aloem ' UNITED STATES
o0 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL PARK

—
—- .

SUPERINTENDENT'S
ANNUAL REPORT
1938

IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,

Dzrector.

U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 6—7410

FILE NoO.



Yosemite Hational Park
California

The Director,
Hational Park Service,
wmmtﬂnt D‘ cn

Dear ¥r. Director:

There is transmitted herewith the annual
report for Yosemite Fational Park for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1938.

We regret very much that, due to the
extremely heavy press of administrative matters
here, its submission has been delayed beyond

July 15. e
Sincerely yours,
Lawrence 0. Merriam,
Superintendent.
3J

Bno.



GENERAL

Tosemite Hational Park
California

June 30, 1938, marked the close of an extremely active and inter-
esting year in Yosemite. There were, as usual, many problems,
large numbers of visitors, adverse weather amﬁiﬂom which ereated
real emergencies, and an ever-inereasing smount of administrative and
routine activities in each of the divisions here. We feel that to
the park visitor, however, thers was no outward semblance of a tre-
mendously busy orgenization, dut only a comparatively smooth opera-
tion designed to assist and control people efficiently and with the
loast possible amount of ‘interference.

The 481,492 visitors who came to Tosemite during the 1937 travel
year were the greatest bona fide number recorded here in any year.
Travel during the present travel year is somewhat less than last,
however, evidently due prineipally to the flood conditions which
were encountered in December throughout the state, the closing of
approach roads during winter and spring monthe by slides caused by
flood damage and general saturation, and the flooding of highways in
the lowlands during the spring.



WEATHER Dae to its unusual character this yesr during the winter, the

CONDITIONS weather and its effsots should have comment. Hormal conditionms
were encountered up to December, 1937, but on December 11 snd 12 a
rather serious and damaging flood inmundated approximately 50 per
cent of Yosemite Valley under a considerable amount of water. 4
total of 11.5% inches of precipitation. in the form of rain entirely,
was recorded in the Valley during the paricd December 9 to 12,
inclusive. This, coupled with umususlly warm temperatures for
December and the consequent melting of the snowpack which alresdy
lay in the higher portions of the park. brought the flood conditions
which sent the Merced River fer beyond its banks., ceusing a large
amount of demsge to physicsl improvements. The All Year Bighway
along the Merced Canyon below the park boundary was undermined badly
for several miles, and at two points within the park this road was
rendered impassable for some time. It was not until December 31,
almost three weeks after the flood, that travel from Merced to the
park was resumed over the All Year Highway. under comvoy control
through the dsmaged areas, and convoy controls on 12 miles of the
road outside of the park boundary are still in effect. The washout
of a large fill on the Wawona Road during the actusl flood period
served to isolate the park entirely for a three-day period. The
park was isolated agein on February 11 and 12, when Doth the A1l Tear
Highway and the Wawona Road were closed by slides; and the All Tear
Highway remained closed for three additional days after the 12¢h.




SECTION OF THE ALL-YEAR HIGHWAY JUST BELOY ARCH ROOK
BADLY DAMAGED BY PLOOD WATERS

WASHED OUT PORTION OF THE LARGE FILL ON THE

WAWONA ROAD AT GROUSE CREEK, FLOOD STAGE

WATERS IN DECEMBER CUT SQUARELY ACROSS THE
ROAD AT THIS POINT.



Estimates of demage to physicsl improvements of the Hational
Park Service within the park, including roads and trails, csused
directly by the December flood, smounted to $271,750, and sppropria-
tions were received to undertake the necessary rehobilitation work.
Reconstruction projects are still under way, although itinch of ¢
the work has been dons.

Unusually heavy precipitation was common throughout the northern
and eeniral portions of California betwsen Decewber 9 and 12.

Daring the latter part of the winter, a tremendously heavy
snowpack was bullt up in the high country, the heaviest in years.
Total precipitation for the whole fiseal yesr amounted to 58.99
inches, setting a new record for precipitation within the park by
execeeding the previous record year of 1906-7 when precipitation
amounted to 56.17 inches. As indieated, a large portion of the
precipitation came as snow during the latter part of the winter, and
the effeet this epring and summer has been striking. The waterfalls
and river have stayed higher than usnal, to the delight of summer
visitors. The flora is lush and is remaining gresm for a longer
period, and wildlife undoubtedly bemefits by sueh conditions.



WINTER

Use of the park during the winter months declined considerabdly
from the former year. During the period December 1, 1937, to March
31, 1938, inclusive, a total of 34,84% visitors came into the park,
compared with 51,233 the previous yesr. A total of 25,634 were
counted at the ski fields st Dadger Pass, compared with 35,812 the
winter before.

It 1s interesting to note that there were 11,630 visitors to the
park in January and 10,289 in February, together smounting to almost
63 per cent of the total travel to the park during the psst winter
season; only 5,825 visitors ceme in December and 7,099 in Mareh.

The low travel im December was due, of sourse. to the flood conditions,
closing of rosds, and unfavorable sonditions generally for winter
sports at that time.

The Badger Pass ski house was opersted during the latter part of
December, but thers was only U to 8 inches of snow available that month,
an insufficient amount to cover all the ski runs. Good skiing was not
enjoyed at Badger Pase until the latter part of January, due to lack eof
snow until thet time. Snow depths at Badger Pass reached a maximum of
11 feet on February 19. The ski house and upski were operated until
Hay 1, although visitors did a little skiing there during May. Heavy
snows closed the road into Badger Pass for several days during February.
As in former years, on wesk-ends when weather and skiing conditions were
favorable, the Badger Fass parking ares proved to be too small, and it
was necessary to plow out the Glacler Point Road above Badger Pass for a
short distance io provide suitable parking spsce for the overflow.



'ERED ON THE GLACIER POINT ROAD

TO BADGER PASS IN LATE WINTER

SNOW CONDITIONS ENCOUN

BACKGROUND,
IN MID-WINTER

BADGER PASS SKI HOUSE, WITH MAIN SKI HILL IN



THE BADGER PASS AREA, AFTER THE FIRST RELATIVELY
HEAVY SNOWPALL OF THE SEASON



Additionsl work on the ski trails in the Badger Pass area was
performed by the CCC during the swmer and sutumn months.

Conditions for winter sports in Togemite Valley were gemerslly
not good. The skating rink at Camp Curry was not opened until
Deseuber 23, later than plemmed, because of warm weather. loce
skating was enjoyed intermittently during Jumuary for a total of
about half of the month, being interrupted the remainder of the month
by inclement weather. There was no skating in February due to
heavy rsine and snows in the Valley, and attempte to maintain the
ice rink were abandomed for the winter. Following a relatively
light snowfall in the Valley, on Jamuary 30 the toboggan slide,
tleighe and dog teans were in operation for the first time during
the winter.

