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1. Name of Property

historic name Milton Centre Historic Distrirf
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Canton Avenue hetwRwi Rp“d.;ftalp Rnarif. fhArh”~r- K Wghta vr <Mraro tUA MOt publication

city, town Milton NI/Al vicinity

date Magsarhnsells code 025 county Norfolk code 021 zip code 02186

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
FxlI private I 1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
fxI public-local [x] district = ,1; 3 buildings
| | public-State | | site sites
| I public-Federal | Istructure 1 structures

n object , . objects

15 Total

Name of ''~'~A” multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register n
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the propertyX” meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See contipyatiep shest:

Signature of certifying official Q Dale
Executive Director, Massachusetts Hlstorical Commission*
Saear Fedad apgay ad bueau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

S. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Entered inthe National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. EEI See continuation sheet.
EH determined not eligible forthe
National Register.

| I removed from the National Register.
EH other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or se Milton Centre Historic District,

Higtoric Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion/religious structure

Education/school, library
Government/town hall, fire station
Domestic/single dwelling

7. Deription
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from ingtructions)

Early Republic- Federal

Mid-19th c. - Greek Revival

Late Victorian

Late 19th and 20th c. Revivals-
Colonial Revival, Beaux Arts

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
lhe M Iton Centie Histoiic Distiict

Miiton, Massacftusetts

Current Functions (enter categories from ingtructions)
Religion/religious “structure

Government/town hall, fire station
Domestic/single dwelling
Education/library

Materids (enter categories from ingtructions)

foundation stone, concrete

walls wood, brick
roof slate, asphalt
other bronze, granite

i s the goveinniental and geogzaphic centei

of MIton, anaffluent subuiban town |ocated between the Neponset Rivei and

the Blue Hills just south of Boston.

Thedistiict i s conposed piedom nantly

of institutional buildings |ocated along Canton Avenue bet ween Reedsdal e fioad
and Thachei and Highland Stieets. The 23-acie aiea is situatedonthe ciest
of Acadeny Hill, the mdpoint between the town's piincipal elevations at Biush

Hill, to the west, and M ltonHill,

to the east. At 110 feet, Acadeniy Hilli s

not |enoaikable foi itsheight, but itsdistinctive topography helps to define

the distiict.

Cant on Avenue, whi ch bisects the distiict,

isaneaily |legional highway and is

lined with stone walls thuov.”hnxjst of the aiea. Thedistiict includes
fouiteen buildings, onesite, two stiuctuies, andthree objects, of which,

el even buildings, onesite, onestiuctuie,

and two objects aie contiibuting.

The fouiteenbuildingsinthe nomnated distiict aie foi the nost pait nodest
in scale and oinament; built of biick oi of wood sheathed inwhite clapboaid,
they stand oneoi two stoiies highwithonly the chuich spiieslising above
the tiees. Aichitectuially they leflect vaiious inteipietations of the

classical idiom langing fiomthe tiaditional

Fedei al -styl e chuiches, to the

utilitaticin veinaculai fiiehouseswithsiaplified classical tiim to the

ai chitect-designed Beaux-Aits libiaiy.

Eight of the eleven contiibuting buildings,

the onestiuctuie, andthetwo

nonurent s ai e gi ouped infoimally aiound the town gieen on the noithwest side

of Canton Avenue. Acioss the stieet,

undevel oped town-owned |and piovides a

setting foi the 1811 powdei house, |elocated heie in 1978  Behind the powdei

house the land drops of f steeply to a hollow,

Bi ook.

through vrtiich flows Lfnquity

\x| Sse continuation shet
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| ainediately outside the district boundaries areresidences that are conpatible
in scale and design with the buildingsinthe nomnated district, but are part
of a late-19thand eaily-20thcentury infill developnent. To the noitheast of
the distiict on Centie Stieet lies the canpus of M |ton Acadetry. M lton
Acaderny's oiiginal building once stood within the distiict, and it was fiom
this that Acadeny Hill deiived its name. To the southeast isMlton Hospital,
sepaiated fiomthe distiict by the hollow and Unquity Biook.

