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Robidoux Pa noed very little since the 1840's.

Trail ruts can be seen for almost two miles through the valley leading
to Robidoux Pass. The pass is generally unimpacted, and still retains
its scenic charactertistics of a century ago, with the exception of a
power line which runs through the valley and crosses the pass about 400
feet south of the summit. The property is privately owned and is used
for grazing cattle.

The site of the trading post was determined from surface remains and
analysis of the emigrant journals , which place it at the intersection
of several ravines near the spring. The post was a small log structure
containing the trading establishment and a blacksmith shop. Robidoux
and his family lived in tipis near the post.

Several markers have been placed along the road to commemorate the site
of the trading post and to mark the burials of several pioneer travelers.
On the left side of the road by the ravine is a stone marker states that
Father DeSmet and Stansbury passed through this area. Farther down the
road on the right side is a small cemetery which contains several
unidentified graves and a stone marker placed by the Katahdin Chapter of

the DAR.
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Robidoux Pass

¥ was. a-significant
andmark on the Oregon Trail. The trail crossed :through a narrow valley -at -

the base of the pass, then wound its way west to-the ‘summit. -After many days

of crossing the dry, flat prairie; travelers were rewarded at the-summit of the
pass with their first glimpse of Laramie Peak, which they viewed as the Rocky
Mountains. Used primarily between 1843 and 1851, this segment of the Oregon

Trail also provided fresh water and a good subply of wood for emigrants who had
gone without these necessities since leaving Ash Hollow*
The earliest travelers over Robidoux Pass were probably fur traders and
missionaries, who worked in this area during the late 1820s. 1In 1830 the Smith-
Jackson-Sublette trading caravan passed over this route and in 1832, Captain
Bonneville camped in the area. The first emigrants over the pass were part of
the Bidwell-Bartleson party, who were traveling with Father DeSmet. Francis
Parkman, one of the great historians, also camped in this area in 1846. The
period of greatest activity, however, came during the Oregon Migration and the

California Gold Rush in the late 1840s. Between May and July 1849, a steady
stream of gold seekers crossed over Robidoux Pass on their way to the gold fields

of California.

By 1849, emigrant journals were reporting the existence of a trading post and
blacksmith shop at the pass, run by a man named Robidoux (the spelling greatly
varied between journals). The post, which may have been established in late
1848, was the first habitation the emigrants encountered since leaving Fort
Kearney. Major Osborne Cross of the Mounted Rifles, who stopped there in late
June, 1849, commented that the log post "made us feel as if we were in reality
approaching once more a civilized race."

Robidoux was a frenchman who may have been related to the famous St. Louis trading
family. However, so little is known about him, that even his first name is
disputed. Some sources say it was Joseph E. while others claim it was Basil.

What is known about Robidoux came from the journals and diaries of those who
stopped at his trading post. It was known that he had an Indian wife and several
half-breed children who were baptized by Father DeSmet in 1851. There may have
been an encampment of Sioux Indians at the site as well, according to one report.

(see continuation sheet)
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The post was set up at a point where travelers had to go in a single Tine around
the head of a transverse gully. The spring was nearby, ‘and abundant wood and
space for camping was available at the site. Robidoux supplied the emigrants
with a variety of services including gonds such as whiskey at $5 a barrel, and
some needed supplies. A blacksmith forge was also available for use to make
necessary repairs.

Comments on the quality and utility of Robidoux's post varied with the emigrants.
Captain Harold Stansbury described the post as:a log shanty, with a blacksmith's
forge on one end and a grog shop on ithe other. After several weeks of constant
travel, most of the emigrants had need of Robidoux's smithy, either to make minor
repairs on their wagons, or to shoe their horses, mules, or oxen. With the wagons
coming through the pass in increasing numbers, Robidoux found it more convenient
to rent his facilities to those who had need of them. Stansbury reported having
waited two hours for a turn at the forge. The rental price at that time was
seventy-five cents an hour. Stansbury expressed a veiled contempt for

Robidoux's commercial enterprise. The trader, he wrote, stotked his establishment
with goods purchased from those emigrants who, by this time were anxious to
lighten their loads and were willing to part with their belongings for a little
bit of money or nothing. He then sold the articles to subsequent wagon twuains,
reaping a large profit.

In 1851, the trail through Mitchell Pass opened, and travelers began to abandon
the Robidoux Pass route. Mitchell Pass was located about 9 miles from the
river and passed through a narrow cut in the bluffs. Although a more difficult

route to travel on, this segment of the trail was shorter. It joined the older
route at Horse Creek#. The northern route eventually became
the trail followed by the Pony Express, and the Mormons. Robidoux eventually moved

his post farther south to Carter Canyon, although'he continued to operate the
post at Robidoux Pass for another year or so. All mention of the trading post
disappeared after 1852.

Today, nothing remains at Robidoux Pass except for evidence of the trail ruts,
and several markers. Early accounts of the trip through this area note several
burials at the pass. Two are visible today, and may be the site of three graves
noted by a man named Bruff in July 1849. He identified the dead as Jesse Galen
of Independence, Missouri, F. Dunn, age 26, and Joseph Black. Other reports
indicate at least 4 nameless emigrants were buried at the post, and the unmarked
grave of John Dunn lies somewhere in Sections 8 and 9. Numerous artifacts such
as tools, wagon implements, bullets, and other materials were found in this
area, indicating the location of the trading post and blacksmith shop.