Smow removel costs were sbout the same as in the previous year,
bat with more funds expended on the Wawona Hosd and the Glacier Peint
Road as far as Badger Pase for continuous snow removal than in any
other year. There was less than the average smount expended in
snow removal on the floor of the Valley. Shortage of equipment
compelled the suspension of snow removal on the Glacier Point Road
beyond the Badger Pass avrea after the middle of Jamery. Heavy
contimied snowfall prevented the use of the $laeier Point Road even
as far as Badger Pass for several days in February. The road inte
the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees was also closed for periods following
heavy storms.
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Constraction work on the new Big Onk Flat and Tioga roads withia
the park was carried on actively. Vith the exception of gaps at
Gpscade. Tomarack, and Wildest creecke, whers bridges have not yet
been constructed, a new rosd grade is now availsble from the fleor
of the Valley over the new Big Oak Flat Boad to Orane Flat and on the
mﬁmmmﬁmxi‘uﬁ%oawmtwtmmﬁmws
this nev roadway is not yet in conditiom. of sourse, for uae by the
public. Projeots completed during the past yesr include the finish-
ing in all respecte of the two short tunnels near the Valley floor;
the holing through of the long tunnel above Castade. Tamarsck, end
Vildeat oreeks: rough grading of the entire distance from the long
tunnel to Orane Flat; and completion of the South Fork Tuolumne Bridge
on the new Tiogs Road. The stone guardrail on the firet section of
the new Big Osk Plat Road leading from the Valley floor is prasticelly
complete. A contractor is starting this summer on the paving of
the new Big Oak Flat Hoad from the long tunnel through Orane Flat and
on the mew Tiogs Moad as far as the South Fork of the Tuolumne River.

Work is being underteken this summer to constrwect the short
seotion of rosd remaining between the end of present construction on
the new Tiogs Boad and MeSwain Meadows, near White Wolf, on the old
Pioga Rosd. The peving of the 11.6 mile stretch of the new Tioga
Road from Cathedral Creek through Tuolumne Meadows to Tioga Pass was
completed in the fall of 1937.



PORTAL AT THE UPPER END OF THE FIRST TUNNEL
ON THE NEW BIG OAK FLAT ROAD

PORTION OF THE STONZ GUARD RAIL BREING CONSTRUOTED
OF THE LOWER SECPION OF THE BIG OAK FLAT ROAD NEAR
THE PLOOR OF YOSEMITE VALLEY
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The Wawona Road reslopinmg snd realignment project was completed
and all funde expended by late fall of 1937. Post comstruction on
the Glacier Point and Wewona roads was contimied by the Buresu of
Pablie Boads.

CONSTRUC.- In sddition to the major vroads, o small smount of new construc-

TI0W tion work was undertalken. The principal project was the construe-
tion of & new employee residence in the Lost Arrow residentisl ares
under the 00C. Another residence in the same area, also construeted
under C0C, was practicelly finished at the close of the fiscal year
and is now cecupied. Another GUC project was the construction of
the Wawona Schoolhouse. Conmstruction of a fized besm sesls at the
Valley sewage disposal plant was o fourth construction project of the
oce.

The Gounty of Mariposs constraucted = residemce for the high
school bus driver near the grammar school in Tosemite Valley.

AALETEN- Ho outstanding meintenance work was necessery, but some of the

ARCE reconstruction work necessary after the December flood wes rather
unusual in character. ‘?B:ﬁim; of the Valley road system and highway
to Bl Portal were entirely washed out, the lower floors of three
Government residences were flooded end regquired complete removation,
some of the bridges were either badly dameged or washed away, the
sowage disposal system in the Valley was flooded and operation was

not satisfactory from December 11 to 16, power and light systems

were rendered inoperative, ete. There are 1ittle or no evidences
at this time that a rather devastating flood oocurred last Desember.



NEW RESIDENCE CONSTRUCTED UNDER CCC IN THE
LOST ARROW RESIDENTIAL AREA

PORTION OF THE MIRROR LAKE ROAD WASHED OUT COMPLETRL
BY TENAYA CREEE DURING THE DECEMBER FLOOD PERIOD 4



THE OLD CASCADE CREEK BRIDGE ON THE ALL~-YEAR HIGHWAY
SHORTLY AFTER RECEDING OF THE HICH WATER DURING THE
DECEMBER FLOOD PERIOD.

REW CULVERT INSTALIATION FOR THE ALL~YNAR HIGHWAY
AT CASCADE CREEK, REPLACING THE BRIDGE STRUCTURS
RUINED IN THE DECEMBER FLOOD



One of the most urgent necessities in the Valley is the inetal-
lation of & pressure dalancing tank for the water system. For the
past few summers water pressure in the Valley mains has deereased
alaraingly during the period of heavy demand, and a seasonal order
restricting primarily the use of water for irrigetion and sprinkling
has been customary. An exeeedingly low water pressure sush as has
Dosn experienced during the past fov summer seasoms is dangsrous
particularly, of course, in case of fire.

The Valley sewersge wﬁﬁm. and also that at Tuolumne Measdows,
were in use at times during the svmmer beyond their designed
capacities.

low trail maintenance allotments have compelled the concentra-
tion of available funde on the most popular trails, to the detriment
of many miles of outlying trails. The most popular and heavily used

~ trails are in good condition exeept for the oil eake, which is
detériorating progressively.



The project of emlarging Hetch Hetchy Dam by the addition of
spproximately 85 feet %o its height was completed in the spring of
1938 after more than two years' work by a contractor engmged by the
City of San Franeisco. Evidenoes of the reconstrustion work,
inoluding mechinery, trmm lines. eto., have been removed, and the
area Testored carefully under the supervision of the Fational Park
Service. The conmtractor provided a tunnel in the oliff at the morth
end of the completed dam to provide secess to the Lake Mlesnor Road.
flo sutomobile traffic, except such as may be necessary in connection
with official business, is permitted on the dam or on the Lake
Hlesnor Road, however. The contractor on the dem reconstruotion
placed the Mather - Hetch Eetchy RBoad in good shape before the pro-
Jeet was completed.

The major development in forestry sotivities was the bdegimning,
toward the end of the fisssl year, of a Ribes sradiestion program ia
the white pine species types within the park. The work is Deing
done by the GO0 under the supervision of the National Park Serviee,
with technicsl assistance provided by the Division of Plant Digense
Oontrol, Buresu of Entomology and Plant Guarsntine. Two 00C camps,
in addition %o the camps here all year, were provided this summer
prineipally for Ribes control, one to devote all of its time So this
projeet and the other sbout one~half the time.



VIEW OF THE NEVW SPILLWAY AT HETCH HETCHY DAM

PHOTOGRAPH OF A CUT-OVER AREA WITHIN THE PARK SHOWING
RIBES CONCENTRATIONS AND SUGAR PINE REPRODUCTION
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Bark beetle maintenmance control was continued throughout the year
with the G0C. Due to flood rehabilitation work, it was not possible
to cover all the aress ordinarily coversd during the winter and spring
months. A considerable amount of windfall, due to the umusually
heavy winter storms, may develop an increase in the amount of bark
beetle infestation this fall. but st the present time infestation
conditions are on the whole endemie.

RBeconnaiesances and experimental work indicate definmitely a
further spread of lodgepole pine mneedleminer infestations in the
bigh country, particularly at Forsyth Pass and in the viecinity of
Bear Valley and Bodgers Usnyon. An ineresse im infestation that
mey become serious was noted inm the extensive ledgepole pine stands
adjacent to and immedistely north of Tuolumne Meadows. In coopera-
tion with the Serviee, the Buresu of Entomology and Plant Quarantine
is contimuing its investigative and experimental work on needleminer
through its laboratory maintained in the park.