Al though theie have been alterations tothe district over time, theie has been
| emai kably little change indensity oi inuse. The majoi intiusion is the
centially located town hall, constructed of tan brick in a nodem functional
design. The 1973 police station, a sinple clapboaid building, and the

Congi egational pai sonage, a conveited caiiiage house |lecently noved to its
present site, have relatively little visual inpact onthe district.

Descriptions of the contiibuting |esouices follow in chionological oider:

The Fiist Paiish Chuich (Map # 105, MB # B-5, 553 Canton Avenue) a two-stoiy

| ectangul ar building with gable roof and two-stage tower, was constructedi n
1787-1788 as t hefourth neetinghouse foi thetown of MIton. It originally
stood Iengthwi se along Canton Avenue, and conbined the eailiei neetinghouse
foimwith aWen-inspiied towei and steeple. The entiance was in the centei

of the seven-bay facade, and theinteiioi was oiganized lateially with

gal leiies aiourid ttuee sides. Oa the southeast gable endwas a towei with
belfiy and steeple. 1 n1835 with the conveision of the building to a
Unitaiicin chuich, the building was turned ninety degiees toits piesent
position and | enodel ed extensively. The base of thetowei was tiansfoinmed
into a pedinented pavilion that becane the main entiance. This poition of the
bui I ding shows t heinfluence of the pievailing G eek Revival style: wde
entablatuie, incisedpilasteis raaiking thethree-bay facade, aw flushboaid
siding. The inteiioi of the building was le-oiiented at this time, with the
boxed pews aiianged along a longitudinal axis, the galleiies iwaoved, and t he
pul pit lelocatedopposite the main entiance.

The Congiegational Chuich (Nap # 115 M # B-56, 495 Canton Avenue) built i n
1834, has the basic form of the Fedeial -stylechuich chaiacteiistic of New
England. [t is conposed of a two-stoiy |ectangulai block foui bays |ong and
three bays wide, andis orientedwith the gable end facing Canton Avenue and
providing the aain entrance. Detailir® onthis facade suggeststhe

tiaditional projecting pedinmented pavilion, although in fact, thetowei with
belfiy and steeple rises directly fiomthe gable loof. The aiched tiaceiyin
the side windows is deiived fiomthe Fedeial style. Howevei, thefiont facade
di splays theinfluence of the G eek Revival, paiticulaily evident in the

conti nued
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proportions of the broad pedimented gable and incised pilasters. A vestry was
added to the rear of the building in 1912, and in 1949 a two-story Parish
House, designed with Colonial details, was added to the side facade at the
rear of the Church.

The Hiram Tuell House (Map # 102, MC # B-57, 488 Canton Avenue) is a
two-story hipped-roof residence built in 1877 in the Stick Style. In 1885,
the house was remodeled, with Colonial Revival elements added. Evidence of
the original decorative stick work can be seen in the picket-fence pattern
used as a wide band of trim under the eaves. The semi-circular entrance
porch, with fluted columns and dentil molding, is characteristic of the
Colonial Revival style, as is the fanlight above the front door. At the rear
of the property, visible from the street, is a clapboard barn now used as a
garage. (Map # 103).

The Parish House (Map # 106, MC # B-5, 535 Canton Avenue) was built in 1879
to serve as Parish Parlor and Sunday School for the First Parish Church. The
one-story, hipped-roof clapboard building originally stood on the present site
of the Children's Church, and was moved to its present location in 1907. In
1961, a one-story connector was built between the Church and the Parish House
to house the Minister's office, a reference library, and classrooms. A
carriage shed (Map # 108) probably constructed around the same time as the
Parish House, was moved from its original site behind the church to its
present location on Thacher Street, where it currently provides parking for
eight cars.

The Chemical Engine House (Map # 111, M # B-58, 509 Canton Avenue) was
built in 1881 to house Milton's first chemical fire engine. It is the town's
oldest surviving firehouse. The two-story vernacular building is made of
brick with granite window sills and lintels, with decorative trim confined to
brick dentils at the cornice. The Engine House was constructed by John H.
Burt and Company, a prominent local building firm. A one-story wooden storage
shed (Map # 112) at the rear of the property dates from before 1896, and may
have been built as early as 1881. By 1917, both buildings were being used by
the Water Department, the smaller building serving as a wagon shed. Today,
the brick building houses the Fire Department's trucks and the wooden shed
provides storage for the Fire Department boat.

