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1. Name of Property

historic name Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds

other names/site number Memorial Park; Charlemont Fairgrounds

2. Location

street & number Park Street I I not for publication
city or town  Charlemont vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA  county Franklin code 011 zip code 01339

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this }/_ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide /.local
Signature of certifying official Brona Simon, MHC, SHPO Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby,rtify that this property is:

. entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register

other (exptain:)

S-ttn

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Ctieck as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

private building(s)
X public - Local X district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION & CULTURE, fair

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

NO STYLE

Category of Property

Franklin County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

2 3 buildings
0 0 district

1 0 site

1 1 structure
0 0 object

4 4 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION & CULTURE, outdoor recreation

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation: STONE
walls: WOOD, Weatherboard

roof.: ~ STONE, Slate
other: EARTH (racetrack)
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Dearfidd Vdley Agriculturd Society Fairgrounds, aso known as the Charlemont Fairgrounds or Memorid Park,
ae locaed on Pak Sredt in Charlemont, Franklin County, Massachusatts Charlemont is Stuated in the eestem
foothillsof the Berkshire Mountains along the Dearfidld River; the Mohawk Trail (State Rt. 2) isthe Main Sret of the
town. The fairgrounds occupy aplateau devated above the town on the eest Sdeof North Heath Roed (Slate Rt 8A),
which leeds north into neary Vermont. The aooess road connecting the fairgrounds to the highway is nemed Park
Strest. Comprising gpproximately 24 acres the fairgrounds—now the town-owned Memoria Park—are nestled into the
reforested mountaingde with less than half of its areamaintained as aclearing (PHOTOS 1 & 2). The nominated
property contains eight components, including two contributing buildings, three noncontributing buildings, one
contributing dte (the landscgpe), one contributing Sructure, and one noncontributing Sructure. Three didtinctive
higtoric festures characterize the historic property: aracetrack, agranddand, and an exhibition building, al of which
were condructed in betwean 1885 and 1892 by the Dearfield Valey Agricultura Sodety for their annud agricultural
fair. A fourth sgnificant feature isthe organization of the landscgpewith itsracetrack, buildings, and essodated goen
goece that was designed to support temporary dructures, corras, concessions, anusemantts and vehide parking during
fair times (PHOTO 3). The three buildings and ane dructure that are noncontributing are conddered such due to ther
recent congruction detes

Narrative Description

The plan and landscgpe development of the 24-acre property reflectsthe cusomary organization and desgn of local and
county fairsin the period. It isstuated on aplaeau devaied above the north 9de of the hill-town hamlet, and the dte
probably wes levded to auit its purpose (FIGS. 1-3). The mgjority of the rectangular Ste is defined by ahaf-mile dirt
racetrack, with the open goece indde and outdde the ovd filled to capecity with temporary sructuresduring fair times
(FIG. 2). Wheniin full operation, the otherwise vacant areabecame a densdy packed city of entertainments Parmanant
dructures on this amdl locd fairground were few, including one exhibition building and agranddand.  The recetrack
meeares 1000 feet long by 400 feet wide; it is condructed of packed earth with atrack surface about 15 feet wide
(FIG. 2). Subgtantidly completed in 1892, the track was extended on the north end in 1911 to increese the length to
one-hdf mile. It isthe sscond track on the dite, replacing or enlarging aamdler track that opened with the fairgrounds
in 1872, and occupying land purchased in 1892, The 1911 extendion is located on a parcd purchessd earlier thet yeer.

It was used for animd judging, parades and horseracing. It hes not functioned in theseways for mary years &
indicated by the mature pine grove that was planted dong the rear (eestem) dretch of thetrack and on hdf of the infield
(FIG. 2& PHOTO 14). Asfurther evidence of its inactivity, an areafor automobile demolition derbieswes condructed
dong the home (westem) dretch just north of the granddands in 1997 (PHOTO 12). Currently, the track isusd by
towngpeople for running, walking, and exerciang.

Built ca 1889, the existing exhibition building replaced one condructed in 1872 that hed become inedequate. The
building islocated a the brink of the plateau a the southemn edgeof the fairgrounds. 1t is an exceadingly rare 19+-
century fairgrounds building type (FIGS. 4-6 & PHOTOS 6-11). Few dmilar fairgrounds buildings of this ege survive
in the gate. The two-story, gable-roof building isnot framed as afarm building, as might be expected in an agriculturd
fair. Thefirst gory isframed inaconventiond indudtria manner with two-rows of square wood posts supporting cross
beas or girts & regular intervals. With doors & either end, this lower leve originally may have bean used for animd
exhibits (PHOTO 11). The upper gory is marefinished,with wdl-executed joinery and exposad roof framing. The
sngle pod-less goece was goanad by massve trusses (PHOTOS 8-10). Although al the wood mambas ware savn,

(continued)
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the framing was a cdebratory digplay of predse craftsmanship that recdled along tradition of wood condruction. This
upper room likely wes used for displays of domedic crafts and hand workmanship that complemented itssetting. An
eathen ramp runs up perpendicularly to an entrance onthe west end of the north (front) wall. The exiding exterior
dairs on the eedt Sde are recant replacamants of earlier ones The exterior of the building was rehabilitated in 2002,
window sseh hed bean removed yearsearlier and replaced with wire shedting to discourage vanddiam.

The granddand wes built in 1892 for spectators of events taking place onthe recetrack (FIGS. 4, 5 & 7; PHOTOS 15 &
12). The large, wood-frame building hes 14 rows of wood bleechers devated aop an endosed first sory, which would
have originally functioned as an exhibition and/or dining hall. The beseisframed with savnwall gudsandfloorjoists,
with the bleacher level supported by two rows of chamfered podsjoined and braced to messve girts(PHOTOS 4 & 5).
The end walls contained entrances and al four Sdeswere punctuated with sash windows, the framing of many of which
survive. In some more recent period, probably in the mid 20* century, four sarvice windows were cut into the front
(eest) feBade when the lower leve was used for food concessons  These were later walled over on the exterior, leaving
the exigting blank ggp between end windows on the track-dde fecede (PHOTOS 1 & 4). Origina wood novety sding
islargdy intact. The upper bleacher secfion is tucked under agable roof covered with datefil esthat ae probably
origind. 1t issupported by the reer wall and eight sevenrindhrsguare podts evenly goeoed—about 10f t. gpat—aaoss
the open front faBade. All structurd membars—pod, beams rafters, bleacher sringars—are savn and display circular
saw kerf marks Pogs and bearmsin the roof sysem are connected by mortise-and-tenon joints, and plates are atached
to the tops of lower podshy heavy lag screws. Bench seats are fabricated from one-by-six-inch boerds, which double
as depsleading upward. Wire nails are used throughout, conddent with the 1892 date of congruction. Acoess to the
granddands was mede by dairs a the lowest level & one or both ends of the building. These have been removed. (A
ca 1835 photograph suggests theat there then hed been a gar on the front a the north end of the building, and a present
there isno aooess to granddtand seeting other then by ladder.) A one-dory €l isatached to the center of the rear (west)
wall of the building; itsorigind function is unknown (perhaps a kitchen), but it hes functioned as acomfort gafion for
may years The exterior and interior were rehabilitated in 2005. (PHOTOS 2 & 3). Oncetypical of late 19"-cantury
farground granddands in westem Massachusdits, the Charlemont example hes become an exceptiondly rare survivor.
The gonefoundafion of the building wes rehabilitated in 1975.

The date roofs of both the grandgtand and exhibifion building have played asgnificant rolein their longevity.
Charlemont's proximity to date quarries in neighboring Vermont surdy mede it convenient to use this long-lasfing
materid.

Theretypicaly were draw pits on fairgrounds where famers could put their work horses and oxento atest of their
drength. The chore of dearing rocks and sumps from the mountainous landscgpe of westem Massachusdits became a
goort & fairtime. Horse pulls have not been supplanted by trector pulls in New England, where work horses are
coveted by itsfew remaining hardscrabble farmers. (Machinery dways hes hed adifficult time working the rocky
hillsdes and amdlfiel dsin the Berkshires) The precise location of an origind draw pit & Charlemont is unknown.
The exiging one within the ovd a the south end of the racetrack weas congtructed in 2005, with the requidte condsad
shdtered competition areaand bleachers (PHOTO 13). A more modem competition areawes addad to the northwest
section of theracetrack in 1997. Thisone wes built for automobile demolifion derbies. The materid festures—concrete
Ja=ey bariers chain-link fencing, and ged bleachers—reflect itsindudrid-age nature (PHOTO 12).