Evidense of the wuccess of the willow planting projecte carried :
out with 0OC labor on the slopes of the Wawona Road is more pronounced
with the passing of each season. Slopes formerly decidedly dbare are
now green with a mat of protective willow brush.



VIEW OF WILLOW GROWTE ON
WAWONA ROAD AT GROUSE CREEK

A LARGE CUT BANK OF THE



FIRE There were 36 reportabdle forest fires during the year, 25
ROTECTION Class A and 11 Class B, with a total burn-over of 14.U4 sores.
Fourteen of these fires were caused by lightning. 17 by smokers, 3
by camp fires, 1 by a firecracker, snd 1 by inseect control operations.
Oredit is due the detection and dispstohing system, snd the constant

availability of CGOC suppression crews, for promptness in locating
and extdguishing the fires before mich damags was done.

Fire warning signs were posted conspieuously, prohiditing smoking
while moving or traveling inside of Yosemite National Park below am
elevation of 7,000 feet above sea level, ezcept alonmg paved roads,
in camps, plenic and regulsrly inhebited arens, and on the floor of
Yosemite Valley east of the Pohono Bridge: and prohiditing all fires
within Tosemite Hational Park below an elevation of 7,000 feet,
exeept at designated camp grounds, hotels, lodges, other regularly
inhabited aress. and on river beaches in Tosemite Valley.

A veluable fire protection training school was held Marech 19 -
22 under the direction of Assistant ¥orester Barrows of the Braneh
of Forestry., It wae attended by Yosemite personnel and other members
of the Service, by representatives of the Forest Service, and a
representative of the State of Califernia. A representative of the
Pacifie Marine Supply Company, and s member of the Federal Buresm of
Investigation. perticipated in demonstration and instructiom.

Training schools for 0OC persomnel at each of the camps, demon~
strating proper use of tools and methods of suppression, were con-
ducted by Assistant Ohief Ranger Wegner.



WILBLIFE

¥ism
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The prineipal concerm during the year was the control of bears.
Authority was secured to dispose permenently of a limited mumber of
unruly individuals who were not susceptible to trapping and moving

 to portions of the park awey from Yosewite Valley. Several were

transferred to the Los Padres Nstional Forest im Southern California.
Bears, as a result. have not been nearly so bothersome to campers and
residents s0 far during the 1938 season. There still is a eurplus
of bears living on the floor of m Valley at the Wtﬁm:

The new regulation prohibising the feeding., touching, teasing,
or molesting of bears is well worth while. Compared with previous
years, the number of bear injuries up to the close of the fissal year
was almost negligible.

Seversl hundred ground squirrels were killed arcund developments
in the Valley. |

Pish planting last sammer was completed inm August, with a total
of 341,300 Bastern Brook, 453,000 Rainbow, and 150,700 Loch Leven
placed in lakes and streams. Thess three groups total 9U5,000.

Fishing last year was good, but fishing conditions in genersl
received a set-back for the early part of 1938. The flood conditions
during the winter undoubtedly killed meny fish. and the high water
throughout the spring and early summer reduced success in amgling to
& minisum, although many good catches were made. The high water
took out entirely the egg-taking stetion at Frog Creek mear Lake
Meanor, and it will have to be wholly re-built this season. Wo
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Rainbow egzs have been made availsble from Lake ¥leanor, therefore,
this season.

Camp grounds in Yosemite Valley received the same intensive use
this past year as heretofore. An all-time peak of sbout 15,000
campers in the camp grounds im the Valley was reached om July %, 1937,
about 3,000 more than the count at the same time the year before.
Hondreds of visitors camped at aress outeide of the Valley during the
latter part of the summer. At Tuolumne Meadows the count averaged
300 to BOO esmpers per night during July, and at Wewona there were
70 to 80 campers per night the same month. The 30-day camping limit
in Yosemite Valley snd st Wawona tends toward greater use of the
outlying aveas.

Daring the 1938 season individual oamp fire programe were started
in each of the camp grounds in Tosemite Valley rather than concen~
trating the cawp fire entertainment for ommpers selely iam Camp 1N,
and the plan has met with success.

A survey of publie camp ground ¥o. 15 in Tosemite Valley was
sonpleted last summer, and the dsta obtained used for a camp ground
management plan. Oontrols for similer work have been lald out in
publie camp grounds No. 7 and 12 in the Velley. This spring a
development and improvement program for Camp 16 in Tosemite Valley,
which 1s used by the Tosemite Park and Ourry Company in the furnish-
ing of rental tents, was undertaken with the 00C,



PUBLIC
UTILITY
OPERATORS

L

House trailers wers not permitted in the park during the winter
months. This restriction was adopted as a safety measure due to
ioy road conditions., and also to lack of sanitation facilities for
such trailers in the Valley during the winter.

In the main the publiec utility operators had a good year,
although the flood conditions snd consequent lower travel was some
deterrent to business. Mo new services were rendered by the
principal operator, the Yosemite Park and Ourry Company. slthough a
new High Sierrs Camp at May Lake was constructed to take the place
of the camp formerly located at Tensya Lake. The general store
operated by the Company in the 014 Village, and the 014 Village
Pavilion which is used prineipally for the showing of motion ple-
tures, suffered a good deal of water demage due to the December
flood,

Best's Studio. Ine., was opened for Lusiness in the spring of
1937, and has rendered contimuous photograpbic service sinee.
Boysens' Studio was also opan all year. Jrs. Foley's Tosemite
Falls Studio was closed during the winter season. Following some

elteration in the building, Degnan's Delicatessen reopened this spring

after the usual winter shutdown.



YOSEMITE LODGE CABINS DAMAGED BY FLOOD WATERS



AOQUI-
S1TIONS
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The prineipal land scquisition matter is, of course, the Carl

Isn aren of 8,206.78 acres suthoriszed by Congress in 1937 for addi-
tion to Tosemite National Park. There has been continuous setivity
of a highly varied nature and of consideradle importance eoncerning
this project which reguired constant attention and anu
throughout the year. Options have been secured from two owners who
have interests within the scquisition area, namely Mrs. D. A. Curry
and . H. Carlon. An option from the State of Califormia is antiei~
pated in the near future. Agreements as %o purchase price have mot
been made with the Yosemite Sugar Pine Lumbder Company, the Yosemite
Power Gompany. or George snd Steve Ouneo. The United States is
preparing condemnation dats concurremtly with attempts to negotiate
for settlement of the various interests involved. these data to form
the basis of o condemnation onse against those who have interssts im

the area but with whom it is not possidle %o negotiate a mutually
satisfactory purchase price.

The purchase of 115.6 acres of land owned by John R. Tyrrell
in Seotion 35 at Wawons was fully consummated at a sost to the
Government of $17,130.50, ome-half of the purchase price having been
donated by the owner.



TYPICAL VIEW OF SUGAR PINE IN THE CARL INN ACQUISITION



RANGER,
BHATURALIST,
AND HUSEUM
SERVICE
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The liorthwest Quarter of Section 16, Township 5 South, Range
22 Bast, known as the MoBilwvray traet, adjacent to the Mariposa
Grove of Big Trees, was purchased from the American Trust Company
at a oost of $7,173.68. This tract of land, originally purchesed
several years ago in the interest of the Govermment by the Yosemite
Park and Ourry Cowpany inssmach ss the water for the Mariposa Grove
sourced on it, was held im trust by the American Trust Jompany.
from whom fimal purchese was made by the United States. The
developments at the South Hntrence Ranger Station are also served
Yy the water supply coming from this property.