The Central Fire House (Map # 110, MHC # B-58, 515 Canton Avenue) also built
by the John H. Burt Company, was constructed in 1888 to house the newly
purchased steam fire engine and has served as Milton's Central Fire Station
ever since. Located next to the Chemical Engine House, this vernacular brick
structure with granite window sills and lintels complements the earlier
building. The two-story engine house has a palladian window in the front

continued
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gable, and simple decorative brickwork at the cornice. A three-story bell
tower was added to the northwest corner of the building in 1896 to house the
bell previously located in the Town Hall. The belfry section of the tower was
later removed, and the bell relocated to the front of the East Milton fire
station. A one-story, flat-roofed addition built in 1890 to house a new
ladder truck has recently been replaced by a two-bay garage, built of brick in
a design sympathetic to the original building. This new construction does not
diminish the integrity of the original building.

The Milton Public Library - Central Branch (Map # 101, MHC # B-55, 476 Canton
Avenue) was designed by the prominent Boston firm of Shepley, Rutan, and
Coolidge in the Beaux-Arts classical style and built by the Norcross Brothers
in 1902. The front facade of the two-story brick building is dominated by
pairs of lonic columns framing a recessed pedimented entrance. A carved seal
of the town of Milton surmounts the flat parapeted roof, and the facade is
further ornamented by quoining and cornice treatment. Palladian windows on
the side facades bring light into the two reading rooms. The library is set
back from the street, with several sets of steps and curved paths leading to a
walled stone terrace and the central entrance. Two additions to the rear of
the building, an ell for book stacks constructed in 1929 and a children's wing
dating from the 1950s, do not visually intrude on the original library. The
library is the most imposing of Milton's public buildings, reflecting the
importance that the citizens, past and present, attach to this town
institution.

The Children's Church (Map # 107, ML # B-5, 535 Canton Avenue) was a private
19th-century schoolhouse moved from its original location on Adams Street to
the First Parish Church property in 1937, where it was remodeled for use by
the children of the parish. The "Little Church" consists of a three-bay by
one-bay rectangular block with gable roof, the original schoolhouse, with an
attached tower rising to a belfry and steeple. A one-story connecting passage
links the Children's Church to the Parish House. The Children's Church is
situated at right angles to the First Parish Church, and reflects the larger
building's form and detailing. _
The Powder House (Map # 104. MHC # B-4) was originally built in 1811 on
"church lands" at the corner of Canton Avenue and Poorhouse Lane, outside the
nominated district. The small brick structure, one story with a hip roof and
wooden door, was originally used to store stocks of powder and shot in the
event that Milton should have to defend itself against the British in the War
of 1812. The diminutive arsenal outlasted its function, and was moved to the
Lamb Estate, where it remained until 1978 when it was donated to the town as
part of the Bicentenial celebration. It was relocated to town-owned land on

continued
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CGanton Avenue across from the First Parish Church, and today is a harnoni ous
conponent of the district. Athough there is no recorded descriptionof its
or|.?| nal setting, it can be assuned that it wss sonewhat renoved from ot her
bui I dings, possibly inan open field or wooded area. The present site
provides such a setting, and it isappropriate that the powder house has been
reunited with the other early nunicipal buildingsof MIlton.

The Vorid Vir | Monunent (Mp # 114, MC # B19) "In Flanders Field" wves
dedicated in 1925. The bronze statue, designed by Daniel Chester French, is
executed inthe classical Geek style. The statue depicts a dyi ng )éoung nan
holding a torch in his right hand as he |eans against stones piled breast high
to suggest a last barricade or trench. Carved Into the granite pedestal are
the nanes of nen of MItonwo died inthe war, along with the followng lines
from "I'n Flanders Field", the John MG ae poemthat 1nspired French:

To you from failing hands ve throw
the Torch; be yours to hold it high

At the base of the nonunent are granite benches set on a granite platform

The Civil W Menorial (Mp # 109, MC # B-401), dating from 1934, is
conposed of a bronze eagle with outstretched wings resti nc}; on top of an
approxi mately six-feet-hi g?h boul der. Set into the front face of the stone is
a bronze plaque with the tollowng inscription:

In grateful nenory of our Citizens
Wo served inthe Civil Vi
1861 - 1865

The eagle was executed by the Thonas F MGnn Gonpany, a |eading art foundry
at the turn of the 20th century.

cont i nued
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wi | e mFreh|stor|c sites are currently recorded inthe district, it is
possible that sites are present. Five sites have been recorded in the general
area (Wthin onemle). The physical characteristics of the district, high
well drained ground adjacent to Uhquity Brook, atributary stream of the
Neponset R ver drainage, woul d have nade this anattractive area for native
sett|ement and subsistence activities. The Neponset Rver, within onemle of
the district, was a known | ocus of native activity during bot h the prehistoric
and contact periods. QGven the size of the district (23 acres), limted
historical devel opnent inthe VICInIt){]_Of Lhquity Brook south of Ganton Avenue
and the police headquarters, andthe historic presence of Native Anericansin
the area, anoderate to high potential exists that sites are present.

Ahigh potential also exists for significant historical renains onthe
propertK. Controlledtesting and excavation nay help to resol ve whether or
not 17th- and 18th-century colonial settlement was present inthe district.
Structural survivals and occupational related features (trash p|ts,LEr|y| es,
wel I's) nay be present froma 17th-century tanne&n3| te reported on Uhquity
Brook near the juncture of Hghland Street and Ganton Avenue. Renmants of the
third neeting house (1728) nay al so exist, origi nallg | ocated infront of the
Br.ese.nt First Parish Church (1788). Late-18th- to 19th-century public

uilding andresidential structures extant inthe district also offer the
potential for [ocating occupational related features and structural renains of
out bui | di ngs which no | onger exi st.



8. Statement of Significance Milton Centre Hi.storic nistnr.r. Milton. Ma..;.qgarhnsPt*rc:
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationally | |statewide fxI locally
Applicable National Register Criteria HCIA FIB HclC | D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X]B CUC «£ CUF I IG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1787-1938

Comuni ty Pl anning and Devel oprment

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person o Amon " <''n Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

Saesignficance o property, and justify criteria criteriaconsiderations, and areas and periods o significance noted above.
The Milton Centie Histoiic Distiict inMIlton, Massachusetts, is a laigely
intact assenblage of institutional buildings that has been |egaided as the
civic centei of thetown foi ovei 250 yeais. Tne aiea was also Mlton's
leligious centei thiou” the end of the19th centuiy, and the town' s two
ol dest extant chuiches aie |ocated heie. M lton Centie is histoiically
significant foi itsassociation with the devel opment of thetown followi ng the
lelocation of thethiid meeting house to Acadeny Hill in 1728, and the
subsequent shift of thetown centei fiomM Iton Hill. The nomnated distiict
contains sone of MIton's nost significant public aichitectuiein the Fiist
Palish Chuich (1788, renodel ed 1835 and t he 1902 public libhiaiy designed by
Shepl ey, Rutan and Cool i dge. These, along with the othei contiibuting
bui | dings, leflect the evolution of public buildings inMIlton and ttuoughout
the legion. The nomnated distiict letainsintegiity of |ocation, design,
setting, mateiials, woi kmanship, feeling, and association, andneets ciiteiia
A and C of the National Registei of HistoricPlaces at thelocal Ilevel.

