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1. Name

historic NA

and'or common West End North Historic District

2. Location

See "List of Properties" (Continuation

street & number cheet #1, Item #7 below) - NA not for publication
Hartford and West
city, town Hart ford _NA vicinity of
state Connecticut code 09 county Hartford code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_x_ district ___ public X occupied .. agriculture — . museum
. building(s) ____ private ____ unoccupied _X_ commercial _ park
____structure _X_ both ____work in progress _x_ educational _x_ private residence
—_ Site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment _x- religious
_.._ object ____in process _X yes: restricted ____government ___ scientific
____ being considered __X yes: unrestricted ____ industrial - transportation
NA X no ___ military __other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Ownership

street & number

city, town NA- vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. See Continuation Sheet

street & number

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tit!e See Continuation Sheet ~ has this property been determined eljgible? 7 yes X no
date federal state county local
denository for survey records

AR state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent . deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

_X go&d ____ruins X altered __moved date __ . _ .
_ fair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Overview

The West End North Historic District lies directly north of Farmington Avenue
in Hartford, Connecticut, adjacent to and including the West Hartford-
Hartford border of Prospect Avenue. There are approximately 297 major build-
ings in the district, of which 291 contribute to its historic and archi-
tectural significance. The district's contributing buildings date from
about 1870 to 1930. Their architectural styles represent most of those in
use during that period, including the Ssick Style, Queen Anne, Shingle

Style and Colonial Revival. Approximately 212 of the contributing struc-
tures are frame, 28 are stucco, 20 are brick, 20 are brick and frame,

6 are brick and stucco and 5 are frame and stucco. (See attached Continua-
tion Sheet #2 for a statistical overview). 250 of the contributing buildings
originally were single-family residences, and most of these remain in that
use. Three houses on Farmington Avenue, seven on Prospect Avenue and two

on Tremont Street are now used for professional offices. The only
contributing structures not built for residential use were the Noah Webster
School and its two, detached, later additions.

The six non-contributing buildings all date from after the Second World
War and are located on Whitney Street, Lorraine Street and Prospect Avenue.
Whitney Street has a modern brick church and auditorium and a modern brick
school that is now used for offices. #60 Lorraine Street, a 1959 brick
building, is the headquarters for the Connecticut Christian Conference.
Several modern apartment buildings are now located on Prospect Avenue;

of these, #632-636 (Photograph #31) is the largest.

The district streets are laid out in a grid pattern, with long, rectangular
blocks oriented north-south. Large trees and ample foliage in well-main-
tained yards frame the buildings. Most of the houses are set back the same
distance from the street on moderately-sized lots, and they are all nearly
uniform in scale and general proportions (2% stories high and 3 or 4 bays
wide) (Photographs #1 and 2). The houses on Prospect Avenue occupy larger
lots and have deeper setbacks than found elsewhere. These homes are larger,
too, but the same sense of similarity prevails. Front porches are common,
varying in size from a l-bay-wide entrance porch to a sweeping, wrap-
around verandah. Beyond these similarities, the houses differ from one
another in their massing, texture and detail. Since there are only 7 vacant
lots in the district, the total effect is one of density and much variety in
shape, design and details.

Boundary Justification

The district's cohesion in age, scale and overall appearance sets it apart
from its surroundings and readily identifies its boundaries. To the south,
Farmington Avenue is lined with modern, 2- and 3-story office buildings,
and only 3 of its original, turn-of-the-century houses remain. To the
east are the Park River, which separates the district clearly from Wood-

land Street on its other side, and the campus of the University of
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For Hartford properties: Hartford Land Records
Town Clerk's Office
Municipal Building
550 Main Street
Hartford, Connecticut

For West Hartford properties: West Hartford Land Records
Town Clerk's Office
Town Hall
28 South Main Street
West Hartford, Connecticut
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B. The State Register of Historic Places (1984)
c/0 Connecticut HIstorical Commission
59 South Prospect Street
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List of Properties Located within the West End North Historic
District (By street and street numbers)

Hartford:

Cone Street: #2-4 to #80, inclusive

Elizabeth Street: #95 to #145, inclusive (south side only)

Farmington Avenue: #598, 606, 650 and 664.

Fern Street, north side: #14-16

Fern Street, south side: #1 to #147, inclusive

Girard Avenue: #15,23,29 and #33 to 185 (not including
#90-92 and 98-100), inclusive

Kenyon Street: #28 to #208 (not including #37), inclusive

Lorraine Street: #10-12 to #68-70, inclusive

North Beacon Street: #9 to #134, inclusive

Oxford Street: #119 to #164, inclusive

Prospect Avenue, east side: #632-636 to #750, inclusive

Sherman Street: #11 to #73 (not including #18 and 72), inclusive

Tremont Street: #121 to #161, inclusive

Whitney Street: #34-36 to #120, inclusive

West Hartford:

Prospect Avenue, west side: #639 to 743, inclusive



NPS Form 10-200-a OMB No. 1024-0018
3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

The West End NOrth Historic District, Hartford & West Hartford,
Continuation sheet Description Item number 7 Page 2

Statistical PRofile of the District

Ma jor Contributing Structures 291
Vacant lots 7
Non-contributing Structures 6

Total 304

Use (current) of Contributing Structures

-- Residential 272
(single family: 236)
(multi-family: 36)

-— Commercial/professional%* 15

-— Educational 4

Total 291

Ages of Contributing Structures (dates of

construction)

pre-1870 0
1870-1879 5
1880-1889 12
1890-1895 39
1896-1899 51
1900-1909 126
1910-1919 51
1920- 7

Total 291

Building Materials of Contributing Structures

Frame 212
Brick 20
Brick and Frame 20
Stucco 28
Brick and Stucco 6
Frame and STucco 5

Total 291

*of which, 14 originally were single-family structures
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annecticut Law School, which is already listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. To the north and west, the houses are newer, and those to
the north generally are more substantial in size and lavish in detail.
Within the district, single-family houses predominate and set the tone.

Architectural Styles

The architectural styles in the district range, chronologically, from the
Gothic Revival to the Prairie Style. Most of the buildings date from 1895~
1910 and exhibit features of the Queen Anne, Shingle or Colonial Revival
styles. Quite a number of buildings combine elements of several styles. In
fact, eclectic houses far outweigh the purer examples of the various styles.
The Tudor Revival style appears more often in tandem than it does by it-
self. The numerous eclectic houses from 1890-1915 illustrate the gradual
transition from the Queen Anne to the Colonial Revival style and the ex-
tensive mixing of these styles with each other and with the Shingle Style.
25 architects worked in the West End North District. Of these, Albert W.
Scoville and his brother, William H. Scoville, were the builders/architects
of 27 and 23 houses, respectively. Their works are concentrated on Lorraine
and North Beacon Streets.