The renger and naturalist divisions rendered a good service to
the publie. The ranger division had no particularly outstanding
assignments, but their duties included the usual mumber of rescues
of persons stranded on oliffs, lost skiers, and so on. |

The paturalist program was well received by large mumbers of
people. The naturalist division made the usual glacler measuring
surveys in the sutumn. Under the direoction of the naturalist
division, the centenary of the birth of John Mulr was observed in
Yosemite on April 21, with exhibits at the museum and a special
pilgrimage to various points in the Valley having Muir significance.
The naturalist division also participated in the Galifornia Conserva-
tion Veek of Mareh 7 - 14, cooperating with the California Conserva-
tion Couneil, through special lectures to audiences both within and
outside of the park, and one radio droadcast from Sem Francisco.
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The fourteenth session of the Tosemite School of Field Hatural
History was started on June 20, with the usual mumber of 1l men and
6 women in attendence. The Junior Nature Sehool started on its
ninth session June 27.

A new regsearch room at the museum was set up prior to the start-
ing of the Field School, snd has been in use by that growp this
summer. Additional development of the room and preperstion of
additional specimens will be undertaken by the regular naturaliet
staff. |

In cooperation with the maturalist staff, the Entomology Pleld
Gourse #49 of the University of Oalifernia was conducted in Yosemite
this spring during intersession, 20 men students aftending. The
group made extensive colleotions of insect fauna, duplicates of
which were added to the research collection =t the mmseum.

As indicated threughout this report, the 00C were of great
assistance iz invumersble ways, not enly on » few construetion
projeets., but in keeping open trails, snd performing emergency work
on road slides and drainage, as well as the ususl forestry. telephone
line, and fire protection sctivities. The Cascades Comp was damaged
severely by the flood conditions in Decenmber, some of the buildings
being entirely washed away. The site at Casendes has Desp abandoned
for GCC camp purposes. the camp persomnel moving to a new camp em-
structed nesr the Bl Oapitan Station at the base of the Big Oak Flat
Road control.
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RADIO
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Two 000 companies remained throughout the winter, and two
additional companies were brought in this spring prineipally for
Ribes control work, one lzmhé& at Crane Flat and the other at
Middle Fork o short distance outside of the park in the Stanislaus
Bational Forest.

Radio commmication contimued to prove highly useful in several
phases of operation here. It was of sselistance during the flood
period in December when roads imto the park mu impaseable. It ls,
of course, of much service after the first snows of winter. which
usually bring down telepbome lines to outpost stations. On emer-
gencies of almwost any character it is highly valuable.

Tosomite was responsidle for the Devil Postpile National Monu-
ment and the Joshua Tree Hationsl lomument. One renger was stationed
at Devil Pestpile during the summer monthe, but no personnel was
assigned o Joshua Tree. It was possidle, through careful budgeting,
to construet 30 camp tables with attached benches for the Devil
Postpile Hational domument out of funds sllotted to that area for the
1938 fiscal year. lNo development of any nature has been undertaken
by the Service at the Joshua Tree National Monument.

Two permanent employees transferred from Yosemite during the
year. Ranger Wilfred K. Merrill transferred to the Boulder Dam
Becreational Area in Novemder. Junior Bacteriologist Bussell C.
White transferred to the federsl Food snd Drug Administration, at
San Franeiseo, in December.
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Two members of the permsnent orgsnisation in Yosemite passed
away. Henger Williem M. Reymann died of natural sauses in San
Francisco on Jamuary 1, 1938. Mechanic David H. Sewsll died of
natural causes in Merced om May 22, 1938. Joth men had had lang
periods of service in Yosemite, and were well-lmown here. Their
absence is felt keenly by all who knew them.

M ISCRLLANBOUS The placing of signs warning people of the deceptive distances
across the Merced River im Yosemite Valley and of the low temperature
of the water was of assistance in informing visitors of the yotmsm
hazard of swimming in the river. Jmergency ropes, together with
rafts and buoys. were also provided for use in case of aceident.

The most tragic acoldent of the year here was the erash of a
THA sirlimer in the park. The plane, with a total of nine persens
aboard, had disappeared on the stormy night of March 1, and efforts
of the airline company to trace or loscate it were futile, although it
was presumably somewhere in the Sierra. On June 12 the wrecked
plane was located by H. 0. CGollier III on Buema Vista Orest in the
southern portion of the park. Oollier, s former COC enrollee at
Yosemite, was carrying out his own plamned searching program for the
plane when the discovery was made. All of the orew and passengers
had been killed.
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Ohureh servi ces for various demomimations were conducted under
the general direction of Dr. James A. 'Mk. Executive Seeretary of
the Yosemite National Park Church. Seversl hundred persons attended
the specisl Sunrise Serviee at Mirror Lake on Baster morning.

@B e @ S e > e @ oy o

Lawrence 0. Nerrianm,
m&atmm.
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GENERAL

Yosemite Naotional Park
California

June 30, 1938, marked the olose of sn extremely sotive and inter-
esting year in Yosemite. There were, as usual, many problens,
large numbers of visitors, adverse weather conditions which eresated
real emergencies, and an ever-inereasing amount of sdministrative and
routine aetivities in each of the divisions here. We feel that to
the park visitor, however, there was no outward semblance of a tre-
nendously busy organization, but only a comparatively smooth opera-
tion designed to assist and control people efficiently and with the
least possible amount of !interference.

The 481,492 visitors who came to Yosemite during the 1937 travel
year were the greatest bons fide mmber recorded here in any yesr.
Travel during the present travel year is somewhat less than last,
however, evidently due prineipslly to the flood conditions which
were encountered in December througheut the state, the eclosing of
approsch roads during winter and spring months by slides ocaused by
flood damage and general saturation, and the floocding of highways in
the lowlands during the spring.



ATHER Due to its unusual chavseter thic year during the winter, the

JEDITIONS weather and ite effsots should have comment. Normal sonditions
were encountered up to December., 1937, but on December 11 snd 12 a
rather serious and damsging flood inundated spproximately 50 Doy
cent of Tosemite Valley under a considerable amount of water. A
total of 11.5% inches of precipitetion, in the form of rain entirely,
was recorded in the Valley during the period Deceuber 9 to 12,
inclusive. This. coupled wit uslly wars temperatures for
December and the conssquent melting of the snowpaok whioh alveady
lay in the higher portions of the park, brought the flood conditions
which sent the Merced River fer beyond its banks, eausing o large
smount of dmmage to phyeical improvements. The A1 Year Bighway
along the Merced Camyon below the perk boundary wes undermined badly
for several miles, and at two polnts within the park this road was
rendered impassable for some time. It wes not until Decsuber 31,
almost thres wesks after the flood. that travel from Herced to the
park was resumed over the All Year Highway. under convoy control
through the dowaged areas. and convey controls on 12 miles of the
rosd outside of the park bDoundary are still in effest. The washout
of a lavge fill on the Wawona Rosd during the actusl flood period
served to isolate the park entirely for a thres-day period. The
park was isolated agein on Pebruary 11 snd 12, when both the A1l Year
Highway and the Wawons Road were closed by slides; and the All Year
Highway remained closed for three additionsl days after the 12th.