Thetwo final features of the Charlemont fairgrounds are an information booth condructed ca 2000 (PHOTO 12), ad a
picnic pavilion built in 2007 (PHOTO 13). The one-dory, wood-frame buildings have metd gable roofs, opanwalls,
and conarete ped floors. While the Dearfidd Vdley Fair is an event now long in the padt, the recant trandformation of
the fairgrounds into a town park hes mede it acoessble for awide range of public uses including picnicking. During
one weskad in the summer, the fairgroundshogt Y ankee Doodle Days, which were reingtituted in 1997 after a hiatus
and indude activities that recdl the spirit of the old agriculturd fairs.
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A ligt of the components of the Charlemont Fairgrounds follows below.

FEATURE DESCRIPTION DATE RESOURCE  STATUS PHOTO
NAME BUILT TYPE (contributing or NO.

noncontributing)

24-acre parcel with planned landscape containing buildings and

Fairgrounds structures to support an agricultural fair, including a racetrack, 1871  Site Cc FIGS.
exhibition building, grandstand, and open space for temporary 15
structures. PHOTOS

12-14
Dirt oval measuring 1000 ft. x 400 ft. with a race course 15 ft. wide.

Racetrack Replaced or expanded original tack in 1892; extended in 1911 to 1892  Structure Cc FIGS.
current half-mile length. The track has been altered by the 1911 15
addition of a demolition derby area on the home stretch north of PHOTOS
the grandstand; the back stretch is contained in a later pine grove 12-14

that covers the northeastern half of the infield; the infield contains
a new roofed draw pit, an information booth, and a picnic pavilion.

Two-story wood-frame exhibition building, slate gable roof, wood

Exhibition board-and-batten siding; \o\Ner level partially below grade, 4 ca.1889 Building Cc FIGS.

Building windowrs on front (north) fagade, west end covered by stone ramp 4-6.
leading to second story, doors on gable ends, 5 windows on south PHOTOS
fapade; second story has 5 bay on front fa?ade w/ large entrance 6-11

off ramp on west end, second entrance on east gable wall w/
exterior stairs (replacement); all window sash removed and
replaced with wire mesh.

Wood-frame bleachers surmounting a one-story enclosed space

Grandstand and covered by a slate gable roof, supported by a wall at the upper 1892  Building Cc FIGS.
edge of the stepped seating and by tall posts in the front. Walls are 5&7
covered with wood novelty siding (probably replacing earlier PHOTOS
siding) unpainted except for front wall, which was painted wiith red, 15&12

white, and blue stripes; bleachers constructed with wood floors,
and wood benches; all wood framing members sawn. New
foundation constructed in 1975.

Earthen track (part of historic racetrack) enclosed on sides by

Demolition chain-link fences, board fences, and concrete Jersey barriers; 1997  Structure NC FIG. 2
Derby steel bleachers on west side. PHOTO 12
Area

One-story wood frame open-wall building, metal gable roof,
Information concrete floor; north end enclosed with counter-level kneewalls. ca.2000 Building NC 12
Booth

One-story wood frame open-wall recreational building, metal gable
Picnic roof; posts on gable ends spaced to replicate 3-bay aisle barn 2007 Building NC 13
Pavilion fa?ade, concrete floor.
Draw Pit One-story wood frame open-wall recreational building, metal gable

roof; contains wiood bleachers on south side and an earthen 2005 Building NC 13

competition area on north side; corrals w/ wood board fences on
north and west sides.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare located on the fairgrounds, Stesmey be present. One andent Steis locaed in
the genard area (within one mile); reflecting generdly low Ste dengtiesfor this portion of the Connecticut River Valley.
Environmental characterigtics of the fairgrounds represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands)
that are favorable for the presence of Native Stes. The fairgrounds ae located on an excessvey drained, leve to
moderatdy doping glaciofluvia terracein dose proximity to wetlands. Mill Brook, atributary of the Dearfield River,
forms part of the northvwest boundery of the fairgrounds. The confluence of Mill Brook and the Deearfidd River is
located gpproximatdy 1500 feet to the southeedt. The Deerfidld River convergeswith the Connecticut River in the town
of Greenfidd, eedt of the fairgrounds. Given the above information, the 9zeof the digtrict (gpproximatdy 240 acres),
and known pettemnsof Native American settlement in the Connecticut River Valey, ahigh potentid exigsfor locating
andent Native American resources & the Fairgrounds. An archaeological survey is nesded to detlerminethe effects of
hitoric land use on the integrity of potential Native American resources
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A high potentid aso exids for the recovery of historic archeeologica  resources on the fairgrounds property. Structura
evidence and congruction features mey survive from an exhibition building (1872) and draw pit; both replaced by the
exiging dructures. Stratigrgphic evidence may aso exist fromthe origind desgn of theracetrack and later renovetions
The racetrack wes replaced or expanded in 1892 and 1911. Structura evidence of outbuildings mey aso survive onthe
fargrounds property. Archaeologicad evidence of occupationd-rdated features (trash aress privies, wdls) may d0
survive on the fairgrounds property.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x"in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing)

AGRICULTURE
A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our ARCHITECTURE

history. ENTERTAINMENT / RECREATION

e B Propenty Is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1871 - 194
individual distinction.

Period of Significance

e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1871 - first fair held at this site
ca. 1889 - exhibition building built

o ) ) 1892 - grandstand built; 1934 - last fair held
Criteria Considerations

(Mark ""in all the boxes that appl) Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Owned by a religious Institution or used for religious

A purposes.
. - . Cultural Affiliation
B removed from its original location.
N/A
C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.
o . Architect/Builder
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
Unknown
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of sgnificance was established to bracket the yearsthe Deerfield Valey Agricultural Sodety sponsored their
annud fair on the property from 1871 to 1934. After the ladt fair in 1934, the fairgrounds were unusd ad eventudly
s0ld to aprivate landowner. The property was later conveyed to the Town of Charlemont, which hes presarved the
higtoric landscape buildings, and racetrack as part of a public park for passve recregtion. A ummea wesked
community fair neamed Y ankee Doodle Days hes occurred on the property intermittently Snce 1962, but itisnot an
agriculturd fair and is exduded from the period of Sgnificance.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria)

The Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds in Charlemont, Massachusetts, also known as the Charlemont
Fair and now known as Memorial Park, is historically and architecturally significant as a rare and distinctive example
of a late 19*-century farm community exhibition facility and gathering place, once common in Massachusetts.
Opened in 1871, the fairgrounds contain exhibition and grandstand buildings, buih ca. 1885 and 1892 respectively,
that are among the oldest and least altered of any standing on a Massachusetts county or town fairground. A dirt
racetrack, another defining fairgrounds feature, also is extant, as well as open space inside and outside the oval on
which temporary buildings and tents, pens and corrals, and concession stands were seasonally erected. The Deerfield
Valley Agricultural Society was formed in 1870 to promote "the attainment and diffusion of scientific and practical
knowledge of the cultivation of the soil, and all the departments pertaining thereto; and to encourage the mechanic
and fine arts and domestic manufactures." The larger Franklin County Agricultural Society, formed in 1849, served
similar purposes, and its fair in Greenfield had been operating continuously since 1850. A railroad connected
Charlemont and Greenfield since 1852, which made the movement of passengers and light freight faster, yet with
Charlemont at the westem extreme of the county, transporting livestock to the Greenfield fairgrounds (NR pending,
2011) was prohibitively expensive. Altematively, farmers in remote upland towns such as Charlemont faced the time-
consuming and difficult task of driving their cattle and other livestock over the roads. Thus, as was done in other hill
towns west of the Connecticut Valley, Charlemont agricultural interests formed their own society and sponsored their
own fair. The Charlmont fair operated annually until 1934 and continued in intermittent and varied uses thereafter.
Regular fair activities were reintroduced as "Yankee Doodle Days" in 1952. As such, it is one of very few local
agricultural fairs that continue to function and one of even fewer agricultural fairs at any level to retain their original
exhibition and grandstand buildings. The Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairground is significant at a local
level under National Register Criterion A for its association with hilltown agricultural history in Massachusetts and
under Criterion C for the integrity of its buildings, site, and structures. Recently, pavilions have been added for
current park and recreational activities, which although non-historic, help sustain the fair and public assembly
functions of the property.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

Agriculture

The Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds is significant in the history of agriculture for the role it played in
the organized movement for agricultural improvement in the early 19* century, as well as the continuation of providing
information and incentives to farmers to adopt progressive agricultural practices. Elkanah Watson introduced the first
agricultural fair in nearby Pittsfield, Massachusetts, in 1810, and in 1818 the Massachusetts legislature authorized the
incorporation of agricultural societies to promote agricultural improvements, and allocated funds to be provided as
premiums. Local and county agricultural societies offered other forms of assistance to farmers, but their principal activity
was organizing annual fairs for farmers and farm communities to assemble, share ideas, and bond together in a common
effort. Fairgrounds began to proliferate soon after and would develop into a statewide agricultural network that continues
to this day. The Charlemont fairgrounds opened in 1871 for the remote hill towns in western Franklin County, as an
alternative to the distant county agricultural society's fairgrounds in Greenfield.

