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Memorandum(AIR MAIL)
To: Director
From; Superintendent, Yosemite
t's Annual Narrative Report (10A8)

A review of events at Devils Postpile lational Monumeut
wmgmwm.rml, 1958, to date has produced no material
worthy of méz.wm in the subject repoxrt

Subject:

John C. Preston
Superintendent

In duplicate
Copy to: Regional Director, Region Four
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May 21, 1959

Attached is the subject report for Yosemite Hational
Park covering the period from July i, 1950 w0 date.

in duplicate
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2l. Protection of the Big Trees
22. Land Acquisition



Ce

1. Rosds, parking aress and walks to serve the
2. Circulation roads in Valley residential aress
3. Glaeier Point parking area completion

L. Badger Pass parking ares enlargement

5. Washburn Point parking arves




b, Three comfort stations in White Wolf campground
9+ Three comfort siations in Cemp 9
6. Enlargement of the Glacler Point coufort station

F.

tween July 1, 1956 and April 1, 1959, ave sumsrized as follows:

Yosenite Hationsl Park



Roads 13 projects $ 539,510.76
Trails b projects ' 29,631.82
Bulldings T prejects 368,459.56
Utilities 6 projects ko, k6. 10
Campgrounds 3 projects 26,811.26
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ion as of April 1,

¢ 3,525,913.50
49,830.00
163,650.62
135,929.31

T & il o B W

$ 3,899,608.63

i
Yosemite National Park



olus visitors to Yosemite National

Store, restaurant, fountain, mmwmwmmm

estimated cost of $800,000. Director Wirth and other dignitaries

bullding st a cost of approximately $700,00C
ldated buildings, along with removal of & number of

sttractive 3-unit teacherage was constructed
residential avea for use of the Yosemite school teachers.

Yosemite National Park



This last year the Yosemite Central Sign Shop was par-
sioviasty astine 1 duveloping temniguos for the construstion
engraved interpretive plagues and other devices for areas adminis-

k3 miscellaneous e
84 engraved plastic desk name plates with holders
25 WP emblen sigas

m W personnel. ‘
templates .




Camper days use - entire park 1,286,ha3 1,155,164
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réble amount of time was given to special handling
of foreign visitors sponsored by the Department of State, Inter-
and various educationsl organizstions. Following is a breakdown of
visitors who received special sttention from Yosemite persomnel
during the period Juse 1, 1958 to May 31, 1959:

Austria

Ww

§
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King Baudoin of Belgium and his retimue were in Yosemite
National Park May 22 and 23. He wes spparently much impressed by
in his thanke for courtesies extended by Park personnel.

Yosemite National Park
Californis



On July 17 Mr. Sverre G. Johanneson, age 56, of Glendale,
Bishop Creek. Four passengers in the car were injured.
On Septesber 29 Mr. Ralph Avancibia, age 46, of Mereed,
shout two miles sbove the big tumnel. e was the sole occupant of
the car.

east of Indian Canyon. Rangers recovered his body on July 17.
On November 1 Mr. Alvin Griggs, sge 16, of Falrfax,

Sunnyside Bench with a companion. His body was recovered on

November &. .

elimbera.

Yosemite National Park



teams. Thres oecurred on the cliffs of Yosemite Valley and two
on the domes in the Tuolumne Meadows District. |
MM;M%W&WWW,WW,M
Wm,mmmanmm

siek persons on the mein trails lesding from the floor of the
Valley. The wheeled stretched vas used in these cases.

On Maveh 24 LCDR. Peter Ripps crashed his single-engine
Navy patrol houber into & cliff near the head of Tenays Canyon.
A venger reseue team aided from the air by members of the Civil
and trensported the body back to the Valley on March 27. Adverse
weather conditions eontributed to thedifficulty of this mission.
Other:

2
Yosemite National Pari
Californias



able and 15 non~ L forest fires in Yosemite National
Park. Of this total, 46 were small class "A" fives, 20 class
"B, and no class "C", "' or "B" fives. |

' mmﬁmmmnm,mmmw
and 59 were the result of lightai




flicted by bears, but none were of e serious nature. Only six
as compared to W8 im 1957.
A program of trapping ssd removing deer from the upper

is as follovs:

Radnbow 585,171 Eastern Brook 57,180 olden 8,200
Thirty-two lakes were planted by air; all other waters were planted
by truek.
gations carried on by the Protection Division, an intensive study
of the comparative productivity of the lakes in the Vogelseng aves
wvas conducted by Dr. Jobn Harville snd & crew of four graduste

Yosemite National Park



U. 8. Commissioner, as compared with 146 cases in 1957. Of these
167 involved traffic violations. Fines assessed totaled $3,715.
658 written warnings vere issued for less serious offenses.

In addition to the daily rosd patrols naintained by the
rangers in the various districts, three specisl speed and treffic
control cars were sssigned to the most-traveled Park roads all

BUDEBEY .

Yosemite National Park



In Noveumber the climbing of the face of El Capitan was
completed by three climbers. It was the first climbing of this
356k-foot nearly vertiesl rock fmce. The climb was started in

© 1957 and shared by a number of climbers. Tweaty-six days in all

vere spent in actuslly climbing. The three who finally accomplished
the feat spent nine days, almost without reat, on the final assault.

Yosenite National Paric



beginning of new projects and prior to any undertaking




A b2,000 G.V.W. positive four-wheel drive Walter
nter with a 300 .P. supercharged Diesel engine, equipped
with & rigid one-way plow snd a high speed 9 £t. "V" plow and wing,
costing spproximately $30,000, was received in December 1958.
This mechine was used to belp open the Glacier Point,
department of $3,000. This saving could be even greater in a




ted and forvarded. BSite lo-

Built originally at Wewons and moved to & site across

guarters has been returned to the pioneer village. A small Ammy
to their respective sites in the village. As the bulldings are

One of Yosemite's most colorfil wmilitary superintendent

ves Major H. C. Bemson. His widow recently presented his dress

Yosemite Hational Park
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California
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Merviam's The Liviog Past.
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£all by cooperating Forest Service entowologists provided the evi-
dence necessary to program a lavge scals (3500 meres) spray project
for the 1960 Fiscal Year. Bfforts to keep the Park visitors well
informed on the "why's snd wherefore's' of this project ave being
aiven Snevenset shbaniien

vas expanded to in-
ts from the University of Californis. Along vith
the research being done on the use of chemiesl controls, vork is
being conducted toward the ultimate use of biological comtrol which
is not only the most desireble control method, but vill algo wltie
mately be the most practical mesas of comtrol.

Spreying vas limited to two smuple plots; 10
the spring snd 80 meves in the fall.

0 acyes in



laney Creek area included sn intemsive spotting and

by & month-long control progrem carried out during June by a 20-man

California



The incidence of bark bedle infected trees shoved a

California



L , radication was done on 4160, end
maintensace work on 671 seres. An ersdication crew of 25 men, a
used to mccomplish the work. The wide-strip checking method ves




The effectiveness of log barrier enclosed vith slash
chips has been most gratifying in sllevisting the umsn erosion
around the base of the Grizsly Giant and the California Trees.
A vesearch project was initisted to determine the effects of
uman erosion on the Mariposs Grove of Big Trees.




The year marked one of the wost productive as far as
land scquisition was concemned. A total of 1,005 meres was added
o the adninistrative responsibility of the Park. Of these, 992
acres vere acquired in comnection with the nev administratd
at Bl Portal. 9.4 acres represent the acquisition of 67 lots in




July 7, 1959

Copy to:

JStratton:hd



May 28, 1959

during the peried July 1, 1958, to date has produced
vorthy of inclusion in the subject repoxt.

In duplicate
Copy to: Regional Director, Region Fowr

JWStratton:bil



July 7, 1959

Irion, 10, from los Angeles, Califoruia,
My W in & fall of m. Wﬂ&m M m W .

Jobm €. Preston
Gxs fh 3 : f v . ,.".‘ i§¢

In duplicate
Copy to: Regional Director, Begion Four (2)

JStratton:hd



May 27, 1959

John C. Preston

in duplicate

JWStratton:hd



SIGNIPICANT EVENTS OF THE 1959 FISCAL YEAR

15. Interpretive Facilities

17. Lodgepole Needleminer Control Project
19. Forest Pest Control

20. Disease Control

22. Land Acquisition
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I. mwmwmwmmm%mm
during the 1959 Fiscal year, including completion of the
following projects:

A. Roads
1. Roads, parking sress and walks to serve the
2. Circulation roads in Valley residential aress
5. Washburn Point parking ares

6. Bridalveil campground ecirculation roads

B.

C.

1. Ten employee residences in Upper Tecoya area,
Valley floor
2. Comfort station at Wewona campground

Yosemite Nationsl Park



3. Pour comfort stations in Bridalveil esspground
k. Three comfort stations in White Wolf campgroum
5. Three comfort stations in Camp 9

6. Enlargement of the Glacier Point comfort station

B.

L. mxmmmmmw

ks
Tecoya ares '

E.

on of k00 campsites in Yosemite Valley
r.

1. Acguisition of five house trallers
2. Demolition of 10 old residences

tween July 1, 1956 and April 1, 1959, are sumarized as follows:

Yosemite National Park
California
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c.

1.

2.

s
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13 projects
k projects
7 projects
6 projects
3 projects
2 projects

$ 539,500.76
29,631.82
366,459.58
bho,462.10
26,211.26

SSI0N 66 projects still under construction inciude:

be completed this season. Paving is programmed

in the 1960 fiseal year.

rehouse snd utility shops.

r's new

asions to May Lake, Tenays Lake, ete.



¥,

$ 3,585,913.50
49,830.00
163,650.82
135,929.31

k T

$ 3,899,608.63




Park.
Store, resteursnt, fountain, beauty parlor and barber shop at an
estimated cost of $800,000. mm and other dignitaries
participsted in the formal dedication ceremonies on May 9, 1959.
The Company also completed the new warehouse and utdlity
building st & cost of spproximately $700,000.
mmwmmmmwmm which com-
of these dllepidsted buildings, along with removal of & musber of
government shacks, has done much to emhance the beauty of Yosemite




tered by the Nationsl Park Service. Some of the jobs included:

8k engraved plastic desk name plates with holders
25 NPS emblem signs

courses for persomnel from other Service areas in the use of sign
Wm;



Camper dsys use - entire park 1,886,h23 1,151,164




A considerable amount of time was given to specisl handling
of foreign visitors sponsorved by the Department of State, Inter-
national Cooperation Admin: mental Affairs Institute,
and various educational organizations. Following is a breakdown of
during the period June 1, 1958 to May 31, 1959:

BN U PR TORUIRE TN S
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King Baudoin of Belgium end his retinue were in Yosemite



On July 17 Mr. Sverre G. Jobanneson, age 56, of Glendale,
On September 29 Mr. Ralph Arsncibia, age b6, of Merced,
the car.

nt of

On July 16 Mr. leon Erdmen, sge 16, of San lorenzo,
east of Indien Canyon, red his body on July 17.
On November 1 Mr. Alvin Griggs, age 16, of Fairfax,
California, fell to bis death while c¢limbing on a ledge sbove
Sunnyside Bench with a companion. His body was recovered on
November 2.

Yosemite National Park



Mmmmmmmmmwmm
teams. Three occurred on the cliffs of Yosemite Valley sund two
on the domes in the Tuolumne Meadows District.

The most spectacular, and one which received extensive
publicity, occurred on August 20 when Bill Beeghley, age 17, from
long Beach, California, became stranded on a very narrow ledge

In addition, there were five evacustions of injuved or
Nevy patrol bomber into @ cLiff mear the hesd of Tenaya Canyon
A ranger rescue team aided from the air by members of the Civil

dron from Bishop, California, located the wreckege
and transported the body back to the Valley on March 27. Adverse




able and 15 non-statistical forest fires in Yosemite National
Park. Of this total, 48 were small class "A" fires, 20 class
"8", and no class "C", "D’ or "E" fires.

The average fire was 0.33 scres, and the average sup-




the summer season. There were nine injuries to Park visitors in-
flicted by bears, but none were of & serious nature. Only six
as compared to 48 im 1957.

‘end of Yosemite Valley was instituted in order to relieve the
snimals. Forty-two head have been removed to date.

Pish planting for 1958 ves as follows: A total of 650,551
trout was planted in the Perk this season. A breskdown by specles
is as follows:

Rednbow 583,171 Bastern Brook 57,180 Golden 8,200
Thirty-two lakes were planted by air; all other waters were planted
gations carried on by the Protection Division, an intensive study
was conducted by Dr. Jobm Harville and a crew of four graduste

Yosemite National Park



U. 8. Comuissioner, as compared with 148 cases in 1957. Of these
167 involved traffic violations. Fines assessed totaled $3,715.

Yosemite National Park
Californis



10.

In November the climbing of the face of EL Capitan was
completed by three climbers. It was the first elimbing of this
356k-foot nearly vertical rock face. The climb was started in
1957 and shared by a number of climbers. Twenty-six days in all
vere spent in actuslly climbing. The three who finally accomplished
the feat spent nine days, almost without rest, on the final assault.



The Park Safety Committee wes reorganized and & de-

We feel some progress has been nade and this effort is




i2.

A 42,000 G.V.W. positive four-wheel drive Walter

ter with a 300 H.P. supercharged Diesel engine, eguipped
with & rigid one-way plow and a high speed 9 £t. "V' plow and wing,

This machine was used to help open the Glacier Point,
Big Osk Flat snd Tioga Roads at an estimated saving to the road
department of $3,000. This saving could be even greater in a
bad snow yeexr.

Yosenite Rationsl Park



and Master Plan sheets were completed and forwarded. Site lo-
1ing, & new shake roof, and stairs to the loft. Horse-
dvewn vehicles stored here will be on display this summer.

Built originally st Wawona and woved to & site across
wm has been returned to the pioneer village. A small Army
and appearance.

One of Yosemite's most colorful military superintendents




the stage-projection room has resr projection oato a 12-foot
plastic sereen, a remote-controlled projector, and an electrically-

Yogemite National Park
California






Yosemite's program for the reprinting of classics went
steadily forward with the scheduled reprinting of 2500 copies of
100 Years in Yosemite and the printing of 1000 copies of The Big
Qak Flat Road. Arrangements were made for future printing of
Merrism's The Living Past

During the year 26,500 copies of reprints of special
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dence necessary to program s large scale (3500 scres) spray project
informed on the "why's and vherefore's" of this project m being
the research being done on the use of chemical controls, work is
being conducted toward the ultimate use of biological control which
is not only the most desirsble contyol method, but will also wlti-
nately be the most practical means of control.

the spring and 80 acres in the fall.

Yosemite National Park
Californis



The program to contyol this epidemic situation in the
by a month-long control progrem carried out during June by a 20-man

orev.

The condition here is an aggressive epldemic of the







during the summer of 1958; 5180 acres were worked for 1759 man
days expended and 253,843 ribes were removed. Initial vork vas
maintensnce work on 671 acres. An evsdication crew of 25 men, &
checking crew of 12 men, and 6 private comtrecting

used exclusively except for contract inspection




chips has been most gratifying in alleviating the humen erosion
A research project vas initiated to determine the effects of




. *

The year marked one of the most productive as far as
land acquisition was concerned. A total of 1,005 ascres was added
%o the administrative responsibility of the Park. Of these, 992
at El Portal. gﬁhmmmmwmmwﬁ?ma
the Foreste eves snd approximately 3.8 acves were sequired in the

Developments @8 well as lend values in the Wawons ares

A number of appraisals were made on Wawone properties
as well as the bono Mining claims.
exceed, by far, the funds available for such purchases.

Ko



