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Tosemit© lational Park

California

Axagust 1» 193®*

The Director,
National Park Service,

Washington, D. C«

Bear Br. Director?

There is transmitted herewith the annual
report for Tosemit© latlonal Park for the fis¬
cal year ending June 30, 193®.

We regret very much that, due to the
extremely heavy press of administrative matters
here, Its submission has been delayed beyond
July 15.

Sincerely yours,

Lawrence 0. Merrlam,
Superintendent.

SJ
Inc.



ToSemite lational Park

California
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Tfftr 1916

Jun® 30» 193$, marked the close of an extremely active and inter¬

esting year in Togemite. Sher© were* a© usual, many problem®t

large numbers of visitor*, adverse weather conditions which created

real emergencies, and an ever-increasing amount of administrative and

routine activities in each of the divisions here. We feel that to

the park visitor, however, there was no outward semblance of a tre¬

mendously busy organisation, but only a comparatively smooth opera¬

tion designed to assist and control people efficiently and with the

least possible amount of interference.

The k&l9k$p visitors who cam® to Tosemite during the 1937 travel

year were the greatest bona fide number recorded here in any year.

Travel during the present travel year is somewhat less than last,

however, evidently due principally to the flood conditions which

were encountered in December throughout the state, the closing of

approach roads during winter and spring months by slides caused by

flood damage and general saturation, and the flooding of highways in

the lowlands during the spring.
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WiaTHEE ©ae to its unusual character this year during the winter, the

CO&DITIQKS weather and its effects should have comment. lormal conditions

were encountered up to December, 1937* hut on December 11 and IS a

rather serious and damaging flood inundated approximately 50 per

cent of Tosamite Talley under a considerable amount of water. A

total of 11.5** inches of precipitation, in the form of rain entirely,

was recorded in the T&lley during the period December 9 to IB,

inclusive. This, coupled with unusually warm temperatures for

December and the consequent melting of the saowpaek which already

lay in the higher portion® of the park, brought the flood conditions

which sent the Merced Biver far beyond its banks, causing a large

amount of damage to physical Improvements. The All Tear Highway

along the Merced Oanyon below the park boundary was undermined badly

for several miles, and at two points within the park this road was

rendered impassable for some time. It was not until December Jl,

almost three weeks after the flood, that travel from Merced to the

park was resumed over the All Tear Hi^iway, under convoy control

through the damaged areas, and convoy controls on IB miles of the

road outside of the park boundary are still in effect. The washout

of a large fill on the W&woaa load during the actual flood period

served to isolate the park entirely for a three-day period. The

park was isolated again on february 11 and IB, when both the All Tear

Highway and the Wawona Bead were closed by slides; and the All Tear

Highway remained closed for three additional days after the lBth.



SECTION OF THE ALL-TEAB HIGHWAY TBELOff ARCH BOCK
BADLY DAMAGED BT FLOOD fATSBS

WASHED OCT PORTION OF THE LARGE FILL ON THE
WAWONA ROAD AT GROUSE CREEK. FLOOD STACK
WATERS IN DECaffiBB COT SQPAKELT ACROSS THE

BOAS AT THIS POINT.
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Estimates of damage to physical improvements of the Rational

Rark Service within the park* including roads and trails, caused

directly by the December flood, amounted to $271•750• and appropria¬

tions were received to undertake the necessary rehabilitation work.

Reconstruction projects are still under way* although mch of

the work has been done.

Unusually heavy precipitation was common throughout the northern

and central portions of California between December 9 end 12.

During the latter part of the winter, a tremendously heavy

snowpack was built up In the high country, the heaviest in years,

total precipitation for tho whole fiscal year amounted to 58-99

inches* sotting a now record for precipitation within the park by

exceeding the previous record year of 1906-7 when precipitation

amounted to 56.17 inches. As indicated* a large portion of the

precipitation cane as snow during the latter part of the winter, and

the effect this spring and summer has been striking. the waterfalls

and river have stayed higher than usual, to the delight of summer

visitors. fhe flora is lush and is remaining green for & longer

period* and wildlife undoubtedly benefits by such conditions.



Use of the pork during the winter months declined. considerably

from the former year, Burlap the period December 1, 1937. to March

31# 193i. inclusive, a total of 3&#f&3 visitors cane iato the park,

compared with 51,233 the previous year. A total of 25,63% war®

counted at the ski fields at Badger Pass, compared with 35*®%$ th@

winter before.

It is interesting to not® that thm% mm 11,630 visitors to the

park la Smmrp m& 10,289 ia February, together mwmting to almost

63 per cent of th# total travel to the park taring th# past winter

season; only §#8f5 visitors cam® in December and 7,099 in March.

^he low travel la December was te, of course, to the flood conditions,

closing of roads, and unfavorable conditions generally for winter

sports at that tin#.