Architecture

Agricultural fairgrounds are characterized by a number of historic features. They are defined by a large, open space
where farmers could display their animals in pens and, later, in permanent shelters. In addition, farm suppliers,
merchants, hawkers, and other concessionaires occupied makeshift booths spread throughout the area. The fairgrounds
also had to be large enough for hundreds of spectators to assemble and park their vehicles. Exhibition buildings were
constructed to display farm produce, foodstuffs, and products of domestic manufacture. In the case of the first exhibition
building at the Charlemont Fairgrounds, there was also a dining room, indicating that food service was an early
component of the fair experience. Animals and many types of farm and home production were exhibited to bejudged,
and arenas with judges' stands were created for this purpose. Racetracks were introduced to provide an area forjudging

8
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animds and for parades and horse racing, which were popular forms of rurd entertainment. Grandgtands were
condructed to provide goectators with devated seating to observe both functions. The grandgtand, built in 1892, is
devated atop afirst-storyendosure that sarved as an exhibition and/or dining hall. Over time, other more specidized ad
more pamanent buildings became common for exhibiting animds and other farm and home production, as well as gands
for food and other concessons. In the westem Massechusattshill towns where work horse competitions were (and il
ae) popular, roofed draw pitswith their own goectator Sandswere common. The demoalition derby areaadded to the
Chademont recetreck in 1997 isamodem adgptation of thistraditiona activity.

Entertainment & Recrestion

Nineteenth-century agriculturd fairs, just as their Medieva European predecessors weere as much aform of community
entatainment and recredtion as they were motivators for farm improvement. It was amgjor ladesumme evat in rurd
sodiety, and one of the mod universal gatherings of the entire year. Community mambasfrom all welksof life convened
to cdebrate the seasond harvedt, farmers hard work, and locd pride of place. While exhibits were amain attraction, the
fair offered arange of entertainments including food and refreshments, viewing vendors wares, races and competitions,
mudca ad theatricd parformances, ad carniva dhows and rides. A mearry-go-round ws apopular atrection & early
fairsin Charlemont, which presaged the daborate amusamant park-type rides that now dominate county fairs.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Locaed dong the north benk of the Deerfield River in the uplands of western Franklin County, Charlemont wes
stled in 1742, later than modt of the county's Connecticut Valley towns. Its siting dong the Deerfiedld River and the
Mohawk Trail, the mgjor esst-west corridor betwean Greenfield and Troy, New Y ork, medeit acommercid canter for
the rurd westem towns surrounding it. Itsrole es aregiond hub was accentuated when the Troy and Greenfidd
Railroad reeched the town in 1868.

From the early 1800s the beef cattle indudtry tied the town closdly to Greenfield, the center of the region's cettle trede.
According to higorian J. Ritchie Garrison, farmers in Charlemont, and other upland towns in the wesem partt of the
county, 0ld beef cattlefed on their plentiful pegure land to farmersin the lowland Connecticut Valey towns, who
fattened them in gdls and drove them to markes in Brighton (outsde Boston), Springfield, and New York City.
Chalemont farmers 0 hed large herdsof shegp that provided woal for the growing textile indugtry. In 1840
Franklin County wes third among the gatels fourteen counties inits hegp population, and, according to one obsaver,
Chademont was ane of five county towns "mog cdebrated” for wool growing.” By the mid-1840s, upland farmers
produced more butter and dheese than the average household consumed, suggedting that surpluseswere bound for sle
in mare populous places™ Still, as Leender Wetherdl of the Bogton Cultivator told west-county farmersin 1873,
growing grass and grazing "have ever bean and till are the leading lines of rurd indudtry in this county,” and this
focus gaverise to the cattle shows initiated in numerous Franklin County towns in the 1800s"

The Deafield Vdley Agricultural Sodety emerged a atime when the arriva of the Troy and Greenfidld Railroad in
Chalemont presanted both a promise and athreat to upland farmers. The sodiety grew out of the loca Farmers Club,
which gopears to have bean founded about 1868, the same year thet the railroad reeched the town. The sodety wes
formed three yearslaer in 1871.

Therailroad opened new markes for Franklin County farm products, and medeit far eesier to trangport both
agriculturd goodsand livestock. "Railroads are beginningto do for Franklin County whet they have long snce done
for more favored sections of the commonwedth,” the committee formed to consder cregting the Franklin County
Agricultural Soaely obsarved in 1849, ayear after the Troy and Greenfield was chartered. "The wallsof ssparation
betwemn us and the great marts of trade and cantersof budness are being broken down and we are beginning to

" J. Ritchie Garrison, Landscape and Material Life in Franklin County, fVlassachusetts, 1770-1860 (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1991), 55,
65-67,73-74, 79-80, 86; Leander Wetherwell, Boston Cultivator, address to Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society, in Third Annual Report: Transactions of
the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society, for 1873 (np: the Society, 1873), 24.
A Garrison, f/laterial Life, 56, 59-60.

“Wetherell in Third Annual Report, 14.
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asume our proper position among the Ssterhood of counties™" In 1857 Roger Hooker Leavitt, one of Charlemont's
leading ditizens, landowners, and farmers, argued "the importance of a railroad to the farmers and urged that no ane
should get their votes who was opposad to this interest, 0 important to them.” And in 1874 in the Deerfidd Vdley
Agricultural Society's transactions and accourt of its fair, the Committee on Grain and Grass Saads dated thet "evary
farmer should know that wheet craves lime and aghes in the soil" and thet "now our railroads runintodl of our lime
regions. At our bidding lime in bulk could be ddivered & our dgpats a prices we hopeto show that farmers can
afford to buy it."'

However, the nation's fast-growing rail sysem aso brought to the Eadt products from the West'sfarms. Farmers feared,
rightly, that western farm products would inundate the Ead, force down the prices their own products could commeand,
and quite likely result in dhangesin what and how they farmed. Thusto farmers and those whose livelihood degpanded in
part upon agriculturd progperity, formal organization must have seamed imperdtive both to prepareto medt nev market
damand and to counter westem competition. By midcentury, fattening cattle was no longer profitable for mog area
farmers, but raising them remained the centerpiece of the county's agricultural economy, and farmers no doubt sought to
develop new products and processesto use thisresource

The Dearfidd Vdley Agricultural Sodety weas founded a lesst in part because the group to which many of them then
bdonged—the Franklin County Agricultural Sodety—undearepresented, and thus undervalued, the egriculturd
achievemants of thesewestem uplands farmers. At the 1867 Franklin County Fair in Greenfield, for example, very few of
the premiums in the livestock competitions went to farmersin the seven westem towns of Charlemont, Buckland,
Aghfield, Hawley, Heath, Rowe, and Monroe; despite the importance of caitleto adl of these towns, not a sngle
Charlemont farmer was awvarded a prize, cdled apremium, in the cattle desses* No one from the five westermmod
towns—Charlemont, Heeth, Hawley, Rowe, and Monroe—wes an officer or trugtee of the Franklin County sodiety in that
year. Some upland farmers continued to exhibit & the Greenfidld fair, but they remained scarce among premium winners
and their totd premiums were among the lowest of al county towns into the 20* century. However, Franklin County
Agricultural Sodety reports do not indicate whether the dim representetion of these farmers wes afunction of the witting
or unwitting tendency to focus on valley agriculture, or of the difficulty and expenseof bringing livestock and goods to
Greenfidd. Driving herdsfrom the westem towns wes atime-consuming and laborious process and even after the coming
of therailroad medeit possble to ship livestock, the expanse of doing o might well have suppressad the participation of
upland farmers.

The inclination to sgparate from the al-county agriculturd fair gopeared early. In 1850, only two years after thefirst catle
show took place in Greenfield, Charlemont farmer Saneca Parker suggested gponsoring acaitle how in the town. At the 4
November 1850 show, farmers and farm familiesfrom Charlemont, Heeth, Hawley, and other nearby towns gathered in
Charlemont. One report notesthat more than 125 yoke of oxen were exhibited a the fair—one team &one hed 48 yoke—
and compdtition dasses exided for the heaviest ox and best-matched oxen pair, cows and heifers, dears caves bulls,
she, poultry, various fruits and vegetables (including walnuts and cranberries), butter and dheess, and goedmens of
"women's work"—rag carpets, quilts, linen towes, and worsted work. The 1850 show induded an address to famers ad
an agriculturd dinner & DarymplésHotd in Chalemont”

(continued)

* Greenfield Gazette and Courier, 23 October 1849.
' Anonymous untitled, and unpaginated typescript (hereafter cited as Typescript) on the Charlemont Cattle Show/ and Fair, dated In script 30 October
1900, Charlemont Historical Society Collections. Though not indicated, the language of this typescript strongly suggests that it vias excerpted from either
agricultural society meeting minutes or perhaps newrepaper accounts of the annual fair. The quote from the 1875 committee is in Fifth Annual Report
Transactions of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society for 1875 (Greenfield: Times Power Print, 1875).
' Transactions of the Franklin County Agricultural Society for the Year t867 (Greenfield; Franklin Book and Job Printing Office, 1868).
" Typescript.