Early Styles. The earliest surviving building is a c.1871 house at 96
Kenyon Street (Photograph #3). This house harmoniously combines strong and
typical features of the Italian Villa and Gothic Revival styles, including
an Italianate tower and brackets, and clustered, cast stone chimney pots
characteristic of the Gothic Revival. Its wide front porch, with a flat en-
tablature and Tuscan columns, is classical and may well be a later addition.

#17, 21 and 25 Sherman Street are the only Second Empire-style buildings
in the district. #21 and 25 (1877 and 1878, respectively; see Photograph
#4) are nearly identical, and their large sguare towers with intricate
iron cresting are dramatic and picturesque. #21 appears well preserved

(or accurately restored), and the application of non-original synthetic
siding and an asphalt-shingle roof to #25 present a strong visual contrast.

Only one house in the district, 33 Girard Avenue (1886-1887, Photograph
#5), is Gothic Revival. Here, too, non-original grained asbestos siding
diminishes the impact of its stylistic details.

Most of the Stick Style houses also have Gothic Revival or Queen Anne
features. One of the few arguably pure Stick Style buildings is the ¢.1890
house at 57 Sherman Street. Its front porch has strong Stick Style carved
braces and brackets and a fine stickwork gable screen. The c.1875 house

at 95 Kenyon Street nicely combines mostly Stick details (e.g., pierced
porch braces) with a Gothic Revival frieze on a side ell. The complexity
of the stickwork porch details at 53 Sherman Street (c.1890), especially
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the side gable spindles with decorative balls, is perhaps more Queen Anne
in feeling than Stick Style.

Queen Anne. The 35 Queen Anne houses are either hip- or pitch-roofed

with cross gables. Most feature gable peaks that project over cutaway bays.

A few houses have full or engaged corner towers. The omnipresent front porches
have either Stick Style details or more elaborate combinations. Wood frame
and brick houses are both common, and the former usually display both clap-
boards and decorative shingles. Some of the Queen Anne houses have stained-
glass windows or upper sashes glazed with narrow vertical and diamond lights.
Girard Avenue and Sherman Street are lined with similar wood-framed Queen
Anne houses, many of which now have non-original synthetic siding. Their
contrasting porch details are especially interesting. 39 Girard Avenue

(1886, Photograph #5) has an intricate pierced front gable screen in a
sunburst design. The front porch cross gable at #43 (1886-87) is decorated
with small, pierced fans.

One of the most highly detailed Queen Anne houses is 55 Kenyon Street, built
in 1890 (Photograph #6). Its elaborate porches and strong surface texture of
clapboards and patterned shingles are the highlights of this picturesque
house. The brick Queen Anne houses exhibit some interesting variations in
detail. 49 and 55 Girard Avenue (both ¢.1886-1887, Photograph #7) have
decoratively laid brick window arches and robust, turned cross braces in
otherwise Stick Style porches. 104 Kenyon Street (1898) shows the influence
of the Chateauesque in its arched, tripartite window with transoms(stained
glass) and oriel.

Shingle Style. The most common Shingle Style elements among the 28 houses
in this style are a gambrel roof and an asymmetrical plan with a corner
tower and polygonal dormer. 79 Girard Avenue (1897, Photograph #2) and 56
Cone Street (1897, Photograph #8) have the flat, plastic surfaces typical
of this style, especially in their large corner towers. Their upper sash
glazing in vertical and diamond-shaped lights is as common to this style as
to the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival homes in the district.

Paired, polygonal tower dormers, joined by a second-floor,shed-roofed
porch, are found at 75 Girard Avenue (1897, Photograph #2). Its side, tri-
partite window underneath a shingled arch 1is rare. More substantial houses
with cross gables are at 146 and 148 Kenyon Street (both 1903, Photograph
#9). 146's Palladian window is a common Colonial Revival feature in Shingle
Style houses.

Local builders also easily adapted this style for multi-family housing.
113-115 Whitney Street (1913, Photograph #10) has a graceful arcaded porch
that conveys a strong sense of Shingle Style horizontality. At the same

time, its angularity and tall chimneys are reminders of the Queen Anne style.
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Colonial Revival. The district's Colonial Revival buildings display
classical detailing and symmetrical massing, and their wall coverings

range among clapboards, wood shingles, brick and stucco. Square houses

with hipped roofs and dormers are common, such as 49 Kenyon Street, built

in 1896 (Photograph #11). Its front entrance porch and decoratively glazed
Palladian and elliptical windows are more elegant than most. The brick and
wood shingle house at 44 Kenyon Street (1908, Photograph #12) shows Tudor
Revival (clustered chimney pots and half-timbered dormers) and Bungalow/
Craftsman influences (exposed rafters). Several Colonial Revival houses are
rectangular and brick- or stucco-faced. 700 Prospect Avenue (1900, Smith and
Bassette) (Photograph #13) is a good example, and the round-headed window

at the stairway landing level is a typical feature. The large brick house at
40 North Beacon Street (1928, Carl J. Malmfeldt) punctuates its facade with
a prajecting entrance pavilion. The group at 131, 135 (both by Charles O.
Whitmore), 141 (A. Raymond Ellis) and 145 Elizabeth Street, constructed

in 1915 or 1916, illustrate the smaller and simpler plans and detailing

of later Colonial Revival houses. The district also contains a few efforts
at recreating authentic Georgian residences, of which 714 Prospect Avenue
(1901)is notable with its imitation quoins and elaborate door frame.

Tudor Revival. The Tudor Revival/Jacobethan Revival style is represented by
just a few buildings. 638 Prospect Avenue (c.1900, Photograph #14) has all
of the elements of this style, such as stucco and half-timbered cross gables
in a steep-pitched roof and elaborate chimneys. Its massive, almost free-
form landscaping suits the architecture nicely. The houses at 121 and 127
Tremont Street (Photograph #15), both from 1909, combine many of these

Tudor Revival features with strong Colonial Revival plans and some detailing.
In contrast, the nearby Noah Webster School (1900, William C. Brocklesby,
Photograph #16) typifies the rich decorative detail and texture often
characteristic of the Jacobethan Revival. Its fairy-tale appearance 1is the
product of features such as its segmentally-arched, glazed brick window
surrounds, the diamond and guatrefoil designs of its half timbering, and

the soaring paneled chimneys.

Bungalow/Craftsman. An unusual group of nominally Bungalow/Craftsman puildings
distinctively combine several stylistic influences. Their plans, with low,
pitched roofs, are Bungalow; their exterior wood framing is Western Stick;
and their intricately carved exterior molding is Neo-Classical and Swiss
Chalet-inspired. The Kingswood-Oxford School at 695 Prospect Avenue (c.1900,
Edward T. Hapgood, Photograph #17), built as a residence, is the largest

of these houses. The third-floor balcony especially reflects the Swiss
Chalet influence. Albert Scoville built a similar house, all in wood, at

53 North Beacon Street (1903, Photograph #18). Its arcaded corbel table

is Romanesque Revival, and its wave molding and floral pattern paneling

are more explicitly Neo-Classical than that at 695 Prospect Avenue.
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North Beacon Street has three houses that are more typically Bungalow/
Craftsman. #103 (1909, Albert W. Scoville, Photograph #30) has the broad
roofline and large, supporting, front porch columns that one expects of
this style.