Oiiginally pait of Doichestei, M lton was settled as eaily as 1633, andby

1662 when i t was foimally established as a town i t had an estimted popul ation
of 200-250 people. Eaily settlement was based at Lowei Mills village on the
Neponset Rivei and at Milton Hill, vrtieie thefiist and second nmeetinghouses
wei e established i n 1662 and 1671. Sonetine piioi t o 1660, AndiewPitchei,
who had | eceived an eaily giant of 122 acies, built thefiist house i n what
woul d becore Mi | ton Centie. This house was |ocated at the noitheast comei of
the Canton Avenue - Thachei Stieet inteisection, southwest of the piesent
Fiist Palish Chuich. Andiew andhis sonNathaniel established a tanneiy on
Unquity Biook at the southeast coinei of the Canton Avenue - Highland Stieet
inteisection. Mlton's fiist pound foi stiay cattle and hoises was built i n
1670 neai the southwest inteisection of Canton Avenue and Reedsdal e Road. The
pound was |elocated i nl1711toa site noitheast of the Pitchei House, andwas
again noved aiound 1729 toa site fuithei south on Canton Avenue, outside t he
botindaiies of this distiict.

4 1 | e nnSee continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References Milton Centre Historic District. Milton. Massa*hllf;P "«

|yl See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: "
has been requested [x| State historic preservation office
| Ipreviously listed inthe National Register | | Other State agency
| I previously determined eligible by the National Register | | Federal agency
| [designated a National Historic Landmark n | | Local government i< . )
| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I 1 University ;
Survey # * other
* recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 23 acres

UTM References

J L 3L BL UL o
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

KU I I I R S [ I

Ix~I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

rf-- i : rat’
See assessors maep

| 1 See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[x] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameAitle Katherine Boonin/mC with EM. Jepson/Milton Historical Ccmnission & E.G. Clifford& W.J. Loughton

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date November 1987
dreet & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston . sate M assachusetts zip code 02116
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In 1715, it vas decided at town neeting that a |arger neeti nghouse vas needed,
but sharp controversy arose over the choice of |ocation. Athough there vas

« strong sentinent for keeping MIton Hll as the site of the neetinghouse, an
equal I'y strong faction proposed that it be built on mnisterial lands to the
southwest. The 400-acre mnister's grant, just west of the Pitcher grant, wes
closer to the geographic center of the town, and contai ned anpl e undevel oped
land. The debate continued for the next twelve years, until a conpromse was
reached in 1727. In that ?/ear, John Trott, vho acquired the land fromthe
Pitchers, sold approxinmately 1/4-acre of land at the crest of Acadeny Hill to
the town, and the third neetinghouse was constructed there the followi ng year.

A MIton grewand prospered, various areas of the town began to devel op nore
speci alized functions. Industryvas concentrated along the Neponset R ver,
conmercial activity was centered at MIton Village, and with the relocation of
hhe neeti nghouse, the area around MIton Hill becane a residential estate
istrict.

Mlton Centre renal ned Iar%ely undevel oped through nost of the 18th century,
al though the presence of the neetinghouse provided the focus for the town.
Reverend John Taylor, ordained in 1/28 as MIton's second mnister, built a
house in 1738 on | and adjacent to the neetinghouse. B/ 1772, MIton had again
outgrown its neeti n%r%ouse, and a conmttee vas appointed to plan the erection
of a rew edifice. Revol utionary Ve del ayed construction until 1787, and
the Fourth Meting House was dedicated January 1, 1788.  This building, now
the First Parish Church (Mp # 105), is the ol dest extant structure inthe
nomnated district. The neetinghouse Pl ayed a significant role inthe
conmmnltT%/eas the center not only of religious |ife, but of town governnent as
wel |, 'S isolated location of the third and fourth neetinghouses on
top of ahill nust have enhanced their symbolic inportance. It vas perh

this qual|t¥ that attracted the Trustees of MIton Acadeny to the area at the
beginning of the 19th century. Between 1801 and 1806, the Trustees bought

411/ 2-acres of the forner Pitcher [and and the Taylor estate. The first
school house of M|ton Acadeny, known as the Acadeny Buil ding, vas constructed
in 1807 on a site just north of the neetinghouse.