10



Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds Franklin County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Thisfirst Charlemont cattle show wes clearly besad on the so-cdled "Berkshiremodd™ of agriculturd fairs, which
amagad a the first known such fair, in the Berkshire County town of Fittsfield, in 1810. Thefair wes the brainchild of
Albany merchant Elkanah Watson, who had retired from commerdid life to aPittsfield farm and there esablished
something of an experiment gation for agricultura innovations. Though the roots of American agriculturd fairs extend to
medievd Europe, Watson's Berkshire County fair was the first to combine in one event all the digparate fegtures of
Europeen and earlier American fairsand markets As Garrison hes noted, the Berkshire modd aimed to offer "an
educationd forum for progressive husbandry, ashowcasefor locd busnesses and entertainment for thousandsof rurd
people” Watson's earliest Berkshire County fairsincuded a cattle show, aparade including large teams of oxen, an
agriculturd bal, an address to farmers, and digplays of livestock, fruits and vegetables farm implements, and "domestic
manufactures'—useful and often decorative goods thet farm families made—uwith prizes avarded in these and other
categories'

In 1818, the Massachusattslegidature authorized the cregtion of agriculturd sodieties and offered those that met its
financial and demographic requirements asubdgdy to be used to avard premiums for outstanding agricultural and
domedic achievemeant. By 1819, Elkanah Watson daimed, al New England counties excegpt thosein Rhode 1Idand hed
formed agricultural societies. Between 1823 and 1839, however, no new soddies weare cregted—in large part, historian
Wayrne Nedy hes argued, because the connection betwean hinterland and markets ws difficult and poorly devdoped, ad
acorresponding interest in improvement lacking.™ But the growth of urban aress and the incresaing reech of therail
sydem, coupled with significant agricultural inventionsin the 1830s—induding Cyrus McCormick's regper and John
Dearesded plow—hbegan to present both the possibility and the nesd for increesed productivity to satisfy expected
market demend. It iswithin thisframework thet the Franklin County Agricultural Sodety was formedin 1849 and thet the
first Charlemont cattle show took place in 1850.

The organizers of the 1850 cattle show held assoond show in 1851, and othersin 1857, 1858, and 1859. At the 1857
show, aeafamersformed "a pamanent sodety under title Pocumtuck Valey Agriculturd Society,” adopted a
condiitution, and dected officers. Roger Hooker Leavitt was dected presdent—he hed presided over the 1850 ad 1861
fairs es wdl—and other officers were farmersfrom the towns of Rowe, Heeth, Hawley, Buckland, and Horida. Why the
annud show ceeead after 1859 isundear. One 1870 account dates "Some years ago the Pocumituck Valey Associafion
held annud Fairs in Charlemont... for some reeson the ingtitution ran down. But the people of thevicinity havefelt a
growing want for the annud festival and thisyear mainly through the efforts of the Farmers Club determined to renew
it."" Both the Farmers Club and the Pocumtuck Vdley Association organized fairsin 1870, the club's fair evidently
being the more successful. At its conclusion, Charlemont farmers, including some such as Leavitt who were mambas of
both the Pocumtuck group and the Farmers Club, opted to organize anew society. The Commonwedth chattered the new
Deafidd Vdley Agricultura Society in the winter of 1870, and the sodiety daged itsfirst fair in the fall of 1871

The new sodety wss founded because agroup of Charlemont's prominent men percaived the need for generd agriculturd
improvement in their region. One 1900 account Sates that they recognized "the importance of awell conducted cattle
dhow ad Fair, in gimulating the producers and manufacturers to strive for gregter excdlence in ther various
occupations' and that they a0 redized the socid benefits "resulting from the kindly interchange of grestings, mutud
acquantances formed, old ones revived.” The committee esteblished to organize the sodiety indudedfi veCharlemont
men—L eavitt, Edward C. Hawks, John Window, Charles Mayhew, and A. L. Tyle—and two representatives eech from
the towns of Hawley, Buckland, Heeth, Rowe, Monroe, Colerain, Plainfield, and Savoy.

(continued)

' Garrison, Landscape and Material Life, 61.
' Wayne Caldwell Neely, The Agricultural Fair (New York: AMS Press, 1967), 62-63.
" Neely, Agricultural Fair, 71.
" Typescript, with an accompanying note reading "Avis' book."
History of the Connecticut Valley in Massachusetts (Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1879), 2:714-15.
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Of the Charlemont founders, one, Ansdl L. Tyler, was amerchant, and the otherswere farmers. Compared to L eavitt,
Hawks and Mayhew, Window farmed on ardatively smdl scade Leavitt and Hawks had degp roats in the town. Leavitt
(1805-85) wes the grandson of Charlemont's first minister. Rev. Jonathan Leavitt (1731-1802) and of Sareh Hooker, the
gregt-granddaughter of famed Connecticut Puritan Rev. Thomas Hooker. He and his brather Hart (1809-81) weare anong
Charlemont's leading farmers The 1860 federd agricultura casus shows Hart Leavitt's 250-acre farm as the ssoond
mog vauable in the town a $6,700; R. H. Leavitt's farm was then worth $5,500, but his herd of 110 shegp and his wool
production were the highest in Charlemont. In 1880, Hart L eavitt's farm was 250 aores and worth $9,000; hisflockof 96
shepp wes then the town's largest, and his output of fleecesand wool the greatest. The Hawks family weas one of the first
to stle in Charlemont in the early 1740s In the 1800s the brothers Horece and James Hawks, and Jamess son Edward
Clinton Hawks were among the most profitableof Charlemont farmers. In 1850 James Hawks owned the modt land, hed
the farm with the highest estimated vaue, had the largest shegpfl ock,and produced more wool and maple sugar then any
other of the 122 farmers counted in the Charlemont agricultural cansus In 1830 his farm was 350 acres and he owned
aeght horsesmorethan any other farmer in town-and four oxen; fully 70 of the town's 128 farmers owned no oxen & all.
Jamess brother Horace's 400-acre farm was the mogt vauable in town a $7,000, and, in 1830, Edward C. Hawkss 900-
acre farm was worth $12,000, more than any other in town. Mayhew's farm, though much smdler than the three Hawks
properties, produced ahigher vaue of farm goods than any other in town in 1880."

The Chademont Cattle Show and Fair amed to echieve the same godls &s other Berkshiremodd agriculturd fairs. The
condtitution of the Deerfield Valey Agricultura Society laid out four "objects’ for the group. Itsfirst purpose wes "the
datainment and diffusion of scientific and practicd knowledge in the cultivation of the soil, and the raigng of itsvarious
ussful productions, as comprehended in the departments of Agriculture, Horticulture, and Pomology.” The group dso
amed to encourage "the introduction and raising of improved breadsof stock,” the "mechanic andfinearts,” ad
"domedic manufactures” in that order. " According to one 1879 higory, the societly met "satedly for the discusson of
al quedions of interest pertaining to the farmers and mechanics of this part of the county, and much benefit hes bean
derived from the knowledge dissaminated by this means™* Asthe sodety saw it, the gods of agricultura improvement
were primarily to save labor and to increese profits: Section 12 of its bylaws Sated that crop premiums & the annud fair
would be avarded on beds of both the product and the "maode of production—it being a prime object of the Sodety to
encourage the most economicd culture”; for shegp, premiums amed to encourage breads'as will bet remunerate the
farmer."?

The empheds on improvementt is evident in the society's annud reports, which, in addition to featuring acomplete listing
of premiums, often included reports from the committees in charge of eech broad category of entry that cdled out
paticularly notable entries. At the earliet Charlemont fair in 1850, "gpedmens of the rarest and modt veluable varieties of
fowlsin the world have been exhibited," one contemporary account noted, including the first "pure white Dorking fowls®
the judges hed ever seen in the county. The committee on Sock noted thet livestock exhibited a the third annud fair in
1873 "far excssdad that of lagt year™ in quantity and quality, and included "'some of the best blooded godk in the State™
Cattle herdsfrom Charlemont and nearby towns were shown, but there were a0 entries from the vdley towns of
Dearfidd and Greenfiedld and from Shdbume, the leedarsin county cattle raising, entered by men who aso won premiums
a the county fair in Greenfield." The 1873 and laler sodely reports d <o featured datementsfrom individua farmers on
notable field crops, with information on how they hed earlier used the land, how and when they plowed, planted,
fertilized, and harvesed, and what their yields and cogswere The 1880 report featured Sx "Butter Satements”
destribing the Sze and type of cows milked, and how these farmers gathered and proocesssd the product. By 1890, the
sodey a0 began to goonsor "farmer's inditutes' & other partsof the year that covered such subjects as smdl fruits ad
"the ided home.""