Ike Badger P&e® ski house was operated during the latter part of

December, but there was only % to 8 inches of snow available that south,

an insufficient amount to cover all the ski runs. Q00& skiing was not

enjoyed at Badger Pass until th® latter part of January, te* to lack of

snow until that tin#. Snow depths at Badger Pass reached a maximum of

11 feet on February If. Sit ski house and upski were operated until

May 1, although visitors did a little skiing there during Map. Heavy

snows closed the road into Badger Pass for several days during February.

4s In former years, on week-ends when weather and skiing conditions were

favorable, the Badger Pass parking area proved to be too small, and it

was necessary to plow out the Glacier Point Bead above Badger Pass for a

short distance to provide suitable parking space for the overflow.



SHOW CONDITIONS INCOUNTERED OH THE QtACIER POINT ROAD
TO BADORE PASS IK UTS WINTER

BADGBR PASS SKI HOUSE, WITH MAIN SKI HILL IK BACKGROUND,
IK MID-WINTER
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MAfQl Coast ruction work m the now Big Oak Hat and floga roads within

BOaBS the park was carried on actively. With the exception of gaps at

Cascade, fmmxmte, and filde&t creeks* whore "bridges haw# not yet

been construct ®&s a new road grade is now awall&bl© from the floor

of the taller over the new Big Oak Hat load to Crane flat and on the

new flogs Bead fro® Orane Hat to a point near the old flogs. Bead?

this new roadway 1# not rot in condition,, of course, for us# by the

public. Projects consisted during the past year include the finish¬

ing In all respects of the two short tunnels near the taller floor;

the holing through of the long tunnel abort Cascade, tamarack, and

Wildcat creeks; rough grading of the entire distance from the long

tunnel to Crane Hat? and completion of the South Pork fuolusme Bridge

on the new Tioga load* the stone guardrail on the first section of

the new Big 0®k flat load, leading fro® the Taller floor is practically

complete. A contractor is starting this summer on the pawing of

the new Big Oak flat load fro® the long tunnel three.# Crane flat and

on the new fioga load as far as the South fork of the fuolumae Hirer.

Work is being undertaken this summer to construct the short

section of road remaining between the end of present construction on

the new Tioga Bead and MaSwain Meadows, near white *olf • on the old

flogs load. The pawing of the 11.6 mile stretch of the new Tioga

load from Cathedral Creek through fuolumne Meadows to fioga Pass was

completed in the fall of 1937-



COMPLETED PORTAL AT THE UPPER END Of THE FIRST T
OK THE HBW RIO OAK FLAT ROAR

PORTICO OF THE STONE GUARD RAIL BEING CONSTRUCTED
OK THE LONER SECTION Of THE BIG OAK FLAT ROAD REAR

THE FLOOR OF TOS®*m FALLOT
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KSW RESIDENCE CONSTRUCTED UNDER CCC IH THE
LOSS ARROW RESIDENTIAL AREA

PORTI Oil OP THE MIRROR LAKE ROAD WASHED (JOT COMPLETELY
BY TENAYA CREEK DURINO THE DECEMBER FLOOD PSRICO



SHE OLD CASCADE GREEK BRIDGE OK THE ALL-YEAit HIGHWAY
SHORTLY AFTER RECEDING OF THE HIGH WATER DURING THE

DECEMBER FLOOD PERIOD.

KB? OOLYEW INSTALLATION TOR THE ALL-TSAR HIGHWAY
AS CASCADE CRESK, HEPLACIHG SHE BRIDGE STRUCTURE

RUINED IK SHE DECEMBER FLOOD
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VIKW OP WILLOW GROWTH OH A LARGE COT BA ^K OP THB
WAfOHA HOAD AT TROITSK CD
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House trailers war® not permitted la th® park during th® winter

month®. fhis restriction was adopted as a safety measure due to
:

ley rood conditions* .and also to lack of sanitation facilities for

sueh trailers in the falley during the winter.

FSHSJO In the main the public utility operators had a good year,

UTILITY althou^i the flood conditions and consequent lower travel was torn#

OMifcTOas deterrent to business. 1© mew services were rendered by the

principal operator, the fosemit# Park and Ourry Oogamy, although a

new High Sierra Cmp at May lake was constructed to take the place

of the ®mp formflj located at feneyn Lake. fhe general store

operated by the Ooaoany in the Old Tillage, and the Old Tillage

Pavilion which is used principally for the showing of motion pic¬

tures, suffered m good deal of water damage due to the December

flood,

last's Studio, Inc., was opened for business in the spring of

1937» and has rendered continuous photographic service since.

loys®fi$1 Studio was also open all year. Mrs. Foley's Yosesaile

Falls Studio was closed during the winter season. Following some

alteration in the building, legman's Delicatessen reopened, this spring

after the usual winter shutdown.