Setimates of damage to physicsl improvements of the ¥ational
Fark Service within the park, ineluding roads snd trails. caused
direotly by the December flood, amounted to $271,750, and appropris~
tions were received $o undertake the necessary rehabilitation work.
Reconstruction projects are etill under way, although nuch of -7
the work hes been done.

Unueually heavy precipitation was eommon throughout the northern
end central portions of Californin Detween December 9 and 12,

During the latter part of the winter, a tremendously heavy
snowpack was bullt wp in the high eountry, the heaviest in years.
Total precipitation for the whole fiseal yesr amounted to 58.99
inches, setting s new vecord for precipitetion within the park by
exseeding the previous vrecord year of 1906-7 when precipitation
amounted to 56.17 inches. 4s indlested, s large portion of the
precipitation ceme as anow during the latter part of the winter, and
the effect this spring and summer has been striking. The waterfslls
and river have stuyed higher than umasl, to the delight of summer
visitors. The flora is lush and is remaining green for s longer
period, and wildlife undoubtedly bensfits by such conditions.
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Use of the park during the winter months declined considerably
from the former year. During the peried December 1, 1937, to Nerch
31, 1938, inclusive, a total of 3,843 visitors came imto the park,
coupared with 51,233 $he previous yeer. A total of 25,634 were
counted at the ski fields st Badger Pess, coupared with 35,812 the
winter before.

It 1s interesting to note that thers were 11,630 visitors to the
park in Jemuery and 10,289 in February, together smounting to slmost
63 per cent of the total travel to the patk during the past winter
season; only 5,825 visitors came in December snd 7,000 in March.

The low travel im Decesber was due, of sourse, to the flood conditions,
elosing of roads, and unfavorsble eonditions generally for winter
sports at that time.

The Bedger Pase ski house was operated during the latter part of
Decenber, but there was only & o & inches of snow svailable that month,
&n insufficiont amount to cover sll the oki runs. Good skiing wae not
enjoyed at Badger Fass until the latter part of Jamuery, due to lack of
snow watil thet tims. Snow depths ot Badger Pass resched » waximuwm of
11 feet on Vebruary 19. The ski houee and upeki were operated until
Moy 1. although visitors 4id a 1ittle skiing there during May. Heavy
suows olosed the voad into Badger Fass for several days during Fedbruary.
As in former years. on week-ends vhen weather and skiing conditions wers
favorable. the Jadger Pass purking avea proved to be too small, and it
wae nedessary Yo plow out the Glacier Point Hosd above Badger Pass for a
short distance o provide sultsdle parking spsce for the sverflow.
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Additionsl work on the ski Srails in the Badger Pass ares was

Gonditions for winter sports in Tosemite Valley were generaslly
not good. The skating rink at Csmp Ourry was not opened until
Decouber 23, later then planned, becsuse of warm weather. lee
sleating was enjoyed intermittently during Jemuary for a total of
about hall of the month, being interrupted the remsinder of the month
by inclement weather. There was no skating in February dus to
heavy vaine ond smows in the Valley, snd attempts to meintain the
ice vink were sbsndoned for the winter. Following a relatively
light snowfall in the Valley. on Jamuary 30 the toboggan slide,
slelghs and dog teame wore in opevation for the fiwst time during
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Construction work on the new Big Osk Flat and Tioga rosds within
the park was carried on actively. With the exception of gaps at
Cascade, Tamarack, and ¥ildeet oreeks, where bridges have not yet
been constructed. a new voad grade Lo now availsble from the floor
of the Valley over the new Big Oak Mat Road to Orane Flat and on the
new Tioge Road from Orame Flat %o a point nesr the old Tiogs Road;
this new roadway is mot yet in condition, of course., for use by the
publie. Projeocts completed during the past yesr inolude the finish-
ing in all vespecte of the two short tunmels near the Valley floor:
the holing through of the long tumnel ghove Cascade. Tamarssk, snd
Wildeat ereeks; rough grading of the entire distance from the long
tunnel to Orane Flat; end completion of the South Fork Twolumne Bridge
mthmmmw The stone guardreil on the firet section of
the new Big Oak Flat Road leading from the Valley floor is practiecslly
somplete. A contrpotor is starting this swmer on the paving of
the new Big Oak ¥lat Hoad from the lomg tunnal through Crene FMlat and
on the new Tioge Rosd as for as the South Ferk of the Tuolumne Hiver.

Work is being undertaken this summer to sonstruet the short
seotion of road remaining between the end of present construstion on
the new Tlogs Road and MoSwain Meadows, near White Wolf, on the old
Tioga Road. The paving of the 11.6 mile streteh of the new Tioge
Road from Usthedral Ursek through Tuolumne Mesdows to Thogs Pass wos
complated in the fall of 1937.



TIOR
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The "awons Road reslopimg and reslignment project was completed
and all funds expended by late fall of 1937. Post constrastion on
the Glaeier Point and Wewona rosds was contimmed by the Buresu of
Public Roads.

In sddition to the major rosds, o small amount of new construo-
tion work was undertaken. The prineipal project was the consirue-
tion of o new employee residence in the lost Arrow residemtial ares
under the 000, Another residence in the seme avea. also construeted
under GOC, was prastically finished at the close of the fiseal year
and is now ocoupled. Amother 000 project was the construction of
the Wawona Sehoolhouse. Comstrustion of s fixed beem scale st the
Valley sewage disposal plant was s fourth construstion projeet of the
00a,

The County of Mariposa constructed s residemce for the high
school bue dviver near the grammar school in Yosemite Valley.

Fo outstending meintenance work was necessery, dut some of the
reconsirustion work necessary after the Dscenber flood was rather
umagial in character. Portions of the Valley rond system snd highway
to Bl Portal were entirely washed out. the lower floors of three
Government residenses were flooded and required complete removstion,
some of the bridges were either badly dameged or washed away, the
sewage disposal system in the Valley was flooded and operation was
not satisfactory from December 11 to 16, power and 1ight systeme

wore rendered inoperative., ete. There are little or no evidences
at this time thet a rather devastating flood occcurred last Deceumber.



One of the mest urgent necessities in the Vallay is the instal-
lation of a pressure dalaneing tank for the weter system. For the
past few summers water pressure in the Valley mains has decreased
alarmingly during the period of heavy demand, and a sessonsl order
mmmmthwmwmmmxmmmmm
mmmmmmmmtnmrmmuwm
particularly, of course, in case of five.