Eclectic (1895-1910). Many buildings from 1895-1910 liberally combine pop-
ular styles, with no one style clearly dominant. 735 Prospect Avenue (c.
1901, Photograph #19), for example, combines the Queen Anne, Shingle
Style and Colonial Revival. Its strong, Queen Anne angles contrast with
the vigorous plasticity of its Shingle Style corner tower and the elegant
Colonial Revival details, such as the large front porch. 639 Prospect
Avenue, a c.1895 frame house (Photograph #20), has a fancy, Queen Anne-
style pattern of wood shingles highlighting its otherwise flat, Shingle
Style sheathing. The four-part bay windows are Jacobethan Revival. A
whimsical combination of features may be found in 726 Prospect Avenue
(Photograph #21), a 1900 house that joins an unusual, Gothic Revival-
inspired corner tower and Jacobethan Revival cross gables with elements
that are characteristic of the other, more prevalent styles.

The large number of houses that are both Queen Anne and Colonial
Revival illustrate the wide range of appearances possible in combining
just these two styles. 153-155 Kenyon Street (Photograph #22), built in
1904, juxtaposes a Queen Anne plan and sheathing with Colonial Revival
details (including the most elaborate porch pediment in the district).
743 Prospect Avenue, a c.1900 brick and frame house, remains visible behind
ample foliage because of its unusual, flared bell-shaped tower roof. This
strong Queen Anne feature is matched by large and abundant Colonial Revival
decorative details. The placement of the even more plentiful and rich
Colonial Revival detailing at 65 Kenyon Street (1900, Photograph #23)
strengthens the impact of its Queen Anne massing. 690 Prospect Avenue
(c.1900, Photograph #13), in contrast, is Colonial Revival in plan and
Queen Anne in its mixture of details and textures. Its Bungalow/Crafts-
man~-inspired front entrance is unique. 750 Prospect Avenue (1905,
Charles O. Whitmore, Photograph #24) 1is a subdued alternative to these
houses. Its Queen Anne and Colonial Revival features are non-assertive
and almost attenuated.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival. 60 Cone Street (1895, George Keller,
Photograph #8) typifies the numerous dwellings that mix these styles.
Many have even more extensive Colonial Revival detailing, such as 56
Kenyon Street (1899), a l-story house with a gambrel roof that has
Palladian windows (with shingled, arched surrounds), elliptical windows
and dentillated cornices.

Many creative and readily identifiable Shingle Style/Colonial Revival
houses were designed by William H. Scoville (1809-1932). His work

displays an individualistic interpretation and combination of common archi-
tectural elements. Among the distinctive features of his buildings are
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flared roofs; oriels at any floor level; projecting gable and dormer peaks;
paneling between and surrounding windows; and oversized detailing.

Rows of houses at 127-133 Kenyon Street and 37-55 Lorraine Street illus-
trate his work. 127 Kenyon Street (1898, Photograph #25) has an unusual,
side, engaged tower; windows under flared, shingled pents; wide friezes
with large Adamesque garlands; and a two-sided, diagonal, projecting
gable peak. Next door, 129 Kenyon Street (1898, Photograph #25) is dis-
tinguished particularly by an elliptical window with elongated, bracket-
like keystones; the crenellated tower; and the paneling in a geometric
motif. The houses at 37-55 Lorraine Street are perhaps even more individ-
uvalistic, and their roofs show a strong Prairie Style influence. 37
Lorraine Street (1901, Photograph #26) has a diagonal, two-sided window
and Craftsman details in its front porch. #41l's front and side paneled
bays, together with the large shingled brackets, are unique to Scoville
in the district. #55 (1900, Photograph #27), in turn, has flared eaves
that appear especially Oriental-inspired, and a heavy, projecting, dormer
gable.

Later Eclectic. The West End North District also contains individual
examples of various other stylistic combinations. 150 Oxford Street
(1916, A. Raymond Ellis, Photograph #28), an unusually large and imposing
house for this district, is Mediterranean Revival in most of its features
(e.a., plan and segmentally-arched openings), while its front entrance,
windows and cornice are Colonial Revival. An even more assertively Medi-
terranean Revival house is 160 Kenyon Street (1916, Russell F. Barker,
Photograph #29), with its massive, carved brackets and heavy, iron and
wood front entrance canopy. This very eclectic house also shows the
influence of the Colonial Revival(plan), Mission(shaped porch parapet

in side ell) and Bungalow/Craftsman(exposed rafters) styles. A modest
house at 107 North Beacon Street (1908, Albert W. Scoville, Photograph
#30) exhibits a Colonial Revival plan and Bungalow/Craftsman details.
Nearby, 115 North Beacon Street (1905, Albert W. Scoville, Photograph
#31) is a mixture of the Tudor Revival, Shingle and Western Stick styles.
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Introductory Note to Inventory of District Buildings:

Street numbers in this inventory correspond with those shown on the
attached map (scale 1:2400). Contributing ("C") and non-contributing
("NC") structures are indicated in the inventory by the use of a "C"
or "NC", as appropriate, before the description of each structure.

Dates for the structures in Hartford are from Hartford Architecture,
volume 3; the dates used in that comprehensive survey are the ones found
in Hartford building permits, which the city began to issue in about
1890, or are estimates based on city atlases of the time. The dates
used for West Hartford buildings are either those dates estimated by
the Town of West Hartford Building Department or better estimates of
dates that are derived from land records and city atlases or directories.

The inventory contains 20 numbered pages and begins with Continuation
Sheet #9 to this Item #7.
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Cone Street,

North Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

2-4 C 2-family, Colonial Revival house, 1897.

6 C Colonial Revival house, 1898.

18 C Colonial Revival house, 1897.

24 C Colonial Revival house, 1915, Russell
F. Barker.

28-30 C 2-family, Colonial Revival house, c.1890.

32 C Shingle Style/American Four Square house,
1904.

36 C American Four Square house, 1909.

42 C Queen Anne house, ¢.1890.

54 C Shingle Style house, 1897 (Photograph #8).

60 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house,
1895, George Keller (Photograph #8).

64 C Colonial Revival house, 1894.

70 C Colonial Revival house, 1894.

80 C Colonial Revival house, 1894.

Cone St;eet,

South Side

5 C The Noah Webster School, consisting of

the following: a Jacobethan Revival main
building and two, separate, Colonial Re-
vival buildings; 1900, William C. Brockles-
by; 1906 and 1909, Brocklesby and Smith;
and 1932, Adams, Malmfeldt and Prentice.
(Photograph #16, of original building).
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Elizabeth Street,

South Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if Kknown)

95 C 2-family, Shingle Style/Colonial Revival
house, 1912.

99-101 C 2-family, Shingle Style/Colonial Revival
house, 1911.

103-105 C 2-family, Shingle Style/Colonial Revival
house, 1911.

107 C Colonial Revival house, 19111

111 C Colonial Revival house, 1912.

129 C Colonial Revival house, 1915, William T.
Marchant.

131 C Colonial Revival house, 1915, Charles
0. Whitmore.

135 C Colonial Revival house, 1916, Charles
0. Whitmore.

141 C Colonial Revival house, 1915, A. Raymond
Ellis.

145 C Colonial Revival house, 1915.

Farmington Avenue,
North Side

598 C Colonial Revival house, 1902.
606 C Colonial Revival house, c¢.1900.
650 C Colonial Revival house, 1915. Converted

to professional offices.

664 C Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, 1896,
Albert W. Scoville. Converted to office use.
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Fern Street,
North Side

14-16

Fern Street,
South Side

1

3
43
47
81
85
91
95-97
139
143
147

Girard Avenue,
East Side

34

38

44

48

52

56

Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

2-family, Colonial Revival house, 1924.

Shingle Stylé/Colonial Revival house, 1904.
Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,
Queen Anne house, c¢.1890.

Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, 1898.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1909.
Colonial Revival house, 1908.

Colonial Revival/Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1908.
2-family, Colonial Revival house, 1911.

Queen Anne/Shingle Style house, c.1900.

Colonial Revival house, ¢.1900.

Shingle Style/Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1909.

Queen Anne house, 1896.
Queen Anne house, 1894, converted to multi-family.
Queen Anne house, 1894.
Queen Anne house, 1893.
Queen Anne housé&, 1893.

Queen Anne house, ¢.1890.
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Girard Avenue,

East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

60 C Queen Anne house, ¢.1890.

64 C Queen Anne house, 1895.

68 C Queen Anne house, 1895.

72 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,
William H. Scoville.

76 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,
William H. Scoville.

80 C Colonial Revival house, 1903.

84 C Colonial Revival house, 1902, James J. Best.

Girard Avenue,

West Side

15 C Albano Performing Arts Center and Ballet, Inc.,
a Shingle Style building (formerly a carriage
house), 1888.

23 NC Modern apartment building.

29 ' C "Fernwood Manor' nursing home, a Shingle Style

‘ building (formerly a single-family house, c.1890)

33 C Gothic Revival house, 1886-87. (Photograph #5)

39 C Queen Anne house, 1886. (Photograph #5)

43 C Queen Anne house, 1886-87.

49 C Queen Anne house, 1886-87. (Photograph #7)
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Girard Avenue,
West Side

55
59
63
67

71

75
79
83
85-87
91
97
101
105
109
115
121

127

133

Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

Queen Anne house, ¢.1887. (Photograph #7)
Queen Anne house, ¢.1887.
Queen Anne house, c.1887.
Queen Anne house, c.1887.

Queen Anne/Shingle Style house; c.1887.
(Photograph #2)

Shingle Style house, 1897. (Photograph #2)
Shingle Style house, 1897. (Photograph #2)
Shingle Style house, 1897.

2-family, Queen Anne house, 1897.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1895.
Colonial Revival house, 1898, G. W. Buckland.
Shingle Style/Colonial Revival housé, 1903
Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1903.
Shingle Style/American Four Square house, 1904.
Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904.
Colonial Revival house, 1896, Curtis and Johnson.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1897,
Albert W. Scoville.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,
William H. Scoville.
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Girard Avenue,

West Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)
137-139 C 2-family, Colonial Revival house, 1898.
143 C Shingle Style/Tudor Revival/Bungalow house,
1903, William H. Scoville.
149 C Colonial Revival house, 1900.
155 C Queen Anne/Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house, 1908.
163 C Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, 1897,
G. W. Buckland.
165 C Colonial Revival house, 1908, William D. Johnson.
171 C Shingle Style house, ¢.1900.
181 C Colonial Revival house, 1910.
185 C Shingle Style/American Four Square house, 1911.

193 (also is #95
Elizabeth Street: see that
entry

Kenyon Street,

East Side

28 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1893.

34 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival, c.1890.

38-40 C Shingle Style house, 1897.

44 C Colonial Revival/Tudor Reviwal house, 1908.
(Photograph #2)

52 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival, 1895.

56 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1899.
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Kenyon Street,

East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

62 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1896,
Frederick R. Comstock.

70 C Colonial Revival house, 1899.

76 C Stick Style/Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house,
1898, Hapgood and Hapgood.

80 C Stick Style/Queen Anne house, c.1890.

82 C Queen Anne house, ¢.1900.

88 C Colonial Revival house, 1897.

96 C Gothic Revival/Italian Villa house, c.1871.
(Photograph #3)

102 C Queen Anne house, 1896, William H. Scoville.

104 C Queen Anne house, 1898.

108 C Colonial Revival house, 1898.

110 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1898.

126 C Colonial Revival house, 1900.

130 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1898.

138 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, ¢.1900.

142 C Colonial Revival house, 1902.

146 C Shingle Style house, 1903. (Photograph #9)

148 C Shingle Style house, 1903. (Photograph #9)
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Kenyon Street,

East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

150 C Shingle Style house, 1903.

154 C Colonial Revival house, 1904.

160 C Colonial Revival/Mediterranean Revival house,

1916, Russell F. Barker, (Photograph #29)

176 C Colonial Revival house, 1908.

180 C Colonial Revival house, 1908.

184 C Colonial Revival house, 1909, Brocklesby
and Smith.

194 C Colonial Revival house, 1919.

198 C Colonial Revival/Tudor Revival house, 1918,

Charles 0. Whitmore.

208 C Colonial Revival house, 1912.

Kenyon Street,

West Side

41 C Queen Anne, c¢.1890.

49 C Colonial Revival house, 18%6. (Photograph #11)

55 C Queen Anne house, 1893. (Photograph #6)

61-63 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, c.1890.

65 C Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, 1900.
(Photograph #23)

67 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1901.

75 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,

Bayley and Goodrich.
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Kenyon Street,

West Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

79 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival/Tudor Revival house,
1904, William H. Scoville.

83 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,
William H. Scoville.

87 C Shingle Style house, 1904, William H. Scoville.

95 C Stick Style/Gothic Revival house, c.1875.

101 C Colonial Revival house, ¢.1890.

[ ]

105 C Shingle Style house, 1907.

109 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1894,
William H. Scoville.

127 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1898,
William H. Scoville. (Photograph #25)

129 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1898,
William H. Scoville. (Photograph #25)

133 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1897,
William H. Scoville.

137 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, c¢.1900.

139 C Queen Anne/Shingle Style house, 1898.

141 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1910.

143 C Colonial Revival house, 1899.

149 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1903.

153-155 C 2-family, Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, 1904.

(Photograph #22)

157 C Colonial Revival house, 1908.
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Kenyon Street,

West Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

171-173 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1909.

175-177 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1909,
converted to 2-family.

179 C Colonial Revival house, 1917.

183 C Colonial Revival house, 1916, Charles O. Whitmore.

189 C Colonial Revival house, 1916, Charles O. Whitmore.

193 C Colonial Revival house, 1916, Charles 0. Whitmore.

Lorraine Street,

East Side

10-12 C 2-family, Colonial Revival house, 1916,
Russell F. Barker.

14 C American Four Square house, 1915, Fred C. Walz.

16 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1905,
William H. Scoville.

20 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1905,
William H. Scoville.

24 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1905,
William H. Scoville.

32 C Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house, 1911, Charles
W. Whitmore.

34 Vacant lot

36 Vacant lot

38 Vacant lot

40 Vacant lot
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Lorraine Street,
East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

60 NC Headquarters of the Christian Conference of
Connecticut, a modern, Colonial Revival-inspired
building, 1959.

68-70 C Shingle Style house, 1911, converted to 2-family.

Lorraine Street,

West Side

37 C Shingle Style/American Four Square house, 1901,
William H. Scoville. (Photograph #26)

41 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1900,
William H. Scoville. (Photograph #26

47 Vacant lot.

51 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1900,
William H. Scoville.

55 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1900,

William H. Scoville. (Photograph #27)

North Beacon Street,

East Side

20 C Colonial Revival house, 1924.

22 C Colonial Revival house, 1924.

40 C Colonial Revival house, 1928, Carl J. Malmfeldt.
54 C Colonial Revival house, 1914.

56 C Colonial Revival house, 1914.

70 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1898.

76 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1898.

102 C Colonial Revival house, 1923, William T. Marchant.

106 C Tudor Revival house, 1907, Albert W. Scoville.
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North Beacon Street,

East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)
110 C Colonial Revival/Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1908,
Albert W. Scoville.
114 C Colonial Revival/Tudor Revival house, 1908,
Albert W. Scoville.
118 C Colonial Revival house, 1907, Albert W. Scoville.
124 C Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1907, Albert W. Scoville.
128 C Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1909, Albert W. Scoville.
134 C Colonial Revival house, 1906, Albert W. Scoville.
North Beacon Street,
West Side
9 C Tudor Revival house, 1916.
19 C Colonial Revival house, 1902.
25 C Colonial Revival house, 1900, Albert W. Scoville.
31 C Colonial Revival house, 1900, Albert W. Scoville.
35 C Colonial Revival house, 1900, Albert W. Scoville.
39 C Colonial Revival/Tudor Revival house, 1900,
Albert W. Scoville.
43 C Colonial Revival house, ¢.1900, Albert W. Scoville.
49 C Colonial Revival house, 1903, Albert W. Scoville.
53 C Western Stick Style/Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1903,
Albert W. Scoville. (Photograph #18)
57 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,

Albert W. Scoville.
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North Beacon Street,

West Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

61 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival, 1904, Albert W.
Scoville.

69 C Colonial Revival house, 1898.

75 C Colonial Revival house, 1898.

93 C Colonial Revival house, 1913.

99 C Colonial Revival house, 1905.

103 C Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1909, Albert W. Scoville.
(Photograph #30)

107 C Colonial Revival/Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1908,
Albert W. Scoville. (Photograph #30)

111 C Colonial Revival house, 1906, Albert W. Scoville,

115 C Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house, 1905,

Albert W. Scoville. (Photograph #31)

119 C Colonial Revival house, 1905, Albert W. Scoville.

Oxford Street,

East Side

120 C Colonial Revival house, 1911, converted to office use.
128 C Queen Anne house, ¢.1890.

132 C Colonial Revival house, 1903, Edward T. Hapgood.

134 C Colonial Revival house, 1909, Edward T. Hapgood.

150 : C Colonial Revival/Mediterranean Revival house, 1916,

A. Raymond Ellis. (Photograph #28)

154 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1910.
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Oxford Street,

East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)
160 C Tudor Revival house, 1913.

164 ; C Colonial Revival house, 1915.

Oxford Street,

West Side

119 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1896.
127 C Colonial Revival house, 1894.

135 C Colonial Revival house, 1896,

145 C Shingle Style house, 1905.

153 C Colonial Revival house, 1903.

157 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1898.
161 C Colonial Revival house, 1898.

Prospect Avenue,

East Side
632-636 NC Modern apartment and office building.
638 C Tudor Revival house, ¢.1900. Now used for
offices. (Photograph #14)
646 C Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house, 1900,
converted to office use.
650 NC Modern apartment building.
660 € Shingle Style house, 1902, converted to office use.

664 C Colonial Revival house, 1901, converted to office use.
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Prospect Avenue,
East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

670 C Headquarters of The American Cancer Society,
a Colonial Revival building (formerly a single-family
house), 1902.

674 C Shingle Style house, 1901, converted to office use.

682 C Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, ¢.1900,
converted to offices.

690 C Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, ¢.1900.
(Photograph #13)

700 C Colonial Revival house, 1917, Smith and Bassette.
(Photograph #13)

706 C Colonial Revival house, ¢.1890.

714 C Colonial Revival house, 1901.

720 C Shingle Style house, 1907, Charles O. Whitmore.

726 C Queen Anne/Shingle Style/Jacobethan Revival, 1901.
(Photograph #21)

734 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1906, Isaac
A. Allen, Jr.

740 C Colonial Revival house, 1914.

750 C Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, 1905, Charles O.

Whitmore. (Photograph #24)
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Prospect Avenue,

West Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)
639 C Queen Anne/Shingle Style house, c¢.1895,
converted to office use. (Photograph #20)
643 C Colonial Revival/Mediterranean Revival, c.1908.
645 Vacant lot.
695 C The Kingswood-Oxford School, a Western Stick/Bungalow/

Craftsman building (formerly a single-family house),
¢.1900, Edward T. Hapgood.

711 ‘ C Colonial Revival house, c.1887.

727 C Colonial Revival house, c¢.1921.

735 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, c.1901.
(Photograph #19)

739 C Colonial Revival house, ¢.1895.

743 C Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house, ¢.1895.

Sherman Street,

East Side

34-36 C Queen Anne house, 1906.

38-40 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1905,
converted to 2-family.

42-44 C 2-family, Colonial Revival house, 1900.

46-48 C 2-family, Queen Anne house, 1898.

52 C Queen Anne house, ¢.1890.

56 C American Four Square house, 1898.

60 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1904,

William H. Scoville.

64 C Shingle Style house, 1904, William H. Scoville.
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Sherman Street,

West Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

11 C Multi-family, Colonial Revival house, ¢.1890.
17 C Second Empire house, 1877.

21 C Second Empire house, 1877. {Photograph #4)
25 C Second Empire house, 1878. (Photograph #4)
29-31 C Colonial Revival house, 1897.

33 C Mediterranean Revival apartment building,

1915, Burton A. Sellew.

39 C Queen Anne house, ¢.1890.

43 C Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1894.

47-49 C 2-family, Tudor Revival/Neo-Classical Revival house,
1911, Burton A. Sellew.

53 C Stick Style/Queen Anne house, c.1890.

57 C Stick Style house, c¢.1890.

61 C Queen Anne house, 1893.

65 C Queen Anne house, 1895.

69 C Queen Anne house, 1895.

73 C Queen Anne house, 1896, William D. Johnson.

Tremont Street,
East Side

122 C Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house, 1908, now
used for a doctor's office.

126 C Colonial Revival house, 1910.
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Tremont Street,

East Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

130 C Queen Anne/Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house,
1909.

140 C Later additions to the Noah Webster School

(see entry for #5 Cone Street).

Tremont Street,

West Side

121 C Tudor Revival house, 1909, converted to offices.
(Photograph #15)

127 C Tudor Revival/Colonial Revival house, 1909,
converted to offices. (Photograph #15

131 C Colonial Revival house, 1907.

135 C Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house, 1907.

143 C Shingle Style house, 1907.

147 C Colonial Revival/Tudor Revival house, 1908,

151 C Bungalow/Craftsman/Swiss Chalet residence, 1910,
A. Raymond Ellis.

157 C Shingle Style/Tudor Revival house, 1911.

161 C Tudor Revival/Bungalow/Craftsman, 1910.

Whitney Street,

East Side

34~36 C 2-family, Shingle Style house, 1905.

38-40 C 2-family, Shingle Style house, 1905.

44 C Queen Anne house, 1899 (when moved to present site).

48 C Colonial Revival house, 1896.
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Whitney Street,
East Side

52

56

62

70

80

96

100
104
114

120

Whitney Street,
West Side

35

41

95-97

99-101

103

107-109

NC

NC

Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1895,
with modern addition on side.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1895,
William H. Scoville.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, c.1890.
Church of the Living God, a modern building whose
scale, appearance and age are inconsistent with
the surrounding neighborhood.

Headquarters of the United Cerebral Palsy
Association, a modern building (originally a school)
whose scale, appearance and age are inconsistent
with the surrounding neighborhood.

Shingle Style house, 1909.

Shingle Style house, 1909.

Colonial Revival house, 1909.

Bungalow/Craftsman house, 1915, Russell F. Barker.
Colonial Revival house, 1914, Russell F. Barker,

with modern, inappropriate, front addition.
Converted to a doctor's office.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, ¢.1900,
converted to doctor's office.

Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1908.
2-family, Colonial Revival house, 1922, Burton A. Selley
2-family, Colonial Revival house, Frank A. Clark.
Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house, 1909.

2-family, Shingle Style/Colonial Revival house,
1913. (Photograph #10)
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Whitney Street,
West Side Style, Use, Date and Architect (if known)

113-115 C 2-family, Shingle Style house, 1913.
(Photograph #10)

117 C 2-family, Shingle Style house, 1914, Raymond F.
Boker.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture . religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation o law ... science

... 1500-1599 _ agriculture .economics ] literature - ... sculpture

.. 1600-1699 __x architecture education military .- .. social/
1700-1799 art engineering ___ music humanitarian

~ X 1800-1899 _. commerce . exploration/settiement _ philosophy . theater

X 1900~ ~... communications industry politicsigovernment  ____ transportation

invention ____ other (specify)
Specific dates see Item #7 Builder Architect See Item #7

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Criteria C (Architecture) and A (History)

The West End North Historic District is architecturally significant because it
is a cohesive and virtually intact neighborhood of 19th- and early 20th-
century residences that are fine examples of the architectural styles that
were popular during that period of time, including the Second Empire,

Queen Anne, Shingle Style and Colonial Revival. The sense of time and place
found in this neighborhood is striking. Twenty-five different

architects and architectural firms of that period, furthermore, have
examples of their work here (Criterion C). The district also possesses
considerable historic importance because it developed as a result of the
economic expansion of Hartford at the end of the 19th century, and it
became the home of prominent commercial and financial leaders as well

as a cross section of the rapidly expanding middle and upper middle

classes in Hartford (Criterion A).

Criterion C - Architecture

The degree of cohesion found in this historic district is remarkable.
Very few of the houses built between 1870 and 1920, the period of

the district's greatest historic and architectural significance, are
gone. The effect of this cohesion is that the district possesses an un-
usual and pervasive sense of the period. The building rows display a
general uniformity of lot size, facade line, size, scale and proportion.
The individual residences, however, exhibit a tremendous variety and
distinctiveness in their features and textures. The large trees and well-
developed foliage convey a feeling of age and stability.

Adding interest to this cohesion and architectural diversity are the
small groups of houses from different periods that are scattered
throughout the district, especially those that are architect-designed.
The houses in each group typically themselves vary in their detailing,
while the contrast between adjoining groups is a graphic display of
historical and architectural evolution.

(continued)
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See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property —apppeximatei%IZO
Quadrangle name Hartford North Quadrangle scale 1:24000 _ _
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The district boundary is shown by the heavy line on the attached map drawn
to a scale of 1:2400. See also the "Boundary Justification" found in

Item #7 of this form. - -

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state Na code NA county NA . code NA

state NA code NA county NA code NA
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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These relationships are found within the groups designed by William H.
Scoville on Lorraine Street and Kenyon Street (Photographs #26 and #9,
respectively), the group designed by Charles 0. Whitmore and A. Raymond
Ellis on Elizabeth Street, and the long row of houses by Albert W. Sco-
ville on North Beacon Street (Photographs # 18, 30, and 31), and are
found in the contrast among the adjoining rows of Queen Anne, Shingle
Style and Shingle Style/Colonial Revival houses on Girard Avenue.

A wide range of 19th-and early-20th-century architectural styles is found
in this neighborhood. Here are solid, probably pattern book-derived,
examples of the Second Empire style (#17-25 Sherman Street, Photograph
#4), Gothic Revival style (#33 Girard Avenue, Photograph #5) and Stick
style (#95 Kenyon Street and #57 Sherman Street); fine examples of the
Queen Anne style (#39 Girard Avenue, Photograph #5; 55 Kenyon Street,
Photograph #6; and #49 Girard Avenue, Photograph #7), Shingle Style

(#79 Girard Avenue, Photograph #2), Colonial Revival style (#49 Kenyon
Street, Photograph#ll), and Tudor Revival style (#638 Prospect Avenue,
Photograph #14).