TOSSUm LODGE CABISS DAMAffiSB BT BLOOD WAfflSRS
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The principal land acquisition matter is, of course. the Garl

AOqpl- lam area of $*£06.7$ across authorised by Congress Im 1937 for addi-

§17208$ tien to Tossmite Sfational Fark. There has been contiguous activity

of a highly varied nature and of considerable importance concerning

this project which required constant attention and coordination

throughout the year. Options have been secured from two owners who

have interests within the acquisition area# namely Mrs. 2>. A. Curry

and 7. I. Carlon. An option from the State of California is antici¬

pated in the near future. Agreements as to purchase price have not

been made with the Tosessite Sugar Fine Lumber Company, the To semi t®

Fewer Company, or Ceorg® mad Steve Quaeo. The United States is

preparing condemnation data concurrently with attempts to negotiate

for settlement of the various interests involved, these data to form

the basis of a condemnation case against those who have interests in

the area but with whom it is mot possible to negotiate a mutually

satisfactory purchase price.

The purchase of 115-6 acres of land owned by John 1. Tyrrell

in Section 35 at Wawona was fully consummated at a cast to the

Oovemment of $17»130.5$» one-half of the purchase price having been

donated by the owner.
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A PART OP THE CASCADE OCC GAMP AFTER TKB DECEMBER FLOOD
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$*o 000 companies remained throughout the winter, and two

additional companies wore "breast in this spring principally for

Bihes control work, on® located at Oram® flat and the other at

Middle fork a short distance outside of the park in the Stanislaus

Hational forest.

BADIO Badio communication continued to prow® highly useful in several

phases of operation her®. It was of assistance during the flood

period in December idien roads into the park were impassable. It is,

of course, of much service after the first snows of winter, which

usually bring down telephone lines to outpost stations. On emer¬

gencies of almost any character it Is highly valuable.

JUTIOKAL To Semite was responsible for the Devil Fostpile National Menu-

'JQMmM meat and the Joshua Tree f&tioaal Monument. One ranger was stationed

ABMXmS- at Devil Fostpile during the summer months, but no personnel was

mtfim assigned to Joshua, Tree. It was possible, through careful budgeting,

to construct 30 camp tables with attached benches for the Devil

Fostplle Motional Monument out of funds allotted to that area for the

193S fiscal year. lo development of any nature has been undertaken

by the Service at the Joshua Tree Batlenal Monument.

FEBSOSESl Two permanent employees transferred from Tosemite during the

CHAINS year. Banger Wilfred I. Merrill transferred to the Boulder Dam

Recreational Area in November. Junior Bacteriologist Russell 0.

White transferred to the federal food and Brag Administration, at

San Francisco, in December.
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Two members of the permanent organisation In Tosemlte passed

away. Banger William M. Beymawi died of natural onuses In San

Francisco on January 1, 193&. Mechanic Bavid 1. Sewall died of

natural causes la Merced on May 22, 193#. Both men had had long

periods of service In Toaemite. and were well-known here, Their

absence is felt keenly by all who knew them.

V. 1 SQMLhABBOUS the placing of signs warning people of the deceptive distances

across the Merced Elver in Tosemlte Taller and of the low temperature

of the water was of assistance in informing visitors of the potential

hasard of swimming in the river. Imergeaey ropes« together with

rafts and buoys, were also provided for use in case of accident.

the most tragic accident of the year here was the crash of a

TE& airliner in the park. The plane# with a total of nine persons

aboard, had disappeared on the stormy night of March 1# and efforts

of the airline company to trace or locate it were futile, although it

was presumably somewhere in the Sierra. On June 12 the wrecked

plane was located by 1. 0. Collier 111 on Buena Tista Crest in the

southern portion of the park. Collier, a former CCC enrollee at

Tosemlte, was carrying out his own planned searching program for the

plane when the discovery was mode. ill of the crew and passengers

had been killed.
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I

OHUKOH Ohurch send ces for various denominations were conducted under

the general direction of Dr. Barnes A. White* Ineeutive Secretary of
4 • '

. »

the Toseaite National Park Church. Several hundred persons attended

the special Sunrise Service at Mirror l*ake on latter morning.

liawrenoe 0. Merrlam,

Superintendent.
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Tosemite national 2Park

California

fttt, i. 1»I31(1

3xm® 30. 193®' marked the ©Ids# of an extremely active and inter¬

esting year in legendie. tlhere were* as usual, many problems,

large numbers of visitors, adverse weather condition* which created

real emergencies, and an ever-increasing aisount of administrative and

routine activities in each of the divisions here. We feel that to

the park visitor, however, them was no outward semblance of a tre¬

mendously busy organisation, but only a comparatively smooth opera¬

tion designed to assist and control people efficiently and with the

least possible amount of - inberfp rence.