(continued)

Another brother, Joshua Leavitt (1794-1873), the well-known anfislavery advocate and Journalist. For more on him see Appleton's Cyclopedia of
American S/ography (1887-89), s.v. "Leavitt, Joshua."
" Mayhew at that time had 34 cattle but had bought 40 and sold 55 within the year; he also had only nine sheep but had sold 600 in 1879; thus his
profits seem to have derived largely from livestock trading.
~ Third Annual Report: Transactions of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society, for 1873 (Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society, 1873), 3-5.
" History of the Connecticut Valley, 2:714-15.
" The bylaws appear in Third Annual Report.
" Typescript; Third Annual Report, 44.
" Twentieth Annual Report: Transactions of the Deerfield Agricultural Society for 1890 (North Adams: Walden and CravAey's Book and Job Print, 1890).
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The society's founders recognized that the fair, not its reports and ingtitutes, was the primary means of disseminating
useful information, for it was there that exemplary livestock, fruits and vegetables, agricultural implements, domedic
mechingry, and homecraft were exhibited to awide audience Though some areafarmers might have reed aoout newv
meahods and innovations in sodety reports and farm joumals, they were much more influenced by ssaingfirsthandand
talking with other farmers about anew livestock bread or implement that would make their work eeder and more
productive. Machinery for both the farm and the home wes regularly exhibited a the fair toward that end. In 1873 a
flexible harrow, "Woods 'One-Horse Mower," aWarren hog, and acider pressthe lag exhibited by aBoston agent-
were entared, and the society's sscretary cdled for the entry of "alarger variety of improved Agricultural Machinery” in
coming years For the farm home, cooking doves, sawing machines, and washing mechines were regularly diglayed. In
1873, the annud report remarked upon the number of sawing machine entries in this category of "mechanic arts™ but
judges awvarded only three premiumsto those that showed dear technical advance, were Smpler to use, required less
power, and could produce more. 1n 1874 Harvey Pally, representing the mechanic arts committes, mede soecid mention
of Elijah Carpenter of Zoar for entering his"Eurekad' washing mechine, which incorporated boiler, washtub, and wringer
in one machine Polly expressad disgppointment that only twelve mechines were entered in the mechanic arts category
that year and dated, "We eameslly wish and recommend that a our next annud Fair, al whofed an interest in
advancamant should put in an gppearance, and show to the world that they are red 'live Yankees' ad ae bound to
maintain their reputation. Let dl remember that whoever brings into exigence any invention for mitigating the toils of
life, that isof red intrindc merit, shdl thereby immortdize hisname."”°

The number of entries and list of premium winners—400 people recaived premiums & the 1830 fair, for example—
indicates that these cash awards were shared rather broadly, though more prominent and profitable farmers often eamed
morethan mod. 1n 1874, 336 cattle were entered &5 "neat stock,” and the livestock show d<o indluded 216 e, 69
swine and poultry, and 127 horsesand colts. The hal exhibitsthat year feastured abundant examples of produce, pinning,
knitting, weaving, painfing, embroidering, and crocheting. The digtribution of preamiumsweas 0 broed & thisfair that the
organizers cautioned againg the rumored tendency among some commiittees to grant them to everyone who entered, rather
than use them to "reward true merit and encourage the production of good articles, that the highest gate of culture ad
improvement may be reeched."

The hdl exhibits demongrated the often unherdlded achievements of rurd women; they infact offered the only forum for
auch adigplay. The Greenfidd newspeaper wrote extendvely about one entry after the 1847 fair:

Theaticleof al others desarving praise wes Mrs. C. P. C. Miner's wregth. It was mede of 100 different
grans ad ses in their naturd color, formed into ddicate blossoms and foliage, while beautiful little
birds and insacts were sporting among thefl owers.Some idea of the amount of |abor and petience
required for the congruction of the wreeth isformed when we are told that asingle lily, mede principdly,
by the way, of rice, took the lady awhole day. The same lady, who isanevcomer in Charlemont, is
evidently quite an architect. Se had on exhibition alittle cottage mede of perforated pgper that wes a
modd of neat proportions and workmanlike skill M

Entries of "domestic manufacture® and "fancy articles’ rose over time even as entries in mog other dasses dedined.
Eighty-four auch artides were entered in 1830, 172 in 1901, 227 in 1910, and 258 in 1917. Only entries of needework
and embroidery fell between 1910 and 1917.

After theturn of the century, the fairswere s more likely to highlight the skills of young people. With the founding of

4-H in 1902, entries from areadubs and other formal youth organizations increesed, and they symbolized the society's

parsgeant effort to kegp young people in agriculture while better westem lands and urban and industria opportunity

beckoned. 1n 1876, one fair goesker urged rurd boys"'to marry farmer's daughters as he did rather than teke the city girls,
(continued)

'® Fourth Annual Report: Transactions of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society for 1874 (Greenfield, MA: Field and Hall, 1874), 32.
' Fourth Annual Report. 44.
N "The Deerfield Valley Agricultural Fair Tues ," Greenfield Gazette and Courier, 5 October 1874.
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with dl ther ‘flummydiddies whatever those may be"™ Three yearsearlier Leender Wetherdl assarted that ever-
improving technology hed indtilled adigagte for manud labor, "Domegtic labor of all kinds is looked upon by too many,
dad even of our rurd population, as disreputable drudgery, and no longer to be engeged in," he gated. "'In too mary
cases thistime, being turned to no account, is soquandared inidleness gossp and disspation."" By digplaying the best that
the aredls farm economy  hed to offer, the fair was the venue in which young people might recognize the honor and
importance the sodety atached to farming and thus take arolein sudaining it.

In addition to its celebration of improvement in al pheses of rurd life, the agriculturd fair in generd wes asocid venue,
for meny one of the mog important holidays of the year. "The Charlemont Fair hes become atime for family reunion,”
one 1856 report dated, "and absant sons and daughters of Dearfidd Valey and its neighboring hills plan their vists home
D a5 to take in the autumn festival. Such ahegppy soene of hand-sheking and such cordiality of greeting is never witnessd
dsawhere Itisthisfeature that hes mede the atendance 20 large each year and hes lifted the debt and promises such
uocessin the future.” Former Charlemont resdent Philip Speer noted that schools dosed for apart of esch fair dey
during the 1920s and 1930s which surely heightened the fair's importance among young people. "Since schodl begen on
Tuesday of that wesk and was let out early on the daysof the Fair, little was accomplished, or expected by theteachars”
hewrote. " ... Assoon as sthool wes dismissed, everyone dashed up to the Fairgrounds. Admission wes free for school
children on & leegt one of the afternoons."

Thefair's holiday-like amogphere derived not only from the large numbers of people it attracted—fully 8,000, for
exanple & the ssoond annud fair in 1872—but d<o from the entertainment it offered. Some grounds and hdl digplays
weare themsdves entertaining because of their rarity and goectade. At the 1858 fair, one farmer exhibited agtak of corn
twelve feet tall; another digplayed thirteen bushds of potatoesraisad from asingle plant of the Jany Lind variety. The
"town teams' of oxen were popular dghts in the eatly fairs: a the 1857 show Charlemont's tesam was 67 yoke. Hegth's
64, and Hawley's 59. The teams paraded to the grounds acoompenied by marching bandsand someimes pullingfloats:in
1857 the Hesth team "drew a huge wagon decorated in evergreans and the autumn-painted boughs and bore doft a
haendsomefl agthat waved over acarload of ladies of Heeth that came to the show in this romantic—though not rapid—
syle" The same occurred in 1858, when the Hawley team of 69 yoke toted adecorated wegon "filled with a precious
load—being nothing less than 60 of wives and daughters of Havey."™ As oxen ceesad to be the draft animd of choice,
horsss pulled the wagons, which in turn yie ded to motorizedfl oats. Soeer recaled the parades of the 1920s and 1930s

The opening evant of the Fair wes the Livestock Paradein which farm herdswere led or driven onto the
track and pedt the Grandgtland. Thisevat took alot of personnd as eech herd might exhibit adozen or
more animas and amature bull, in that drange environment, might require more than one hander. The
audiencewatched to e if animasgot loose, much as people now-a-days go to automobile reces to se
accidents”

The fair from the beginning aso functioned as ahigory and naturd history musaum of sorts, the only venue offering such
digplays to rurd people a the time. In the 18505 the cattle show and fair exhibits incdluded century-old embroidery ad a
1744 diary thet liged settlers who hed bean killed by Indians in the French and Indian War. 1n 1857 one woman exhibited
""gome luxurious socking yarn, uch as people ussd to s but only heer of now" and "a curiosity, which wes apiece of
bark of the cdeorated monder tree of Califomia—it was 8 inches thick.” In 1874 the digdlay of "antiquities, ad rdics of
andent days' featured a 217-year-old pemter tegpot, an old tinder box, a 95-year-old caico ""go to meeting” gown, a 100-
year-old teespoon, and aBible printed in 1680 Fair reports took awistful tone as they described some of these objects
and what they symbolized about the passing of an era of hendmede work. Mrs. JuliaA. Crittenden of Hawley wrote for
the 1880 Committee on Miscdlaneous Articles that the "mog wondrous' of all entries in that category wes "the linen
(continued)

Typescript. A long obsolete term, flummydlddle signifies a thing viewed as trivial, nonsensical, or silly.
" Third Annual Report, 32.
Typescript; Philip J. Spear, Gainesville, FL, to Friends of Charlemont Fairgrounds, 21 June 1997.
Typescript.
" Spear letter.
N "The Deerfield Valley Agricultural Fair Tues."
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medein our grandmother'sdays.” Se added, "I shal never ceeee to regret that the raising of flax and the making of linen
isathing of the past. All honor to those exhibitors who sow away in ceken cheststhese previous rdics of andent days"/

Other entertainments hed dight if any connection to rurd life. Performing animd acts were part of the fairsfrom the
18505 and vaudeville actswere often on the 20™-century date. By far the mogt popular wes horse (and later automobile)
racing, though some sodety membars objected to its assodiation with gambling and pleesure, as opposad to working
horsss. Thefirst Dearfield Valey Agricultura Sodety fair in 1871 induded a "horsetrot"—aswell & "the usudl Sde
shows"" The 1836 sodely transactions Sated that trotting "hes not yet obtained a foothold here' and dedared it to be
"the bene ad will provethe virtua ruin of the many of our agricultural societies” but it ssams dear that somelevd of
racing occurred a every fair. The 1901 fair featured a"county race’ and two trotting races Winnersof the trotting reces
recaved premiums of $50 and $75, by far the largest premiumsawarded in ay dass The fairs charged admisson to the
groundsand separate admission to the grandgtand for races; they dso chargad race entry fees. In 1901, racerdated
incomewas nearly $1,000 In 1917 eamings from the grandgtand totaled $922.25, while fair admissons brought
$1,325.60 in income”* Over time, premium records meke deer thet a circuit hed developed among recarsin the region. In
1910 threemen from Athol won eight of twelve racing premiums. Though he never took first premium, one Athol man, A.
H. Drury, won premiumstotaling $150 in eech of the four Charlemont races & the 1917 fair, and trotting assodation
records show that he reced & other New England fairs, including ones in Northampton and Suffield, Connecticut.™

As improved transportation and communication sysams shortened digancesand reduced rurd isolation, higorians have
noted, the agriculturd fair cessad to be the expodtion of novelty and wonder that it once was But Soeer, for his part,
recalled no such dedline in enthusaam ebout the Charlemont fairsof the 1920sand 1930s

To aboy growing up in the limited environment of Charlemont, the fair opened a number of vigasto the
wider world. Therewere many breeds of animasand poultry different from those common to our smdll
town. Games and food gands brought strange people and customs. Sulky raoes showed the besuty and
goad of horsssand the weekness of humansfor betting illicit or not. Competition among teams of horses
and oxen was a source of great exditement but, for me a least, nothing compared with the besgodl games
batwean an augmented Charlemont team and are of the bamgtorming semi-professond teams.... The
vay best of the bamgtorming teams were remnants of the negro lesguesthat had failed about thet time,
Ther players were superb, intimidated the 'home team and greetly devated my underganding of what
could be donewith abaseball.™

Devdopment of the Fairgrounds
In 1871, the Greenfield Gazette cdlled the Deerfield Vadley Agriculturd Sodety a"fixed fact" and noted thet its nemly
aoquired saventeen aaresfor the fairgrounds ""have beenfitted up & greet expanse on abluff just eedt of Maxwdl's Grove,
a location which for beauty and magnificence of its surroundings can hardly be surpessad inthe country. Mountains in
frontof it... the only visble outlet being the valey of the Pocumtuck ... & far as the e/e can see™" The soddy
desribed the tract as "high table land just north eest of and overlooking the village ...

(continued)

' Tenth Annual Report and Transactions of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society for 1880 (North Adams: J. C. Angell, 1880), 23-24.
' "The Deerfield Valley Agricultural Fair Tues."
" Thirty-First Annual Report and Transactions of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society 1901 (N.p., n.d.).
" Annual Report of the Forty-Seventh Annual Fair of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Held at Charlemont, Mass. September 13 and 14, '17
(Shelburne Falls, MA: 'Bully,' the printer, 1917).
Fortieth Annual Report of the Transactions of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society 1910 (Shelburne Falls, MA; Messenger Print, 1910); IVa//ace's
Year Book of Trotting and Pacing in 1909 (Chicago: American Trotting Register Assn., 1910), 329, 333.
" Spear letter.
" Greenfield Gazette, clipping showing no month or day, 1871, quoted In Friends of the Charlemont Fairgrounds, "The Restoration of the Charlemont
Fairgrounds and Grandstand" (Typescript, 1998).
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providing ample space for exhibition of cattle and a nice half mile track," though the track was under construction at the
time the first fair was held on October 10-11, 1871.The society spent $1,600 to buy the land, and another $3,181 to
develop the grounds and build a fence, cattle pens, and ajudges' stand.”™ The fairgrounds' physical plant was
supplemented by temporary structures put up for the occasion, as the Greenfield newspaper noted of the 1874 fair:

This is truly the paradise of oyster booths, for the white tents of the enterprising proprietors of these
establishments were pitched in long rows, like those of an encamped army. A '‘bumt cork' performance
was soon in full blast, and the revolving horses, propelled to the tune of a grinding hand organ, found
juvenile riders in waiting, and the improvised dance hall, with cotton canvas to protect the organ, to
protect the Terpsichorean fellows and lasses who were going through ‘eight hands round' and ‘balance
air was crowded to its fullest capacity, and all the sights and sounds of the most approved Cattle Show
were soon in lively operation. There is no place in the Commonwealth where a Cattle Show, and all that
should belong to it, is better appreciated than here in Westem Franklin.'?

The 1876 and 1878 fair reports both mention the oyster tents and the "wood horses and dancing pavilions," as well as
peanut vendors who had set up for the fair.

After the first fair, the agricultural society graded and finished arace track, built a bam 30 x 42 feet to house up to 50
horses, and constructed an exhibit hall 60 x 40 feet with a basement that was to be used as a dining hall. (None of these
features are extant.) Only two years later, the fair report stated that the hall was cramped and that "there is a call for more
room and better accommodations, which will, undoubtedly, be heeded." By 1879, the fairgrounds were valued at $8,000,
a nearly 60% increase over the cost of buying the land and developing it eight years earlier. At this time, it appears that
no grandstand seating was available at the fairgrounds. By 1885 a "speaker's stand" had been built, but audiences sat on
"the grassy slope"” for these talks. "Nature has formed here a delightful spot,” the fair organizers noted in 1887, "but
would it not be wise to appropriate a portion of this year's eamings to the construction of a few seats on the hillside? A
speaker deserves to have his audience as comfortably seated as could be, to say nothing of the danger of colds and
rheumatism sitting on damp ground.""

In 1887, the agricultural society bought half an acre of land north of the fairgrounds to make a second entrance leading
from the Bissell Bridge for people coming from towns to the north." It was around this time a new exhibition building
was constructed. A photograph dated 1889 shows a substanfial crowd, probably agricultural society members and some
of their children, standing in front of the building and filling the ramp leading to its first floor, and it is pictured on a
bird's-eye view of Charlemont published in the following year. By 1890, as a bird's-eye view shows, neither the road
from Bissell Bridge nor the grandstand had yet been built. In two winter 1892 meetings, the society resolved to channel
"good running water" to the dining room (in the new exhibition building?) and "to buy what it should have long ago"—a
5.5-acre tract abutting the east end of the fairground to which it would move the trotting track. The tract, bought of
Charlemont farmer Calvin E. Cooley, was actually 5.25 acres, and in 1911 the society bought another tract of unstated
dimension from Cooley's son Charles."" These additions evidently brought the total area of the fairgrounds up to its
current size of approximately 24 acres.

(continued)

History of the Connecticut Valley, 2: 714.

"Deerfield Valley Agricultural Fair Tues." The "bumt cork performance" refers to a minstrel show.
Typescript.

History of the Connecticut Valley, 714-15.

° Philip A. Hart, Conway, to inhabitants of Charlemont, 8 June 1940, Franklin County Registry of Deeds 839:133, describes both parcels and all eariler
society acquisitions. Calvin E. Cooley (shown as Colley in this deed) vras aft'equentexhibitor at the fair. In 1880, for example, he won nine premiums
totaling $16.25 for his one-year-old heifer, his cattle herd, his eleven head of fine-wool sheep, his flock of ten middle-wool sheep, his overall flock of
thirty, his fourteen varieties of apples, his grass and grass seed, his honey, and his entry of the Woods' One-Horse Mower. His son Abbott won in the
youth department for barnyard fowls In the same year.

16



Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds Franklin County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Before the 17-18 Septamber 1892 fair, the Deerfidd Valey Agricultural Society spent $2,800 to build the grandgtand,
move and prepare the track, and build ajudges tower, gock pens and fences™ On thetract it acquired of Charles
Cooley'sland in 1911, the sodiety edded 112 feet to the track to meke it a"full haf mile" A 1915 photograph of the town
from Bad Mountain shows the granddand, the exhibit hall, the track, what was probably the judges gand, ad no other
pemanant dructures, the bamsknown to have good on the grounds mugt have bean outdde the view. Philip Soear
describad the fairgrounds he knew in the 1920s and 1930s

In those days there were anumber of bamson the Fairgrounds property. Those for race horsesfor sulky
reces, draft horsssfor pulling contests and ponies for rides were located northeest of the track. Northwest
of the track were bamsfor dairy herdsand one barn for dhegp goats and swine. Also, there were two
poultry buildings equipped with cages to houseindividud birds. The larger Fair buildings were the
granddand & the southwest end of the track draitaway and the Exhibition Hall at the southwwest comer of
the property.

Theexhibition hdl (ca 1895), granddand (1892), and racatrack (1892, 1911) dl survive essentidly intact, as digtinctive
exanples of late 19"-century fairgroundsfeatures. In addition, the open setting ramains from the timethat fair activities
took placethere, as well as apine grove through which the beck gretch of the race track wiss routed.

The Fair and Agricultural Change

Theannud reports for the Dearfidd Valey Agricultura Fair reved, somdimes only by the ligt of premium dasses
changesin the agricultura economy of the western Franklin County towns. At midcentury, farmersin thisareafocused on
raisng besf cattle and producing butter, cheese, and wool. One cbhsarver dated that though some farmers and townsas a
whole marketed subgtantid quantities of thesefarm products, cows produced four times lessmilk in the 1840s then they
did in the 1870s thus by midcentury, Leander Wetherd|l noted in 1873, dairy products "did not amount to much” in
Franklin County. By 1873, fattening caitle was a"doubtful” proposition, Wetherdl stated, and hed bean for decades
Franklin County farmers, he advised, should ingeed found their own butter factories and kegp milk cows "indeed of gl
feeding oxena aloss™ ™

In 1860, dl of Charlemont's 128 farmers mede butter, and 54 of them meade chees, but before the arriva of therailroad,
their markets hed to have baean locd for such perishable goods By 1880, 132 of the 142 Charlemont farmers liged in the
agriculturd census medke butter, but only three continued to meke dheese Still, 1881 fair organizers continued to s profit
in raising cattle for the market. "Our hill farmers are leaming the fact that there isno way in which they can more eedlly
tum the fruits of their labor into cagh than in raising young cattle,” the society noted in 1881, "There are no better pedures
to be found than those in Shdburme, Colrain, Charlemont, Rowe, Buckland, Hawley, Hegth and afarmer who can sl his
three-year-old Seerswhich have cost him nothing but alittle trouble and such feed as hisown farm produces for $100 ad
$150 in deen cashisin afair wey to bein comfortable drcumgtances™ The sodety cited the ingtance of Franklin Legate,
who "carried off the palm™ in thisendeavor. "His gears were 11 months old, weighed 1620 pounds The dears 0 filled
the eye of a Shdburne farmer that he bought them before they | eft the grounds a agood round price."™

But savenyearslater, in 1888, the sodiety pointed out that cattle entries werefew & that year'sfair, a puzzling

draumgance given the fact that " padiures have bean remarkedly good." Thefair report noted the suggedion of oe

obsver that "snce the cooperative creameries,” Franklin County farmers hed turned away from raising livestock ad

ingeed hed "devoted themsaves to keegping cows for milking purposes™ The 1880 agriculturd casus $ows saven

Charlemont farmers producing milk; none gopear to havebean doing 90 in 1860. The sodety noted in 1883 that there wes

"no money” for beef & the prices it then fetched, nor was there "likely to be with the facilitiesfor supplying the market
(continued)

Twenty-Second Annual Report Of Transactions Of The Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society For The Year 1892 (N.p., n.d.)

" Leander Wetherell in Third Annual Report, 20-24.

" Typescript. Legate owned a 225-acre farm in 1860 and produced more cheese than any other Charlemont farmer that year; his oxen vron premiums in
1851, 1872, and 1873.
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fromthe Wes." Jarssy cows, known as excdlent milkers, hed their own dassat the fair by 1890, and dl other covswere
judged in adngle category. In 1901 there were no more then nine entries in any livestock dass—and uadly far fewer—
compeared t0 488 in dl cattle dassssin 1873. By 1917 the only livestock dassin which entries increesed over 1910 wes
Guamnsays, which hed first been imported to the United Siatesin 1840, and were known for producing milk high in
butterfat and protein. Entries for dairy herdsand sock cows dso inareessd between 1910 and 1917, and poultry entries
rosefrom 117 to 151 over those seven years. Only three farmers entered butter or cheesein 1917; grain and grass ssd
atries fell from twenty-two in 1910 to six in 1917. Overadl these changes suggest growing specidization among
Chademont farmers now that eggsand milk could be trangported quickly and safely by an ever more efficient rail sygem.

The Chademont fairgroundswas intermittently used for other town events, perhgps the largest being the 1915
seuicantennid  of the town's incorporation. During the celebration the fairgrounds was usad for achildren's outdoor
Foorts event, asamon and chord mudc, adinner, amgor address and "'five-minute goeaches by men of note” and bard
performances™ The Deerfidld Valey Agriculturd Soaety frequently operated with adeficit from itsearlies years ad
by the depth of the Depresson the annud fair was no longer viable. Statewide, four of the twenty-three largest fairs were
cancded in 1932, the Charlemont fair ended in 1934. By 1937, the sodiety ether sold the fairgrounds or the property was
foreclosed. The Franklin County sheriff sold it—seven digtinct tracts and awater privilege—to James R. Tumer, who in
1937 sold it to Philip A. Hart of Conway. In 1940, Hart sold the land to the town of Charlemont.™

Soon after, one loca historian hes noted, "' Charlemont missad the fair despite the growing sophigtication of its people”
who expresssd "a desire to have some sort of occadon to draw the townspeople together in fun and attract outsders™™
Accordingly the Charlemont Lions Club, with the ad of fifteen other loca groups including the Charlemont High Schoal
junior dass founded Yankee Doodle Days in 1952. Thethree-day eveant usad many town venues Onthefirst day a
peradefeaturing "Quean of the Mohawk Trail" candidates mardhed to the fairgrounds, where the contestants were judged;
on the third day the Lions Club held a chicken barbecuefollowed by a"grand parade” "free-for-all horse drawing," ad
equedrian timetrias. The club dso placed docks on the fairground to hold anyone who atended and did not weer a
feather." Laer Yankee Doodle Days induded horse and oxen draws™ The event continued through 1981, wes revived in
1997, and hes continued &s an annud event into the current day.™

Since the Town of Charlemont acquired the property in 1940, the fairgrounds hes been under the jurisdiction of the town's
Paks ad Recregtion Commisson. The Fiends of the Charlemont Fairgrounds wess aregted to contribute to the
presarvetion of the property, with volunteers contributing funds, materids, and labor to condruct new features such asthe
picnic pavilion and draw pit.

Archaeological Significance

Snce patterns of andient Native American setitlement and suibsstence in Charlemont are poorly understood, any surviving
dtescould be significant. Ancient Stesin this area can be important by contributing information that increeses our
underganding of Native American adgptationsto teamperate forest riverine environments in non-coadd arees Potentid
dtesin this areamay contribute important details rdated to the importance of settlement and subsgstlence in the vicinity of
upland tributaries, and their relationship to dte digtributions and subsgence activitiesdong the main course of the
Connecticut River and itstributaries including the Deerfield River and Mill Brook. Native dtesin this area may represant
a spedidized adaptation to upland environments or, they may be part of an overdl riverine adgptation besd in the
Connecticut River Valey. Native Stesin this areamay dso contain important information that identifies the assodations
within tool assemblages and culturd sequancesin the locd areaand region.  Information may be presant

(continued)

Souvenir Programme 1765-1915 Anniversary of the Incorporation of Charlemont Mass. (Springfield, MA: Loring-Axtell Co., 1915), unpaginated.
"James R. Turner to Philip A. Hart, 6 November 1937, FCD 825:162; Hart to inhabitants of Charlemont, 8 June 1840, FCD 839:133.
Allan Healy, History of Charlemont, Massachusetts: Frontier Village and Hill Town, 2d ed. (Paldeia Publishing, 1986).
" Yankee Doodle Days: The Mohawk Trail, Charlemont, Massachusetts, Friday Saturday & Sunday, August »*, Sf'& 1(t 1952 (N.p., nd ).
" Yankee Doodle Days The Mohawk Trail Charlemont Massachusetts Friday, Saturday and Sunday August 6, 7*and (T 1954 (N.p., n.d ).
"Restoration of the Charlemont Fairgrounds and Grandstand.".
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from dtesin the area to hdp andyze pattems of Native American exchangein the region. Ore interpretation for the
region identifies the Connecticut River as an important north-south corridor for trangportation and exchange Sscondary
drainages of the Connecticut River, such as the Dearfidd River ad itstributaries including Mill Brook, ae hypotheszed
to have sarved as eed-wet corridors enabling wider movemant of people and goods  Ancient period Native American
dtesin the district locde mey contain information that hdpstest these modds and/or offer dternative hypotheses

The sgnificance of potential historic archasologicd resources destribed ebove remains to be demondrated. Structurdl
evidence of buildings and landscepe features may contribute important information rlated to architecturd festures and
congruction techniques usad for specific and groups of buildings, however, this information may a<o be avallablefrom
sources Careful mapping of potential archaeological resources identified above meay contribute important
information related to the layout of facilities located & the fairgrounds, and how these buildings and facilities dhenged
from those presat & the gart of the fairgroundsin 1876 and the structures presant today. Functiond interpretation of
Sructurdl remains combined with detailed
andysdis of the contents of occupationa-related festures may contribute important information rdaed to changing

agriculturd methods, techniques, and equipment during the late 19* and early 20™ centuries, and thar influence on
Connecticut Valey and hilltown agricultura history.

(end)
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been

Requested)

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #  N/A

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
X Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # N/A Name of repository: ~ Charlemont Historical Society

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): CRL.908 (grandstand)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Approx 24
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 18 675080 4721860 3 18 674675 4721640
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

2 18 674900 4721520 4 18 674840 4721000
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The 24-aare property is bounded on the west by N. Heath Roed (State Rt. 8A) and on the other Sdes by surveyed lines.
S atached ass=ssor's megp for amore detalled description.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The boundaries of the nominated property contain the land historically assodated with the Deerfield Vdley Agricultura
Sodiety Fairgrounds in Charlemont.

20



Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds Franklin County, MA
Name of Property County and State

1. Form Prepared By
nameftite  Neil Larson & Kathryn Grover for Betsy Friedberg, MHC, NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 2011

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470

city or town  Boston state MA zip code 02125
e-mail nlarson(a)hvc.rr.com: kgrover(S)kgrover.com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

 Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

* Continuation Sheets

» Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Nameof Property: Deafidd Valey Agricultural Sodety Fargrounds
City or Vicinity: Charlemont

County: Franklin State: Massachusdits
Photographer: Neil Larson

Date Photographed: 2009

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

PHOTO 1 of 14: View of Granddand from northeest. Note al but three sseh windows replaced with top-hinged solid
shuitters opening on food concesson counters.

PHOTO 2 of 14: View of Granddand from northwest; reer el origind but renovated in 2005 for comfort gation.
Exhibition Building in background, Ficnic Pavilion in partid view on left. Trandformer Building on right.

PHOTO 3 of 14: View of Grandgand from southwest, reer dl refurbished 2005.

PHOTO 4 of 14 View of Granddand interior looking south. Framing for food service windows and
ocountersvisible on left. Note chamfered pods

PHOTO S5 of 14 View of Granddand interior looking north.
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PHOTO 6 of 14 View of Exhibifion Building from northeedt.

PHOTO 7 of 14 View of Exhibition Building from northwest.

PHOTO 8 of 14: View of upper level of Exhibifion Building interior looking west. Note roof trusses.
PHOTO 9 of 14: Exhibition Building interior, detail of juncfion of truss, rafters ad wall frame.
PHOTO 10 of 14: Exhibifion Building interior, detail of sawvn framing membears

PHOTO 11 of 14 View of ground fioor of Exhibition Building from northeed.

PHOTO 12 of 14 View of Grandgand, Information Booth (ca 2000) and Recetreck from southwest.
PHOTO 13 of 14: View of Picnic Pavilion (2007, left) axd Draw Rt (2005, right) from wed.

PHOTO 14 of 14: View of eed 9deof Raocdrack from south as it enterspine grove pag Draw Pit.

Propaty Owner:

(complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name Town of Charlemont

dreet & number PO. Box 337 tdephone  413-339-0320

cty or town Charlemont date MA zip code 01339

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance wfith the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for revievinng
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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National Park Service
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DEERFIELD VALLEY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS

Charlemont, Franklin County, Massachusetts
Section number  Figures page: 1

FIG.1: Aerial view of Charlemont, Massachusetts. The heavy line demarcates the boundary of the
nominated property. Source: http:/Aww.bing.com/maps.

FIG.2: Site plan of fairgrounds. Source: http:/Aww.bing.com/maps.
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Section number: Figures page:

FIG.3: Map of Charlemont, 1942. Fairgrounds depicted with race track, grandstand & exhibition bldg.
Source: http://www.vhist.com/roberge/FDA_Files/fda_files/3000s/3000s_25-dpi/3099_1200_wb.jpg.

FIG.4: Historic view of fairgrounds from northeast, ca. 1895, with fair In operation; Grandstand, Judges'
Stand and Exhibition Building In background. Source: Chariemont Historical Society.
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FIG.5: Detail of ca. 1895 photograph showing Grandstand, Judges' Stand and Exhibition Building.

FIG.6: Historic view of Exhibition Building, ca. 1889. Source: Charlemont Historical Society.
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FIG.7: Historic view of Grandstand, ca. 1940. Source: Charlemont Historical Society.
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Town CHARLEMONT

M A S S A C H

01339
INCORPORATED 1765
Office of the IRECEIVED
Board of Selectmen
Ms. Betsy Friedberg FPH 208
National Regiger Director rr>MMm
M assachusetts Higorical Commisdon MASS. HIST. CUWNWI

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125.

September 9, 2008
Dear Ms. Friedberg,

We have beaen informed by Ms. Norma Coli, Charlemont Historical Commission Chair,
that your agency has expressed awillingnessto fund development of a National Regider
nomination for the Charlemont Fairgrounds. Given its age and unique agpects (e.g., half
mile track, 1880's Granddand and Exhibition Hall) as well as itsproximity to the NR
Bissall Covered Bridge and the NR Village Historic District, we are excited about the
prospectsof the Ste dso being consdered for the National Regiger. Consequently, we
are unanimous in offering our thanks to youfor the offer of assdance, and are pleasad to

support development of the nomination as proposed.

Other Boards and citizen groups, including the Charlemont Historical Conmiission, the
Charlemont Parksand Recreation Commission, and the Friends of the Charlemont
Fargrounds are dso supportive of this process and remain willing to asss with ste
reseaerch and documentation nesded tof | eshout the eventuad nomination paperwork.

The photogrgphs and tax map/parcd 1D information you requested are being sent to you
under separate cover by Ms. Coli.

Heasefed freeto contact usif you have questions or require additiond information.

Sincerely yours.

ont Board of Sdectmen



RECEIVED 2280

AR 01 201

The Commonweslth of Massachusgtts @~ ™™ PRcCSRD

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

March 29, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed please find the foll owing nomination form:
Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society Fairgrounds, Charlemont (Franklin), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the Stiate Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commertt.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

cC. Jan Brisson, Chair, Chadlemont Board of SHedimen
Noma Coli, Chademont Higoricad Commisson
Neil Larson, Kathryn Grover, Conaultants
Gisda Waker, Charlemont Rlanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
WWww. S£C. state, ma. us'mhc