Perhaps the most noteworthy architectural aspect of the district is the
practice of combining styles in individual houses, a practice that occur-
red throughout the period of the district's development. The greatest
number of such houses mix elements of the Queen Anne, Shingle Style and
Colonial Revival styles. Early examples of this phenomenon include the
oldest building in the district, #96 Kenyon Street (c. 1871), which com-
bines the Gothic Revival and Italian Villa styles (Photograph #3 ), and
#53 Sherman Street (c. 1890), which illustrates the transition from the
Stick style to the Queen Anne style. Those that combine the Queen Anne
style with later styles take a variety of forms. Most have Queen Anne
plans and Shingle Style and/or Colonial Revival detailing, and their
appearances are usually attractive and occasionally flamboyant. #639
Prospect Avenue (Photograph #20) is a subdued, yet grand, mixture of the

Queen Anne and Shingle styles, while #153-155 Kenyon Street (Photograph
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#22) and #65 Kenyon Street (Photograph #23), in contrast, have rich Co-
lonial Revival details and archetypal, asymmetrical Queen Anne plans.

#735 Prospect Avenue (Photograph #19) is a very elegant Queen Anne/Colonial
Revival residence whose robust, wood-shingled, front corner tower aggres-
sively demonstrates the plasticity of the Shingle Style. #726 Prospect
Avenue (Photograph #21) is the most unusual of these Queen Anne-plan houses
in its delightful, almost fantastic juxtaposition of the Shingle, Gothic
Revival and Jacobethan Revival styles. Almost equally unusual is #690
Prospect Avenue (Photograph #13) with its Colonial Revival plan and use of
Queen Anne and Bungalow/Craftsman detailing. Later examples of this con-
tinuing feature of the district's architecture include two houses that
attractively combine the Colonial Revival and Mediterranean Revival styles
(150 Oxford Street, Photograph #28, and 160 Kenyon Street, Photograph #29).
Many residences combine the Tudor Revival style with one or more other
styles; of these, #115 North Beacon Street (Photograph #31) is perhaps

the most distinctive, while the west side of Tremont Street is a pro-
gression of houses that illustrate how well the Tudor Revival style may

be juxtaposed with several other styles.

The houses built by William H. Scoville are particularly interesting, both
because of their number (23) and concentration in groups, and because of
their sophistication and originality. Working primarily with the Shingle
Style and Colonial Revival style, Scoville mixed elements of these styles
with dexterity and created buildings that are more individualistic than
any others in the district. Scoville took typical architectural details
and exaggerated them, and he invented, or at least utilized, architectural
features that appear in no other houses in the district. His rows of
houses at #41-55 Lorraine Street (Photographs #26 and 27) and #127-133
Kenyon Street (Photograph #25) typify his "style" in their dramatically
flared roofs; large, projecting, front dormer gables; 2-sided, diagonal
windows; paneled bays, and unusual, elongated keystones.

William H. Scoville (1862-1932) and his brother Albert W. Scoville (1852-
1941) were the "most prolific house builders (in Hartford) at the turn of
the century," and the West End of Hartford is, to a fair extent, the
product of their efforts. Neither had any formal architectural training;
William, for example, learned the carpentry trade and worked as a drafts-
man. Practicing separately throughout their careers, they became skilled
and well-respected architects/builders/real estate developers, both

for their own accounts and for others. William H. Scoville also became
active in public affairs: he served for several terms on the Hartford City
Council and headed the building committees for the construction of Hartford's
Weaver High Schoool and for the extensive expansion of the Hartford Public
High School. His standing in the community led to his inclusion in the
1917 Encyclopedia of Connecticut Biography.
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Farmington avenue in this vicinity. The other large landowners north of
the Avenuce in Hartford were Bugene L. Kenyon and Willis Thrall, both of
whom were Hartford merchants. Kenyon owned the People's Coal Yard on Front
Street in Hartford, a central downtown location, and lived in a spacious
nome on Farmington Avenue at the corner of what would become Xenyon Streot,
Thrall, who owned about 40 acres set back from the Avenue and lived in the
center of the city, was the proprictor of Willis Thrall and Son's hardware
store at 10 Central Row, a prized business location directly opposite the
01ld State House in Hartford that suggests the success of his venturoe.

Responding to the post-Civil War industrial and population growth in

llart ford, ¥enyon platted and subdivided the property just north of the Avenue
that he and the Cones owned. Anmnong the streets created were ones named for
Kenvon himself, Willis Thrall and the Cones. This platted area ran from
Thrall Street (now Girard Avenue) on the cast to Prospect Avenue on thoe

west, and north to Cone Street. This plat formed the kasis for all futurce
developrment in the district.  The uncertain cconomic climate of the 1870s,
highligihited by the Panics of 1873 and 1877, undermined ¥enyon's plans for
development and in the second Panic he lost part, 1f not all, of his property
to the lartford Life and Annulty Insurance Comnpany through foroeclosure.

By then, the area contained only a sprinkling of ncew homes: three on

Sherman Street (#17-25; photograph #4) and two on Kenyon Strect (595 and

96; photograph #3). John . Hills, a local bullder, constructed: the two
Second Empire houscs at #21 and 25 Sherman as a speculative venture with
stone dealer William Blevins. The new residents were solidly middle-

class: Nathan Bosworth, at #25 Sherman Strect, owned a plumbing and stoeanm
heating firm in ilartford, and Alfred Richards at #17 was a downtown toa
merchant.

Speculation in this area and in adjoining sections of Vest Hartford
continued during the 1880s, although little further construction occurred.
Alpert . Gillett, a prosperous manufacturer and dealer in coffee and
splces, and also an active real estate entreprencur, bought thie Thrall farm
in 1884 in partnership with his uncle, Alfred $. GCillett, president of the
Girard Fire Insurance Company of Philadcelphia. In 1886 they bought an

ad jacent ten acres.  Gillett's 1927 obiltuary, which he wrote for himsel? in
advance, credited him with opening "Cirard Avenuce" (formerly Thrall Strect)
to Asylum Avenuce in 1886 and with opening, a short time thereafter, Kenyon,
Whitney, Tremont and Oxford Streets from Farmington Avenuc to Asylum Avenue
(note: Tremont has never reached farther north than Cone Street),  During
hiis lifetine, CGlllett constructed several office bulldings downtown on
Union Place and State Street, and his interest in this arca tends to cons
firm its attraction as un investment.  In 1887, Gillett also became goener

:—J
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agent for the Glrard Fire Insurance Company, and the double connection

to this insurance cormpany accounts for the name change from Thrall Streot
to CGirard Avenue. ‘the Hartford Life and Annulty Insurance Company, moan-—
while, held onto its 15 lots on Kenyon Strect and Clrard Avenue for 10
vears before financing an attractive row of largcely Oueen Anne-style housces
on the west side of Girard Avenue in 1880-97 (Photographs %5 and 7).