The theol ogical controversy between the Trinitarians axd the Unitarians which
E’L‘If)pe'd Nw England in the early 1800s reached Mlton by the 1820s. The first
itarian Society was forned in 182, although its nenlers rejoined the parish
after a short tine. B 1834, Wgen the Gongregational Church vas _
di sestablished, the Witarians forned a ngjority of the parish ad claned the
church propert%. The followng year the fourth neetinghouse vas extensively
renodel ed and  the First Parish Church. The conservative mnority
seceded fromthe [:Fﬁrlsh ad built their om church in 184 o the east 'side of
the tom green. is building still stands as the First Qongregational Church

cont i nued
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of MIiton (Mp # 115. Rv. Sanoel (bzzens built his hone next to the
Cbn%_regatlonal Church in 1838 This property was later acquired by George S
Qushing and renained in his famly until the 1970s, wen the house was taken
dom and replaced by the present parsonage, a converted carriage house noved
fromthe rear of thel ot.

The institutional character of the area vas reinforced in 1837 wth the
construction of Mlton's first town hall. Prior to that tine, town neetings

been held in the neetinghouse or on the green in front of it, even after
the town relinquished all claim to the neetinghouse in 1818  This town hall
ves replaced in 1878 b{] a second town hall, which in turn was denolished in
1970 to nake vay for the present town hall.

The sequence of town hall buildings illustrates a ty;r)i cal pattern of

devel opnent on Acadeny Hill, where one building vas frequently replaced by

anot her servi n% the sane Bu.r ose. In this vay, a consistency of character was
Ui

mai ntai ned, al though the dings thensel ves nay have changed. This
continuity of use can also be seen in the original ui | ding, leased to
the town for use as the first high school in 187  In 1885 the town .
urchased the property fromthe Trustees of MIton Ac , and denolished it

0 nakeway for a new public high school buildi n%. This Targe brick building
ves subsequently converted to \bse Henentary School, and continued in
educational use until the building vas denolished in 1956.  Another building
associated with Mlton Acadeny vas the forner Pitcher House, the 18th-century
residence of the original owner of the propertdy. This becane the hone of the
receptor, and was eventually replaced by the Acadeny Hbuse, which
served the sane purpose. After MIton Acadeny suspended o?eratmn In 187 the
building vas acquired by the First Parish Church and used for a tine as a
gr?dnvaigeﬁcent hone. |tws noved to a site outside the district between 1905

A addition to the district both in terns of buildings and function vas nade
with the construction of the Chemcal Engine HJus_e(g. # 111) in 181 and the
Central Fire House (Mp #110) in 1888  These buildings are MIton's ol dest
surviving firehouses, and were built at a time wen the town vas beginning to
centralize itscontrol over the fire fighting apparatus. |In 1878 the Board
of Fire Engineers vas established to organize inprove fire protection.
Prior to that tlne,_anate conpani es, often involved in social as well as
fire fighting activities, provided the only fire protection. In 1831, wth
the purchase of a horse-drawn chemcal engine and the construction of a
building to house it, the beginnings of atow fire departnent were firmy
established. The Fire Departnent's eqwé)ment ves further updated with the
urchase of the first steamengine, in 1387, and the construction the

ol lowing year of the Central Fire House.

cotti nued
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The distiict's only contiibuting lesidence (Mg # 102) was built in 1877, by
HiiamTuell, thiid piincipal of the High School. M. Tuell seived as
piincipal fiom 1879 to 1899. Duiing his |esidence, the house undeiwent a
maj oi |enxxdeling in 1885  Fiom 1959 to the eaily 1980s, the house seived as
pai sonage foi the Congiegational Chuich. 1In geneial, lesidential devel opnent
within the nomnated distiict has been [imted to a small nunbei of hones
built foiofficials of the institutions: paiish house, paisonage, and school
| esi dences.

The Milton Public Libiaiy (!"p # 101) was the last raajoi institution to join
the distiict. The inpoitance of this town institution was |ecognized by the
selection of a piomnent aichitectuial fiimto design itsfiist peinmanent
hone. The Ilibiaiy, conpleted in 1902, isone of only a few Beaux Aits-style
buildings inMlton, and is the only bruilding inMIlton known to have been
designed by the fiim of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, the successoi filmto
H H Richaidson. The Noicioss Biotheis, wo built the libiaiy, weie also
associ ated with Richaidson.

