SUBMIT SOON AS POSS!BLEL ADVANCE AT&ENTION AL SO
CALLED TO SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT DUE WASHINGTON GFFICE
JULY 15 WITH COPIES THIS OFFICE=

:MERRIAM REGIONAL DIRECTOR=

A2623 1A1 15=

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE




