
Study Process under Section 5(d)(1) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 

Initiation of a Unit Plan or 
other plan in the planning 
portfolio where the 
geographic scope includes 
streams or rivers (i.e. 
Backcountry Management 
Plan, Wilderness Plan).

Any NPS park unit or 
program can initiative 
5(d)(1) studies at anytime 
and  any reason at 
the discretion of NPS 
Management. 

Initiate 5(d)(1) if a proposed 
project has the potential to 
negatively affect the free-flow or 
outstandingly remarkable values 
of any eligible river and could 
possibly make it ineligible. The 
suitability analysis should be 
coordinated with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process associated with the 
underlying project proposal. 

NPS study team assembled.  Team begins by 
examining river’s eligibility based on WSRA, 
Interagency Guidelines, IWSRCC, and NPS criteria.  
To be eligible, river must be free-flowing and 
possess one or more ORV. If past NRI or 5(d)
(1) have been conducted, the new planning 
process provides an opportunity to review this 
information and update it. 

Utilize information 
from NRI, other 5(d)
(1) studies, and/or 
reconnaissance surveys 
when available. 

Is the river eligible? 

No.  Document findings.  Seek 
review from PPSS and WASO 
programs. Incorporate findings 
into the plan and ROD.  

Yes. Document findings.  Propose “wild,” 
“scenic,” or “recreational” classification 
for river or segments based on WSRA, IG, 
and IWSRCC criteria. Consider seeking 
interim review by PPSS and WASO 
programs. It is recommended to continue 
to suitability phase of study. 

Applying criteria in WSRA Sec. 4(a)(ii), IGs, 
and IWSRCC Study paper, determine if 
the study river is suitable for designation.  
Note that this decision triggers NEPA. 



Is the river suitable for designation? 

YES.  Document findings, following NEPA 
and NPS review process.  Document 
stakeholder support for and impacts of 
federal involvement in implementing the 
CRMP if the river designated.  Update the 
national NPS eligible/suitable database 
with these findings.

NO.  Document findings, following 
NEPA process and NPS internal 
review process.   Update the 
national NPS eligible/suitable 
database with these findings. 

Upon completion of NEPA process, the ROD should include the 
recommendation to designate the river segment.  Then forward 
final version to Congress via Department.  Consider putting the 
proposal to designate the river segment(s) as part of the regional 
legislative proposal process. NPS is required to manage the river 
as if it is designated and protect it with its other authorities (It is 
not protected under the WSRA until it is designated).  

NPS no longer needs 
to manage the river 
segment(s) as if they 
are eligible.  Suitability 
analysis may be 
revisited at a later time. 

Does the river segment(s) get 
designated by Congress? 

Yes, the river is designated by Congress.  Within 
one year of the date of designation, develop 
and promulgate boundaries of new WSR 
following the procedures in Sec. 3(b).  Include 
the river’s classification determination(s) unless 
Congress has included classification in the 
designation language.  Commence preparation 
of a Comprehensive River Management Plan.  
For more details on the WSR planning process, 
follow guidance in Section [xxx] of this RM 46.  
Note that the CRMP must be completed within 
3 full FYs of designation. 

No. NPS continues to manage the river 
as if it were designated using it’s other 
authorities (It is not protected under 
the WSRA until it is designated). 