~ The Valley sewerage sysdem, and alss that at Tuolumme Mesdows,
wore in use at times during the summer bDayond their desigmed
capacities.

low trail maintenance allotments have compelled the oconcentra-
tion of available funds on the most popular trails, to the detriment
of many wiles of outlying trails. The most populer and hesvily used
traile are in good condition exeept for the oil eake, whieh is
deberiorating progressively.
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The project of enlarging Hetsh Hotchy Dam by the addition of
spproximately 85 feat to its helght wos completed in the spring of
1938 after more than two years' work by a cootractor engaged by the
Oity of San Franciseo. Evidenves of the reconstruction work,
inoluding mechinery, tram lines. ete.. have beon removed, and the
sTes Pestored carefully under the supervision of the Natloms) Park
Bervice. The comtrestor provided a tusnel iz the oliff ot the merth
end of the completed dam to provide ascess to the Leke Hlemnor Roed.
Ho sutomobile treffic, exoepl such as mey be necessary in conuection
with offielal business, is permitted on the daw or on the lake
Hesnor Hoad, however. The sontrsctor on the dam veconstruotion
pleoed the Mather - Hetoh Hetohy Bosd iz good shape bofore the pro-
Joet was completed.

The major development in forestry activities was the begimning,
toward the end of the fiseal year, of a Hibes sradicetion program in
the white pine speoies types within the park. The work is being
done by the 00U under the supervision of the Hational Park Servioce,
with Sechnieal aseistense provided by the Division of Plant Digesse
Centrol, Buresu of Entemology end Plant Guarsntine. Two 000 camps,
in addition to the cemps here all year, were provided this suwmmer
prineipally for Ribes control, ome to devote all of its time to thie
project and the other sbout one-half the time.
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with the C0C. Daue to flood rehabilitation work, it was not possible
months. A considerable amount of windfall, due to the wmeually

heavy winter storms. may develop an ineresse in the amount of bark

boetle infestation this fall, but at the present time infestation

conditions are on the whole endemie.

Reconnalesances and experimendal work indicate definitely o
farther spread of lodgepole pine neelleminer infestations in the
high country. particulerly at Forsyth Pass and in the viecinity of
Bear Valley and Redgers Csmyon. An inorease in infestation that
may become serious was noted in the extensive lodgepole pine stands
adjacent to and immediately morth of Tuolumme Meadows. In coopera-
tion with the Servies, the Buresu of Entomology snd Flant Quarantine
is contimuing itz investigative snd esperimental work on needleminer
through its laboratory maintsined in the park.

Gvidenve of the saccess of the willow planting projests cavried
out with 0G0 1aber on the slopes of the Wawona Road is move pronounced
with the passing of sach season. Slopes formerly decidedly dare ave
now green with a mat of protective willow brush.



Fiusm There were 36 reportadle forest fires during the year, 28
FROTECTION  Glass A and 11 Olass B, with a tetal burn-over of 14.44 sorves.
Fourteen of these fires were caused by lightning. 17 by smokers, 3
by camp fires. 1 by a fireorasker, and 1 By insect control operstions.
Oredit is due the detection and dispatehing system, and the constant
availability of GOC suppression avews, for promptness in locating
Fire warning eigns were posted conspisuously, prohiditing smoking
while moving or traveling inside of Yosemite Wations) Park bBelow an
slevation of 7,000 feet above see lovel, exnept along peved roads,
in camps, plenic and regularly inhsbited aveas, and om the floor of
Tosemite Valley east of the Pohono Bridger and prohiditing all fires
within Yosemite Nationsl Park below an elevetion ef 7,000 feet,
except at designeted camp grounds, hotels, lodges. other regularly
inhabited areas. and on viver beaches im Tosemite Valley.
A veluable fire protection training scheol wes held March 19 -
22 under the direstion of Assistant Forester Barrows of the Braneh
of Forestry. It was attended by Tosemite persomnel and sther members
of the Serviece, by representatives of the Forest Service., and a
representative of the State of Celifornis. A reprosentative of the
Pacifie Nerine Supply Companmy, and = member of the Pederal Buresu of
Investigation. participated in demonstration and inetruction.
Training schools for 000 persomnel at each of the camps, Ademon-
strating proper use of tools and methods of suppression., were con-
dusted by Assistant Ohief Ranger Wegner.



WILBLIFE
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The prineipal comcern during the year was the control of bears.
Authority was secured to dispose permenently of a limited mumber of
unrely individuals who were not susceptible to trapping snd moving
to portions of the park away from Yossuite Valley. Seversl were
transferred to the Los Padres Nztionsl Forest in Southern California.
Bears. as a remult, have not been nearly so bothersoms to csmpers and
residents s0 far during the 1938 sesson. There s$ill is a surplus
of bears living on the floor of the Valley at the preswittime,

‘The new regulation prohidising the feeding, touching, teasing,
or molesting of bears is well worth while. Compared with previous
yoars, the sumber of bear injuries up o the close of the fiseal year
was almost negligible.

Several hundred ground squirrels were killed arcund developments
ummxm

n&mmxmmmmmmuw.nw.mm
of 341,300 Bastern Brook, 453,000 Rainbow, amd 150,700 Loch Lewen
Placed in lakes and streams. These three groups total 945,000,

Fishing last year was good, but fishing sonditiens in general
received a set-dack for the early part of 1938. The flood conditions
during the winter undoudtedly killed meny fish, and the high water
throughout the spring and eanrly summer reduced sucocess in angling to
a minimam, elthough many good catches were made. The high water
took out entirely the oge-taking station st Frog Greok mear Lake
RNeanor. and it will have to be wholly re-bullt thie season. Ne
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Rainbow eggs have been made availlable from Loke Eleanor, therefore,
this season.

Camp grounds in Yosemite Valley recoived the same intensive use
this past year as heretofors. An all-time peak of sbout 15,000
cempers in the camp grounds in the Valley was reached on July b, 1937,
about 3,000 more then the count at the seme time the year beforve.
HBundreds of visitors camped st aveas outslde of the Vallay during the
latter part of the susmer. A% Tuolumme Meadows the count averaged
mummthWM*mﬁtwmmM
70 to B0 campers per night the seme month. The 30-day camping limit
in Yosemite Velley snd at Wavona tends toward greater use of the
outlying areas.

Daring the 1938 season individusl eamp fire programs were started
in sach of the ceamp grounds in Yosemite Valley vather than concen~
trating the esmp fire entertainment for campers solely inm Camp 1M,
and the plan has met with suscsss.

A sarvey of public camp ground No. 15 in Yosemite Valley was
conpleted last summer, and the data obtained used for a ocamp ground
nansgement plan. Oontrols for similer work have been laid out in
public cemp grounds Ho. 7 snd 12 in the Velley. This spring a
development and improvement program for Cmmp 16 in Yosemite Villey,
whioh Lo used by the Yosemite Park and Ourry Oompany in the furnish-
ing of rental tents, was undertaiken with the 000,
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House trailers were not permitted in the park during the winter
months. This restriction wae adopted as o safety measure due to
iey road conditions, and also to laok of sanitation facilities for
sush trailers iz the Vallay during the winter.

PUBLIC In the main the public utility operators hed a good yesar,

URILITY although the flood conditions and consequent lower travel was some

OPERATORS  deterrent to business. No new services were rendered by the
prineipal operator, the Yosemite Park and Ourry Compeny, =lthough a
new High Slerrs Camp st May Lake was oomstruoted to take the plsce
of the eamp formeyly located at Tenays Lake. The general store
operated by the Company in the 014 Village, and the Ol4 Village
Pavilion whieh is used prineipally for the showing of motien ple-
tures, suffered o good desl of water damage due to the Dessmber
flood.

Best's Studio. Ine., wae opened for business in the spring of
1937, and hae vendered contimuous photogrsphic serviee sines.
Boysens' Studio was alse open all yesr. lirs. Poley's Tosemite
Falls Studio was closed during the winter sesson. Following some
alteration in the bullding, Degnan's Dslicatessen reopened this spring
after the usual winter shutdown.




ACQUI-
SITIONS
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The prineipal land soquisition mstter is, of courss, the Carl
Inn area of 8,200.78 acres suthorized by Congress in 1937 for addi-
tion to Yosemite National Park. There has been continusus aetivity
of a highly varied nature and of oconsiderable importsnce concerning
this projeot which requived constant attention snd coovdination
have interests within the acquisition aves, namely Mrs. D. A. Ourry
end T. H. Oarlon. An option from the State of Oaliformia is anticd-
pated in the near fature. Agreements as $o purchase price have not
been made with the Yosemite Sugar Pine lumber Company, the Yosemite
Power Company. or George and Steve Cuneo. Thes United States is
preparing condesmation data emcurrently with attsmpts %o negotiete
for settlement of the various interests involved, these data to form
the basie of a condemmation case agsinet those who have interests in
the ares but with whom 4t is not possible to negotiste a» mutuslly
satisfactory purchase price.

The purchase of 115.6 asores of land owned Wy John R, Tyrrell
in Seotion 35 at Wawone was fully consumusted at a cost to the
Government of $17,130.%0, ome-half of $he purchase price having been
donated by the owner.



BATURALIST,
ABD MUSEIM
SERVICE
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The Northwest Guarter of Section 16, Township § South, Range
22 Bast, known as the MoGileray traot, adjecent to the Hariposs
Grove of Blg Trees, was purchased from the American Trust Company
at a sost of $7,1735.68. This treet of land, originslly purchased
several years ago in the interest of the Government by the Yosemite
Pavic and Ourry Cowpeny inssmuch as the water for the Mariposa Orove
sourced on 1%, was held in trust by the Awerican Trast Company.
from whom Tinsl purchese was made by the United States. The
developments at the South Hntrance Ranger Station are alse served
Yy the water supply ocoming from thie property.

The renger and nsturelist divisions vemdered a good service to
the publie. The renger division hed mo partieularly outstanding
assignmente, dut thelr dutiss included the usual mumber of rescues
of persons stranded on oliffe, lost skiers. and so on.

The naturalist progras wes well received by large mmbers of
people. The naturalist division made the usual glsoler measuring
surveys in the sutwmn., Under the dirvection of the naturslist
division, the centenery of the birth of John M
Yosemite on April 21, with exhibits at the museus and a spesisl
pllgrimage to variocus points in the Valley having iuir significance.
The naturalist division also participated in the Galifornis Conserva-
tion Veek of Mareh 7 - 14, cooperating with the California Conserva-
tion Counoil, through specisl lestures to audiences both within snd
outside of the park, and one radic broadoast from Sen Pranciseco.
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The fourteenth session of the Tosemite School of Field Hatural
History was started on Jume 20. with the usual number of 1N men snd
6 women in attendamce. The Junior Hature School started om ite
ninth session Jume 27.

A new research voom at the museum was set up vrior to the start-
ing of the Field School, snd han been in use by that group this
summer.  Additional development of the room and preparatien of
sdditional specimens will be undertalcen by the regular naturalist
etaff. _

in cooperation with the naturalist steff, the Intomology Field
Gourse #49 of the University of Ualifornia wes condusted in Tosemite
this spring during intersession, 20 men students attending. The
group made extensive ma.mm of insect faune, duplicates of
whish were added to the researech ecllection at the mseum.

As indiseted throughout this veport, the 000 were of grest
assistence in inmumerable ways, not enly on a few construction
projecte. but in kesping open trails, mnd performing emervgency work
on road slides and dvainage, as well as the usuel forestry, telephone
1ine, and fire protection activities. The Ussosdes Comp was demaged
seversly by the flood conditions in December, some of the buildings
being entirely washed oway. The silte at Uascades has beon abandoned
for GO0 eamp purposes, the eaup personnsl moving to a new camp om-~
structed near the W1 Uspitan Station at the bese of the Big Oak Flat
Road control.
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HATIOHAL

ADMINIS.
TRATION

Two 000 companies remainmed throughout the winter, and Swo
additionsl compmnies were brought in this spring prineipally for
Ribes control work, ome located at Ursne Flat and the other at
Middle Fork a short distamoe outside of the park in the Stanislaus

Redio commmnication contimed to prove highly useful in seversl
phases of operation here. It was of assistance dwring the flood
pariod in December whem roads into the perk were impassable. It is,
of sourse, of much serviece after the first smows of winter, which
usually bring down telephone limes to outpost stations. On emer-
gencies of alwoet any character it is highly valusble.

Tosonite wae responsitle for the Devil Postpile National Monu-
ment and the Joshua Tree Nationsl Momuwent. Ome ranger was stationsd
at Devil Postplle during the summer montha, but no personnel was
assigned to Joshua Tree. It wes possible, through careful tudgeting.
to sonstruet 30 csmp tables with sttached benches for the Devil
Postpile National Homument out of funds sllotted to that aves for the
1938 fiscal year. Jio development of any nature has Deen undertalen
by the Serviee at the Joshua Tree Hotional Mooument.

Two permanent employees transferred from Yosemite during the
year. TBanger Wilfred K. Merrill transferred to the Boulder lsm
Eeoreational Arean in November. Junior Basteriologist Russell O,
Thite transferred to the federal Food and Drug Administrstion, at
San Franelseo, in December.
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Two mewbers of the permenent orgenization in Yosemite psssed
away. JBanger Williem M. Reymenn died of natural causes in San
Franeisco on January 1, 1938, lMechenic David H. Sewall dled of
natural causes in Merced on May 22, 1938. Both men had had long
periods of service in Tosenite. and were well-kmown here. Their
absence is felt keenly by all who knew them.

MISCELLANNOUS  he placing of signs warning people of the deseptive distances
across the Mereed River in Tosemite Valley and of the low temperature
of ¥he water was of assietancs in informing visitors of the potentisl
haszard of swimming in the river. Ifmergency ropes. together with
rafte and buoys, were also provided for use in case of acoident.

The most tragle aceident of the year hers was the orash of a
TWA airliner in the park. The plame, with a total of nine persons
abosrd, had dissppeared on the stormy might of March 1, and efforts
of the alrline company to trace or locate it were futile, although it
was presumebly somevhere in the Sierra. On June 12 the wrecked
plane was located by H. O, CGollier l?& on Buena Vista Orest in the
southern portion of the park. Colller, s former GO0 onrollee at
Tosenmite, was carrying out his own plamned searching program for the
plane vhen the discovery was made. All of the erew and passengers
had besn killed.
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Chureh serd ces for verious denominstions were confusted under
the genersl direetion of Dr. James A. "hite, Hzxecutive Seeretary of
the Yosemite Hational Parik Charch., Seversl hundred persons atiended
the special Sunrise Service at Mirrer leke on Easter moraning.

e @R e e M G W Wy

Lawrence C. Herriam,
Superintendent.
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR YOSEMITE NP
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IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,
Dzirector.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . /L

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT CALIFORNIA
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Regional Director, Region IV,
National Park Service, (!’
601 Sheldon Building

San Francisco,

Dear Sir:

o ?&.W s y :/L ks
We are transmitting herewith for your infor- / ‘ :
mation a copy of the Annual Report for Yosemite
ark for the fiscal year ending June

While the "Land Acquisitions" section of
report on pages 15 and 16 is not strictly
fifidential, \we feel sure you will realize

that it is of alconfidential character and it is
requested that it be treated as such.