The Ugl,H$p visitors who cam# to loeemlte during the 1937 travel

year were the greatest bona fide number recorded here in any year,

travel during the present travel year is somewhat less than last,

however, evidently due principally to the flood conditions which

were encountered in Beoember throughout the state, the closing of

approach roads during winter and spring months by slides caused, by

flood damage and general saturation, and the flooding of highways in

the lowlands during the spring.
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fWtM Vm of the park during the winter months dealt&M considerably

frow the fonaer year. Boring the period Beeember 1* 1937. to March

31t 193&» inclusive, a total of 3**##^3 visitors osiae into the park,

compared with 5X*&53 the previous year. A total of 2§*6$* wore

counted at the ski fields at Badger limit eeapared with 35,&X2 the

winter before.

It is interesting to not# that there war® 11,630 visitors to the

park la January and 10# iff in February* together amounting to almost

63 per cent of the total travel to the park during the past winter

season? only 5tS52§ visitors ®mm in timmhmr and 7*099 in Maroh.

She low travel In ^ombor wms duo, of courts* to the flood conditions##

closing of roads, and unfavorable conditions generally for winter

sports at that time.

*8h*t ledger %»• ski house was operated during tho latter part of

B®ee»ber# hut there wm only H to $ inches of snow available that month,

an insufficient amount to cover all the ski rims. Good skiing was not

enjoyed at Badger Pass until the latter 'part of January* due to lack of

mmm until that time. Snow depths at Badger Pass reached a mnxlmm of

11 feet on February If. the ski house and upski war® operated until

May 1, although visitors did a little skiing there during May. Heavy
snows closed the road into Badger Pass for several days during February.
As in former years, on week-ends when weather and skiing conditions were

favorable, the Badger Pass parking area proved to be too small* and it

was necessary to plow out the Glacier Point Hoed above Badger Pass for a

short distance to provide suitable parking space for the overflow.



Additional mtk on th# ski trails in th# Badger Pass arse was

performed by the 000 during the sumor and autumn months.

Conditions for winter sports in Totesait# ?&lley wore generally

not food* fho skating rink at (tap Curry wm not opened until

Daoofiihor $3» later than plaimod, beoattso of warm wftathor. loo

skating was o»j©y©& intermittently during January for a total of

about half of the month* being intorruptM the remainder ©f the month

by Inolfimont woathar. filar© was m steting in fobruary duo to

hoary rains and snows in the fallsy* and attempts to maintain the

ioo rink wore abandoned for th# winter* following a relatively

light snowfall in the falley* on January 30 the toboggan slldo«

sleighs iB4 dog teams worn in operation for the first time during

the winter* /

ieis /4*w ^ 4u^J
8»9* naml cost# w#re nfrwrt MM **■» w« to MMwyw**—-*—*»

4-0 r#!a+tVely Sr'Mfali fhAMtfk *»* i-kA ?$rk /
but wi th--sioi^-ftmrfrw-'" $sft oar tfeoHfasamni"ftnuft and * thi

-

Ir~4/\s &$>'►>» yt&rSj
XShortage of equipment

©oepsllod the suspension of mow removal on the Claoior Point Bead
cu-icf M$r*i ft f-Sr*- b 4 y in* */ 6rr*v||y

beyond the Badger Pass area after the middle of Jama.iy, ihmy

as far as Badger Pass 'fspmsifil'^fts febwwgyr^flio romi,JLnto^_

«» Unrippta 0ro*w of Big *r*** «*• «a*o al««*l for pwioA* following

hoary storms*,..



 



 



One of the most urgent necessities la the Valley Is tha tnatal-

latlon of a pressure balancing tank for tha water system For tha

paat few summers water pressure ia tha Valley mains has deeraaeed

alarmingly daring tha period of heasy demand, and a seasonal order

restrioting primarily the use of miter for irrigation and sprinkling
f

has hean customary. An exceedingly low water pressure such aa has

haan experienced during tike past few summer seasons is dangerous
'

; ' ' ' ' ' : . »' ' % .. . ■ ' ■ ■ '. " ' ' •' ' : '
, , »' t :

p$rtimUrly9 of oourtt, In moo of tiro.

$ht ?@lXtr ttMrtg* «3T*tt®# and also that at 9WLnmo Mtadowt,

ttre in mo at tlatt during tht mmmr %hmiv dotsIffmd

Oap&aitit®.

Imm trail m&intmmm allotaoats ter# ompmlltd th©

tim of amtilablt fmtm on tha mo% popular trails, to tha dotrinout

of mm idiot of outlying traila* Ttm most popular and hsarlly uttd

trail® art la good ooMitiom tactspt for tli* oil oaks* thieh it

deteriorating progrtsaivoly.
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FUSI there were 36 reportable forest fire® during the ye&r, $9
FlOOTOflOi Glass a and 11 Ola.** B, with a total Burn-over of iB.hh acres.

Fourteen of these fires war© caused By lightning* 17 By seekers* J

Bgr oanp fires# 1 By a firecracker* and 1 By insect control operations.

Ore&it la due the detection ^1$ dispatching *?*%m9 md tho comtmt

availability of 000 suppression crews* for promptness in locating
and eattsagul®blng the fir#® Before each damage ma don#.

IIr® mmkimg alga® way® posted conspicuously# prohibiting smoking

while fsOf4a§ or traveling inside of Tosess&ie Kotlcnal Fork Below an

deration of 7#OO0 foot above sea level* except along paved roads#

la eocps* picnic and regularly inhabited areas# &M oa the floor of

Tosamit# Talloy mat of tit® Fohoao Bridges &»d prohibiting oil firo®

within Toaassit® National Ftttk Below an elevation of 7»000 foot#

except at designated camp grounds* hotela, lodge®# other regularly

inhabited area®# mad m river Beaches la Toewait# Talley.

A ultillt firs protection training school was hold %reh If -

22 under the direct ion of Assistant forester Barrows of the Branch

of Forostfy. It wot attended By Tosomlt# personnel and other member®

of the Service* By representative® of the forest Service, and a

representative of the State of California. A representative of the

Pacific Marine Supply Company# and a member of the Federal Bureau ©f

Investigation, participated in demonstration and Instruction.

training schools for 000 personnel at each of the camp®, demon¬

strating proper use of tools and methods of suppression* were con¬

ducted By Assistant Chief Hanger Wagner.



The principal concern toring the year was the control of bear*.

Authority ms secured to dispose permanently of a United sambor of

unruly individuals who wove not smceptib&e to tseggdng and novlag

to portions of the park away ^ Tosenite Tailor* Several were

transferred to the too Fmdret Hatlonal forest in Seethes* California,

Boars, as a result, have not been nearly m bothersome to campers and

residents so far during the 193® season* there still Is a surplus

of beers living m the floor of the Taller ot the preset tine,

hsscler.
|

:%e now regulation prohibiting the feeding, touching, teasing*

or molesting of 'boars is will worth still®. Compared with previous

years* the number of hear injuries up to the elose of the fisoal year

was almost negligible.

Several hundred, ground squirrels were hilled around developments

in the Taller.

fish planting last wmmv was completed in August* with a total

of 3^1*300 S&stera Brook* *H53#000 Haiabov* and 150,700 loch hmm

placed in lakes and streams. These three groups total 9^5*000.

fishing last year me good* but fishing conditions In general

received a e*t~haek for the early part of 193®• 'She flood conditions

dosing the winter undoubtedly killed many fish, and the high water

throughout the spring and early summer reduced success In angling to

a sdnlmm* although many good aetohes were made. The high water

took out entirely the egg-»taking station at frog Creek near X»ake

Heanor* and it will have to be wholly re-built this season. Ho



*<5

i

1

1

5

3

1

*

3

89

i

tS5

3

sr><-«

1

*

mm9t

t

m
tIi

§

I

I

I

I.

I

I

14*

I%?I1|4

m1#*§l1IJt#feme4*I§%il

ts

,!
iHi!

€w*f

3I»«o



1*»

louse trailers were m% permitted 1m the park during the winter

months. Thi® restriction mm adopted an a safety steamm* due to

toy road ooadlUoftii mad also to look of sanitation faeilitio® for

suoh trailers in the Vellsy during the viator*

Wi&XO la the ssatm the publio utility operators had a food year#

BflLIff although, the flood eendltions and eoaseouent lower travel was so®#

$fj$Hdf0BS deterrent to business. Io sew serwlees were rendered by the

principal operator# the tmmit® fork sad ferry ^a^r, although a

new High Sierra Clamp at May lake was ©oustrunted to take the plaoe

of the ®mp forwrly located at fsngsy* Lake. the general store

operated by the Oeupmy la the Old tillage* and th# Old tillage

f&wlllen whleh is used principally for the showing of motion pie-

tnrss, suffered ® good deal of water damage do# to the ftmmfomr

flood*

Best's Studio* Xnus.♦ we opened for business in the spring of

1937» and has rendered continuous photographic service sine#.

Boysens* Studio me also open all year. Mrs. folsy5# Tossmiie

falls Studio we# oloeed during the winter season. following mm

alteration in the building, Bern's Belioatesses reopened this spring

after the usual winter shutdown.
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$wo members of the permanent organisation In Tosemite passed

away. Hanger William h. Beynasn died of natural o&uses In Ban

Francisco on January l, Mechanic Bawid 1* Bewail died of

natural ceaases in Merced on May 193$» Both mn had had long

periods of service in Tosemite. and war# well-fenown here. Their

absence is felt keenly by all who knew them*

«ISCSLUS1OTS ^ planing of signs warning people of the deceptive distances

across the Merced Hirer In ToSemite falley and of the low teaperntwe

of the water was of assistance in informing visiters of the potential

h&s&rd of swimming in the river. leaergs&ey ropes* toother with

rafts and buoys. were also provided for use in ease of accident.