The new owners of these houses included John AWM. Dell (#33), an upholsterer,
and M.V, smith (#39), an agent for the Borden Consensced ML1k Company, and
Pauline Smith (#39), a stenographer at the Hartford Life and Annuity
Insurance Company. The only other house built in the district during this
period was %711 Prospect Avenuce. This larger home and its decpoer lot in-
dicated already the different scale of property and prestige that would
come to accompany this avenue address.

purdett Loorls, a prominent local citizen and real estate investor, ownoed
a1l of the land on the west side of Prospect Avenuce between Farmington
Avenue and Fern Street with his friend and financial partner, Wareham
Griswold, and they sold off lots for development. These nen are responsivle
for Prospect Avenuce's appearance today: they created lots thnat are goenoer-
ally wider and deeper than those east of the Avenue, and they enhanced thoe
strect's legiltimacy as an avenue (and perhaps were responsible for its
change of name from Prospect Hi1ll Road, which it was called as late as

18609) by widening it from 2 to 3 rods in width., Scion of an old Hartford
familyy, Loomis platted and openced the arcas south of Farmington Avenuce for
developrment in 1872, ile also gained local fame by building the race. track
at Charter Oak Park, the Hartford arca's well-Xnown amusement vark during the
last half of the 19th century and into the 20th.

Development picked up in the carly '90s, and 38 new homes were built
botween 1890 and 1895, “Most of the west side of Sherman Strect filled

in, as did the cast side of Girard Avenue. The rest of the houses

were scattered on Kenyon, Whitney and Cone Streets, and o few nouses

woent up on Oxford Street and Prospect Avenue. Most of the property north
0f Farmington Avenuce and west of Whitney Strect remained open because it
wvas tied up in the estate of William P. Cone, who had died in 1890. Cone
was at the pinnacle of influence and social standing in Hartford. Hot
surprisingly, thercfore, he made his home on Washington Street, Hartford's
premicer address at the time, despite this large landhiolding. A graduate
of Hopkins CGranmnmar School {(New tlaven) and Yale University, Cone helpoed
organize and was president of the Acetna Bank, while also serving as
president of the illartford Carpet Company and counsel to the Hartford and
New Haven Rall Road. Tils clivic accomplishments, too, were manys
president of the Retreat for the Insane (now the Institute of Living),
president of the Wadsworth Athencum, trustcee of the Watkinson Library,
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and director of the Actna Fire Insurance Company and Soclety for Savings.
Cone's son, James B. Cone, occupied a large home : now demolished) on
Farmington Avenuc at North Beacon Strect.

The new residents of the district during this period were a cross section
of the middle to upper-middle class. [louscholders included men of nodest
means such as John T. Durnham, a foreran in a blacksmith shop, at #4539
Sherman (Photograph #5); Wilbur L. Hettlceton, a foreman at Pope's Manu-
facturing Company, at #102 Kenyon Street; and Frank . Bossen, a manager/
bookkeeper at Pope's, at #6060 Cone Strecet (Photograph #8). Prospoect Avenuo
attracted the more affluent, such as Lewis W. Ripley, president of

Ripley Brothers, dealers in carpets and wallpaper, who built the substantial
Dueen Annc/Colonial Revival home, with the exotic . bell-shaped tower, at
#743., Dr. Gilbert {eublein, vhose family founded the wine and —spirits
company o0f the sane nare, lived at #739, and he spent the sumners with

his family at his Dl'nly visible and londmark tower atop Talcott Mountain
i Avon.,

Hartford was booming by 1895. After years of near stagnation, its grand
list grew by 790 in 1895 alone, and in the following five years it rosco

a total of 30%. These improved: coconomic conditions fueled a strong demand
for new housing, and the West IBnd North district helped neet that need
with the construction of 77 houses in 1896-1900 and 105 petween 1901 and
1910. rMost of the remaining open space in the neiglhiborhood disappeared,
with the exception of Jawes B, Cone's property on the cast side of North
Deacon Strect and land owned by the Cone Realty Cowmpany on the east side

>f Oxford Street. During this time, William li. Scoville and Albert V.
Scoville constructed all of thelr LUlelth, and the 1909 Sanborn city
atlas shows each of them still owning recently completed houses on several
streets.,  The architectural styles that flourished were the Queen Annce,
Shingle Style and Colonilal Revival, and the ceclectic combination

of these styles 1s still the most distinctive fcature of Lthe district.
Most of these houses were larger than the older ones, and the differcnce
is cspecially apparent on the west side of the neighborhood and on
Prospoect Avenue.

~

P

Dy 1910, the growth in the district's population produced a group of in-
creasingly diverse and generally nore affluenct residents than herctofore.
While 1t was still possibkle for men such as George A. Bingham, a watchman
at the State Capitol, to buy a modest, William ll. Scoville-built home at
#24 Lorraine Street, professionals such as Dr. Frederic Crossficld at
i“14"% Kenyon Street (Photograph #9: a substantial Shingle Style home) and
businessmen such as Seymour I, Robinson (treasurer, Berlin Construction
Company) at #145 Oxford Street (another Shingle Style home) were more
common. Charles Atkins, a prosperous lumber dealer, built a lavishly
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detailed home at #65 Kenyon Strecet (Photograph #23).  His biography in

the 1901 Connecticut Ieading Citizens obscerved that "he has just completoed
a home on Kenyon leights, one of the most fashionable locations in the city."
Prospect Avenue continued to attract the wealthy, and the construction
there generally also was nmore architcecturally original, or at least
grander, than found elsewhere. The whimsical Western Stick Style/Bungalow/
Craftsman stucco, brownstone and frame house that architect Edward 7.
Hapgood built for Charles L. Shepard, a general agent for the Actna Life
Insurance Company, at #0695 Prospect Avenue (Photograph #17), shows off

poth the noney and advanced taste of its owner. The visual richness of

the Jacobethan-Revival Noah Webstoer School on Cone Strect, bullt in 1900
(later additions 1n 1906, 1909 and 1932), shiows the expense that the
city of lHartford, too, was willing to 1ncur in order to cqgual the
archiltectural distinction of the neighborhood.

Devoelopment was virtually complete in 1920, and only seven contributing
bulldings are of nore recent vintage, the last of which dates from 1928,
The district was stable and well known for 1ts distinguished residents and

»

nomes. These residents increasingly had "foroign® (i.c¢., other than Anglo-
S5axXon) namnes. Irish and Jewish families, in particular, were boecoming
CORIMON » Armong the Irish were Eenedict PFlynn, an assistant soeocrotary at
Travelers Insurance Company (35160 Kenyon Stroeet, vhotograph #29); Dr.
Michacel G111 (3735 Prospect Avenue, photograph #19); and Charles Dillon,
the owner of a millinery house of the sarnce name that called itscelf the
“leadino trimmed hat housce in New England" (3664 Farmington Avenuc).

The Jewish families included those of Seymour Kashman, the president of
Joseph Kashman & Sons warket (35104 ¥enyon Strect), and Jdacob Fox, an
officer of C. Fox & Corpany, the city's largest department store (#750
Prospect Avenue, photograph #24).  Sociologically, the increasing ethnic
diversity of the neighborhood during the early part of thoe 20th century
is clear evidence of the upward nopility and assimilation of the large
immigrant population that arrived in Hartford primarily after 1850,
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