\ Sincerely yours,

p iam,
Superintendent.



Tosemite National Park
California

June 30, 1938, marked the close of an extremely sective and inter-
esting year in Yosemite. There were, as usual, many problems,
large numbers of visitors, adverse weather conditions which ereated
real emergencies, and an ever-inereasing smount of sdministrative and
routine activities in each of the divisions here. We feel that to
the park visitor, however, there was no outwsrd semblance of a tre-
mendously busy orgenization, but only a comparatively smooth opera-
tion designed to mssist and control pesple efficiently and with the
least possible amount of linterference.

1'50 481,492 visitors who same to Tosemite during the 1937 travel
year were the greatest bona fide mumber recorded here in any year.
Travel during the present travel year is somewhat less than last,
however, evidently due prineipelly to the flood conditions whiech
were encountersd in December throughout the state, the closing of
approach roads during winter and spring months by slides caused by
flood damage and general saturation, and the flooding of highways in

the lowlands during the spring.



WRATHER
CONDITIONS

Pue to its unusual sharseter thies yesnr during the winter, the
weather and ite effscts should have comment. Normal conditionms
were snoountered up to Descember, 1937, but on December 11 snd 12 a
rather serious and demeging flood inundated spproximately 50 per
cent of Yosemite Valley under a considerable smount of water. A
total of 11.5%4 inches of precipitation, in the form of rain entirely,
was recordsd in the Valley during the period Decewber 9 to 12,
tnolusive. This. coupled with usususlly warm Semperatures flor
December and the consequent melting of the snowpaek which already
lay in the higher portions of the park, brought the flood conditions
which sent the Merced River far beyond its banks, csusing a large
amount of damege to physical improvements. The All Year Highway
along the Merced Camyom below the park boundary was undermined badly
for seversl miles, and at Swo peints within the park this road was
rendered impassable for some time. It was not until December 31,
almost three weeks after the flood, that travel from Merced to the
park was resumed over the All Yeer Highway, under somvey control
through the damaged areas, and convoy controls on 12 miles of the
rosd outside of the park boundary are still in effect. The washout
of a large £il1l on the Wewona Hoad during the actual flood period
served to isolate the park entirely for a three-day periocd. The
park was isolated agein on February 11 and 12, when both the All Year
Highway and the Wawone Road were closed by slides; and the All Year
Highwey remained closed for three sdditional days after the 12th.
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Hetimates of damage to physicsl improvements of the Hational
Park Service within the park, ineluding roads and trails, caused
directly by the December flood, amounted to $271,750. and sppropria-
tions were reseived to undertake the nesessary rehabilitation work.
Reconstruction projects are still under way, although wmuchiof .
the work has been done.

Unusually heavy precipitation was ecommon throughout the northern
snd central portions of California Detween December O and 12.

During the latter part of the winter, a tremendously heavy
snowpack was bullt wp in the high country, the heaviest in years.
Total precipitation for the whole fisesl year amounted to 58.99
inches, setiing a new record for precipitation within the park by
exeeeding the previous record year of 1906-7 when precipitation
amounted to 56.17 inches. As indieated, a large portion of the
precipitation came as snow during the latter part of the winter, snd
the effest this spring and susmer has been striking. The waterfalls
and river have stayed higher than usisl, to the delight of summer
visitors. The flora is lush and is remaining gresn for a longer
period, and wildlife undoubtedly bemefits by such conditions.



WINTER

]

Use of the park during the winter months declined considerably
from the former year. During the peried December 1, 1937, to Mereh
31, 1938, inclusive, a Sotal of 31,843 visitors eame imto the park,
compared with 51,233 #he previous year. A total of 25,634 were
counted at the ski flelds st Badger Pese, compared with 3%,812 the
winter before.

It is interesiing to note that there were 11.630 visitors to the
park in Jenuary and 10,289 in February, together amounting to slmost
63 per sent of the total travel to the park during the paet winter
season; only 5,825 visitors ceme in December and 7.000 in March.

The low trevel im Dacember was due, of course, to the flood conditions,
closing of roamds, and unfavorsble conditions generally for winter
sports at that time. :

The Bedger Pass ski house was operated during the latter part of
Decenber, but there was only U to 8 inches of snow svailable that month,
en insufficient amount to ocover all the ski runs. OGood skiing was not
enjoyed at Badger Pase until the latter part of Jamuery, due to lack of
snow until that time. Snow depths at Badger Pase reached 2 maximum of
11 feet on Foebruary 19. The ski house and upski were operated umtil
May 1, although visitors did a 1ittle skiing there during May. Heavy
snows olosed the road into Badger Pass for several days during February.
As in Tormer years., on week-ends when weather and skiing conditions were
favorable, the Badger Pass parking avea proved to be too small, and it
was anedessary o plow out the Glacler Point Boad above Badger Pass for a
short distance o provide suitable parking space for the overflow.
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BADGRR PASS SKI HOUSE, WITH MATN BET HILL IN BACKOROUMD
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Additionsl work on the ski traile in the Badger Pass ares was
performed by the 000 during the summer and sutumn months.

Gonditions for winter sports in Yosemite Vallay were gemerally
not good. The skating rink at Osmp Curry was nmot opened until
Desember 23, later then plenned, Desanse of wars westher. loe
skating was enjoyed intermittently during Jexmary for a total of
about half of the month, beimg interrupted the remsinder of the month
by inclement weather. There was no skating in February dus to
heavy rains and swows in the Valley, sad sttempte to meintein the
ige rink were abandomed for the winbter. Following a relatively
light snowfall in the Valley. on Jamuary 30 the toboggan slide,
sleighs and dog teams were in operation for the first time during

Snow removel costs were sbout the same as in the previous year,
but with more funds expended on the Wawona Hoed and the Glacier Pelnt
Road as far as Badger Pass for contimuous snow removal than in any
other year. There was less than the average amount expended in
show vemovel on the floor of the Valley. Shortage of equipment
conmpslled the suspeneion of snow removal on the Olaoler Point Road
beyond the Badger Pass area after the middle of Jamary. Heavy
contimued snowfall prevented the use of the Glacier Point Road even
a8 Tar as Badger Pass for several days in February. The road inte
the Mariposs Grove of Big Trees was also closed for periods following
heavy storms.



Construction work on the new Big Osk Flat and Tioge roads within
the park was carried on astively. With the exception of gaps at
Oaseede, Tamarack, and Wildeat oreeks, where bridges have net yet
besn constructed, a mew rosd grade is now availsble from the floor
of the Valley over the new Big Oak Flat Road to Crane Plat and on the
new Tioge Boad from Orsme Flat to a point near the old Tiogs Road;
this new roadway is mot yet in condition, of cour<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>