The most tragic accident of the year here was the crash of a

SNA airliner in the park. The plane* with a total of nine persons

ahoard, had disappeared on the stormy ni#t of March 1* and efforts

of the airline company to trace or locate it were futile, although it

was presumably somewhere in the Sierra. On June 12 the wrecked

plane was located by H. 0. Collier III on Buena Viet* Crest in the

southern portion of the park. Collier, a former CCO enrolls# at

Tosemite. was carrying out his own planned searching program for the

plane when the discovery was made. All of the crew and passengers

had been killed.



Qhureh mm m* for various dwmiiaritioiis ware conducted under

the general direction of Br. Pastes A. %ita* Isieoutiva Secretary of

the fosemite national %rk Church. Several hundred parsons attended

the special Sunrise Service at Mirror take on faster coming.

%*mrmm G. Merrinsi,

Superintendent.
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-.oseny-t^ national park

Fourth Regional Office
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR YOSEMITE MP

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE

IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure

to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,
17 8 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OPTICE 6 7410 ZJ LTSCtOT.



OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

CALIFORNIA
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AUG
"

^Aagast 8 . ,1

Regional Director, Region IV,
National Park Service, 0

601 Sheldon Building
San Francisco,

Dear Sir?

We are transmitting herewith for your infor¬
mation a copy of the Annual Report for Yosemite
Natioii^ksPark for the fiscal year ending June
3 *

\ ^ While the "Land Acquisitions" section of
report on pages 15 and l6 is not strictly

ffidential, "we feel sure you will realize
that it is of at confidential character and it is

requested that it be treated as such.

Sincerely yours,

Snc.



7oSemite Mational Park

California

&M$£ MSSPG3SutmnlZum.mSSL

nwA Tfay 1918

June 30# 193$* marked the close of an extremely active and inter

estlag year in Tosemit®, fher© were, as usual# many problems,

large numbers of visitors# adverse weather conditions which created

real emergencies, and an ever-increasing amount of administrative and

routine activities in each of the divisions here. We feel that to

the park visitor# however# there was no outward semblance of a tre¬

mendously busy organisation, but only a comparatively smooth opera¬

tion designed to assist and control people efficiently and with the

least possible amount of interference.

fhe kgl,k$2 visitors who came to Tosemite during the 1937 travel

year were the greatest bona fid® number recorded here in any year,

travel during the present travel year is somewhat less than last,

however, evidently due principally to the flood conditions which

were encountered in December throughout the state, the closing of

approach roads during winter and spring months by slides caused by

flood damage and general saturation, and the flooding of highways in

the lowlands during the spring.



2

WX&S8EE Xkm to its unusual character this year during the winter, the

OOmiflom weather and its effects should hare cessment, Menem! conditions

were encountered up to December* 1937* hut on December 11 end 12 a

rather serious and damaging flood Inundated approximately 50 pef

cent of Tosemit© Valley under a considerable amount of water. A

total of 11*5** Inches of precipitation, in the form of rain entirely,

was recorded in the Valley during the period December 9 to 12,

inclusive. This, coupled with unusually warm temperatures for

December and the consequent melting of the smowp&ek which already

lay in the higher portions of the park, brought the' flood conditions

which sent the Merced liver far beyond its banks, causing a large

amount of damage to physical improvements. The All Tear Highway

along the Merced Canyon below the park boundary was undermined badly

for several miles, and at two points within the park this road was

rendered tsmassable for some time. It was not until December Jl»

almost three week® after the flood, that travel from Merced to the

park was resumed over the All Tear Midway, under oosnroy control

through the damaged area®, and convoy control® on 12 mile® of the

road outside of the park boundary are still in effect. The washout

of a large fill on the bmteaa load during the actual flood period

served to isolate the park entirely for a three-»day period. The

park was Isolated again on February 11 and 12, when both the All Tear

Highway and the Wawoaa load were closed by slides; and the All Tear

Highway remained closed for three additional days after the 12th.
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Bee of the park during the winter mnths declined considerably
BS$ from the former year, Boring the period Beoetiiher 1* 1937* to March

31* 193®* inclusive, a total of 3^*8^3 visiters case into the park*

compared with 51*233 the previous year. A total of 25*63** were

counted at the ski fields at Badger Pass* coepared with 35*812 the

winter Wore,

It is interesting to note that there were 11*630 visitors to the

park in liesaiT and 10*209 in February* together amounting to almost

63 per cent of the total travel to the park during the past winter

seasons only 5*825 visitors ©an# in Becemher and 7*099 In March,

fhc low travel in Becembev was due* of course* to the flood conditions*

closing of roads* and unfavorable conditions generally for winter

sports at that time,

flhc Badger Fas® ski house was operated during the latter part of

Beeember* hut there was only H to & inches of snow available that month,

m insufficient amount to cover all the ski funs# Good skiing was not

enjoyed at Badger F&se until the latter part of January* due to look of

snow until that tine. Snow depths at Badger Pass reached a mnxtmm of

11 feet 011 February 19. the ski house and upski were operated until

May 1* although visitors did a little skiing there during May, Heavy

snows closed the road into Badger Pass for several days during February.