Changes to Milton Centie inthe 20th centuiy weie subtle; additions weie

| eadi |y absoi bed and |osses offset by |eplacenents. I'n 1937, an unusual
addition was nade inthe foimof the Qiildien sCiuich (Jdg # 107), a foinei
school house tiansfoimed into a chuich scaled to childien. The Childien's
Chui ch was founded by Reveiend Doithy Poreioy, wife of the mnistei of the
Fiist Paiish Chuich and a ministei inhei om [ight. Ohei additions include
the two nonunents |ocated on eithei side of the town gieen. The Woild Véi |
Menxiiial, "InFlandeis Field" (Mp # 114) was designed by one of Aneiica's
best - known scul ptois, Daniel Chestei Fiench, and the settir® was designed by
Shepl ey, Rutan and Coolidge The Civil Wi Meraoiial (Mp #109) was executed
by the Thomas F. McGann Gonpany, one of the nation's oldest ait foundiies and
consideied to be a leadei initsfield at the turnof the 20th centuiy.

The Powdei House, a |ecent additionto M Iton Centei, is actuallyone of the
ol dest stiuctuies inthe distiict. Built in 1811, it is the only municipal
building inMIton associated with the Wi of 1812,  Mnicipal powdei houses
weie built at the end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th centuiies; befoie
1750, powdei was geneially stoied inmeetinghouses, and by 1850, aimoiies weie
beginning to be built. Although the town nevei had to nake use of the powdei
and shot stoied theie, the powdei house is testimony to the feai of a Biitish
invasion felt by nmany small Massachusetts towns, and is a laie suivivoi of a
once common buil ding type. It thus fulfils National Registei Ciiteiia
Consideiation B

Al t hough devel opnent of Milton as a subuib of Boston acceleiated in the

20th centuiy, M Iton Centie has |enmmined distinct fiomthe suiiounding

nei ghboi hoods both initsaichitectuie and itsinstitutional chaiactei.
cnt i nued
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Archaeol ogi cal  Signi ficance

Snce the patterns of prehistoric occupation inMlton are poorly docunent ed,
any surviving sites woul d be3|gn|f|gant. Prehistoricsites along Uhquity
B'ook have the potential for ad mgﬂlnforrratlon pertainingto native .
subsi st ence | settlenent inthe MIton and greater Boston area. Large sites
are known to exist along the Neponset R ver which have seasonal or
tenporary foraging and collecting stations along smaller associated drainages
like Uhquity Brook. Site relationshipssuch asthis have been recogni zed

el sewhere in coastal Mssachusetts andwoul d contribute greatly to our
understanding of native life.

Hstoric archaeol ogi cal renains described above have the potential for _
providing detailed information on the changing social, cultural, and economc
Igﬁtter ns which characterized [ife in a prosperous Massachusetts conmunity.

nored 17th- and 18th-century settlenment renains could docunent an early
segnent of MIton's history not reported inthe |iterature. Structural and
occupational related features of the reported 17th-century tannery site coul d
Prow de economc information onthe |ocal devel opnent of ‘this industry, its
echnol ogy and individuals enployed by it. Analysis of renains frompublic
bui | dings and associ ated features can give us insightsinto changi ng social
roups 1nthe town (churches), howthe town adapted to public needs and safety
firehouse, barns, carriage sheds), andin general howthe town adapted to
change through tine.
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Church Archives (various newspaper articles and church histories). Milton
Room, Milton Public Library

Hamilton, Edward Pierce. A History of Milton. Milton: Milton Historical
Society, 1957.

Kidder, Nathaniel Thayer. The First Sixty Years of the Milton Public Library.
Milton, 1932.

The Milton News
The Milton Record

Pierson, William H., Jr. American Buildings and their Architects: The
Colonial and Neo-Classical Styles. NewYork: Anchor Books, 1976.

Teele, Albert K. The History of Milton, Massachusetts: 1640-1887. Boston:
Rockwell and Churchill Press, 1887.

Town Atlases: 1896, 1905 and 1917

Town Reports: 1881-1888
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Boundary Justification:

The bounds of the district were drawn to include the institutional buildings
around the town green and the buildings and town-owned land on the southeast
side of Canton Ave. The boundaries are the lot lines of the contributing
properties and the town-owned parcel. The district bounds exclude the
20th-century residential buildings on Reedsdale Road and Walnut Street
adjacent to the institutional core.