As in former years, on week-ends when weather and skiing conditions were

favorable* the Badger Pass parking area proved to be too snail* and it

was necessary to plow out the Glacier Point Bead above Badger Pass for a

short distance to provide suitable parking space for the overflow.
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Construction work on the now Big Oak Hat and Tioga road® within

tho park was carried on actively. With the exception of gaps at

Cascade, Tamarack, and Wildcat creeks, where Bridges have not rot

Boon constructed, a now road grade is now available? from tho floor

of tho ?alley error tho now Big Oak Hat load to Crane flat and on the

now Tioga load from Crane Hat to a point near tho old Tioga Bead?

this new roadway is not yai in condition, of course, for use By tho

public. Projects completed during tho past year include tho finish-

lag in all respects of tho two short tunnels near the falley floor?

the holing through of the long tunnel above Cascade, Tamarack, and

Wildest creeks; rough grading of the entire distance from the long

tunnel to Crane Hat? and collation of the South fork Tuolumne Bridge

on the new Tioga toad. The stone guardrail m the first soot ion of

the new Big 0@k Flat load leading from the Valley floor is practically

complete. A contractor is starting this summer on the paving of

the new Big Oak flat toad from the long tunnel thren# Crane flat and

on the new Tioga toad a® far as the South fork of the Tuolumne liver.

^ork Is Being undertaken this summer to construct the short

sention of road remaining Between the end of present construction on

the new Tioga load and Me$w&in Meadows, near White Wolf, on the old

Tioga Bead. The paving of the 11.6 mile stretch of the new Tioga

load from Cathedral Creek through Tuolumne Meadows to Tioga Pass was

completed in the fall of 1937*
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HJSfOI fhe project of enlarging letch letchy Bass by tlx® addition of

HEfOHT appropriately g§ fee t to its height was completed in th® spring of

193® afto* mora than two groars' work V a contractor engaged by the

Oity of $a» Fra&elseo. ^rldenc©® of the reconstruction work,

including machinery, trust lines, ete.» h&ve been removed, and the

area restored carefully under the supervision of the latioaal $&rk

Service* fbo contractor provided a twaol la ike cliff at the north

end of the eesg&eted to to provide mmm to the lake Hesiior toad*

Mo automobile traffic, except such as may be necessary in oonnaetion

with official business* i® permitted on tho to or on the Lake

lleanor Bond* however. fhe contractor on the to reconstruction

placed the Mather - letch letehy -Bead in good shape before the pro¬

ject was completed,

FOR!8TOf fhe major development in forestry activities was the beginning,

toward the end. of the fiscal year, of a libes eradication program in

the whit# pim species types within the park, fhe work is being

done by the 000 under the supervision of the Mattonal F&rk Service*

with technical assistance provided by the Division of float Disease

Control, Bureau of latossolo^ and float Quarantine. fw© 0®G camps*

in addition to the camps here all year* were provided this summer

principally for tibee control, on® to devote all of its tin® to this

project and the other about one-half the time.
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Bark beetle maintenance centre1 was continued throughout the year

with the 000. Dae to flood rehabilitation work, it was not possible

to cover all the areas ordinarily covered daring the winter and spring

months. A considerable amount of windfall. due to the unusually

heavy winter storms, may develop m inorea.se in the amount of bark

bottle infestation this fall, but at the present time infestation

conditions are on the whole endemic.

leoonnalssanoes and eaperlmental ^ork indicate definitely a

further spread of lodgepol© pine nee&l©miner infestations in the

high country. particularly at forsyth Pass and in the vicinity of

Bear f&lley and Iledgers Danyoa. An increase in infestation that

may become serious was noted in the extensive iedgepole pine stands

adjacent to and immediately north of ftoluma Meadows. In coopera¬

tion with the Service, the Bureau of itatomologp and Hani Qu&r&atiaa.

is continuing its Investigative and experimental work on needl©miner

throng its laboratory maintained in the park.

ftrideaee of the success of the willow planting projects carried

out with COC labor on the slopes of the %won& toad is more pronounced

with the passing of each season. Slopes formerly decidedly bare are

now green with a mat of protective willow brush.
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Baiabow eggs have been made available from Wee He&aor, therefore,

this season*

CAMP Gamp grounds la Tosemite T&lley received the same intensive use

aaoUHBS this past year as heretofore. to all-time peak of about 15,000

casters in the camp grounds in the Valley was reached on July b, 1937*

about 3»f^0 more than the count at the same time the year before.

Hundreds of visitors camped at areas outside of the T&lley during the

latter part of the summer. At faelusme Meadows the count averaged

300 to boo campers per ni#it during ^uly, and at f'awoiia there were

70 to SO dampers per nlgjht the same month. The 30-day damping limit

In To Semite Valley and at "%wena tends toward greater use of the

outlying areas*

firing the 193$ season individual damp fire programs were started

in each of the ogui^ grounds in T©somite Taller rather than concern-

trating the damp fire entertainment for dampers solely in Camp lb,
and the plan has met with success.

a survey of public eamp ground !©• 15 in Tesemlte Valley was

completed last summer, and the data obtained used for a camp ground

management plan* Controls for similar work have been laid out in

public ©amp grounds Id. 7 tod 12 in the Valley. $hls spring a

development and improvement program for Camp 16 in Tosemite Valley,
which is used by the Tosemite Park and Ouny Company in the furnish¬

ing of rental tents, was undertaken with the 000.



House trailers war# not permitted In the park during the winter

months* this restriction cms adopted m a safety measure due to

ioy road conditions* and. also to lack of sanitation facilities for

such trailers in the Tallsy during the winter.

FUfSLXO In the main the public utility operators had a good year,

yflLlfT although the flood conditions and conse*meni lower travel ms sons

OFaSRafOHS deterrent to business* io now services wore rendered by the

principal operator* the To$«it# Fork and Ouster Company, -d though n

now High Sierra damp at May hake was constructed to toko the place

of the camp formerly located at fensgrn lake. the general store

operated by the Company in the Old Tillage* ant the Old Tillage

Pavilion which is used principally for the showing of motion pic¬

tures, suffered a good tool of water damage duo to the December

flood*

Best's Studio, inc. # hi opened for business in the spring of

1937» and has rendered continuous photographic service since.

Boysens' Studio was also open all year. Mrs. Foley's Tossmite

Falls Studio was closed during the winter season* Following some

alteration in the building* Degnan's Delicatessen reopened this spring

after the usual winter shutdown.
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fh# principal 1m& acquisition matter is. of course, the Carl

ACQJU- Ia» area, of $,£06*78 acres authorised by Congress is 1957 for ad&i-

SITIOBS tioa to Tosemite National f*slt« There has been continuous activity

of a highly varied nature m& of considerable importance concerning

this project which required constant attention and coordination

throughout the year. Options have been scoured fro® two owners who

have interests within the acquisition area, namely Mrs. D. A. Oarry

and f. 1. Carloti. M option from the State of California is antici¬

pated in the near future* Agreements as to purchase price have not

been made with the Tosemite Sugar fin# Lumber Company, the To somite

fewer Company* or George and Steve Ounce* The United States is

preparing condemnation data e® currently with attempt® to negotiate

for settlement of the various interest® involved, these data to form

the basis of a condemnation case against those who have interests in

the area but with whom it is not possible to negotiate m mutually

satisfactory purchase price.

The purchase of 115*6 acres of land owned by Mm 1* Tyrrell

in Section 35 at W&woam was fully consummated at a cost to the

Government of $17 #130.50» one-half of the purchase price having been

donated by the owner.
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fee members of the permanent organisation in Tosemite passed

away. Bangor William M. Heyaaan died of natural cause® in San

Frane!sco on January 1* 193$« Mechanic Bavid H. Sew&ll died of

natural causes in Merced on May ?£, 193$* Both nan had had long

periods of service in Tosemite* and were well-known hare* Their

absence is fait keenly by all who know them.

HXSCJELXmOHOW The placing of signs warning people of the deceptive distances

across the Merced liver in Tosomite Tailay and of the low temperature

of th® water was of assistance in informing visitors of the potential

hasard of swimming In the river. Emergency ropes« together with

rafts and buoy®* war® also provided for use in case of accident.

The most tragic accident of the year here was the crash of a

TWA airliner in the park. flic plane* with a. total of nine person#

aboard, had disappeared on the stormy night of March 1, and efforts

of the airline company to trace or locate It were futile, although it

was presumably somewhere in the Sierra. On June 12 the wrecked

plane was located by 8. 0, (Jollier III on Buen® fleta Crest la the

southern portion of the park. Collier* a former CCC enrollee at

Tosemite, was carrying out his own planned searching program for the

plane when the discovery was made. All of the crew and passengers

had been killed.
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CHUHGH Church aer«i ee» for various denominations were conducted under

the general direction of Br. tes A* fhite» Executive Secretary of

the fosemite National Park Church, Several hundred persona attended

the special Sunrise Service at Mirror Lake on latter morning.

Lawrence 0. Merriest*

SuperinieMeat.
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