Quad: Boston South
Scal e 1:25000

UM Ref erences:
Poi nt Zone Easting Northing

19 328560 4679920
19 328700 4679740
19 328380 4679620
19 328240 4679760
19 328240 4679900
19 328360 4679950
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M2 IK#  H STCR C NAME STRET AADRESS DATE G- STYLE STATLE -ESO.RE
GON\STR.CIT ON
101 B55 Cential Libiaiy 476 Canton Avenue 1902 Beaux-Alts aB
Cl assi cal
102 B-57 HiiamTliell House 488 Cant on Avenue 1877- 1885 Stick aB
103 Tuel | Banml Gai age 488 Cant on Avenue 1877- 1885 Vemacul ali aB
104 B4 Powdei House Cant on Avenue 1811 Vei nacul ai ags
X 40 Hi ghl and Sti eet 1973 Col oni al NI B
105 B-5  Meeting House/ 535 Cant on Avenue 1788 Col oni al / aB
Fiist Paiish Chuich/ Fedei al
Uni taiian Ghuich
106 B-5 Pai i sh House 535 Cant on Avenue 1879 Col oni al aB
107 B-5 Childien's Chuich 535 Cant on Avenue 19th C /1937 Col oni al aB
108 B-5 Caiiiage Shed 535 Cant on Avenue 19thc. Vei nacul ai aB
109 B-401 Civil WAi Menoiial Canton Avenue 1934 Bi onze Eagl e aco
on Boul dei
Y 525 Cant on Avenue 1970 Cont enpoi ai y NI B
110 B-58 Cential Fiie House 515 Canton Avenue 1888 Veinaculai with aB

Classical detail

111 B-58 Chemical Engine 509 Cant on Avenue 1881 Vei nacul ai with aB
House Classical detail



MPH  MHGH
112
113
114 B-19
115 B-56

*the stone wal |
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File Shed
Town G een
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STREET AODRESS DATE OF
Gasr STR.LCIT QN

509 Cant on Avenue ca. 1896

Cant on Avenue ca. 1878

Cant on Avenue 1995

495 Cant on Avenue ca 1834

483 Cant on Avenue 1985

Cant on Avenue

Cant on Avenue

i sconsideied anoncontiibutingstiuctuie, duetolack of

page 2 of 2
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Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due
Action: ACCEPT

cn resubmission RETURN

* nomination by person or local government REJECT.

CZl owner objection Federal Agency:

cn appeal

Substantive Review: cn sample request * appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

y *x zZt? Winrs”r5 . i<A~Ar>MAM /CfcrPtSfen Reviewer v V.~ g T /I - '

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed belo

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent cn deteriorated unaltered » original site
CD good cn ruins altered moved date.
« fair cn unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

cn summary paragraph
ch completeness

cn clarity

| | alterationsAntegrity
cn dates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

cn summary paragraph

cn completeness

cn clarity Well
CD applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

+ context

cn relationship of integrity to significance

cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Presen/ation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
cn Photographs
cn Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

SignoH Date

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michad Josgph Connolly, Secretary

Masschusdtts Historical Commission
Vdeie A. Tdmege

fi.xecittive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

March 7, 1988

Carol  Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Departnent of the Interior
National Park Service
PO Box 37127
Véshington, OC 2001 3-71 27
Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find the nomnation forns for the followng properties:
Districts
Boston, Tenpl e Place Historic District
Mlton, MIton Centre Historic District
Sterling, Sterling Center Historic District
Vel | esl ey, Hinnewel| Estates Historic District
Véston, Vellington FarmHistoric District
I ndividual properties
Boston, Dorchester Lower MIls Branch Library, 21110 Vdshington Street
xford, Higuenot Fort, Fort Hill Road

VWrcester (Wrcester MRy, Aurora Hotel, 652-660 Main Street

80 Boylgon Street, Bogton, Massachusdits 02116 (617) 727-8470



They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and were
afforded theopportunity tocomnment. N comnments have been received to date.
W request theexpedited review of the Hinnewel | Estates Historic District,

Vi | esl ey.
Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

BH es

Encl osure



